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Report
To Her Royal Highness Princess Srirasmi, the Princess Consort to the Crown Prince of Siam

On the occasion of the inauguration of the United Nations Day of Vesak of the Celebration 2011
And the 26" Centuries Anniversary of the Attainment of the Enlightenment by the Lord Buddha

To the 84" Birthday Anniversary of His Majesty the King Bhumibol Adulyadej

Under the theme of Buddhist Virtues in Socio-Economic Development
Delivered by H.E. Major General Sanan Kajornprasart, Deputy Prime Minister
At Maha Vajiralongkorn 48" Anniversary Auditorium
Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University
Wang Noi, Ayutthaya, Thailand
12 May 2554 BE/2010 CE

Your Royal Highness,

On behalf of the Thai Government, Thai and foreign Buddhist leaders, Buddhists, and all
participants in audience today, I wish to express my profound gratitude to Your Royal Highness for
graciously presiding at the inauguration of the United Nations Day of Vesak Celebrations 2011.

Should Your Royal Highness permit, I wish to give a brief account of the conference. It is on the
Day of Vesak that Buddhists worldwide commemorate the Birth, the Enlightenment and the Passing away
of the Lord Buddha. The Buddha’s teachings emphasize exercise of compassion and tolerance among
fellow human beings to build peace in societies. As the United Nations promote the same path to peace,
the 54" Session of the General Assembly therefore unanimously adopted on December 13“‘, 1999 the
Vesak Day as an International Day, now known as the United Nations Day of Vesak. The United Nations
also encourage commemoration of the Day in the month of May each year.

The United Nations General Assembly’s recognition of the Day of Vesak is an acceptance of
the spiritual role that Buddhism has been playing for more than 2500 years. It is for this reason that
the Thai Government has actively supported organization of annual events with
Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University as the primary organizer. This year, the 26" centuries
Anniversary of the Attainment of the Enlightenment by the Lord Buddha will be held in conjunction
with the auspicious occasion of the 84" Birthday Anniversary of His Majesty the King Bhumibol
Adulyadej on the 8" International Buddhist Conference on United Nations Day of Vesak Celebrations

under the theme “Buddhist Virtues in Socio-Economic Development”. This conference aiming at
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promoting the contribution of Buddhist principles to good governance and intellectual heritage
development brings together 1,800 supreme patriarchs, religious leaders, academics and scholars in
Buddhism from 84 countries. In addition, 3,200 members of the Thai Sangha; representatives of
Thailand; the administrators, faculty members, staff and students of Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya
University will participate in the event bringing the total number of participants to 5,000. The events
during May 12 — 14, 2011 include a symposium, Dharma recitals, Buddhist ceremonies and community
activities. The commemoration will unite Buddhists at all levels in accordance with the government’s
policy and will disseminate Thailand’s Buddhist arts and culture to the world.

May I humbly invite Your Royal Highness to address the gathering at this auspicious moment on
the occasion of the United Nations Day of Vesak 2011 thereby inaugurating the Conference and to offer

mementos to the supreme patriarchs and Buddhist leaders from 84 countries around the world.

If it pleases Your Royal Highness.
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Remarks
H.E.Abhisit Vgjajiva
Prime Minister
On the Closing Ceremony of
the United Nations Day of Vesak Conference
On 14 May B.E.2554 (2011)

LR R R R S S

Y our Holinesses,

Most Venerable Leaders and Members of the Sangha,
Excellencies,

Distinguished Participants,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

It ismy great pleasure and honour to participate in the International
Conference cel ebrating the United Nations Day of Vesak 2010.

Asyou all are well aware, the Vesak Day is relevant to significant eventsin
the Lord Buddha's life. It marks the birth of the Buddha, his attainment of
enlightenment and his passing away. During the Buddha's lifetime, the teachings
of the Buddha were beneficia to large number of people, and later on expanded
throughout the world, creating peacefulness for humankind until now. Thus, the
UN General Assembly, on December 13", 1999, adopted a resolution recognising
the Day of Vesak to be an important day for the world. Since then, various
countries take their turn to coordinate on international celebrations of the Vesak
Day each year at the UN Headquarters in New York and its offices around the
world. For Thailand we have hosted the Vesak Day celebrations and International
Buddhist Conferences since 2004.

| personally believe that the Buddha's teachings can be applied as tools to
bring about peace in the world, especially the principles of non-violence, peaceful
and harmonious existence, compassion, love-kindness and helping each other are
very essential in our society now. We are in the middle of various crisis, namely,
economic, social and environmental crisis of which to be touched upon by this
year’s conference’ s theme.
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It is well aware that the Principles of Buddhist has exactly seen in first
preaching the Buddha offered the moderate way/ middle path or called that Noble
Eightfold Path Development and environment follow of the Principles of Buddha
Preaching which must be followed the principles of Buddhist are the develops of
middle path it begins from comment, knowledge, well understanding are Right
View, and Right Thought have attempt, mindfulness, careful, confidence for
development, those have Right Effort, Right Mindfulness and Right Concentration
Basically, these are part of wisdom and concentrate must be build, train with
yourself always. If, whoever have wisdom and concentrates with can be performed
in physical, verbal and others included careers its will be correctly, goodness,
benefits for yourself, social and mostly human because of have Right Speech,
Right Action and Right livelihood Which is part of Precept (Morals). The
Development of middle path is called a Development of United as together live
united. It's not separate a part or extremely in others part. That is the most suitable
in application for solution for crisis of socia and environmental, which are
happening at the moment.

As the Prime Minister of Thailand, on behalf of al Thai Buddhist, | would
like to express my warmest welcome to al Sangha Leaders, Buddhist Leaders,
venerable members of Sangha and Buddhist Scholars, participating in this
conference. Finally, let me thank al of you for your contributions to this
conference, especially the Sangha leaded by the Sangha Supreme Council,
Mahachulalongkornragjavidyalaya University and relevant agencies from the public
secter and the private sector for their excellent preparations. | wish the celebration
of the United Nations Day of Vesak 2011 every success.
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Remarks
H.E. Major General Sanan Kajornprasart
Deputy Prime Minister
On the Opening Ceremony of the United Nations Day of Vesak
At Maha Vajiralongkorn 48" Anniversary Auditorium, Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University
12 May 2554 BE/2010 CE
14.00 PM.
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Your Holinesses,

Most Venerable Leaders and Members of the Sangha,
Excellencies,

Distinguished Participants,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

On behalf of the Royal Thai Government and Thai people, I have the honour and great pleasure to
welcome all venerable members of the Sangha and participants from 84 countries around the world in this
international conference to celebrate the United Nations Day of Vesak 2011. It is the 8" International
Conference that Thailand acts as a host with great support by The Royal Thai Government and the Sangha
Supreme Council, while Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University has been assigned as the conference

organizer.

As you all are well aware, the Vesak Day is relevant to major events in the Lord Buddha’s life. It
marks the birth of the Buddha, his attainment of enlightenment and his passing away. During the
Buddha’s lifetime, the teachings of the Buddha were beneficial to large number of people, and later on
expanded throughout the world, creating peacefulness for humankind until now. Thus the United Nations
General Assembly, on December 13th, 1999, adopted a resolution recognizing the Day of Vesak to be an
important day of the world. Since then, various countries take their turn to coordinate on the United

Nations Day of Vesak Celebrations each year at the United Nations Headquarters in New York and its
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offices around the world. For Thaland we have hosted the International Buddhist Conference on the

United Nations Day of Vesak since 2004 until now in 2011.

I personally believe that the Buddha’s teachings can be applied as tools for Socio-Economic
Development and bringing peacefulness to the humanity. Especially, the principle of non-violence,
compassion, kindness and helping each other are very essential in our society. Now we are in the middle

of various crisis, namely, Socio-Economic crisis of which to be touched upon by this conference’s theme.

On behalf of the Royal Thai Government and Buddhist participants, once again I heartedly
welcome the venerable members of the Sangha, religious leaders and distinguished schools who travel
from afar to attain this conference. My deep appreciation is for all devoted organizing teams and the
support rendered by the participating public and private entities. I wish for the great achievement of this

Conference, aiming to spread Buddhist teaching to the future generation of mankind.
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Message

The United Nations Day of Vesak B.E. 2554

(His Holiness Somdet Phra Nyanasamvara)
The Supreme Patriarch of Kingdom of Thailand

Visakha Ptja Day is the most important day for Buddhists around the
world. It was the day that the Lord Buddha was born, became enlightened and
went to nirvana. He, the founder of Buddhism, has full of three kinds of superb
grace: intelligence, pureness and graciousness to entire deities, human beings
and sentient beings.

Because the great benefit of Buddhism has created the prosperity and
happiness to civilized people for more than 2,500 years. Accordingly, on the
occasion of the Visakha Piija Day 2011, we all shall pay homage and recollect
of the Lord Buddha as well as his teaching and noble ones to be refuge and lead
the way in living our life the well-being and happiness of all fellow beings.

May the value of the Triple Gem and merits bless you to have glorious
and bright lives incessantly.

Wat Bowonniwet Vihara
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Message from His Holiness Somdet Phra Buddhacharya
On the Day of Vesak 2011

The Day of Vesak is a very important day for the Buddhists. How
important the Buddha is to world, the Vesak Day is just as important, because it
is on this full moon day of the sixth lunar month that the Buddha was born,
became enlightened, and passed into final nibbana. The Buddhists, having a
profound feeling for this day, come together to pay special homage to the Lord
Buddha, and call it Visakha Puja Day.

The most important thing is that the Lord Buddha’s enlightenment
has brought peace, happiness, and warmth to the world. What was enlightened
is the Dhamma, an invaluable treasure which brings peace, happiness, and
warmth to the peoples. Everybody wants peace, happiness, and warmth, which
are the opposite of suffering and heat. Dhamma is therefore a priceless legacy
that creates peace, happiness, and warmth.

For Thailand, our ancestors are clever and devoted to Buddhism, so
they inherited this legacy, which has been practiced to create peace, happiness,
and warmth until the present day.

The United Nations, in recognition of the importance of the
Dhamma which has spread across the world, passed a resolution on December
15, 1999 to proclaim the Day of Vesak as a religious day of significance. The
decision was hailed by the world citizens as they all want peace, happiness, and
warmth. They join hands in the worship of the Buddha at the advent of the full
moon day of the sixth lunar month.

For the Vesak Day 2011 (B.E. 2554), the Thai government has
allocated its budget to promote the Dhamma practice and promulgation. This is
the utmost respect appropriate to the word Visakha Puja. On this occasion,
Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University and the International Council of
the Day of Vesak (ICDV) invite Buddhist spiritual leaders from across the
world to join the worship ceremony in Thailand.

Please allow me to convey my most sincere appreciation to the
government who recognizes the importance of the Vesak Day, and to every of
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you who lend a helping hand and carry out the Vesak ceremony with utmost
respect that is becoming to this internationally significant day.

His Holiness Somdet Phra Buddhacharya
President of the Executive Committee for the Supreme Patriarch
Wat Saket Ratcha Wora Maha Wihan
Thailand
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Message

The United Nations Day of Vesak 2011

The United Nations Day of Vesak is coming to pass for another year, as a
reminder for us to expeditiously pursue goodness in the direction bestowed
upon us by the Lord Buddha amidst the waves of world crises from natural
calamities, wars, and conflicts. The Buddhist virtues are therefore paramount in
healing our ailing world.

I would like to call for us all to bring the Dhamma the Lord Buddha
discovered and enlightened the world 26 centuries ago into mankind’s spirits as
the light to lead us out of any crises.

It is my greatest delight to congratulate and welcome all spiritual and
academic leaders from international communities for your participation in this
event of world peace, especially in light of the celebration of His Majesty King
Bhumibol Adulyadej’s 84"™ Birthday Anniversary. I would also like to
appreciate the International Association of Buddhist Universities (IABU) and
the International Council of the Day of Vesak (ICDV) for their success in
organizing the Vesak Day at Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University,
Ayutthaya, and the United Nations Conference Centre, Bangkok

Sabbe satta sada honti Avera sukhajivino
May all creatures be free from enmity,

and rejoice with the moments of their lives.

His Holiness Somdet Phra Maharatchamangalacharya
The Abbot of Wat Paknam

Chief Superintendent of the North Ecclesiastics

Superintendent of Sanamluang Pali Examination

Member or Executive Committee for the Supreme Patriarch
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Message from
The Most Venerable Somdet Phra Mahaviravongsa
Abbot of Wat Sampanthawong
Member of the Sangha Supreme Council

On the United Nations Day of Vesak

The Day of Vesak is one of the most sacred days in Buddhism. The full-moon day of the 6"
month, this day remembers the birth, enlightenment, and passing away of the Lord Buddha.
Buddhists are in special observance of this day when they celebrate the Lord Buddha’s
enlightenment that has led the world towards peace and warmth. The Lord Buddha’s teachings truly
bring contentment that subdues sufferings both within and outside of us. They can be practiced,
timeless, and provable.

The United Nations accords this day the international recognition so that Buddhism may be
used to solve problems for humankind, enabling us to live in peace, without war or conflict.

It is most auspicious that this event is joined by Buddhists from all over the world. We are all
here to take part in the United Nations Day of Vesak and to share ideas that may lead to using
Buddhist principles to solve world crises. More importantly, we are celebrating the 84" Birthday
Anniversary for our beloved His Majesty King Bhumibol Adulyadej. There is no better time to make
merits and dedicate such merits to His Majesty the King.

| wish to congratulate Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University and the organizers of the
International Buddhist Conference on the United Nations Day of Vesak, 2011. May the event be
successful and fruitful to all participants.

The Most Venerable Somdej Phra Mahaviravongsa
Abbot of Wat Sampantawong

Member of the Sangha Supreme Council
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Message on the United Nations Day of Vesak

Visakha Piija Day is the day that commemorates the Lord Buddha’s birth,
enlightenment, and passing away. The International Association of Buddhist
Universities and the International Council of the Day of Vesak, along with all
Buddhists, public and private sectors, have joined forces to organize the
International Day of Vesak 2011.

The Lord Buddha, our the great teacher, gives us his virtues of wisdom to
attain the enlightenment by himself, his purity, free from all defilements, and
his compassion for all creatures alike. He discovered the Noble Truths, or the
Holy Truths, and revealed it to the world. His teachings are unique in their
timelessness, demonstrability, and fruitfulness for those who practice.

The Four Noble Truths, consisting of Suffering, the Origin of Suffering,
the Cessation of Suffering, and the Path Leading to the Cessation of Suffering,
have existed as Dhamma of the world. The Lord Buddha merely discovered and
revealed it the way one may uncover an object, give direction to the lost, and
give light in the darkness. This is so that humankind may enjoy the lights,
discover the truths for themselves, and go on the correct paths.

The Lord Buddha’s truths do not aim to attract following, but rather
provide the benefits and joy to all creatures. Buddhist doctrine is therefore
universal. Anyone who practices Buddhist principles may receive peace and
joys equable to such practice.

On the auspicious occasion of the United Nations Day of Vesak, I wish
all humankind, irrespective of races, religions, or languages the joys and
success.

His Holiness Somdet Phra Wannarat

Wat Bowonniwet Vihara, Bangkok

Member of the Sangha Supreme Council
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Message from
The Most Venerable Somdet Phra Dhiranyamuni
Member of the Sangha Supreme Council

On the United Nations Day of Vesak

The Visakhapuranami is the time of full moon, the day of birth, enlightenment, and passing
away of the Lord Buddha, an important day for all Buddhists.

The Lord Buddha has achieved several stages of spiritual perfections on his paths to become
Buddha, resulting in his being born in the most favorable conditions, in monarchy, namely. However,
he was not attached to such favorable conditions. Instead, he used them to further his perfections.

The Lord Buddha has three virtues: he has wisdom for he has discovered the noble truths, he
is pure for he is free from worldly desires and impurities, and he is compassionate for he has given
the truths to all sentient beings.

These virtues are complete within the Lord Buddha. Therefore, his birth is the birth of
Bodhisatva who would attain the truths and bestow their benefits to all worldly beings. His
enlightenment is the noble, self enlightenment, of which he demonstrated for the ultimate
contentment. His passing away is the nirvana of the greatest Teacher of the world.

Therefore, the Day of Vesak is the time for us Buddhists to commemorate the Lord Buddha,
his Dhamma, and Sanghas, to worship with material offerings and with resolved determination to
adhere to his teachings, in dharma and discipline. It is then that we can completely worship the Lord
Buddha.

In this year is also the celebration of His Majesty King Bhumibol’s 84" Birthday Anniversary.
And the event is participated by Buddhists from 84 countries. | therefore truly appreciate the
organizers’ efforts and achievements. May the blessings of the noble dharma be upon you as your
guidance towards nirvana and for peace and prosperity in the society.

The Most Venerable Somdej Phra Dhiranyamuni

Member of the Sangha Supreme Council
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Message

On the Occasion of the United Nations Day of Vesak 2011

Vesak Day is one of the most sacred holy days in Buddhism for its observance of the Lord
Buddha’s birth, enlightenment, and passing away. The miraculous coincidence of three events in his life
suggests a significant connection: his birth is the inception of a Buddha, so it can be said that his birth
takes place in synchronous with his enlightenment. His enlightenment, in turn, is when all attachments
ceased to exist, hence his nirvana. Buddhists look at the connection this way, an abstract and symbolic

way, to gain profound understandings of dharma, and to become free of all impurities.

Thailand is proud to have the honor to host the United Nations Day of Vesak 2011 once again. It
is a wonderful occasion to celebrate His Majesty King Bhumibol’s 84 Birthday Anniversary, and the 26"
centuries of the attainment of enlightenment of the Buddha. I wish to extend my congratulations to the
organizers and participants who share the wills and aspirations. May success be upon you, and may

Buddhism shine the lights of wisdom upon the world.

Phra Brahmavedhi
Wat Traimitrwittayaram

Member of the Sangha Supreme Council
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The United Nations Day of Vesak marks an important day for the world.
It commemorates the Lord Buddha’s birth, enlightenment, and passing away,
allowing human kind and Buddhists who seek peace to be reminded of his great
virtues. The Lord Buddha’s wisdom shines the lights upon us all that it can
overcome all impurities, ignorance, lusts and worldly attachments. He has
attained the ultimate truth, the Four Noble Truths that help eradicate life and
social crises. The attainment of the Four Noble Truths keeps him free from all
sufferings.

In 2011, the year of celebration for His Majesty King Bhumibol
Adulyadej’s 84™ Birthday Anniversary, the fulfillment of the 7™ astrological
cycle;

We shall greatly rejoice in the government’s recognition of the
importance of Vesak Day. I congratulate the Mahachulalongkorn- rajavidyalaya
University for its part in co-organizing the United Nations Day of Vesak
towards great success.

His Holinees Phra Brahmmedhacharya
Member or the Sangha Supreme Council
Wat Buranasirimatyaram Woravihara

Thailand
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Message from Phra Brahmasudhi

Wat Saket Ratcha Wora Mahawihara

It is well known that the Vesak Day is the day that commemorates the Lord Buddha who brought
us peace and contentment, gave us the wisdom and compassion for all creatures, as in his words, “You

shall make pilgrimage to bring about benefits and happiness among deities and humankind.”

For more than 2,500 years, the Lord Buddha’s dharma has given lights to the darkened world.
The Vesak Day bears great spiritual importance and values, and is accorded international recognition by
the United Nations. This is an inspiring beneficence for citizens of the world to study and practice dharma

for peace and amity in the world.

It is even more appreciated that the organization of the international Buddhist conference this year
also coincides with the celebration of His Majesty King Bhumibol’s 84" Birthday Anniversary, and the

26" centuries of the attainment of enlightenment of the Buddha.

I would like to congratulate the Thai government, the Sangha Supreme Council, and
Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University for their cooperation in hosting the United Nations Day of

Vesak, 2011. May success be with you all.
Phra Brahmasudhi

Wat Saket Ratcha Wora Mahawihara
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Message from Phra Visuddhivongsacharya
Wat Paknam Phasicharoen

Member of the Sangha Supreme Council

The United Nations Day of Vesak commemorates the birth, enlightenment, and passing
away of the Lord Buddha. The United Nations accords this day the international recognition in 1999,
and promotes celebrations in various regions to proclaim the virtues of the Lord Buddha and
promulgate his wholesome teachings to promote peace in humankind.

It is an opportune time that Thailand is hosting the international event for the United
Nations Day of Vesak on “Buddhist Virtues in Socio-Economic Development” to celebrate His
Majesty King Bhumibol’s 84" Birthday Anniversary and also the 26™ centuries of the attainment of
enlightenment of the Buddha. The Royal Thai government and the Sangha Supreme Council
therefore appointed Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University to organize the event.

| wish to congratulate all organizers and participants for your efforts and achievements. And
| wish all participants from various countries the success and contentment, and enrichment in the
Lord Buddha’s teachings.

Phra Visuddhivongsacharya
Wat Paknam Phasicharoen,

Member of the Sangha Supreme Council
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Kingdom of Cambodia
Nation Religion King
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On the auspicious occasion of the United Nations Day of Vesak, I would like to
express my deep pleasure and warm congratulation to the Supreme Sangha council, the
Royal Thai government, and Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University for holding the
8™ United Nations Day of Vesak 2011/2554. I also extend my loving-kindness to His

Majesty King Bhumibhol Adulyadej for long life and prosperity on the occasion of his
84" Birthday Anniversary.

At present almost everywhere in the world is challenging with the issues such as
wars, conflicts, violence, economic recession, Tsunami, earthquake, global warming,
climate change etc. In Buddhism we have the profound teaching of Lord Buddha that can
help solving all kinds of crises in the world. So,during this critical time it is very
important for all traditions of Buddhism to dig up all Lord Buddha’s teaching to help
solving the issues.

The first message of Lord Buddha to His disciples to propagate His sublime
teaching: “ O Bhikkhus, go forth for the good of the many, for the happiness of the
many, out of compassion for the world, for the good, benefit, and happiness of gods
and men ”. No matter how good the teaching of Awakened One is, if we don’t practice it
for any benefit; it is useless.

I strongly believe that this United Nations Day of Vesak celebration bring fruitful
for peace, happiness, prosperity, stability and sustainable development of the world.

By the virtues of attendiné this celebration may all participants be blessed by the
four Lord Buddha’s blessing namely Longevity, beauty, happiness, and strength.

Phnom Penh, ay,2011

HH TepVong

The Great Supreme Patriarch
of Kingdom of Cambodia
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CONGRATULATORY MESSAGE
H.H Holiness Samdech Preah Abhisiri Sugandha Mahasangharajah Dhipati
Bour Kry
The Great supreme Patriarch of Dhammayutt Sangha of Kingdom of Cambodia.

On the United Nations Day of Vesak Celebration
Bangkok, 12-14 May (B.E.2555) 2011

Yours Holiness,

Most Venerable, Venerable,
Excellencies,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

First of all, please allow me to express my heartfelt thanks to the organisers and especially to the
Royal Government of Thailand and Mahachulalongkornraja Vidyalya University for their kind
invitation, It is a privilege and a pleasure for me to address to this prestigious assembly.

Buddhism was found in India by Prince Sidhata of Sakya Royal Family. The Prince achieved
enlightenment at the age of 35 and passed away at the age of 80. Surprisingly, birth, enlightenment
and death of the lord Buddha were on the 15" Luna-day of Visakha. We are convincing today in
order to promote credibility and to extend our Buddhist era via physical donation and following
teachings of the lord Buddha, and to express our gratitude to the lord Buddha as we are Buddhist
followers.

| believe that this event represents a firm solidarity of Buddhists in the whole world for a sound
cooperation aimed at seeking the Path to universal harmony and spiritual peace.

Enthusiastically, | would like to express my heartfelt thanks to and pay my profound gratitude to
the organizers for organizing this great event. | am convinced that under your management and
leadership, the Vesak Celebrations will foster unity among Buddhist leaders and enhance solidarity
and brotherhood among Buddhists in order to promote understanding, tolerance, peace and
harmony among human beings.
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Ciram Titthatu Saddhammo

Supreme Patriarch Buddhist of Bangladesh.

PERMANENT ADDRESS :
Unainpura Lankaram

'Mobile : 0088-01819-624097, 01715-443604

P. O.-Moulavihat, P. S.-Patiya, Dist.-Chittagong, Bangladesh.
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FOUNDER :
Sanghara] Purmachar Bhikkhu Sangsad
Unainpura Upasak-Upashika Sangsad
Dipananda Shishu-Kishor Vandana' Sangha
Unainpura Gyariswar Trpitak Library
Unainpura Student Welfare Association

Life Member :

Buddhist Summit, Japan
Bangladesh Buddhist Association, Chittagong
Bengal Buddhist Association, West Bengal, India
Intarnational Meditation Center, Budhagaya, India

Chief Patron :
Bangladesh Buddhist Federation, Dhaka
Gyanalo - Buddnist Social & Cultural Magazine
Sougata - Buddhist Social & Cultural Magazine
Symmak - Buddhist Social & Cultural Magazine
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April 07, 2011
Congratulatol e

| am extremely pleased and honored to extend my heartfelt congratulation on the grand
occasion of United Nations Day Of Vesak Celebration 2011.This occasion is organized to
celebrate the thrice sacred occasions: the Birth, Enlightenment and Passing away of the
Shakyamuni Buddha. On behalf of all Bangladeshi Buddhists, it is a great pleasure for me
to express my sincere respect and congratulation to the Host the Royal Thai Government
and the principal organizer Mahachulalongkomrajavidyala University (MCU) for their
tireless efforts to make United Nations Day of Vesak Celebration 2011 a success.

This year the 84™ Birthday of His Majesty the King is added with this grand occasion. His
Majesty the King is the symbol of Love and Prosperity to all the people of Thailand. | wish
his long life and good health.

| am participating in the United Nations Day of Vesak since 2006. Every year | eagerly wait
for this exciting moment to meet World Buddhist Leaders who come to participate from all
over the world. We all share our views and problems and together we try to find ultimate
solution. This surely strengthens the relationship between the nations all over the world.

This time we will discuss and will try to find the way for Socio-Economic Development on
Buddhist Virtues. In the present world, people are facing socio-economic crisis which are
destroying their peace of mind and making them evil. So, the selected topic Buddhist
Virtues in Socio- Economic Development is the demand of the time. | believe that
embracing the virtues found in Buddhism is the only way to help heal the world.

May | express my sincere thank and congratulation to the Host and organizing committee
for inviting me and my delegations and giving me the opportunity to become part of this
grand occasion.

I sincerely wish that 8" United Nations Day of Vesak Celebration 2011 a great success,
and bring happiness and mindfulness to all participants.

May All Beings Be Happy

Mailing Address : » BHIKKHU DHARMESWAR, B.A (Hon's) M. A. j(1st class 1st) B. Ed. (Ist Class), Secretary to Sangh

Nandankanan, Kotwali, Chittagong-4000, Bangladesh. E-mail : bdharmeswar@yahoo.com, Mobile : 0088-01818-646748, 0158-667731
» BHIKKHU SHARANSEN., Sanaharai Assistant. Unainoura Lankaram. P. O. - Moulavihat. P. S. - Pativa. Dist. - Chittaoono. Banaladesh.
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Bangladesh Bouddha Bhikkhu Mahasabha

(The Supreme Buddhist Sangha Council of Bangladesh)

Assembly of Mahasthabir Nikaya
(Affiliated with the world Buddhist Sangha Council)
. Estd. 1753

OBJECTS :
To set up
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A hospital for Monks.

A Bhikkhu Training Centre.
A Meditation Centre.

A Library & Museum.

A Tripitak Translation &
Publication Centre.

A fund for physically
incapable Monks & Novices.
A Printing Press.

Arrange scholarships for
training and higher
education of Monks.

Work to establish amity
world over and discourage
proliferation of nuclear
weapons.

OUR BRANCES :

*

Head Office :

Dharmarajika Bouddha
Mahavihar.

Atish Dipankar Sarak,
Kamalapur, Dhaka.

Sudarshan Vihar
Hoarapara, East Guzra,
Guzra Noapara, Raozan,
Chittagong.

Dharmananda Vihar
Middle Shakpura,
Boalkhali, Chittagong.

Chandagon Sarbajanin Bouddha Vihar
Chandgaon, Chittagong City.

Pancharia Gandha kuti Vihar
Pancharia, Patiya, Chittagong.

Nandabangsha Int'l Meditation Centre
Bangalhaliya, Rajsthali
Rangamati, CHT.

Ananda Vihar
Lagnasar, Barura, Comilla.

Ref :

Date : 0B:64. 30 |

Message from
His Holiness Supreme Patriarch Sanghanayaka
Supreme Sangha Mahanikaya of Bangladesh.

It gives me immense pleasure to know that 8" United Nations Day Vesak 2011 &
International conference on Buddhism are being hosted by Mahachulalongnrajavidyalaya
University, Thailand on and from 11 to 15 may 2554/2011 under the patronage of the
supreme Sangha Council and the Royal Government of the Kingdom of Thailand on behalf
of the members of Bangladesh Buddhist Community and as Supreme Patriarch of Supreme
Sangha Mahanikaya of Bangladesh on my behalf I convey my thanks and gratitude and that
Bangladesh Bouddha Bhikkhu Mahasabha(ESTD:1753).

1 have also come to know that this year academic conference theme is “Buddhist Virtues in
Socio-economic Development”. Global situation specially in perspective of peace, and
climate change is alarming. Buddhists and Buddhism of the world have lot of things to do.
The world Buddhist leaders have the responsibility to approach the national leaders of all
nations of the world to be more concerned about peace and climate change also about
economic and social development. Buddha's universal loving kindness and compassion can
protect the human beings and all sentient beings leaders to understand five moral codes i.e,
refrain from killing, refrain from stealing others properties; refrain from sexual misconduct;
refrain from telling a lie and refrain from taking intoxicants.

The inherent message of the five moral codes should reach to each and every one of the
world as a message through the United Nations organizations for peace and stability of the
world in all respects.

Buddha said, “Hatred can’t be ceased by hatred, it may be appeased by Love alone™. It is
the eternal law and universal message of the Buddha. Through this great conference the
above message, | hope, will be communicated to each and every one of the world will be
peaceful in the days to come.

[ hope the conference a great success.

May the blessings of the great Triple gem be on all.

. i

Ven. S.Dharmapal Mahathero
Sanghanayaka(Supreme Patriarch)
Bangladesh Bouddha Bhikkhu Mahasabha
(Supreme Sangha Mahanikaya of Bangladesh)

Nava Pandit Vihar, 15, Katalgonj, Chawk Bazar, Chittagong, Bangladesh. Tel : 01818-466343, Fa.;f : 880-31-610098
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Congratulatory Address for Vesak Day

By His Holiness Most Venerable Kojun Handa
Supreme Priest, The Tendai Buddhist Denomination
Japan

It is a great pleasure to offer my heartfelt congratulation to you for Vesak Day, the celebration of
Shakyamuni Buddha'’s three sacred days, ceremonies at Ayutthaya and Bangkok in your country.

Because of the huge magnitude 9.0 earthquake and subsequent tsunami, which struck eastern Japan
on March 11", the number of people dead and those we have yet to find approaches 30,000. We are
truly hurting and suffering from this devastation. Moreover, 100,000s of people have lost their homes
and are forced to live in temporary shelters without sufficient necessary supplies. We have to do our
very best to assist the relief efforts and bring about reconstruction and a sense of normality to
people’s lives as soon as possible.

Everyone in Japan has endeavored to the utmost and our nation has united to respond courageously
to this unprecedented disaster. The foundation of this attitude is the Buddhist Path, which has
sustained the Japanese mind and spirit from ancient times.

“The greatest compassion is to forget oneself and do goods for others.” This is a teaching of our
founder, Dengyo Daishi (Saicho). | especially believe this teaching provides the strength for us to
overcome these difficulties and the driving force to reconstruct the Japanese economy.

Would you please pray for the repose of victims’ spirits and for the restoration of Japan together with
us? Your prayers of compassion will provide the illumination for Japan to rise again.

As | pray for the successful gathering of Vesak Day, I, as one who follow the Buddhist teachings,
sincerely request your prayers for Japan.




MESSAGE
FROM THE SUPREME PATRIARCH COUNCIL OF VIETNAM BUDDHIST SANGHA
On the UN Day of Vesak Celebrations 2011 in Bangkok, Thailand

The Vesak Day is the most significant day for Buddhsits all over the world, to
commemorate the three great amazing events in the Buddha’s life which occurred on the
same full-moon day, i.e., his Birthday, Enlightenment and Passing away. His pure
teachings on peace, unity, non-violence, compassion, liberation, no-self and profit for the
others, etc., are always the very lodestar of all Buddhists in cultivation for enlightenment
and the freedom of mind.

Today, on the Auspicious occassion of His Majesty the King’s 84" Birthday
Anniversary and the 8" United Nations Day of Vesak Celebrations 2011 hosted by
Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University on May 12-14, 2011 in Ayutthaya and
Bangkok, Thailand, it is very wonderful oppotunity for us to gather together in friendship
and harmony in order to discuss and find the best effective solutions for global recovery
through aspects: Buddhist ethics, education, ecology and engaged spirit, ect.; and how to
develop the world peacefully? how to promote the idea of the peaceful coexistence of all
human beings on the world? and how to strengthen the spirit of understanding, tolerance,
unity, fraternity co-operation among Buddhists from various sects around the globe?

For this auspicious occassion, on behalf of the Supreme Patriarch Council and the
Executive Council of Vietnam Buddhist Sangha as well as on my own behalf, | would
like to express my deepest appreciation with goodwill message and felicitations to His
Majesty the King of Thailand; His Holiness the Supreme Patriarch; United Nations
office; the Organizing Committee of the UN Days of Vesak Celebrations 2011;
Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University and all Thai citizens. May His Majesty the
King of Thailand having a good health, long life and happiness. May all delegates and
international Buddhsit delegations as well as all of us for peaceful anf joyful living in the
Dhamma of the Lord Buddha, and may the great success of the international Buddhsit
Conference 2011.

His Holiness THICH TRI TINH
Acting Supreme Patriarch of Vietnam Buddhist Sangha’s Supreme Patriarch
and President of Vietham Buddhist sangha’s Executive Council
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Mindful Development

A message for VESAK 2011 Thailand
“Buddhist Virtues For Socio-Economic Development™

Dear Respected Venerables and Honored Delegates,

We congratulate the Buddhist Supreme Sangha Council and all the participants and organizers of the 8"
UNDV conference, for gathering as a community to celebrate and enjoy our togetherness and to build
brotherhood and sisterhood. It is our conviction that the Buddhist teachings and practices can make a
major contribution towards a global spirituality and ethic that can guide humanity in this critical moment.

With the various crises we are witnessing in different parts of the world, it is clear that the era of
independent nations with borders and separate interests is gradually coming to a close; that the suffering
and pain of one nation is fundamentally linked to and is shared by the hearts of people of all nations; that
the instability and depression of another nation affects the prosperity and security of peoples all over the
planet. In our present time and place, it is clear that social and economic development and all the
challenges that come with it are no longer individual matters.

But we are not without hope. The problems that confront our planet and our humanity — environmental
tension, social and family dysfunction, economic instability, and political unrest — give us an opportunity to
pause, recognize, re-examine the sources of our suffering, and find a path that can lead us towards a
brighter future and to an even brighter present. This is the basic formula that the Buddha used during his
own lifetime to guide his fellow beings to tend to their suffering. This basic formula can help guide us
now, to our own salvation. The three distinctively Buddhist virtues of mindfulness, concentration, and
insight can lead us to this salvation. Applied appropriately and skillfully, they can help us discover a global
ethic and a mindful way of living that can guide the development of our society towards a more sane and
healthy direction.

We must find ways to apply the Buddhist teachings — namely, the practice of mindfulness, the teachings on
suffering and well-being, the wisdom of inter-being and non-discrimination, the Five Mindfulness
Trainings (5 Precepts-see attached), and the teachings on the Four Nutriments — so that our society can
become more mindful in its production and consumption; so that companies and individuals can produce
less toxic waste that harms our collective minds and the environment, and can consume less and in a way
that nourishes our body and heart. We as individuals and as nations should apply the Buddhist teachings of
moderation, of knowing that we already have enough.

In the intimacy of our homes, fathers and sons apply the teachings so they can have more time and be more
present for one another (rather than for their computer screens), and can restore communication by learning
to listen deeply and speak more lovingly.

In the sterile classrooms and cold halls of our institutions, teachers and students can learn ways to support
one another as in the warm atmosphere of the family, to be less stressful, to relax and handle their feelings
and emotions, and to apply themselves in a direction that is meaningful and wholesome — graduating young
people not just for the work-force of a capitalistic machine, but for a kinder and freer generation who
cooperate more than compete.

In power oriented offices of companies and governmental workplaces, colleagues and fellow workers can
serve more mindfully, building brotherhood and sisterhood, nourishing their compassion and generosity,
and guiding our society in the direction of true happiness and reconciliation.

In our modern times, as we look for models of development in the ten directions, freedom to develop is
highly prized and sought after, but at what price to our young ones and our fragile environment and at what
cost to our individual and collective body and consciousness.

It is never too late to pause and reflect and to find practices that can bring responsibility and ethical
behaviors back into our society, our governments, into our families, and our lives.

With love and trust, ’\/\‘C\}}(&L-f\
Thich Nhat Hanh




The Five Mindfulness Trainings (To be attached with congratulatory message.)

The Five Mindfulness Trainings represent the Buddhist vision for a global spirituality and ethic.
They are a concrete expression of the Buddha’s teachings on the Four Noble Truths and the Noble
Eightfold Path, the path of right understanding and true love, leading to healing, transformation,
and happiness for ourselves and for the world. To practice the Five Mindfulness Trainings is to
cultivate the insight of interbeing, or Right View, which can remove all discrimination, intolerance,
anger, fear, and despair. If we live according to the Five Mindfulness Trainings, we are already on
the path of a bodhisattva. Knowing we are on that path, we are not lost in confusion about our life
in the present or in fears about the future.

Reverence For Life

Aware of the suffering caused by the destruction of life, | am committed to cultivating the insight of
interbeing and compassion and learning ways to protect the lives of people, animals, plants, and minerals. |
am determined not to kill, not to let others kill, and not to support any act of killing in the world, in my
thinking, or in my way of life. Seeing that harmful actions arise from anger, fear, greed, and intolerance,
which in turn come from dualistic and discriminative thinking, | will cultivate openness, non-
discrimination, and non-attachment to views in order to transform violence, fanaticism, and dogmatism in
myself and in the world.

True Happiness

Aware of the suffering caused by exploitation, social injustice, stealing, and oppression, | am committed to
practicing generosity in my thinking, speaking, and acting. | am determined not to steal and not to possess
anything that should belong to others; and I will share my time, energy, and material resources with those
who are in need. | will practice looking deeply to see that the happiness and suffering of others are not
separate from my own happiness and suffering; that true happiness is not possible without understanding
and compassion; and that running after wealth, fame, power and sensual pleasures can bring much suffering
and despair. | am aware that happiness depends on my mental attitude and not on external conditions, and
that | can live happily in the present moment simply by remembering that | already have more than enough
conditions to be happy. | am committed to practicing Right Livelihood so that | can help reduce the
suffering of living beings on Earth and reverse the process of global warming.

True Love

Aware of the suffering caused by sexual misconduct, | am committed to cultivating responsibility and
learning ways to protect the safety and integrity of individuals, couples, families, and society. Knowing that
sexual desire is not love, and that sexual activity motivated by craving always harms myself as well as
others, |1 am determined not to engage in sexual relations without true love and a deep, long-term
commitment made known to my family and friends. | will do everything in my power to protect children
from sexual abuse and to prevent couples and families from being broken by sexual misconduct. Seeing
that body and mind are one, | am committed to learning appropriate ways to take care of my sexual energy
and cultivating loving kindness, compassion, joy and inclusiveness — which are the four basic elements of
true love — for my greater happiness and the greater happiness of others. Practicing true love, we know that
we will continue beautifully into the future.

Loving Speech and Deep Listening

Aware of the suffering caused by unmindful speech and the inability to listen to others, I am committed to
cultivating loving speech and compassionate listening in order to relieve suffering and to promote
reconciliation and peace in myself and among other people, ethnic and religious groups, and nations.
Knowing that words can create happiness or suffering, | am committed to speaking truthfully using words
that inspire confidence, joy, and hope. When anger is manifesting in me, | am determined not to speak. |
will practice mindful breathing and walking in order to recognize and to look deeply into my anger. | know
that the roots of anger can be found in my wrong perceptions and lack of understanding of the suffering in
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myself and in the other person. | will speak and listen in a way that can help myself and the other person to
transform suffering and see the way out of difficult situations. | am determined not to spread news that | do
not know to be certain and not to utter words that can cause division or discord. | will practice Right
Diligence to nourish my capacity for understanding, love, joy, and inclusiveness, and gradually transform
anger, violence, and fear that lie deep in my consciousness.

Nourishment and Healing

Aware of the suffering caused by unmindful consumption, | am committed to cultivating good health, both
physical and mental, for myself, my family, and my society by practicing mindful eating, drinking, and
consuming. | will practice looking deeply into how I consume the Four Kinds of Nutriments, namely edible
foods, sense impressions, volition, and consciousness. | am determined not to gamble, or to use alcohol,
drugs, or any other products which contain toxins, such as certain websites, electronic games, TV
programs, films, magazines, books, and conversations. | will practice coming back to the present moment
to be in touch with the refreshing, healing and nourishing elements in me and around me, not letting regrets
and sorrow drag me back into the past nor letting anxieties, fear, or craving pull me out of the present
moment. | am determined not to try to cover up loneliness, anxiety, or other suffering by losing myself in
consumption. I will contemplate interbeing and consume in a way that preserves peace, joy, and well-being
in my body and consciousness, and in the collective body and consciousness of my family, my society and
the Earth.




Ching Chueh Buddhist Sangha University
No.76, Kang-Hou Village, A-Lien District, Kaohsiung City, 82246
Chinese Taipei
April 10" 2011
Congratulatory Messages

The thrice-sacred day of Vesak, celebrating the Birth, Enlightenment and Passing away of the
Buddha Gautama, is the most important event for Buddhists all over the world. | am truly happy to
learn that the 84th Birthday Anniversary of His Majesty The King & the 8th International Celebration
on the Occasion of United Nations Day of Vesak 2011/2554 will be held in Thailand under the theme of

“Buddhist Virtues in Socio-Economic Development”

Beginning in the twentieth century, the world’s economy grew rapidly, especially under
globalization. However, people ignored the direction and the principles in this economic development.
For example, regeneration, environmental protection, green nature, and sustainability. Moreover, it
finally brought on a serious global financial crisis. How can we propagate the Buddhist culture,
manifest the spirit of Bodhisattva’s great compassion, and spread the traditional virtues of selflessness,
mutual assistance, honesty, donation, patience, and diligence to help the world economy recovering
from recession and create a harmonious coexistence of human society. These problems are most
important subjects and should be considered by the world’s Buddhists.

From the bottom of my heart, | fully admire the Thai Government and the Most Venerable Dr.
Phra Dharmakosajarn, Rector of Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University in organizing the eighth
United Nations Day of Vesak. The main theme of the Celebrations “Buddhist Virtues in Socio-Economic
Development” is of great importance. | believe the participants will have productive discussions and
be able to come up with positive policies and solutions to the Global Socio-Economic recovery. Finally,

| wish the Celebrations big success!

Yours in the Dharma,

%Mm

Ching Hsin
Rector, Ching Chueh Buddhist Sangha University
President, World Chinese Buddhist Sangha Council
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Most Venerable Sirs of the Maha Sangha,
Distinguished Guests and Lay Devotees,

It is a great pleasure to have been invited to participate in the Wesak
Celebrations held in the Great Kingdom of Thailand. First of all, | wish to
express my sincere gratitude to all the benevolent people who are
responsible for organizing this great event and who extended an invitation to
me to take part in the Celebrations.

| wish the protection of the Noble Triple Gem for the great Roya Buddhist
leader of Thailand His Majesty the King of Thailand and his subjects.

Brothers and Sisters,

It is our greatest duty to convey our gratitude to the late honourable former
Minister of Foreign Affairs Laxman Kadiragamar of the Democratic
Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka.

This Wesak day was declared as an international day by the United Nations
according to the proposal of him in the year 1998.

This year’s Wesak is of great significance to Buddhists in the entire World,
because this year marks the 2600™ anniversary of the attainment of the
enlightenment by our greatest teacher, the Buddha Gautama. Not only that,
but also the first sermon known as ‘Dhammacakkapawattana Sutta’ was
delivered to the five ascetics at Isipattana Deer Park. Where Kondanna upon
hearing it, attained Arahathood which established the Bhikkhu order
completing the three pillars of Buddhism, namely the Buddha, Dhamma and
Sangha. Therefore, today we make a strong resolution to pay homage to the
Buddha.

Brothers and Sisters,

The main objective of this gathering is to share each other’s views and to
take appropriate decision to preserve Buddhism and to bring unity among
all.

We have to live together. We have to understand each other. The world is
ever coming closer together. We can now travel in twenty-four hours
distances which we could not have done in a month, a few years ago.
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The world today is very close together. We are equal. Ty his doctrine of
Samanatmata the Buddha teaches the true equality of man in an age when
man is struggling to cast off the fetters of man made and unjust inequalities.

It is important that all Delegates, Observers and guests who are gathered
here to follow the teachings of Lord Buddha. It is our noble responsibility to
propagate the teaching of the Buddha with the View to develop compassion,
unity, harmony and peace.

Brothers and Sisters,

The West, over the last three centuries, even during the time their ideals and
philosophies influenced the entire world. The West has also made a
significant contribution to the propagation of Buddhism. In other words, the
West has already undertaken the task of taking the Buddha Dhamma.

But Asia, the cradle of Buddhism, is infected with a Virus of unethical
religious conversions. Religious missionaries and fundamentalists who have
failed in their own lands are engaged in unethically converting the Buddhists
in most parts of the Asian region, into their religions. This is an insult to
humanity. This is a disgraceful act, condemned by the civilized world. We
must take measures to prevent these activities. If not, we ar edoing a great
injustice to our own people and we would one day regret.

Brothers and Sisters,

Today we are living in the most important period of human history at the
period when modern Buddbhist civilization is crumbling and we are faced
with the task of building a new civilization to take its place. For this purpose
we should propagate Dhamma.
Buddhism is able to give the religious message once again to a dark and
doubting world, as the spirit of the Dhamma is in full accord with the spirit
of the New Age.

Thank you.

The Most Venerable Davuldena Gnanissara Maha Nayaka Thera
(Supreme Patriarch of the Sri Lanka Amaraputa Nikaya)

Sri Vidya Vijaya Aramaya

Davuldena Sri Gnanissara Maha Nahimi Mawatha

Pagoda, NUGEGODA

Sri Lanka E-mail: dgnanissara@gmail.com
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Message
On the United Nations Day of Vesak Celebrations 2011
From the Most Venerable Prof. Dr. Dharmakosajarn
Rector, Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University
President, International Association of Buddhist Universities
President, International Council of United Nations Day of Vesak

The people, the Buddhist communities and the Royal Government of Thailand are
proud and privileged to have the honor of holding the 8th United Nations Day of
Vesak Celebrations 2011/2554. As already known to many, this great event is aimed
at creating understanding among the Buddhist communities worldwide which in
the end would bring peace and stability to the world at large in this time of severe
global crises and numerous challenges.

For the celebrations this year, Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University, of which
I have the honor of serving as its rector, is rendering its efforts, time and energy
towards successful the 8 th United Nations Day of Vesak Celebrations and the 84 th
Birthday Anniversary of His Majesty the King under the guidance of the Supreme
Sangha Council of Thailand and the support of the Royal Thai Government.
Necessary preparations have been made to help facilitate foreign guests from all over
the world.

I would like to welcome you all to join us for this concurrence of the two auspicious
celebrations in order to bring greater mutual understanding and peace to
mankind. May the blessings of the Triple Gems be upon you all.

Yours in the Dhamma,

~P‘®. )LQWWV

The Most Venerable Prof. Dr. Dharmakosajarn
Rector, Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University
President, International Association of Buddhist Universities
President, International Council of United Nations Day of Vesak
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Vesak Message
XN

The Buddha imparted to the world with a principle doctrine saying cittena niyati
loko which means ‘the world is led by mind.” What it really means is the human world
including all their activities is driven by their mind or thought. If the mind or thought
drives all of our activities in our lives to be wholesome ones, we call it ‘development’ i.e.
change which makes life and the world better both socially and economically.

Therefore, the right process of development based on Buddhist virtues is mental and
material development at the same pace because the well-developed mind is the
foundation of material development including socio-economic development. In other
words, the well-developed mind drives all aspects of development to wholesome
development or sustainable development for which mankind in this world all is
searching at the present. Buddhist virtues are sources for transforming our minds to be
wholesome driving force leading socio-economic development to its success and benefit
for all mankind.

Today, all of you have once more congregated for this year’s important day of
Buddhism and of the world as a whole i.e. United Nations Day of Vesak. I do hope that it
is an opportunity for all of you to introspect on those principle Buddhist virtues for
mental development which are the foundation of our lives. This will eventually lead to
socio-economic development which is the foundation of peace, happiness and
sustainability of human being in the world.

I wish the conference will proceed with a success and fulfill all aims.

P Dhrspporisp olisimed,

Phra Theppariyattivimol
Rector, Mahamakut Buddhist University
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Message from
The Most Venerable Phra Maha Ganacharnchin Dhammasamadhivatra (Yentek)

CHINESE BUDDHIST ORDER OF SANGHA IN THAILAND

The Buddhas observe that even though humankind is not aware of its sufferings, for its
wisdom are clouded by ignorance and blindness to the ways to cease such sufferings. Therefore the
Lord Buddha comes to the world with great aspirations. He spoke of four extraordinary meritorious
circumstances: to be born human is extraordinary, to listen to dharma is extraordinary, “to be born
in a favorable place is extraordinary, and to find a discerning master of dharma is also
extraordinary.” It is remarkable that all of us present here have fulfilled these circumstances.

In such an opportune moment, we should study Buddhist teachings most profoundly in
order to really perceive the dharma as revealed and intended by the Lord Buddha. We shall be
devoted to practicing in the Buddhist ways with strong determination.

It is my wish for all of us to treat each other with kindness, refrain from aggrieving others in
anyway. We shall carry out the Buddhist pledge and uphold the prevalence of Buddhism in places
where people are not so fortunate. This year, the year of celebration for His Majesty King Bhumibol’s
84" Birthday Anniversary, is also a great opportunity for us all to make merits and heighten the
goodness in us.

As the leader Chinese Buddhist order of Sangha in Thailand, | wish all organizers and
participants of the International Conference on the United Nations Day of Vesak 2011 great success
and wisdom in the dharma of the Lord Buddha to carry out the Buddhist endeavors for the greater
goods.

The Most Venerable Phra Maha Ganacharnchin Dhammasamadhivatra (Yentek)

Supreme Shangka of Chinese Mahayana Sect of Thailand
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VIETNAM BUDDHIST UNIVERSITY
750 Nguyen Kiem, Phu Nhuan, TP. HCM
Tel: +84-83-8478779 — Fax: +84.83-8443416

MESSAGE FOR 2011 UN DAY OF VESAK CELEBRATIONS

According to Mahayana tradition practiced in Asia, Vesak falls on May 8 of lunar calendar,
while it is May 15 based on Theravada tradition.

This year, the UN Vesak Day is celebrated in Thailand with great fervour and reverence by
the Buddhists throughout the world is of great significance to our practice. On the occasion of
the Buddha’s 2635th birthday, | would like to take this opportunity to wish international
Buddhist communities and all global citizens a very happy Vesak and to express my gratitude to
the chairman of ICUNDYV and leaders of Mahasanghas for their noble duty and performance for
the success of the Vesak celebrations.

Joining together here with Buddhist people around the world to reflect on the birth,
enlightenment and passing away of the Buddha is to remind us to practice the Buddha’s message
of loving kindness and wisdom for removing human suffering and hardship. The Noble Eightfold
Path explored by the Buddha is an effective solution for global economic order and all human
problems. The great spiritual contribution that the Buddha has made to the world is his ethical
philosophy bringing peace and happiness to modern world.

It is obvious that together we are able not only to contribute, in fidelity to our Buddhist
traditions, to the well-being of our nations, but also to the whole world. In this way, all Buddhist
traditions, either Theravada, Mahayana and Vajrayan, can strengthen cooperation in order to
share with each other our spiritual treasures.

There is poverty (moral, and spiritual), deprivation, injustice and inequality which threaten
peaceful co-existence on this earth. As Buddhists, we value all freedom, happiness, care and
respect, enjoining a spirit of detachment which allows us to use the Buddhist ethical principles to
cure suffering of this world.

The practice of mindfulness, non-attachment and contentment would help us spiritually
nourishing the human heart, substantially enriching life with a deeper insight into the meaning of
existence on one hand, and bring happiness and tranquility to mankind on the other hand. Sustain
our commitment to promoting the goodwill of the whole human community is a good sign for
sustainable development.

In order to improve human values and dignity, we should realize the goodness and potential
of man and overcome our weaknesses, and to transform psychological unwholesomeness for
gaining the highest happiness and peace.

Vesak day is a time for us to use our collective wisdom to protect all forms of life and
environment, to enhance the quality of happiness and contribute to the well-being of human
society.

During Vesak, we should contemplate on the Middle Path as the ultimate message of the
Buddha to mankind problems, so that we can develop morality, compassion and wisdom for the
attainment of the Nibbana.

I wish the success of this international Vesak and let there be the Blessings of the Triple
Gem.

Most Ven.Prof.Dr. Thich Tri Quang
(Rector)
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Jogye Order of Korean Buddhism
45 Gyunji-dong, Jongro-gu, Seoul 110-170, Korea
www.koreanbuddhism.net

14 April,2011

As people in the world are aware of, Buddhism is about the teachings of non-attachment and
the wisdom of contentment. Even if Buddhists are disadvantaged by the others, Buddhists try
to adhere to tolerance and concession. In the history of humankind, Buddhism is the most
peaceful religion. Because of economic, political and religious greed, the world is burning
from suffering. However, Buddhists can shine a light on this world like the full moon that rises

on Vesak day.

This Buddhist philosophy and the “Buddhist virtues on social-economic development” may
sound distant from each other. | believe this consideration arises when the general
misconception gets associated with an idea that considers Buddhism is pessimistic and

passive.

I'd like to approach “Buddhist virtues on social-economic development” from an angle of
compassion. If Buddhists actively participate in economic development and help those in
need with commodities generated from such development, it would be an ideal practice of

positive compassion.

The Internet connects the world in real time. Like make other countries, tasks in companies
and students’ classes in Korea are made possible by connecting to the Internet. On the other
side, three bhillion people who compose half of world's population are isolated from the
conveniences of information technology. Also, according to IBRD (International Bank for
Reconstruction and Development), world’'s 1.4 billion people live in extreme poverty on under

$1.25 a day. This is the cold reality of the human world.

You all may remember a wealthy merchant called Anathapindika. He built and dedicated
Jetavana, which was the first Buddhist monastery. After the Jetvana Monastery, Venuvana

Vihara (Bamboo Park), and many other beautiful temples were built and dharma teachings
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were delivered. Even though the Jetavana has vanished through time and only some vestiges
remain, | believe inside many majestic and splendid Buddhist temples, Anathapindika’s
earnest heart still remains. If it were not for Anathapindika and other patrons, | wonder if

Buddhism would have grown as fast as it has.

Through socio-economic development, we must raise more Buddhist patrons. We should also
actively participate and guide such efforts so they progress in a direction that benefits all
sentient beings. The effort should not dwell on achieving rapid growth, which will destroy
humanity and nature. We must shift the paradigm in order to unify and harmonize everyone.
If we can deliver the fruits of our labor to our neighbors in need and through such efforts, the
teachings of Buddha can manifest. We then could come a step closer to the utopia of a

Buddhaland.

If we approach with the spirit of compassion, we can simultaneously accomplish development
in Buddhism and development in our society. Currently, the Jogye Order of Korean Buddhism
manages “Korean Buddhist Foundation for Social Welfare and Volunteering” with an annual
budget of 147 billion Korean won (about 135 million in US dollars). | believe this is an
important movement to strengthen the Buddhist community. It has also been a major
contribution to spread a positive image of Buddhism in Korea. This is the true power of

compassion.

Lately, many countries in the world are experiencing great number of deaths from natural

disasters. All of our karmas have gathered to create this samsara. Other

people’s pain is no different then my own. I'd like to conclude this congratulatory message

with praying for all sentient beings with Buddha's blessings.

Signature

The Most Ven. Jaseung

President, Jogye Order of Korean Buddhism
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Unified Vietnamese Buddhist Congregation of Australia — New Zealand
Sakyamuni Buddhist Centre
32 Archibald St, Lyneham ACT 2602 CANBERRA-AUSTRALIA.

May 7, 2011; BE 2555

Congratulatory Message

Respected Greetings from Australia
to: -ICUNDV Chair & Committee Members
— Senior Leaders, Mahasangha & Academic Members
world-wide
— all participants of the 2011 UNDV Ceremony &
Conference

We Sangha and lay delegates from Australia, a great Pacific
country, where Buddhism is the fastest growing religion in
the world (800% increased between 1981-2006), wish to take
the opportunity of UNDV 2011 to express our deep gratitude
to the MCU Rector, MCU Sangha and Staffs, many other
venerable Thai Sangha, many respected 10C/ ICUNDV/
IABU members, and many many others, who have working
so hard for the wonderful success for this most important
among all world-Buddhist events, this most solemnised
among all large-scale Dhamma mission meeting, the most
world-widely-represented among all international Sangha
gatherings that the Buddhist history has ever seen. This
gathering is a continuation from the very first, true, humble
international Buddhist leaders meeting, happen in 1950 in
Colombo Sri Lanka, for creating the famous World
Fellowship of Buddhists, its permanent Headquarters is now
also here in Bangkok. We strongly believe that the Buddhist
world ought to be deeply indebt toward all grandeur efforts
that Thai Sangha, and Thai as a nation, has been, and is
being, with much resourceful and willingness, offered to the
highest realm ever of world Dhamma disseminations and
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world Sangha meetings. Without much of a noble vision and
a leadership in-trusted and embodied onto its history, Thai
Buddhists and Thai Sangha could have not be able to do
this. Once again, may we Australian Buddhists and Sangha
send our deep congratulation to the Thai Buddhists and
Thai Sangha for this open, meaningful and constructive
forum.

In the spirit of harmony, unity and mutual respect, we
Buddhists of the world are coming here in Bangkok to
showcase the world our joint efforts, our collaborative
brotherhood, our shared duties in preserving, promoting
and developing the Dhamma, in exploring and maximising
the Sangha blessings and guidance roles on how together we
could build this fragile earth, this chaotic humanity a better
place to live.

We believe that for the sake of sustainable peace and
dignified survival of the whole world, we the humanity will
have to slow down its uncontrollable consumption of natural
resources and man-made products, we will have to drop all
arm-race plans and violence contacts for immediately
starting meaningful dialogues, we will have to adopt the
mutual respect measures and democratic, free and open
process in solving all international, national and regional
confrontations and differences.

We believe that all good and visionary governments of the
world, some in the Asian continent included, will agree to
apply traditional measures in dealing with religious
communities for the peace of their respective nations,
including respecting the moral conductors and religious
practitioners, allowing them with full freedom in exercising
their roles of guiding a society without fear and social
classes, without discrimination and hatred, a society where
fractional and personal interests should be recognised fairly
but always put below national and humanity interests.
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On this issue, we hereby send our appeal from Australia to
the Vietnamese Government for its unconditioning release
from custody of our Unified Buddhist Church of Vietnam's
Acting Patriarch, the Most Venerable Thich Quang Do. He
IS now 84 year of age, already under administrative
detention since last 29 years, and it's time for him to be free
then he could exercise his sangha and dhamma duties
toward UBCV Sangha and laity, both in Vietnam and
abroad.

We believe that even much effort have been done in the
Immediate past decades, but the world Sangha need to be in
meeting each other more closer and more regular, at which
lots more need to be learned from each others, and at which
practical appreciation and true recognition need to be
excercised from each others’ traditions and contributions.

We are hopeful that through these United Nations' Day of
Vesak gatherings, we could plan more regional and then
international scale and collaborative programs, where our
younger generation of Sangha and educated laity can come
to share and learn from each other, formally in Buddhist
univesities and informally in forums, seminars and retreats.

It's timely for us to hope, that more practical gatherings,
such as week-long Vinaya or Abhidhamma retreats, month-
long Sutra study retreats, or a kind of intercontinental
Bikkhu forums on social morality, or Asian-wide bikkhuni
seminars on social activities, so on, can be started soon, with
much supports from the Elder Sangha and wider laity
circles.

May | on behalf of Australian delegation, to pay my homage
to the respected mahasangha of the world, and send my trust
and hope to all delegates at this UNDV gathering.

To the dear world Sangha and Dhamma brothers and
sisters, for the meaningful growth and the real progress of
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world Dhamma and Sangha, we Australian Buddhists

always avail ourselves, are are willing to respond, all at your
calling.

Most Venerable THICH QUANG BA

Deputy Chair, Unified Vietnamese Buddhist Congregation
of Australia-New Zealand

Canberra 7 May 2011.
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The Los Angeles Buddhist Union
oo R S A

7833 Emerson Place, Rosemead, CA gir7o0 USA Tel: (626 2801213

10 April 2011

Congratulatory Message

On behalf of the Los Angeles Buddhist Union, | express my congratulations and blessing to
the 8th United Nations Day of Vesak celebration with the 84th birthday of His Majesty, the
King of Thailand.

| also express my gratitude to all who worked to organize this event.

We all are facing natural and man-made disasters every day. They are challenging and
religions have to explain and face the consequences. People are losing their peace of mind
and live in fear and suspicion. Rather than adding disputes, we all as Buddha's students must
get together to lead peaceful lives as concerned people.

We human beings have to take responsibility to take care of the environment. Let us take this
opportunity to remember the importance of interdependence.

We Buddhists need to encourage and educate each other to live in harmony by example. Let
us remember the teachings of the Buddha and to learn from each other to improve ourselves.

We can help through unity and understanding to serve our communities. Let us continue the
practice that we have been taught to aid our efforts for the benefit of all living beings.

Respectfully,

¢

Bhante Chao Chu
President, Los Angeles Buddhist Union
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BANGLADESH BOUDDHA KRISTI PRACHAR SANGHA
Dharmarajika Buddhist Monastery
Atish Dipankar Sarak, P.O. Basabo, P.S. Sabujbag
Dhaka-1214, Bangladesh.

Date: 18" April, 2011.
CONGRATULATORY MESSAGE

It is indeed a matter of profound delectation for me to send this message on the occasion of
United Nations Day of Vesak Celebrations and Buddhist Conference 2011/B.E. 2554 which is going to
be organized by Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University (MCU) of Thailand. The world is
illuminated through the ideals of Buddhism and MCU is endeavoring to sharpen the light of
consciousness to practice the Buddha's teachings to secure social amity, harmony and peace. Peace
and survival on earth are threatened by human activities which look a commitment to humanitarian
values. Buddhism strictly limits itself to the delineation of a way of life designed to eradicate human
suffering. Buddhism today is by no means a univocal concept, but is applied in various ways and in
various circumstances. The Buddha's teachings seek to approach the problems of society by
reforming the individuals constituting that society and by showing general principles through which

the society can be guided towards harmony and indiscrimination.

I heartily extend my appreciation and admiration to MCU for organizing the thrice-sacred day

of Vesak at playing a laudable role in disseminating Buddhism across the globe.

TR, Y

(Ven. Suddhananda Mahathero)
President
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World Buddhism Development Association

2011/4/13

Following the Buddha's thought and creating a happy life.
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To treat all sentient beings with compassion.

To undertake task with responsibility.

To appreciate matters surrounding with bright mind.
To take introspection with modesty.

To share other s happiness with cheerfulness.

To carry the successful experience on with self-denial.
To advocate the right doxy with unchanging mind.

DIEFERY - B A B R REF I A To absolve guilt with forgiveness.
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Postscript
Signature

Name and position 7
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To cherish what we have with gratitude.

Delightful giving to those who needs help.

To accept things happened with ordinariness.

To turn down the most precious possession, and leave it willingly.
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THE BUDDHIST ASSOCIATION OF CHINA

Date.  April 18,2011
Congratulatory Messages

from
The Most Venerable Xue Cheng
Vice President in Executive, the Buddhist Association of China
Vice Chairman, International Council of the United Nations Day of Vesak
Vice Chairman, International Association of Buddhist Universities

The thrice-sacred day of Vesak, celebrating the Birth, Enlightenment and Passing away of
the Buddha Gautama, is the most important event for Buddhists all over the world. I am really
glad to learn that the eighth United Nations Day of Vesak will be held in Thailand under the theme
of “Buddhist Virtues in Socio-Economic Development”

In world today, there are so many serious global crisis to issue a warning to humankind.
As western civilization has dominated the globalization process and swept every corner of the
world, the current development patterns and lifestyles lead to ever increasing danger. The
entire world is now facing severe challenges to sustainable development. With the crisis ever
graver, and dangers increasingly imminent, human beings should wake up and realize: this
series of crisis, which have occurred, are ongoing and will continue in the future, including
natural disasters, epidemics, wars and financial crisis, economic crisis, and many other crises,
all are rooted in spiritual crisis and mind crisis of the humans, the external manifestation of
endangered minds. The minds are in crisis due to a narrow and erroneous views of the world,
of life and values formed from illusion and ignorance, which triggered and enhanced such
annoyances as greed, anger, ignorance, lethargy. These hindrances obscure the intrinsic true
nature of humankind.

Buddhism puts much emphasis on ‘mind". Avatamsaka Sutra says, “Mind is like the painter,
able to paint various worlds: the five aggregates thus originate; there is no dharma it does not
create..” If people indeed wish to know the Buddhas of the three time periods, they should
contemplate the nature of the dharma-realm; all is but mind's creation.” (Chapter 16,
80-chapter edition) Shurangama Sutra says, “You should level your mind-ground, then
everything else in the world would be level.” (Chapter 5) Maha Prajnaparamita Sutra says, “All
dharmas have mind as their precursor. One who knows the mind thoroughly understands all
dharmas. All the worldly dharmas are created by mind. The mind does not observe its various
faults and errors. Virtuous and non-virtuous (karmas) all arise from mind.” (Chapter 568)
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Miilajata Hridayabhtimi Dhyana Siitra says, “The Pure Mind is the root of virtuous karma, and
the non-virtuous mind is the root of evil karma. The world becomeg,pure because the mind
becomes pure, and the world becomes polluted because the mind becomes polluted. In the
Buddha's teaching, the mind is the primary leader, with everything following the mind.”
(Chapter 4) The wisdom of Buddhism is both wide and deep. Its aim is to turn our defilements
into Bodhichitta. Mind is the origin of all dharmas. If every person can dispel delusion and
egocentrism, wipe out the three poisons of greediness, hatred, ignorance, and have a clear
mind, and adopt this attitude toward others, family, community, nation, and the world, then the
world will naturally reach a state of harmony.

Inspired by Buddhists’ values, vision of the world, and methodology, people are gradually
awakened from the dilemma of modern civilization, and have initiated a more profound
revolution than science revolution and social revolution: the spiritual revolution. This revolution
needs to get nourishment from wisdom of Buddhism, which is centered on mind cultivation. A
new culture, literally ‘Mind Culture’, is to be created through seeking insights into the current
situation, and combining latent wisdom of all human beings in order to counteract egoism,
greediness, and materialism which dominate the present world. Since materialism and egoism
are playing a leading role in the society, we should propagate this “Mind Culture”, spread the
Buddhists’ teachings of “cultivating precepts, mindfulness and wisdom, wiping out greediness,
hatred and ignorance”, and work towards the formation of the new civilization of “Mind
Culture”.

1 really admire the Most Venerable Dr. Phra Dharmakosajarn, Rector of
Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University to organize the eighth United Nations Day of Vesak.
The main theme of the Celebrations “Buddhist Virtues in Socio-Economic Development” is of
great importance. I believe all the participants must be able to come up with a great and fruitful
Buddhist solutions to the development of humankind society after discussions. Finally, I wish
the Celebrations a complete success!

XUE& CHENG

The Most Venerable Xue Cheng
Vice President in Executive, the Buddhist Association of China
Vice Chairman, International Council of the United Nations Day of Vesak
Vice Chairman, International Association of Buddhist Universities
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Wednesday, April 06, 2011
Some great achievementsto celebrate!

The United Nations Day of Vesak, UNDV, has been able to reach and expand outside
the New York United Nations HQs due mainly to three crucial factors: the cooperation
between different Buddhist schools and nations; the extraordinary generosity of the
government and people of the Kingdom of Thailand; and the energy of its Buddhist higher
learning institution, Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University and its competent leader in
the Most Venerable Rector Prof. Dr. Phra Dharmakosajarn.

It has been an enormous privilege to have been part of it for the last seven years,
three of which serving as its Secretary General. | have witnessed numerous progresses made
at the UNDV. Most notable are (a) the ever closer relationship among different Buddhist
traditions, countries, individuals and universities since 2004; (b) the birth of the International
Association of Buddhist Universities (IABU) in 2007, which is celebrating its 2rd summit and
conference in December this year; (c) the birth of the Association of Theravada Buddhist
Universities (ATBU) in 2007, which is holding its 3rd conference in November this year; (d)
the birth of the Mekhong River Basin Buddhist Universities Group in 2008 (e) the project to
create a Buddhist electronic catalogue, called Union Catalogue of Buddhist Texts (UCBT), for
all Buddhist texts in Sanskrit, Pali, Chinese and Tibetan/ Mongolian, drawing expertise from
23 universities across USA, Europe and Asia; (f) the project to compile a book, called
Common Buddhist Text (CBT), that includes essential, common as well as unique teachings
from the Theravada, Mahayana and Vajraya schools, which is on-going.

This year the UN Day of Vesak celebrations coincide with the 2,600" anniversary of
the Buddha’s enlightenment. Besides, the UNDV which was was very fortunate to have been
able to celebrate its 2006 events in honour of His Majesty the King of Thailand's 60th
Anniversary of Ascending to the Throne, yet again this year, the UNDV and the worldwide
Buddhist communities are privileged to hold the 8th UNDV conference in honour of His
Majesty the King's auspicious 84th Royal Birthday.

May His Majesty be blessed with the Triple Jewels of the Buddha, the Dhamma and
the Sangha for His long life, good health, happiness and success in anything that His Majesty
undertakes.

May the UNDV also live long for the Buddha's dharma and world peace.

Venerable Dr. Khammai Dhammasami
DPhil (Oxford), Hon PhD (MCU)
Member of the ICUNDV, Executive Secretary of the IABU & the ATBU,
Co-Convener of the UCBT and Chairman of the Compilation Committee for the CBT
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itfw Dharma Drum Sangha University

14-5, Banling, Jinshan Dist., New Taipei City, 20842, Taiwan. ROC
Telephone: +886-2-2498-7171; Fax: +886-2-2408-2084
12 May 2011

Dear Chairman, Most honored leaders and guests of the world:

Knowing that Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University (MCU) is holding the 8"
International Celebration on the Occasion of United Nations Day of Vesak & Buddhist
Conference from 12-14 May, 2011 to celebrate United Nations Day of Vesak and the 84
Birthday Anniversary of His Majesty the King, it is a great honor and joy for myself, Venerable
Guo Hui, representing the Abbot and monastics of Dharma Drum Mountain, to participate in
this distinguished gathering today.

Today, in the 21%* century, while the Vesak celebration commemorating the Buddha's
birth, enlightenment, and nirvana has been recognized internationally, it has also become a
communication platform for world Buddhism to synthesize the wisdom of all people to
develop world peace and harmony. This year’s theme for discussion is "Buddhist Virtues in
Socio-Economic Development.” People seek happiness in life, yet most people devote their
efforts to reaping material and economic rewards. A highly developed economy, however,
also presents problems such as the depletion and waste of global resources. But does
rampant growth bring real happiness to humankind? And is economic growth the foundation
of human happiness?

Buddhism speaks of causes and conditions, and cause and effect. Humanity depends on
the overall state of the natural environment, and environmental destruction is a crisis for
human existence. Real human happiness comes not from material prosperity, but from peace
of mind. What we can do is pacify the mind that is forever in pursuit of externals. In terms of
the material world, our wants are many, while our needs are few. If we can go even further
to become aware of and pacify our own minds, then our vexations, fears, and desires will
naturally decrease, and we can savor the flavor of happiness. When we reduce our desires,
know contentment, and live simply, we can treasure whatever resources are available, reduce
harm to the environment, and resolve issues created by the competition between various
groups for resources. Dharma Drum Mountain advocates Protecting the Spiritual Environment,
hoping that everyone, by first developing peace of mind, will act ethically in their economic
and family lives, and go on to establish a harmonious society that allows everyone to live

happily.

In closing, we sincerely wish the Conference every success, and hope that it will spread the
light and warmth of Buddhist compassion and wisdom throughout the world, filling it with
peace and happiness.

fjo o

Venerable Vice-Abbot Guo-huei
Dharma Drum Mountain (DDM)
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Buddhismo Theravada México A.R.

April 8, 2011

Message to the United Nations' Day of Vesak Celebrations and
Buddhist Conference 2011/B.E. 2554

Vesak is the most important date in the Buddhist calendar. In the Theravada countries this
date is used to mark a new Buddhist year. Therefore this year’s Vesak will mark the beginning
of the year 2554 since the Buddha's passing away.

This eighth international celebration represents a continuing effort to bring together Buddhist
leaders, academics, scholars and participants from an increasing number of countries to
commemorate the three important events in the life of the Buddha, His Birth, Enlightenment

and Passing Away, and also to discuss our main subject: Buddhist Virtues in Socio-Economic
Development.

Since last year, when we celebrated the seventh international celebration of Vesak, many of
the events that have happened in the world bring to the forefront of our attention the urgent
need of putting into practice the Buddha s teachings of ethics and compassion. Therefore, in
this auspicious occasion let us renew our personal commitment to work for the global
development of these much-needed qualities.

On behalf of the Mexico Delegation I would like to express our gratitude to the organizers of
this important event for making possible this large congregation of Buddhists from every
corner of the world to discuss and exchange ideas on how to make a better world under the
Buddha's main guidelines of wisdom and compassion.

May the Buddha's teachings illuminate the way of all of us for the peace and welfare of all
beings!

2 Ja KK had H“”";L_it:_w‘
Venerable Bhikkhu Nandisena
Head of Mexico Delegation
Abbot Dhamma Vihara, Mexico
Spiritual Director of Buddhismo Theravada México AR
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Message
From Ven. Hui-Chian (EZ 58 £FT)

Vice President of the Yuan Kuang Buddhist College
(B HER PRI R)

Your Holiness, Most Venerables, Your Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen,

On the Occasion of the 2011 United Nations Day of Vesak and the 84th Birthday
Anniversary of His Majesty the King of Thailand, with the Conference from May 12 to 14,
| am so honored to have the chance to express my sincere congratulations and blessings.

As a Buddhist Educator, | deeply recognize that this meaningful occasion is not only a
celebration for the Buddha’s and the Thai King’s birth, but also a very successful
educational activity to demonstrate how different Buddhist traditions, even different
religions, can work together smoothly and harmoniously for the world peace and the
progress of human enlightenment.

Especially the world is full of challenges and problems nowadays, such as global
financial meltdown, environmental disruption, and ignorant violence, we Buddhists have
more responsibilities to work together to deliver the Buddha’s teaching, which essence is
wisdom and loving kindness, and which is the real and effective approach to pass
through those challenges resolve those problems.

Finally, | want to sincerely appreciate the organizers, sponsors, supporters, and
anyone who facilitate this important occasion, so that world becomes more bright,
harmonious, peaceful, colorful, hopeful, and wonderful!

May the Triple Gems bliss all sentient beings!

Ven. Hui-Chian

No. 78, Sec. 5, Yue Meij Li, Zhong-Li City, Taiwan 320, R.0O.C.  TEL: 886+3-498-0976 ‘
FAX: 886+3-498-1167 Cell:886+937-719-479  Email : venhc@yahoo.com.tw \\b

Homepage ' http://ykbc.tw  http://www.lotushome.org

e



INRUWNSENRLNLNUNING
INTERNATIONAL BUDDHIST COLLEGE

88, Mu 2, Thung Mo Subdistrict, Khuan Sato, Amphoe Sadao, Songkhla 90240, Thailand.
Tel: 66-74-318345 Fax: 66-74-318346 E-mail: info@ibc.ac.th Wed site: hitp://ibc.ac.th

1 May, 2011
MESSAGE

| wish to convey my warmest congratulations and appreciation to the organizers of the 8" International
Celebration on the Occasion of the United Nations Day of Vesak 2011/2554. This grand celebration is
again being generously hosted by the Royal Thai Government and organized by the
Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University (MCU) with the blessings of the Thai Supreme Sangha
Council and the support of the International Council of the United Nations Day of VVesak and many
Buddhist organizations from different countries.

The Celebration this year is special because participants from other countries join the people of
Thailand to celebrate the 84" Birthday Anniversary of His Majesty the King of Thailand. The people of
Thailand are very fortunate to have a King who shows great compassion, care and concern for His
people.

The Buddha's noble teachings are as relevant today as they were 2600 years ago when the Buddha
started to teach after His Enlightenment. We only have to re-express the teachings in the modern
context to help solve many problems faced by the world today. Let us lead a more simple life to stop
the destruction of the global environment. The main theme this year on “Buddhist Virtues in Socio-
Economic Development’ is an important topic to be discussed by Buddhist leaders and scholars and
other delegates.

May we meet to renew friendship and also provide mutual encouragement and inspiration to put the
Buddha's Teachings into practice for a better world. May we continue to learn from the great teachers
of the different Buddhist traditions.

May all beings be well and happy!

~

e
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Venerable Wei Wu,
Council Chairman,
International Buddhist College
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| have great pleasure in issuing a message on the memorable occasion of
commemorating UN Vesak Day Celebrations in 2011 under the patronage of the
king, the government and the people of the Royal kingdom of Thailand. With
gratitude | should recall here the efforts taken and the dedication shown by the
Royal kingdom of Thailand towards commemorating the Vesak Day in a glorious
and befitting way after the UN Declaration to the effect that the Full moon Day of
May should be an international holiday. It was late Hon. Lakshman
Kadiragamar, the Minister of Foreign Affairs in Sri Lanka, with concurrence of
other Buddhist countries, who initiated the UN resolution for declaring the Vesak
Day an international holiday. The Buddhists of the entire world responded happily
and enthusiastically to the UN recognition thus shown by transforming the Vesak
Day celebrations into an international event. MCU is successful enough to unite
the majority of the Buddhist world under one flag.

This year is very important for us because we are commemorating the 2600 years’
anniversary of the Buddha’s Enlightenment which falls in the year 2011. The
Vesak Day signifies the three principle events of the life of the Enlightened One.
As the Buddhists believe, it is the day on which the message of the Buddha, “the
reality of the world’, was proclaimed, Therefore, as | think the Buddhist of the
world should also be sensitive to the unique message of Buddhism without which
the ceremonies and celebrations become meaningless. Therefore, on the Vesak
Day of this year, we should resolve that the practice show the results of being
Buddhist that can be experienced in this very life. Further more, we should resolve
that all efforts should be made to send across the message of the Buddha to the

millions of people who have not heard this self healing path of liberation.

Requesting this to be kept in mind, | wish that the blessings of the Triple Gem be

with the whole humanity.
Ven.Dr.Akuratiya Nanda Nayake Thero

Chief Prelate of Westarn Province of Sri Lanka.
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Spanish Soto Zen Buddhist Community
46356 Casas del Rio

Comunidad Valenciana

Espafa

6 April 2011

We, disciples of Buddha

We, disciples of Buddha, have met in Thailand on the occasion of Vesak 2553, thanks
to the generosity of the Sangha Supreme Council of Thailand and the Royal Thai
Government and the Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University (MCU) of Thailand.
We have been thousands of venerable monks, buddhist priests and laity who we are
gathered here coming from the five continents of our planet Earth.

Our planet is so hurt in our age by a development model that puts a false economic
benefits based on ambition and greed to truly human and spiritual values as taught
by the Buddhadharma.

As followers of Buddhadhamma we can not adopt a passive attitude toward the
development model imposed by the religion of the market, which is causing so much
pain in millions of human beings and is deteriorating so badly the environment
necessary for a healthy existence.

We have come together to realize and proclaim to the world that the socio-economic
development model needs to be inspired by the virtues taught by our beloved
teacher Shakyamuni Buddha, such as autocontent, peace and inner well-being,
compassion, tolerance, sobriety, simplicity, respect for all life and non-violence.
Violence by the religion of the market and its defenders alike damages Eastern and
Western, both humans and animals and plants of the ten directions. Is a global
cancer that threatens to destroy not only human civilization but even the earth's
natural cycles.

As stated by Ajarn Sulak Sivaraksa, “currently there are more prostitutes than monks
and shopping centers have served as the temple used to have as centers of
community activity.”

The message and way of life contained in Buddhadhamma is a source of inspiration
for these dark times. | participate in the 2553 Vesak with joy and hope that we, the
disciples of the Buddha, we can make a vital contribution to the world through our
practice, our example and our clair voice.

I express my deepest gratitude to the Sangha Supreme Council of Thailand, to the
Royal Thai Government and to the Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University (MCU)
of Thailand, who have made this international meeting.

IR

B-;o Ven. Dokushd Villaba Roshi
ﬂ? President of Spanish Soto Zen Buddhist Community
and Abbot of the Serene Light Soto Zen Monastery
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Comunidad Budista Soto Zen
46356 Casas del Rio

Comunidad Valenciana

Espafia

6 Abril 2011

Nosotros, los discipulos del Buddha

Nosotros, los discipulos del Buddha, nos hemos reunido en Tailandia con motivo del
2553 Vesak, gracias a la generosidad del Consejo Supremo de la Sangha tailandesa y
del Gobierno Real de Tailandia, asi como de la Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya
University (MCU) of Thailand.

Hemos sido miles de venerables monjes, sacerdotes budistas y laicos los que nos
hemos congregado aqui viniendo de los cincos continentes de nuestro planeta Tierra.
Nuestro planeta tan herido en nuestra época por un modelo de desarrollo que
antepone un falso beneficio econémico basado en la ambicién y la codicia a los
valores verdaderamente humanos y espirituales, como ensefia el Buddhadharma.
Como seguidores del Buddhadhamma no podemos adoptar una actitud pasiva ante
el modelo de desarrollo impuesto por la Religion del Mercado, que tanto dolor esta
causando en millones de seres humanos y que tan brutalmente esta deteriorando el
medio ambiente necesario para una existencia sana.

Nos hemos reunido para darnos cuenta y para proclamar al mundo que el desarrollo
socio-econémico necesita estar inspirado por las virtudes ensefiadas por nuestro
guerido maestro Shakyamuni Buddha, tales como el autocontentamiento, la paz y el
bienestar interior, la compassion, la tolerancia, la sobriedad, la sencillez, el respeto
por toda forma de vida y la no-violencia.

La violencia ejercida por la religion del Mercado y por sus defensores dafia por igual
a orientales y a occidentales, tanto a los seres humanos, como a los animales y
vegetales de las diez direcciones. Es un cancer planetario que amenza con destruir
no solo las civilizaciones humanas sino también incluso los ciclos naturales del
planeta.

Como bien dice Ajarn Sulak Sivaraksa, “actualmente hay mads prostitutas que monjes
vy los centros comerciales han ocupado el puesto que los templos solian tener como
centros de actividad comunitaria”.

El mensaje y la forma de vida contenida en el Buddhadhamma es una fuente de
inspiracion necesaria para estos tiempos oscuros. Participo en este 2553 Vesak con
alegria y con la esperanza de que nosotros, los discipulos del Buddha, podamos
aportar una contribucion fundamental al mundo a través de nuestra practica, de
nuestro ejemplo y de nuestra clara voz.

Expreso mi méas profunda gratitud hacia Consejo Supremo de la Sangha tailandesa,
hacia el Gobierno Real de  Tailandia, asi  como hacia la
Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University (MCU) of Thailand, que han hecho
posible este encuentro internacional.

Ven. Dokush6 Villaba Roshi
# President of Spanish Soto Zen Buddhist Community
H-ﬂ and Abbot of the Serene Light Soto Zen Monastery
=

%%
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BUDDHIST AND PALI COLLEGE OF SINGAPORE
(Affliliated To The Buddhist And Pali University Of Sri Lanka)

25/ 4/ 2011
Sincere Thanks

The Buddha, the greatest teacher ever lived on this earth, attained Enlightenment at
the foot of the Bodhi tree at Gaya, India. This most significant event took place 2600
years ago in the full day of Vesak. After the Enlightenment until the Final Passing
Away at the age of eighty, he devoted his time to enlighten others. Touring on foot
covering a vast area of Indian subcontinent he addressed the people of every walks of
life and awakened them from their “dogmatic slumbers”. By instilling an urgency of
moral awareness in every segment of society irrespective of caste, class or tribe, he
showed everyone the path to happiness and well being.

It is a great pleasure to congratulate the organizers of the United Nations Day of
Vesak Celebrations for their dedicated contributions to make the celebration a
success. Particularly, we are obliged to record our unreserved sincere thanks to the
Most  Venerable Prof. P. D. Dhammakosajarn, the Rector of
Mahachulalankornrajavidyalaya University, the President of International Council of
United Nations Day of Vesak for all the logistics of complex involvements in the
celebrations.

e

Ven. P. Gnanarama Thera Ph D.; D. Litt. (Hon.)
Principal

Buddhist and Pali College of Singapore
Singapore 429254
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Buddhlst College of Singapore

Buddhist College of Singapore
88 Bright Hill Road, Singapore 574117

28 April 2011

Congratulatory Message

I hereby extend my congratulations to the Royal Thai Government, the Supreme
Sangha Council, His Majesty the King and Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University in this
8™ celebration of the most sacred United Nations Day of Vesak. My sincere appreciation goes
to Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University, all other organizations and distinguished
guests who have made this celebration possible through their efforts,

The beginning of 2011 was marked by optimism in economic recovery, tempered by
the onset of natural disasters in various countries. Therefore, it is perhaps fitting that the
theme for this year's Vesak celebration is titled “Buddhist Virtues in Socio-Economic
Development”.

It has often been said that the Buddha did not talk about economics in His teachings.
Although He did not explicitly enumerate the dos and don'ts of socio-economic development,
teachings such as Impermanence and the Six Paramitas could be generalized to this aspect.
In the midst of economic recessions or natural disasters, the teachings of Impermanence help
us to cultivate a positive attitude towards improving our lives. Together with the Mahayana
teaching of the Six Paramitas of “Generosity”, “Morality”, “Patience”, “Effort”, “Concentration”
and “Wisdom”, we have a clear-minded approach to creating a sustainable world economy
without undermining our social values. In addition, the Four All-Embracing Virtues (Giving,
Affectionate Speech, Beneficial Conduct and Working Together) and the Theravada teaching
of the Four Immeasurable Minds (Loving-kindness, Compassion, Sympathetic Joy and
Equanimity) are practical ways of achieving a balanced socio-economic system.

It is clear that the Buddha's teaching of the Middle Way is the way of wisdom
towards a balanced socio-economic system. Hopefully, His teachings will guide us to create a
more harmonious, sustainable and peaceful world.

I wish that the United Nations Day of Vesak Celebrations and Buddhist Conference
2011/B.E. 2554 will be a resounding success. May this momentous event continue to engage
all Buddhists around the world for many more years to come!

Sik Chang Qing (Venerable, PhD)
Deputy Rector /Dean of Academic / Assistant Professor
Buddhist College of Singapore
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WatThaiDenmarkBrahmavihara / Buddhist Monastery
H.P.Hansensvej 3, 3660, Stenlgse,Denmark
Tel. +45 47171180 Mobil.+45 40417039 email watthaidenmark@hotmail.com
www.watthaidk.com

28 April 2011

Congratulatory Messages

Your Holiness, Venerable Sangha, Distinguished Delegates, and friends in Dhamma.

The thrice-sacred day of Vesak, celebrating the Birth, Enlightenment and Passing away of the
Lord Buddha, is the most important event for Buddhists all over the world. Also recognized as
an International Day of the United Nations.

On behalf of WatThaiDenmarkBrahmavihara Buddhist Monastery, | would like to take this
opportunity to congratulate Supreme Sangha Council of Thailand, the Most Venerable Dr.
Phra Dharmakosarjarn, the Rector of Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University, all the
participants and organizers of the 8th UNDV conference with deepest respect and greatest
pleasure for gathering the unity of international Buddhists for Celebration on the Occasion of
United Nations Day of Vesak , The 26" Century of Buddha's Enlightenment Celebration and
The 84" Birthday Anniversary of His Majesty the King of Thailand.

As we all know that there are many crises happened in our world. Those situations cause a
lot of effects on everyone. With the theme of "Buddhist Virtues in Socio-Economic
Development"”, this event will bring the well wishes of all Buddhists regardless of their
nationality. We will be able to come up with the most effective solution to be implemented to
develop the world Society and Economics. This will mainly demonstrate how to apply the
Dhamma to relief suffering or crises and also reflects on how we follow the path of the Lord
Bhuddha.

I would like to express my great appreciation for all of your hard work that made this UNDV
celebration 2011 possible. May this gathering be fruitful and bring peace to all Nations. May
the blessings of the Triple Gem be with you always.

b

PhrakruVisuddhiDhammavides (Suddhiva so Bhikkhu)
The Venerable abbot
WatThaiDenmarkBrahmavihara Buddhist Monastery
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The Rattanapadipa Thai Buddhist Centre
Baan Phra| 108 Old Finglas Road, Glasnevin, Dublin 11, Ireland

12 April 2011
Vesak Celebration 2011

Vesak Day is regarded as the most important day in Buddhism as the Buddha is the founder of
Buddhism and this day celebrates his birth and awakening from ignorance and his enlightening the dark
world. Traditionally his birth, enlightenment and death are believed to have all taken place on the same
date, the full moon day of the month of Visakha, spread out over his 80 year life. Every year when
Vesak Day comes, the world can commemorate these three remarkable events in the life of the Buddha
and take the time to learn from his life and teachings. In Dublin Buddhist people have held Vesak
celebrations at Baan Phra, 108 Old Finglas Road in Glasnevin for six years. This celebration provides
people with the opportunity to come together as Buddhists and commemorate the life of the Buddha.

This year, to my great honour, | have been invited to join the United Nations Day of Vesak
Celebrations & Buddhist Conference hosted by the Royal Thai Government and organized by
Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University (MCU) in Bangkok. The theme for the 2011 celebrations
is Buddhist Virtues in Socio-Economic Development. This will be a great opportunity to learn and
share the teachings of the Buddha. This is also a great time to pay our respects to the Buddha, the
Dhamma and the Sangha. Another great part of this celebration is the 84th Birthday Anniversary of His
Majesty the King of Thailand. On behalf of the Thai people in Ireland, | wish to personally extend my
humble birthday wishes, “Long Live the King.”

Finally, I would like to express my homage to the working committee who works very hard to make
these great celebrations happen and make them available for the world to join in. Once again | would
like to offer my congratulations for the organisation of the Vesak celebration. | hope that this will help
disseminate the peaceful teachings of the Buddha and help people understand their meaning.

May Buddhism last long and be a refuge for the world

Phramaha Sangthong Dhammacaro

The Head Monk of Rattanapadipa Buddhist Centre
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Chinese Young Buddhist Association (CYBA)
No.78, 2F, Chang-An E. Rd Sec. 2, Taipei, Taiwan, R.O.C.
5™ May, 2011
May All Beings free from Sufferings

Vesak is a memorial festival of Buddha's coming to the earth, which has been observed by
Buddhists. Vesak encompasses the meanings of enlightenment and salvation and mean a
great deal to human beings. Through allying with the United Nations Day of Vesak, the
communication between different cultures and the consensus among us become a main
stream voice, which spreads Sakyamuni’s spirit of enlightenment to every corner of the world
as if the sunlight warms the land. Being invited by the committee to join this festival, | feel
absolutely honored and indebted. The topic of this year—“Buddhist Virtues in Socio-Economic
Development” has a significant meaning in terms of today’s environment. | believe that the
interactions and sharing among the representatives from all around the world will generate
rewarding and substantial results which would bring us a sense of fulfillment.

“In the Heavens above, in all that is below, nothing compares with the Buddha.
Throughout the worlds of the ten directions, he is matchless. Of all I have seen in the world,
there is nothing at all that is like the Buddha.” Buddha is the enlightenment, Buddhists hold
the highest respect towards Buddha and obey Buddha'’s teachings and treat the laws as
Buddha himself. In daily life, we observe the teaching—“Not to do any evil, to cultivate good,
to purify one's mind, this is the Teaching of the Buddhas”. Our manners and behaviors purify
people’s hearts and save them from problems and pain. By purging greedy, hatred and
foolishness, let us act, speak, and think purely. We forever miss Sakyamuni. Through
observing the Three Refuges and Five Percepts, Ten Wholesome Ways, and Eight-fold Path,
we are elevated and learn to respect others and walk towards the wise and merciful way of
enlightenment. On the way, we are becoming even more inspired by Buddhism and more
caring for human beings. Accordingly, we endeavor to help people get education and work on
the cultural, public business, and charities in order to enhance the development of economics
and a peaceful society. We hope all these doings could turn the sufferings of human into
harmony and peace, and everyone is safe and happy. With compassion and wisdom, we wish
all beings can be free from sufferings.

Dharma rain imbues all beings and brings peace. Disciples of Buddha are uncontaminated
by the adverse environment. The spirit of “Six Harmonies”, particularly the Harmony of
benefit and the Right Behavior and Right Livelihood of the Eight-fold Path are adapting to the
needs of the society in a modern outlook. They teach people to earn their profits and benefit
the public. To benefit all is to benefit oneself. Thus we should create a society with riches
shared by everyone, everyone may live peacefully. In addition, in today’s globalized
economics, countries should help each other in order to obtain the welfare and peace for all
human beings. The contributions of Buddhists towards society and economics are in full scale
and insightful. The harmony of human beings and the peace in the world are in sight.

Finally, my sincere best wishes to the prosperity of Thailand. And | wish His Majesty the
King has a happy 84th birthday. May the King live healthily and his people may be blessed
and have a harmonious society. Wish the 8th United Nations Day of Vesak a success!

Postscript

Signature S Wd\’&ﬁs

Name and position  Ven. Wei Jing, President of CYBA
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elolie dtg Pog Srikirti Buddhist Centre
At e, Eﬁh—?- FISHTS Srikirti Vihar, Kirtipur, Kathmandu, Nepal
T4 7. 33053% FEE I¥IgII Tel: (977-1) 330836 Fax: (977-1) 243833

Congratulations

4 May 2011/2554

It gives me great satisfaction to extend this congratulatory message on the occasion of the 84"
Birthday Anniversary of His Majesty the King and the 8" International Celebration of United
Nations Day of Vesak 2011/2554 organized by Mahachulalongkornrajvidyalaya University
(MCU) of Thailand. The theme Buddhist Virtues in Socio-Economic Development is rightly
chosen for the 2011 celebration conference.

We are now in a global village. The advancement of science and technology has transformed
the mode of state management, social values and economic meaning. Human beings have
become more individualistic, economically more aggressive and substantially materialistic. The
state functions more like a selfish corporate business house. The housing, migration,
communication, travel, jobs, positions, and power have become variables determining the
limitations of a man as human and social being. Human beings have become materially rich, but
mentally poor and fragile. Religions have become more and more redundant. We Buddhists
must keep recalling the Buddhist Virtues for coaching on leadership for right socio-economic
development, building harmonious society, environmental preservation and restoration and
wisdom for awakening society. Otherwise, unbalanced economy, social conflict, and war will
make this global village an unhappy human habitat.

We must continue striving for disseminating wisdom taught by Buddha for social awakening. |
am confident that the efforts made by Thai people, their Government and the Buddhist
institutions will create right conditions for effective practice of Buddhist Virtues. May Metta,
Karuna, Mudita and Upekkha prevail.

4y

Dr. Keshab Man Shakya
Vice-Chair, Srikirti Buddhist Centre

Kirtipur, Kathamandu, Nepal
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People Sharing Happiness
PSH Korea
2011/5/5

Congratulatory Message

It is a On behalf of the members of PSH Korea, | would like to express my warm greetings
and congratulations to the Organizing Committee for the 8" International Celebration on the
Occasion of United Nations Day of Vesak 2011/2554 held in Thailand.

Nowadays Vesak Day, commemorating the Birth, Enlightenment and Final Passing Away of
the Lord Buddha, is not only celebrated by the Buddhist but also the people being associated
with the Buddha'’s universal message of peace.

As followers of the Lord Buddha, more than anything, we have to enhance the level of mutual
trust and integration a step. This means we have to admit the other side. We should try to
solve problems through dialogue and compromise, and even after a conclusion is reached we
have to cooperate. What has been promised should be carried out with responsibility so that
our society will have a higher degree of predictability.

As for it, this gathering is the good chance to help raise awareness of the harmonization in
both its achievements and its challenges in the world.

Again, on behalf of the PSH Korea, | send my best regard to the members of the Organizing
Committee who have persevered in their efforts on UNDV 2011.

Yours in Dhamma

Ven. Sun Up
President, PSH Korea
1501 ART CASTLE, 198-10 Daejo-Dong, Eunpyung-Gu, Seoul, Korea

Zip:122-842
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Comunita Buddhista Theravada in Italia
Centro Buddhista di Roma

Via Mandas 02, 00132 Roma. Tel/fax: 0622460082
Web: www.buddhismotheravada.it, Email: chtitalia@libero.it

03/05/2011
United Nations Day of Vesak Celebrations & Buddhist Conference 2011/B.E 2554

In 2011, it is with great pleasure, that we celebrate the 2600th year from the enlightenment of Buddha. At a
time when the world body needs peace and harmony more than ever, we should remember that Buddhism,
more than any philosophy in the world stresses on thof peace; inner peace and harmony with the

surrounding elements.

In Pali, the word ‘Buddha’ derives from the root word ‘budh’ which is a reference to the highest faculty in the
human brain. The word ‘Buddha’ literally means, ‘the one who is awake’ or ‘the one who is fully conscious.’
In Buddhist philosophy, thus we find the stress on the importance of ‘being conscious of the self,’. It is
important to bear within one’s mind this very important message in Buddhist philosophy, when we celebrate
this very special event, this year.

We are also much joyful that the whole world body is coming together to celebrate the vesak day in an
international manner in Thailand. We, the Buddhists in Europe congratulate the Thai government for taking
the responsibility to organize such a vast and majestic event and give our utmost blessings to the
Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University (MCU) of Thailand for hosting this event and hope it would be
able to carry out its duties in successfully. Furthermore, we take this opportunity to congratulate the Thai
government on its celebrations for the 84th birthday of His Majesty King Bhumibhol Adulyade;j.

Finally I would like to express my gratitude to the Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University (MCU) of
Thailand, Supreme Sangha Council and the Royal Thai Government for inviting us for this memorable event.
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Ven.Molligoda Dheerananda Thero

Abbot

Centro Buddhista di Roma

Buddhist Primate of Sri Lanka Theravada Buddhist Sabgha to the Italy
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Rev, llukpitiye Pannasekara Thero. M.A I I H
The Chief Monk for the African Continent

e
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THE BUDDHIST ASSOCIATION
( Established 1920 — Reg No - S.0. 537)
WEST UPANGA, MINDU STREET , PLOT NO 606,
P.O. Box 6665, Dar es Salaam
Tanzania. East Africa
Tel: + 255 713 451745, + 255 22 2150422, +255 757 713137, Fax +2552150338

26.04.2011

“ Sukha Sanghassa Samaggi, Samagganam Tapo Sukho”
May The Buddha Bless you!
Respectable Friends in Dhamma,

I am very happy to give my felicitations for the occasion of the united day of Vesak Celebration which will be held
from May 11" t0 14™ | to celebrate the Birth, Enlightenment and Passed away of the Buddha in Bangkok in Kingdom
of Thailand. | would like to express my profound thanks to the organizing committee to make this event very valuable
for all in every year since 2004. this is the very wonderful occasion to keep our unity among different sectors on
Buddhism around the world.

I firmly hope that this UN day of Vesak celebrations will bring about resounding success in forging strong solidarity
and brotherhood of all Buddhists for the good, for benefits and for happiness of all beings.

At the end of my message, | wish all of you be endowed with four wishes of our Buddha, Longevity, Good
Complexion, Happiness and Strength.

May all beings be freed from suffering and in Peace!!!

Rev ILukpitiye Pannasekara Nayaka Thero

The Chief Monk for Africa Continent

PRESIDENT AND PATRON — KIND HEART AFRICA — (KHA) TANZANIA

COMMISSIONER — INTERFAITH ACTION FOR PEACE IN AFRICA (IFAPA)

TRUSTEE—INTER RELIGIOUS COUNCIL FOR PEACE, TANZANIA (IRCPT)

AMBASSADOR FOR PEACE — INTER RELIGIOUS & INTERFAITH FEDARATION FOR WORLD
PEACE (11FWP)

PRESIDENT AND PATRON - INTERNATIONAL BUDDHIST RELIEF ORGANISATION (IBRO) —TANZANIA

DHAMMA TEACHER - AFRICAN BUDDHIST SEMINARY (ABS) — SOUTH AFRICA

HONURARY MEMBER - DAR ES SALAAM ASSOCIATION OF SPAIN

SPRITUAL DIRECTOR — SERENITY BUDDHIST RELIEF ORGANIZATION (SBRO) — SOUTH AFRICA

www.pannasekara.com




The Uganda Buddhist Centre

Plot 31, Garuga Road, Bulega, Entebbe
P.O. Box 16650, Kampala, Uganda
Tel: +256 (0)782 159985
E-mail: ugandabuddhistcentre@gmail.com

Re: Congratulations to the United Nations Day of Vesak Celebrations Buddhist
Conference 2011/B.E

On behalf of the Buddhist community in Uganda, Africa, I feel very honoured to write
a message of congratulations to the Most Venerable Dr. Prof. Dhammakosaja, the
Royal Thai Government, the Supreme Sangha Council and the
Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University (MCU) of Thailand. I am deeply
grateful that you are organizing the 84th Birthday Anniversary of His Majesty the
King and 8th International Celebration on the Occasion of United Nations Day of
Vesak 2011/2554 that will be held from May 12 to May 14, 2011 in Thailand.

It is truly delightful and inspiring to know that all Buddhist traditions are coming
together in order to celebrate the Vesak Day and discuss the ways on how to work
together is order to spread the sublime teachings of the Lord Buddha in the world.
Moreover, I am extremely grateful for inviting me along with our Ugandan delegation
to be part of this historical event. I do hope that our participation will further promote
the understanding of the Buddhism in Africa, Ugandan culture, tradition, as well as
the Ugandan nation itself.

I wish great success to the United Nations Day of Vesak Celebrations, International
Buddhist Conference. Long live His Majesty the King of Thailand.

May all beings be well, happy and peaceful.

Yours in the Dhamma,

Venerable Bhikkhu Buddharakkkhita

Abbot and President the Uganda Buddhist Centre, Uganda

e g



Bouddhique Association De NouvelléCalédoni

8 Rue Max Frouin
Magenta, NouméaCalédoni Bb12045

United Nations Day of Vesak Celebrations and Buddhist Conference

CongratulatoryMessage

On the behalf of the Buddhist Association of New Caledonia and Nam Hai Pho Da Temple, |
would like to congratulate the Organising Committee for their continuous effort in coordinating
one of the most important days on the international Buddhist calendar, the United Nations Day
of Vesak in Bangkok, in the peaceful Buddhist Kingdom of Thailand.

Citizens of any country who are aware of the socio-economic situation of that country,and the
negative environmental conditions developing as the result of climate change, cannot sit back
and wait, hoping the situation will heal by itself. Under the law of cause and effect, negative
environmental outcomes may have been caused by certain volitional actions. These are actions
we should seek to uncover and address, not only to mitigate negative effects, but to improve
the situation.

The virtues of a holy person are accumulated by avoiding negative actions, and knowing how to
repent and rectify a negative action. The socio-economic status and environmental situation of
this world has its causes and effects as well. A healthy body needs exercise and medically-
informed disciplinary action; mere eating and breathing alone do not guarantee a healthy life.
Both the celebration and the conference are essential reminders and a source of
encouragement to develop right understanding and right action.

May | take this opportunity to thank the Supreme Sangha Council and the Government of
Thailand for theirspiritual and financial supportforthis event. In addition, may | thank
Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University for its unparalleled skills in coordinating and uniting
global Buddhist talents to make this important event progress harmoniously.

Venerable Thich Phuoc Thien, Bhikkhu
Abbot of Nam Hai Pho Da Temple




By BathSpa
University

>

Message
from
Ven. Dr. Mahinda Deegalle
Bath Spa University, United Kingdom

The UN Vesak celebration organized by MCU in grand scale today has its own religious,
political and international roots in an important UN resolution of recognizing the Buddha.
The unfolding of its history is fascinating and demands sincere congratulations to its
organizers for their dedication and commitment.

We do not know when, how, in what form, and with what intentions the Vesak as a
celebration began in the Buddhist traditions. From the inscriptions of Emperor Asoka, his
erection of a monument at Lumbini, and his accounts of pilgrimage to Buddhist sites we
can gather some concrete evidence to talk about the life and legacy of the historical
Buddha. In recent years scholars have disputed the exact dates of the Buddha and have
proposed a range of potential dates—from the 7" and 4™ century BCE.

As Theravada Buddhists, we believe three important things—the birth, enlightenment
and parinirvana of the historical Buddha—took place on full moon days of the month of
Vesak. We also learn that in pre-Buddhist India, Vesak had already been an occasion of
festivities. When we think of Vesak celebration in historical terms, however, we are less
sure of when and how Vesak began to be celebrated in grand scale. Its grand celebratory
origins might lie in the late colonial period in Sri Lanka and Southeast Asia—a research
area that demands our attention. At the moment, it is a great pleasure to be part of this
unfolding of historical events and extend congratulations to those who labor to make it a
reality.

This year, in particular, is special because of the 84" birthday anniversary of His
Majesty King Bhumibol Adulyadej. May the Triple Gem Bless His Majesty a long life!
Digayuko hotu!
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Message of Greeting

Council of Thai Buddhist Monks in the United Kingdom

ook skok ok ok

Your Holiness, venerable members of the Sangha, dear devotees and friends in the
Dhamma,

We can be proud of the fact that Buddhism has a unique character which aims to
promote love, unity and peaceful living among human beings regardless of race and religion.
Impressed by this characteristic, more and more westerners are becoming interested in
Buddhism, and especially in Buddhist meditation. Many of them, having learned and
practised the teaching, experience the results of practice themselves, develop a stronger faith
in the teaching, and then work actively to spread the teaching of the Buddha, bringing great
benefit to all beings.

The celebration of the United Nations’ Day of Vesak is an important event for
Buddhists of all schools because it marks the birth, enlightenment and passing away of the
Buddha. In the United Kingdom, celebration of Vesak Day divides into two: first a religious
service is normally held in each monastery, giving Buddhists an opportunity to perform such
religious observances as merit making, listening to a sermon, taking part in a candlelit
procession, chanting and meditation; second, international activities are usually undertaken
by Buddhist communities from different traditions for the purpose of celebrating the great
qualities of the Buddha’s teaching.

On behalf of the Thai Dhammaduta monks and lay devotees in the UK, I would like to
express our great respect and to convey our warm greetings to the leaders of the Sangha,
academics, and all sectors both state and private who have come together in Thailand this
year to celebrate the 84" Birthday Anniversary of King Bhumipol. I sincerely wish the g
United Nations” Day of Vesak 2011 every success. Finally, may happiness, peace and
harmony be upon all beings.

PR Vimal.

(Phra Rajabhavanawimol)
President of the Council of Thai Buddhist Monks in the United Kingdom

Abbot of the Buddhapadipa Temple, London
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UNITED NATIONS @ NATIONS UNIES
THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

MESSAGE TO EIGHTH UNITED NATIONS DAY OF VESAK CELEBRATION
Bangkok, 12-14 May 2011

I am pleased to send my warm congratulations to all participants at the Eighth
United Nations Day of Vesak celebration in Thailand.

Your chosen theme of socio-economic development may sound modern, but its
core is the very problem of human suffering that Siddhartha Gautama sought to address
more than 2,500 years ago when he left his palace, relinquished his worldly possessions
and went out into the world.

The Lord Buddha, whose birth, enlightenment and passing we mark each year on
Vesak Day, bequeathed to humanity vastly profound teachings that can guide our efforts
to resolve the most severe problems facing today’s world.

His injunction against the three poisons of greed, anger and ignorance can
animate multilateral discussions on the hunger that needlessly affects nearly a billion
people in our world of plenty, the brutal violence that takes millions of lives each year,
and the senseless environmental damage that humans cause to our only home, the planet
earth.

Numerous Buddhist organizations are putting these teachings into practice. | am
deeply grateful for their support for United Nations activities to achieve the Millennium
Development Goals, our blueprint for tackling the major socio-economic challenges
facing the world.

On this Day of Vesak, | hope all people can draw on the universal values of
Buddhism to act in solidarity with those who are suffering, thereby contributing to a more
compassionate and enlightened world for all.
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Message from Irina Bokova,
Director-General of UNESCO
on the occasion of the United Nations Day of Vesak and
the International Conference on Buddhist Virtues
in Socio-Economic Development

Ayutthaya (Thailand), 12 May 2011

On this 8" United Nations Day of Vesak, | wish to express sincere and heartfelt
greetings to Buddhists around the world.

We pay special tribute this year to His Majesty, King Bhumibhol Adulayede] of
Thailand, who is celebrating His 84th birthday. | take this opportunity to convey to
His Majesty my best personal wishes.

I congratulate also the Royal Thai Government and Mahachulaingkornrajavidyalaya
University for marking this year's celebration with an international conference on the
theme of “Buddhist Virtues in Socio-Economic Development.”

This theme is timely.

The pace of change is accelerating. Humanity is moving around more than ever
before — even as new barriers are arising. The number of inter-state wars is
decreasing, while internal conflicts are on the rise. People are more connected than
ever, but new inequalities are emerging. People and cultures do not weigh the
same in the balance of globalization. Values, traditions, customs and cultural
expressions are moving to the front of national politics and global trends.

In this context, fostering dialogue between peoples, cultures and religions has
never been so important. We must work every day to dispel misunderstanding, to
promote knowledge and to deepen cooperation.

UNESCO was created to help build a lasting and sustainable peace through
cooperation in education, science, culture, communication and information.

e



Our Constitution declares that if wars start in the minds of men and women, it is in
these minds that the defences of peace must be built. “Political and economic
arrangements” are not enough in themselves to provide for lasting peace - this
requires also “intellectual and moral solidarity.”

Dialogue lays the foundations for this solidarity. It provides the keys to more
sustainable and peaceful growth for all societies. It must lie at the heart of all
development strategies.

The importance of this Conference lies here.

Religious leaders and communities play a special role in advancing an inclusive
and open international dialogue about development. The values at the heart of
Buddhism are a wealth to be shared in discussions of all the complex questions
humanity faces today. These values are vital for crafting healthy societies that
welcome diversity and make the most of complexity.

Culture, including religion and value systems, is a precious wealth for all of
humanity to share. It provides meaning and identity to individuals and communities,
and it fashions the tools by which we shape reality. It is a powerful force for social
cohesion inside societies and a channel for dialogue between them.

The ultimate renewable energy, culture must also be recognized for its power of
innovation. It must find a rightful place in discussions on sustainable development.
There are no sets paths to development. There can be no uniform models. Lasting
growth can only be built on the dynamic and harmonious interaction of many
factors, starting with culture.

| express my best wishes to all on this sacred day of Vesak.
| wish you fruitful deliberations on this important theme.

/M"m Smw

Irina Bokova
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President of Sri Lanka

Message of Felicitation

I am indeed pleased to send this message of felicitation to the 8 International
Celebration of United Nations Day of Vesak, hosted by the Royal Thai Government,
with the Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University as the principal organizer.

The thrice-sacred day of Vesak, celebrating the Birth, Enlightenment and Passing
Away of the Sakyamuni Buddha, is of special significance this year as its marks the
2600t Sambuddhatva Jayanthi — the Great Enlightenment of Prince Siddhartha that
brought the message of Buddhism to the world.

As this most significant event in the annals of Buddhism is celebrated
throughout the world, it is appropriate that the theme for this United Nations Day of
Vesak is Buddhist Virtues in Socio-Economic Development.

The many crises faced by the world today, in the diverse aspects of economics
and finance, food and fuel security, climate change and protection of the environment,
the spread of terrorism, and the growing search for peace and democracy, underlines
the importance of the core teachings of Buddhism that presents the Middle Path for
genuine social progress. These teachings can be the means to overcome the widespread
problems of society caused by the incessant search for material wealth, fuelled by greed,
instead of the great spiritual and ethical values of tolerance, understanding and

compassion.

Sri Lanka is particularly pleased at the continuing success of the United Nations
Day of Vesak, due to the important role played by our late Foreign Minister Lakshman
Kadirgamar, in Sri Lanka co-hosting the UN Resolution in 2000, giving international
recognition to Vesak as the most sacred day for Buddhists the world over.

8 ) gEHMNTTD CRIONE SRS
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The many delegations of Buddhists who will gather at Ayutthaya and Bangkok
for these celebrations will engage in learned discourse and other activities that will seek
to draw increased attention to the relevance of Buddhist Teaching to the world today;
and chart out more paths for the spread of this Great Message of The Middle Way to
many more regions and societies in the world.

I thank the Supreme Sangha Council and the Royal Thai Government for their
blessings to this 8t United Nations Day of Vesak and wish the celebrations all success.

May you all be blessed by the Noble Triple Gem!

e

Mahinda Rajapaksa

May 08, 2011
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Message from
H.E. Mr. Abhisit Vejjajiva
Prime Minister of the Kingdom of Thailand
On the Auspicious Occasion of the
International Day of Vesak
17 May B.E. 2554 (2011)

The Vesak Day is an extremely important day in Buddhism as it
marks the birth, enlightenment and nirvana of the Lord Buddha, all of which
coincidentally fell on the same day -- the full-moon day of the sixth lunar
month. Throughout 45 years after the enlightenment, the Lord Buddha had
travelled far and wide spreading his noble teachings to people across the Indian
subcontinent. His teachings have been followed and have benefited people
around the world for more than 2,500 years. In this spirit, the Vesak Day is the
occasion for all Buddhists to recall three qualities associated with the Lord
Buddha’s teachings, namely: panya or wisdom, purity, and compassion and
loving kindness to all living beings without any discrimination. Buddhists
should also heed his sacred teachings and duly apply them to their lives for the
everlasting happiness and prosperity, both for themselves and the society as a
whole.

The United Nations has formally recognised Vesak as a significant
day in Buddhism -- which is one of the oldest religions in the world -- with a
unanimous adoption of the General Assembly’s resolution at its 54™ session in
1999 announcing the Vesak Day as an international day.

This year, Thailand has been given the honour to host the Eighth
International Meeting of Buddhists to commemorate the 2011 International Day
of Vesak in order to honour and to bless His Majesty King Bhumibol Adulyadej
on the occasion of his seventh cycle birthday anniversary. At this august
assembly, more than 5,000 Buddhist participants from around the world,
including members of the Sangha, religious leaders and academics from
84 countries, will join in the Vesak Day observance and commemoration as well
as promote cooperation among Buddhists and domestic and international
Buddhist organisations.



On behalf of the Royal Thai Government, I would like to take this
opportunity to express my sincere appreciation to all those involved in the
organisation of the International Day of Vesak in Thailand, and I wish them
every success. I also fervently hope that the public will continue their search for
knowledge and understanding in the core teachings of the Lord Buddha that
have served to enrich humankind, and constantly observe the dharma in order to
lead them on the path of forever happiness and righteousness, as well as the
stable and sustainable country.

[
\ Ly
W
Abhisit Vejjajiva
Prime Minister of the Kingdom of Thailand
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Message
H.E. Major General Sanan Kajornprasart
Deputy Prime Minister
On the occasion of the United Nations Day of Vesak 2011

sk 3k s sk sk s sk s sk sk s sk sk sfeoske sk skosk skt sk sk sk skosk skok

The Vesak Day is one of the most important day for humankind, for it is
relevant to significant events in the Lord Buddha’s life. It marks the birth of the
Buddha, his attainment of enlightenment and his passing away. All human
beings and Buddhists, who hope peaceful in the world, should recollect to the
great virtue of the Buddha that is able to accomplish to all of defilement,
ignorance, desire, attachment and attainment of enlightenment to the Four
Noble Truths. Also, the Buddha has full of the pureness and kindness, so the
Vesak Day is an important day that everyone should reflect to the Buddha’s
vertues. Thus, the United Nations recognise the Day of Vesak to be an
important day for the world.

This year Thailand and Thai people is hosting the 8" International
Buddhist Conference on the United Nations Day of Vesak 2554BE/2011CE
during on May 12 — 14, and celebration on the auspicious occasion of the 84"
Birthday Anniversary of His Majesty King Bhumibol Adulyade;.

As the Royal Thai Government, It is my great pleasure and honour to
participate in this significant activity and thanks all of you for your
contributions to this conference. I hope all the people will knows the principles
of the Buddhist vertue which is advantageous not only for Buddhist but also
humankind.
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Message from Mr. Chinnaworn Boonyakiat
Ministry of Education

The Day of Vesak marks the inception of Buddhism. It commemorates the 3 extraordinary
events in Buddhist history, the birth, enlightenment, and passing away of the Lord Buddha. It is
recognized among the international Buddhist community and the United Nations accords this day
the international recognition.

As an important day for Buddhists worldwide, Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University is
hosting the United Nations Day of Vesak events in celebration of His Majesty King Bhumibol’s 84™
Birthday Anniversary and also the 26™ centuries of the attainment of enlightenment of the Buddha.
These events also aim to bring about harmony and understanding in the world community for socio-
economic development. | deeply appreciate the organizers’ efforts and achievements so far, and
wish you great success in this event.

May all the organizers and participants be blessed with the Noble Dhamma as your guidance
towards peace, contentment, and prosperity in the most favorable ways.

Chinnaworn Boonyakiat

Ministry of Education




Message from H.E. Nipit Intarasombat
Minister of Culture

On the Occasion of the United Nations Day of Vesak, 2011

It is with great honour for the Ministry of Culture and Buddhists in Thailand that we host the
International Celebrations of the United Nations Day of Vesak in the year 2011, in conjunction with the
propitious occasion of His Majesty King Bhumibol’s 84" Birthday Anniversary. Celebrated during May
12 - 14, 2011, this year’s United Nations Day of Vesak commemorates the 26" centuries of the attainment

of enlightenment of the Buddha.

Various Buddhist communities have joined hands to organize numerous activities,
including an international seminar on “Buddhist Virtues in Socio-Economic Development”
at Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University, Ayutthaya, Vesak Day event at Buddhamonthon, Nakhon

Pathom, Buddhism Week at the 1 " Infantry Regiment, the 1" Infantry Battalion, Bangkok, among others.

All activities at various venues share a common goal to proclaim the Buddhist principles and
virtues, and the Lord Buddha’s teachings so omnipresent in our lives that will continue to keep the lights

of Buddhism in our world.

It is my wish that the Triple Gem, in which Buddhists take refuge and our mutual devoirs, will

inspire us towards great success in these endeavors.

Nipit Intarasombat

Minister of Culture




Maessage from
Mr Somchai Sianglai
Permanent Secretary to Ministry of Culture

On the Occasion of the United Nations Day of Vesak 2011

On behalf of the Ministry of Culture and all Buddhists in Thailand, | am very proud and
honored that Thailand is hosting this international event in celebration of His Majesty King
Bhumibol’s 84™ Birthday Anniversary on the occasion of the United Nations Day of Vesak.

The Thai government has continuously been supporting Buddhist events and activities on
the Vesak day, particularly on May 17, 2011, the year that the people of Thailand are celebrating His
Majesty King Bhumibol’s 84™ Birthday Anniversary. Public and private sectors are jointly organizing
Buddhist events and activities throughout the country during May 12-17, 2011 to dedicate the
merits to His Majesty the King as a devoted Buddhist himself. The major events include an
international conference on “Buddhist Virtues in Socio-Economic Development” at the Maha
Vajiralongkorn 48" Anniversary Auditorium, Ayudhaya, Vesak Day Activities at Buddhamonthon,
Nakhon Pathom, and the Buddhism Week at the 11" Infantry Regiment, the 1% Infantry Battalion,
Bangkok, among others.

Held during May 12-14, 2011, the International Conference of the United Nations Day of
Vesak 2011 reveals a new horizon of proclaimed statement by religious and academic leaders from
84 countries to promote Buddhism as a light for the world. | am of the utmost belief that the
blessings of the Triple Gem and your endeavors will lead us towards great success.

Mr Somchai Sianglai

Permanent Secretary to Ministry of Culture
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Message from
Mr. Sod Daeng-led
Director-General
Department of Religious Affairs

On the United Nations Day of Vesak

The 54" United Nations General Assembly in December 1999 resolved to accord the Day of
Vesak, on the full-moon day of the 6™ lunar month the international recognition, a holiday for the
United Nations Headquarter and offices, and a day of celebration.

The United Nations South-East Asia Regional Office is located in Thailand. Therefore,
Buddhists in Thailand have been organizing the Day of Vesak as a grand celebration as a dedication
to His Majesty the King.

The International Association of Buddhist Universities and the International Council of
United Nations Day of Vesak have resolved to host the United Nations Day of Vesak 2011 in
Thailand, with an international seminar to be participated by religious and academic leaders from 84
countries. The seminar also celebrates His Majesty King Bhumbol’s 84" Birthday Anniversary.

On behalf of the Department of Religious Affairs, | wish to congratulate the organizers of this
major event. And | truly hope your efforts will continue to provide the greatest benefits to mankind.

Mr Sod Daeng-led
Director-General

Department of Religious Affairs
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Message from M.R. Sukhumbhand Paribatra

Governor of Bangkok

The Day of Vesak has been accorded international recognition by the United Nations. The
Sangha Supreme Council, Royal Thai Government, and the people of Thailand have therefore been
organizing the United Nations Day of Vesak Celebrations each year. It is delightful to see that
national and local organizations have realized the importance of Buddhism.

In this year, 2011, the International Association of Buddhist Universities (IABU) and the
International Council of the Day of Vesak (ICDV) have jointly organized an international seminar on
“Buddhist Virtues in Socio-Economic Development” to celebrate His Majesty King Bhumibol’s 84"
Birthday Anniversary and to propose ways to apply Buddhism in the socio-economic development
efforts. The seminar also aims to create public understanding of Buddhist virtues and the Lord
Buddha’s teachings that can be used in leading mindful lives, keeping abreast with social changes
and growing complexities amidst material advancement, cultural diversity, and information
technology.

On behalf of the Bangkok Metropolitan Administration, | wish to extend my congratulations
to all participants in these events who have endeavored to uphold the heritage of Buddhism through
academic and religious means and to promote the ways of Buddhism in the international
community.

M.R. Sukhumbhand Paribatra

Governor of Bangkok
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Message from Mr. Wittaya Phiwphong

Governor of Ayutthaya

The Vesak Day , the full-moon of the 6™ lunar month, is one of the most important and
sacred days for Buddhist worldwide. It marks the birth, enlightenment, and passing away of the Lord
Buddha who has given all creatures the way of kindness and compassion towards universal peace.

The United Nations recognizes that the Lord Buddha’s way has benefited the world for over
2,500 years. In 1999, the 54™ United Nations General Assembly has accorded the Day of Vesak
international recognition, and the world Buddhist communities have giving consent to make
Thailand the world’s centre of Buddhism. We feel proud and privileged with the honor to organize
the celebration of the Day of Vesak yearly.

In 2011, Thailand is hosting the 8" United Nations Day of Vesak and the celebration of His
Majesty King Bhumibol Adulyadej’s 84™ Birthday Anniversary. The events will be held at
Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University, Ayutthaya, the United Nations Conference Centre,
Bangkok, and Buddhamonthon, Nakhon Pathom. On behalf of the public sector agencies and the
people of the province of Ayutthaya, | would like to congratulate the organizers for such
accomplishments. | also encourage Buddhists in Thailand to uphold the country’s eminence as the
land of Buddhism by adhering to the Lord Buddha’s teachings and following the path of His Majesty
the King as the most devoted Buddhist.

Mr. Wittaya Phiwphong

Governor of Ayutthaya
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Message from Mr. Nopparat Benjawatananun
Director-General

Office of National Buddhism

NAMO TASSA BHAGAVATO ARAHATO SAMMASAMBUDDHASSA

(Homage to the Blessed one, the Worthy one, the Perfectly Self-awakened one.)

My homage to the Most Venerable Sanghas, Buddhist leaders, scholars and all participants;

It is a great opportunity that the Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University and the National
Office of Buddhism jointly organize an international seminar on “Buddhist Virtues in Socio-Economic
Development” on the occasion of the United Nations Day of Vesak 2011. The seminar addresses the socio-
economic circumstances where overgrowing materialism and consumerism move us towards
disequilibrium and cause many problems, natural catastrophes in particular. In the Four Noble Truths’
perspective, most chaos came from ceaseless desires of humankind.

In all, the National Office of Buddhism works with Sangha and the Royal Thai Government in
various aspects of Buddhism. It determines that this academic seminar will be fruitful in terms of academic
achievements and, more importantly, in practice of Buddhism that enriches the happiness and kindness of
the world. It is known that millions of Buddhists in the past did not even know the names and rationales
behind the Buddha images they held sacred. They, however, made merits, built objects of worship, and
adhered to the religion precepts all their lives. It is therefore worthwhile to examine whether and how this
seminar will contribute in propagating principles of Buddhism among Buddhists, and — more importantly —
how will it help Buddhists hold themselves peacefully in the society using Buddhist approach. The
National Office of Buddhism wishes to propose these points for consideration.

I wish also to extend my gratitude for your time and participation in the event. May the seminar
hold fruitful towards your aspirations.

Mr. Nopparat Benjawatananun
Director-General

Office of National Buddhism
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Message from General Prayuth Chan-Ocha
Commander-in-Chief, Royal Thai Army

On the Occasion of the United Nations Day of Vesak 2011

The Day of Vesak marks the origin of Buddhism. It commemorates the birth, the
enlightenment, and the passing away of the Lord Buddha. The day is therefore accorded
international recognition by the United Nations. It's the day all Buddhists make merits, practice,
perpetuate, and uphold the Lord Buddha’s teachings in aspirations to keep themselves in good
paths, away from indolence and to be beneficial to themselves, others, and the society as a whole.

The organization of the United Nations Day of Vesak 2011 is an opportunity for Buddhists to
observe the principle of mindfulness, study the Lord Buddha’s dharma, and recognize the
importance of Buddhism. This celebration of the 26™ centuries of the attainment of enlightenment
of the Buddha coincides with the 84™ Anniversary of His Majesty King Bhumibol’s Birthday. And |
wish to congratulate the organizers for this auspicious event.

In this opportune occasion of the United Nations Day of Vesak, may all the blessings of the
triratna be upon you. | wish you all success in the organization of this event.

General Prayuth Chan-Ocha

Commander-in-Chief, Royal Thai Army




Message from Admiral Khamthorn Pumhiran
Commander-in-Chief, Royal Thai Navy

On the Occasion of the United Nations Day of Vesak 2011

The ancestors of our nation have steadfastly observed the teachings of the Lord Buddha in
leading their lives with heedlessness and mindfulness since the Sukhothai era. Buddhists in Thailand
always hold the Buddhist teachings close to their ways of life. The full-moon of the 6" lunar month,
the Vesak Day, remembers the birth, enlightenment, and passing away of the Lord Buddha. On this
day Buddhists of all statuses would come together and celebrate his virtues of wisdom, purity and
compassion. And from 1999 the United Nations has accorded this day an international recognition.

The organization of the United Nations Day of Vesak 2001 during May 12-14, 2001 by the
International Association of Buddhist Universities and the International Council of the Day of Vesak
at Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University coincides with the celebration of the celebration of
His Majesty King Bhumibol Adulyadej’s g4t Birthday Anniversary. It is therefore a great opportunity
for Buddhists to join forces in using Buddhism to guide socio-economic development, and to
proclaim the Buddhist principles to the world community, as well as to appreciate His Majesty the
King’s work as the great upholder of all religions. For this special occasion, | would like to extend my
best wish for the success of this event.

Admiral Khamthorn Pumhiran

Commander-in-Chief, Royal Thai Navy
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Message from Air Chief Marshal Itthaporn Subhawong
Commander-in-Chief, Royal Thai Air Force

On the Occasion of the United Nations Day of Vesak 2011

The United Nations Day of Vesak commemorates the extraordinary correlation of the birth,
enlightenment, and passing away of the Lord Buddha. The United Nations accords this day the
international recognition for the importance of the Lord Buddha’s wholesome teachings and
influences upon humankind to truly overcome sufferings.

The world is marred with crises, cries and tears of despair and deprivation. Buddhism is
healing the world to restore its abound, love, and peace. In this opportune occasion of the
celebration for His Majesty King Bhumbol’s 84™ Birthday anniversary and the 26" centuries of the
attainment of enlightenment of the Buddha, | wish to congratulate the Sanghas and all organizers for
such the meritorious event for the world.

Air Chief Marshal Itthaporn Subhawong

Commander-in-Chief, Royal Thai Air Force
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Message from Police General Wichien Pojphosri
Commander-in-Chief, Royal Thai Police

On the Occasion of the United Nations Day of Vesak 2011

The United Nations Day of Vesak 2011 marks the 26" centuries of the attainment of
enlightenment of the Buddha. The day remembers the birth of Prince Siddhardha who later became
the enlightened, pure, and compassionate Buddha who revealed the noble truths to the world, and
his passing away — all on the full moon of the 6™ lunar month. The event is also joined by the
celebration of His Majesty King Bhumibol Adulyadej’s 84" Birthday Anniversary this year.

The International Association of Buddhist Universities and the International Council of
United Nations Day of Vesak are hosting the United Nations Day of Vesak 2011 and an international
seminar on “Buddhist Virtues in Socio-Economic Development” during May 12-14, 2011 at
Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University, Ayutthaya, and a closing ceremony at the United
Nations Conference Centre, Bangkok. The event is graciously joined by 5,000 academic and religious
leaders from 84 countries. It is my utmost pleasure and honor that the Royal Thai Police takes part in
this momentous event. And | wish to extend my gratitude and congratulations to the organizers on
behalf of the Royal Thai Police and all police officers.

Lastly, it is the Royal Thai Police and all police officers” wish that all participants will be
successful in continually hosting the Day of Vesak in the years to come.

Police General Wichien Pojphosri

Commander-in-Chief, Royal Thai Police
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Maitreya Foundation
Diamond Sangha - Argentina

19 de abril de 2011
Congratulatory message from Argentina

Itis a great honor for us to participate in the Eighth United Nations Day of Vesak
Celebrations.

We feel great happiness and gratitude for this unique opportunity to join together with
our brothers and sisters from around the world, the Great Sangha, to commemorate the birth of
Shakyamuni Buddha, his enlightenment, and his passing away.

We give profound thanks to the organizers of this event: the Sangha Supreme Council of
Thailand, the Royal Thai Government, and the Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University of
Thailand, for their efforts, generosity, dedication, and devotion to the Dhamma.

Once again we will share our experiences, uncertainties, and understandings,
establishing and strengthening networks of mutual support for the well being of all sentient
beings.

In these times of great turbulence, we listen with deep concern to the cries of pain
arising from our world and from our beloved Earth. We can see the suffering and the confusion of
humanity, and sadly, we can also see that ill will, greed, and ignorance are tainting our hearts and
feeding our social-economic systems, our institutions, governments, corporations, and media.

Let this great event serve to inspire compassionate actions that respond effectively to
the challenges of our world in crisis. And further still, let it remind us once more of the
importance to know when to stop, as the Buddha tells the assassin Angulimala in the well known
story, “I have stopped Angulimala, stop yourself too.”

Itis our hope that in addition to the joys of sharing our diversity and points of view, we
can also come together to stop, This may perhaps be one of the great virtues that the
Buddhadhamma brings to the world.

We greet you with palms joined, and in the spirit of stopping, we leave you with a section
of the poem “Keeping Quiet” by the South American poet Pablo Neruda:

“If we weren’t unanimous

about keeping our lives so much in motion,

if we could perhaps do nothing for once,

perhaps a great silence would interrupt this sadness,
this never understanding ourselves

and threatening ourselves with death,

perhaps the earth is teaching us

when everything seems to be dead

and everything is alive.”

L

Ricardo Toledo
President of Maitreya Foundation




ARMENIAN BUDDHIST CENTER

%ﬂi e‘\(b Date: 31 March, 2011

Congratulatory message on the occasion of celebrating the
thrice-sacred day of Vesak from the Buddhists of the
Republic of Armenia.

Your Holiness, all Venerable Sangha, Distinguished Delegates, and Dhamma Friends!

It is a great honour for me to convey best wishes and warmest greetings from all the
Buddhist people of the Republic of Armenia to the Supreme Sangha, to the people of
Thailand and to all Buddhists as well as to all the people of good will worldwide with
the thrice-sacred day of Vesak.

I would like to sincerely express deep gratitude to Thai Sangha and
Mahachulalongkorn University for the opportunity to present the Republic of Armenia
here and to celebrate this grand festive occasion among so many Venerable Buddhist
Monks and Nuns and high scholars from all over the world.

The topic of this Conference is “Buddhist Virtues in Socio-Economic Development”
and the goal is to answer to the one, but very important question: what can we offer
to this dynamically developing World from a Buddhist perspective so that this
Development will not just be Economical?

The development of a technology was hastened by the belief that applied science
could eliminate all human wants. Having utilized technology to subdue the Nature
and make it to serve human desire, the human race doubtlessly succeeded in making
life more comfortable in many respects than it had been in an earlier era. However,
our smog covered cities, polluted waterways, increasing number of anthropogenic
disasters and dramatic growth of psychological problems in the society remind us
painfully that our material triumphs have been gained at a terrible price. Under these
circumstances the alternative world-views can be proposed by Buddha Dhamma.
With its philosophic insight into the interconnectedness and interdependence of all
conditioned things, with its thesis that happiness is to be found through the restraint
of desire rather than through the proliferation of desire, with its goal of
enlightenment through renunciation and contemplation and its ethic of non-injury
and boundless loving kindness toward all beings can enable us to live in peace and
harmony with nature, with our fellow beings and definitely can help to solve at least
certain serious problems that mankind is faced with now.

From this perspective such conferences play a significant role in delivering the
Buddhists point of view to those who want and are able to hear, | wish this
conference to proceed with the utmost success and fulfillment of all aims.
May all beings be well and Happy!
2 7
Armenian Buddhist Center, : Dr. Artashes K. Ghazaryan

President
/
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The Internet Portal of Armenian Buddhists

-gﬁ.faie&'b 09.04.2011

Your Holiness, All Venerable Sangha, distinguished guests, friends and devotees.

I would like to express the warmest and most heartfelt congratulations on the occasion of the
thrice-sacred day of Vesak on behalf of all members of internet portal of Armenian Buddhists,
which is the only Buddhist internet resource of Southern Caucasus countries, and a source of
information on Dharma for all Russian-speaking people of the republics of former Soviet
Union, who are learning and practicing Dharma.

It is a great honour for our internet resource to get such a wonderful opportunity to give full
coverage to Vesak conference and convey thoughts and ideas of the participants of the
conference to all the Buddhists of Republic of Armenia.

For a long time issues of socio-economical development are a matter of great concern not
only to people of Republic of Armenia, but to all mankind.

The humanity is now living in a world of unlimited competition of information-based
economies, in the century of the technological progress trying to open all new and unknown,
each day brings us new economical ideas, each month brings us new technological solutions,
people go straight in development new invents and rarely look back, we just do not stop, do
not think of the act, BUT despite all of our amazing technological advances, our polluted cities
with chemical dumps, awful condition of flora and fauna, polluted waterways, devastated
forests show us that our technical gains have come at a steep price. Are there any doubts
that this kind of unwise attitude not only lead to gradual destroy of beauty of our
environment, but also seriously threaten mankind’s capacity to sustain life?

Fortunately, Buddha-dharma can give answers to these problems, answers, which everyone is
potentially able to understand right away. Buddha-dharma — is at least an appeal to search
for alternative to the damage and destruction caused to our planet by unthinking exploitation
of its natural resources. Acts of violence against the nature leads to violence in human
relations, that is why unwise usage of material assets, especially of natural recourses is
immoral, and today every person should act remembering that. Our personal attitude, every
little act and intention count in the great deal of loving and saving the world we live in.

That is why such events are extremely important in the great mission of delivering Buddha's
ideas to all of those who can swallow them, so once more, | join all of you in the celebration
of the thrice-sacred day of Vesak and on behalf of all Buddhists of Republic of Armenia I wish
the world brim with mercy and love, and all humanity come up to harmony with nature!

May all sentient beings be free from suffering!

Hrant Dandurov

Administrator

)
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OSTERREICHISCHE BUDDHISTISCHE RELIGIONSGESELLSCHAFT

Austrian Buddhist Society
Fleischmarkt 16
A-1010 Vienna
Austria / Europe

May, 2011
Congratulatory Message UNDV Celebrations B.E. 2554 from Austria

Venerables
Excellences
Honoured fellow participants

I am very honoured to be part of this important conference and | am very grateful to
Mahachulalongkornrajavidjalaya - University of Thailand as the principal organizer - also
to the Royal Thai Government as the host.

My home country Austria is in the wonderful situation that the Buddhadhamma has
been known there since about more than 100 years and Buddhism has been officially
recognized by the Austrian Government in 1983 as religion like Christianity for instance
is.

We have more than 20.000 followers of the Buddhadhamma in Austria and all the big
buddhist traditions form Theravada to Mahayana are practiced in our country.

It is the third time for me to participate in this conference of the United Nations Day of
Vesakh - and it was a great and valuable experience to follow the interesting lectures
with important topics the last two years in Mahachulalongkornrajavidjalaya University
here in Thailand. | am also very grateful for the books | received afterwards. | took
them back with me to my country - to Austria in Europa. They were a great help for me
till now to consult for answers to important questions in relation to the Dhamma and
the on-going world situation. | am sure, | will get the same important and helpful inputs
this year during the 8" conference.

To develop the Dhamma in Austria and Europe with success, we need the support and
help of Asian Nuns, Monks und Dhammateachers. We got this support in the past and
also in the present and hopefully in the future. This is another important reason to say
Thank you very much to all Buddhist countries in Asia - especially to Thailand for this
event and the possibility for participation. May this conference bring wisdom and peace
to participant countries and finally to the whole world.

The Austrian Buddhist Society would like to express their deeply felt wishes on this
outstanding occasion. May the united prayers of all here assembled praise the thrice-
sacred day and thank the Royal Thai Government for the generous invitation to make it
possible for so many Buddhists to meet.

May we also include a congratulation to the 84" Birthday Anniversary of
His Majesty the King and pray for his well-being!

Yours sincerely in the Dharma,
Gerhard Weissgrab
President of the Austrian Buddhist Society
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PRIME MINISTER
CANBERRA

MESSAGE FROM PRIME MINISTER JULIA GILLARD

UNITED NATIONS DAY OF VESAK

I am very pleased to provide this message for the United Nations Day of Vesak
being held this year in Bangkok, Thailand.

Marking the birth, enlightenment and passing away of the Buddha Gautama,
the festival of Vesak has been celebrated for more than two thousand years.

This event is a wonderful opportunity for the Australian Buddhist community
to celebrate with their peers from around the world on this important holiday
and joyful occasion.

It is a time for reflection and appreciation of our humanity and importantly our
diversity. We can all learn and benefit from Buddha’s teachings of equality,
fraternity, respect and understanding.

The important discussions on social economic growth and environmental
conservation during this year’s conference will assist participants and their
communities in creating harmonious societies and social cohesion.

My warmest regards to everyone attending the 2011 Vesak festival in Bangkok.
I hope the occasion is a great success.

Ne 5/“:*1

The Honourable Julia Gillard MP
rime Minister of Australia
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ABURKHIL JANAKALYAN ! ANGLADESH
Dhamma Village A il, Guzra(B.0), Raozan , Chittagong , Bangladesh
Corresponding Address: 46, Buddhist Temple Road, Chittagong-4000, B E
E-mail: drbikiranbarua@yahoo.com; Fax: 00880-31-610098; Phone:00880-31-617078
Date :12" April, 2011/2554

CONGRATULATORY MESSAGE

1 am extremely delighted to come to know that 8" International Buddhist Conference on the
occasion of United Nations Vesak Day 2011/2054 Celebration is going to be organized in Thailand by
Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University (MCU) along with the celebration of 84" Birthday
Anniversary of His Majesty the King Bhumibal Adulyadej of Thailand.

The thrice sacred day of Vesak — Birth, Enlightenment and Passing Away of The Buddha is a
very important event in the history of Buddhism and Buddhist world. . The resolution passed by the United
Nations in its General Assembly in the year 1999 recognizing the Day of Vesak as an International Day of
the United Nations has given us opportunity to observe this sacred day with international program in the
form of world wide assembly.

Since that resolution is passed Royal Thai Government under the Royal Patronage specially His
Majesty the King Bhumibal Adulyadej has taken keen interest to observe the day with full support of the
Supreme Sangha Council and the people of Thailand. The whole Buddhist world pay special tribute to His
Majesty for his continuous magnanimous support and invaluable service to Buddhism and humanity . In
this present world His Majesty The King , Royal Thai Government , Supreme Sangha Council, many
Buddhist Organizations of Thailand and the people specially MCU under the dynamic leadership of
world renowned Buddhist monk leader Most Venerable Phra Prof. Dr. Dhammakosajarn, Rector of MCU,
President of ICUNDV and President of IABU are hosting pioneering role in the propagation of Buddhism
throughout the world thus enabling the Buddhists of the world to work for peace and happiness amongst
the mankind. '

I am personally delighted to express my heartfelt feelings that I could avail myself of the
opportunity in participating in almost all the conferences except one with the invitation from the organizer
of ICUNDV. I humbly express my heartfelt thanks and gratitude to Most Venerable Phra Prof. Dr.
Dhammakosajarn whose affection and blessings I always received in these unique conferences.

It is my great expectation and also expectation of the whole Buddhist world that Thailand
specially MCU under the active and dynamic leadership of Most Venerable Phra Dr. Dhammakosajarn
will continue to organize this kind of unique historic event to keep Buddhism alive and moving for peace
and happiness of mankind. in this turmoil world. .The theme of this year conference has been rightly
chosen as Buddhist Virtues in Socio Economic Development . We hope that the scholars will put forward
lot of recommendations through their thoughtful deliberations .

On behalf of the Buddhist people of Dhamma Village Aburkhil and Buddhists of Bangladesh 1
extend my heartiest congratulations to His Majesty the King of Thailand, Supreme Sangha Council, Thai
people and the organizer MCU specially Rector of MCU Most Venerable Phra Prof. Dr. Dhammakosajarn
for organizing the 8" International Buddhist Conference .on UNDV. I hope that the conference will be a
great success and the world will find a right direction in overcoming the sufferings from social imbalance
and economic degradation from the teachings of The Great Buddha.

May all beings be free from sufferings.

(Prof. Dr. Bikiran Prasad Barua)
President
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Grodno Buddhist Educational Fellowship
Oszesko,42-199,230023,Grodno,Belarus
Congratulatory message on the occasion of celebrating the thrice-sacred day of Vesak from the
Buddhists of Belarus.
Venerable,
Excellencies,
Ladies & Gentlemen,
Dhamma friends,

It's a great honor and a deep pleasure to pass the warmest congratulations from the Buddhists of Belarus to
the organizers and all the participants of the conference on the occasion of the United Nations Day of Vesak
Celebration here in the Kingdom of Thailand. We would like to express our deep gratitude for the invitation.
We greatly appreciate the rare possibility to take part in such significant and sacred event. It is a double
honor to represent our country here in the place where Buddha's teachings have been carefully preserved
and passed on through the centuries. Thank you with all my heart and on behalf of the people of Belarus who
have met the light of Dhamma.

The topic of “Buddhist virtue in socio-economic development” has remained relevant at all times. Nowadays,
at times when technological progress and rapid population growth are turning the world into a global village,
understanding and adherence to the Buddhist principles of virtue represent a matter of human survival. The
modern world is obsessed with producing and consuming material objects. Although any morality may not be
directly involved in the processes of material goods production, money making, building nuclear power plants
and so on, one can hardly underestimate the role and significance of moral factors in today’s world. It does
need the presence of transformed and purified mind to change and use surroundings in a wise and careful
way, without hatred, greed and delusion, eliminating all possible sufferings. The path of Dhamma is the
direct way to purified mind, and it is obviously based on buddhist morality. Moreover, purified mind could act
not only in the sphere of technology and economics but also within all kinds of phenomena and interactions
and ultimately leads to the final goal of Nibbana. According to Dhp.1-2: “Phenomena are preceded by the
heart, ruled by the heart, made of the heart. If you speak or act with a calm, bright heart, then happiness
follows you, like a shadow that never leaves.”

I certainly believe that the Buddhist Conference BE 2554 will inspire and guide people of goodwill and will
further integrate the principles of Buddhist morality into socio-economic life of our planet.

In conclusion, | would like once again to express my greatest gratitude to the Supreme Sangha Council, the
Royal Thai Government, Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University and Thai people, represented by the
organizers and participants for their generous hospitality, the opportunity to touch the original Thai culture
and living tradition of the Dhamma-Vinaya.

Thank you,
May all beings be well and Happy!
/ /
s
Belarus Buddhist Educational Fellowship y Heorhi Liapkin

co-founder




Theravada Group in Minsk, Republic of Belarus
Date: 09. 04.2011

Congratulatory message

Dear Dhamma friends,

I am honoured to represent the Theravada group in the Republic of Belarus as a delegate at
the Vesak 2011 Celebration.

First, on behalf of my Dhamma friends in Belarus | express our deep sympathy for people of
Japan who have suffered in the triple disaster of earthquake, tsunami and nuclear unrest.
Buddhism is an integral part of Japanese culture and its impact on mentality and psychology
of the nation cannot be overestimated. At this difficult time Japanese people displayed truly
Buddhist spirit in their discipline and selflessness fighting the disaster, saving, and helping
those who suffered most from it. Such an attitude is worthy of our admiration.

At the same time these events make us aware of interconnectedness of all phenomena. From
this we see that everything around us is intertwined and subject to the law of cause-and-
effect. All our interactions with nature have consequences which may not be visible at the
moment but will manifest in the future. Buddha taught the end of suffering based on the
development of mind, or bhavana. Yet the state of mind depends on observing the moral
principles in our relations with the environment, politics, economy, interpersonal relationships,
...etc.

There is no area in our life where the law of cause-and-effect law does not operate.
Therefore, this universal law of the Dhamma should be always taken into account before one
undertakes any action. That is why this conference theme “Buddhist Virtues in Socio-
Economic Development” is very relevant to our time considering events like recent economic
crisis and natural disasters because Buddhism can offer rational solutions to many problems
the world today encounters.

Each Buddhist nation has added something its own to the external or ritualistic aspects of
Buddhism. However, the essence of the Dhamma is universal, that is, it not limited to a
particular region, culture or time period. For this reason, the sublime Dhamma has become
popular in the world because it touches upon the universal human issues of suffering and
happiness. Buddhism is not known to most of the people of my country, yet but more and
more are becoming interested in Dhamma. Some people get in touch with Dhamma through
their interest in mental training techniques or psychology, some -through martial arts, some -
trough the culture of Asian countries where Buddhism is traditionally spread. There are
different Buddhist groups in Belarus and interest in different aspect of the Dhamma continues
to grow due to its universal appeal. Buddhist teachings are capable of making positive
changes in life of individuals, group of individuals practicing Dhamma and, therefore,
influence some aspects of the whole society.

May this conference contribute to this cause!
Andrei Dmitriev (Dzmitryieu)

Co-founder of Theravada Group in Minsk
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MONUJES BUDISTAS
SAKYA TASHI LING

The Most Venerable Prof. Dr. Dharmakosajarn
President International Council of
United Nations Day of Vesak

La Paz, 10th April, 2011

Excellencies,

On behalf of our Master the Most Ven. Jamyang Tashi Dorje Rinpoche and the
Community Budhist Monks Sakya Tashi Ling, from Bolivia, a country located in the heart
of South America we would send a message of peace and friendship to all our brothers in
the Dharma, in a special day where we celebrating the Birth, Enlightenment and Passing
away of the Sakyamuni Buddha, the thrice sacred day, Vesak.

Thanks for such a laudable effort by the Supreme Sangha Council and the Royal Thai
Government the for the opportunity they give us to realize the universality of Buddhism,
fervently wish all the brothers of your countries soon reach the status of temporary and
ultimate happiness.

Yours in Dharma.

Fernando Antufia
Delegate Bolivia
Budhist Monks Sakya Tashi Ling
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Royal Roads University
April 14, 2011
Message Header
As we approach the International Day of Vesak, please let me send
congratulations from Canada. The teachings and practice of Buddhism is both
true and relevant as we prepare ourselves for our future. Also, | wish to
congratulate His Majesty the King of Thailand for having his birthday on the
International Day of Vesak. Let our preparations continue for these Holy days.
Postscript
Signature; Joshua Guilar, PhD.

Joshua Guilar, PhD., Full Professor, Program Head, MA in Professional
Communication, School of Communication and Culture, Royal Roads University
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Sangha Montanas y Mar
Santiago — CHILE

www.zenmontanasymar.org

In representation of this Sangha in Santiago of Chile, South America, I present my
deep thankfulness for the magnificent opportunity to be part of the Celebration of Vesak
2011 and my sincere recognition to all those involved in its organization.

May this unique occasion on the 84" Birthday of His Majesty The King Bhumibhol
Adulayadej of Thailand along with the Blessings of Lord Buda guide us into an
enlightened process to come to meaningful proposals and solutions to the current global
circumstances of our Mankind through the path of Buddhism.

May the outcome of this Meeting be of inner motivation towards the recovery and
sound evolution of our Peoples and our beloved Earth.
May all sentient beings join their wisdom in benefit of our sacred Life

Que todos los seres sintientes unan su sabiduria en beneficio de nuestra Vida sagrada

<~

Maria Elena Donoso
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INSTITUTO DE DIFUSION BUDISTA-CHILE
Ventura Lavalle 520 Santiago CHILE
C.P. 8360112 Tel. 56-2-5550905
E-mail: institutobudista@gmail.com
www.dharmachile.cl

Santiago of Chile, May 2011

We welcome the conclusion of the thrice-sacred day of Vesak, celebrating the Birth,
Enlightenment and Passing away of the Sakyamuni Buddha. We express our gratitude to the Royal
Government  of  Thailand for  hosting this international  celebration  and
Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University (MCU), for organizing all these great activities.

We salute the United Nations and the Supreme Sangha Council for the consideration of this
celebration that strengthens the timeless dissemination of the Word of the Lord Buddha for the
benefit of all beings. We express our best wishes for the 84th Birthday Anniversary of His Majesty

the King of Thailand and we rejoice in their support for the teaching of Sakyamuni Buddha in the
Kingdom of Thailand.

We hope that this anniversary experiences will help to increase the wisdom and kindness in the
entire world. We long for the suffering people in Japan and that all the injured and dead, could
receive the best thoughts and feelings of the global Buddhist community.

We hope that all world leaders such as economics, politics, religion and all other significant areas
leaders involving the happiness of mankind, to be imbued with the kindness and wisdom of the
Awakened beings, so that their activities are always altruistic.

We long for the World’s Buddhist Sangha could be felt as one heart in the words of Sakyamuni
Buddha so we could have a true and fundamental respect among all the students and
practitioners of all traditions: Theravada, Mahayana, Vajrayana.

We hope that the word of the Lord Buddha can be disseminated by all peoples on the Earth to
bring peace, increased wisdom and to deploy a kindness love in every living being.

Prof. Humberto Barahona

Director
Instituto de Difusion Budista-CHILE




Congratulatory Messages
From
Dr. Jien-ming Jue
President, Huafan University
Taipei, Taiwan

April 20, 2011

The thrice-sacred day of Vesak, celebrating the Birth, Enlightenment and Passing
away of the Sakyamuni Buddha, is the most important event for Buddhists all over the world.
On behalf of our most venerable founder the Ven. Hiu Wan and Huafan University, | am more
than delighted to learn that the 84th Birthday Anniversary of His Majesty the King & 8th
International Celebration on the Occasion of United Nations Day of Vesak 2011 again would
be held in Thailand and organized by Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University.

The theme of “Buddhist Virtues in Socio-Economic Development” this year addresses
the major impact that Buddhist virtues has in our globalized world. As it is widely
acknowledged that internationalization has always been a challenge and an opportunity for
technology-based businesses, one may reasonably argue that Taiwan’'s greatest asset has
been its people’s esteem for education, their talent for innovations, and, above all, their
understanding that Taiwan belongs to a truly global network that connects them to the world.
However, Taiwan’'s miracles in socio-economic development can never thrive on a small island
where everyone faces natural disasters and daily calamities with little faith.

Two thousand years ago, Sakyamuni Buddha lived in an austere life and so did his
disciples. Sakyamuni Buddha's model teaches us that the highest harmony comes from
keeping a balance within ourselves and with Nature. Although in today’'s high-tech era it is
impossible to live a life as simple as that of Sakyamuni Buddha, we could still practice the
spirit. The venerable Ven Hiu Wan, founder of Huafan, advocated "Education of
Enlightenment" as our ideal. She also proposed “Integration of Humanities and Technology
with Equal Emphasis on Mutual Enrichment of Compassion and Wisdom” as our educational
guidelines. These ideals involve self-awakening, self-development and rational thinking based
on Chinese ethics and Buddhist compassion. Foster deeper understandings of Buddhist

virtues, | believe, will ultimately cultivate a society with individuals who will dedicate
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themselves to progressive life-changing experiences—people who will be seeking not only a
high-quality life with the development of high-tech as well as greatest socio-economic benefit
but also less exploitation and more ecological conservation of the natural resource on earth.
From the bottom of my heart, | thank the invitation from Ven. Assist. Prof. Phramaha
Hansa Dhammahaso, and Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University for organizing the 8™
International celebration of United Nations Day of Vesak. By participating in this celebration,
Sanghas will directly benefit from an involvement in quality discussions as well as from their
long-lasting spiritual connections. | believe that your time in Thailand this May will be as
agreeable and memorable as it will be as rewarding. With the greatest pleasure, | wish you

all the best success in Ayutthaya and Bangkok for the 2011 celebration!

Your sincerely in the Dhamma,
/R A
s/

Jien-ming Jue
President, Huafan University

Taipei, Taiwan




Asociacion Casa Zen de Costa Rica
Apdo 260-3100

Santo Domingo, Heredia. Costa Rica
Tel. (506)2244-3532, fax. (506)2244-7170
Web: www.casazen.org e mail: casazen@ice.co.cr

April 28, 2011
With Deep Gratitude

These next three days will be very encouraging, meaningful and, above all, full of hope.
Approximately 5000 people from different countries, continents and cultures have been
brought together by the teachings of Buddha and have looked for ways to relieve suffering
and make a better world,.

These three days of celebration are going to be full of respect, tolerance, good intentions and
solidarity. We all will see how the teachings of Buddha are a perfect tool to mend the
problems and difficult times the whole mankind is going through. We will be reminded that
violence and injustice can be confronted by loving kindness and compassion. That ignorance
can be neutralized by understanding and wisdom. We know that receiving is good but giving
is better. We see impermanence and respect material goods. But to us, it is more important
to know who and what we are. Transforming ourselves we transform the world. Each one of
us can and does make a big difference in order to make a better world.

I come from a non-Buddhist country, where the seed of the Dharma has only reacently been
planted. How wonderful to have found the Dharma and what a great responsibility to help it
grow. How important is for us to come to a land where Buddhist tradition is so strong and we
can see everywhere images of Buddha and reminders of his teachings. To see how a society
lives Buddhism in a collective way is for us a great inspiration. | am amazed to have the
chance to see the beginners mind at work, the fresh approach, the respect and devotion to
the teachings.

Through all these years this Buddhist country has been capable to keep and respect the
Three Treasures. How much wisdom and compassion has been created. How much teaching
and experience you have given us beginners.

These three days will be a close encounter, you have created conditions so, Latin-American
countries can see each other and realize that we have a lot of good things to share, that we
can help each other, that Buddhism can and it actually is changing us, the west, the same
way it changed you, the east. This meeting has encouraged all the Sanghas invited here from
South and Central America, to strengthen their relationships with the creation, last year, of a
Latin-American Association of Buddhist organization and through it, join efforts. Thank you
for creating the opportunity for this to happen.

I want to express in the name of our Casa Zen Association in Costa Rica, our deep gratitude
to: the organizers of this event. To the host country for its hospitality and generosity. For the
beauty of its people and culture. Our gratitude also goes to all the participants for their
honest great heart and their commitment to make this world, a better world.

I May all beings attain Buddhahood !

Margoth Vargas Pacheco, Casa Zen de Costa Rica. Board of Directors Member, member of the
Sangha for 32 years. Head Cooker.

e



o Njip,

'

. E=3
) ¥
& )
W el %
< o
7. &
D/?.ran N\]-\“Q’

ESTONIAN NYINGMA
Address: Kalevala 6
10914 Tallinn

Estonia

Welcoming Speech

It is a great honor for me to come to Thailand as the representative of Estonian Nyingma.
Firstly I would humbly like to address with great honor your Holinesses, Most Venerable
Members of the Sangha, Most Venerable Rector of Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University
Mr. Executive Secretary, All the Excellences’ and Distinguished Participants, Ladies and
Gentlemen,

For those of you that know me and for those that don’t, my name is Velo Vaartnou. I am not
here to preach or to dictate, I am a simple man who is about to share with you a most
profound, spiritual and scientific phenomena. This phenomenon is the teachings of Buddha.

I am delighted to be here on the United Nations Day of Vesak .Vesak is a celebration that
gives us the opportunity to reflect, and to see, the true value and nature of our Buddha. It
marks the birth, enlightenment and passing of the Lord Buddha. It is a well-known fact that
there is a long history of Brotherhood between the Buddhists in Thailand and Estonia. About
100 years ago, Monk Karl Tonisson or Karlis Tennisons from Estonia was the first person who
went to Buriatya to study Buddha’s Teachings in monasteries, and his purpose was to
establish a Buddhist tradition in Estonia. He (Karlis Tennisons) also became well-known as
‘The First Buddhist Priest ‘on the Baltic Coast.When our first Estonian monk appeared into this
world from his mother’s womb coincidently in the same year in Panadura, in Sri Lanka a
disputation took place where monk Mohottivatte Gunananda won Christian missionary David
de Silva and restored the Theravada Tradition. The Estonian monk Karl Tonisson (Karlis
Tennisons) was the first western Buddhist in a 100 years who established Buddhist
Congregations in Estonia, Latvia, Lituvenia, and some even in Russia where Buddhism has
existed for many centuries. He has been known as many names from Brother Vahindra or
Barefooted TOnisson, Baltic Mahatma to Dharmaduta. Estonian Buddhist roots originate from
Buriatia and Estonian Buddhist history has equally its own valuable historical connection to
Thailand . In Bangkok these two Estonian monks spend almost two decades in a Royal
Monastery between1932 to 1949. Unfortunately this is were their human lives came to an
end and both passed away in old age later in Burma. That's a history of Buddhism in Estonia
and such are the ties between Estonia and Thailand. These two Estonian monks spent 17
years in Bangkok and sadly not so much is known about their holy lives here in Thailand . As
Vesak celebration commences many Buddhist from different parts of the world gather
together, Showing us how Buddha’s teaching has reached far and wide globally of becoming
a peaceful and spiritual way of life.Many monks, nuns, teachers, gurus, lamas, have for
decades spread these holy teachings around the globe. Teaching people to understand the
Buddha's valuable ways and thanks to their dedication and effort in traditional teachings
about ‘The Four Noble Truths *have become infamous amongst Buddhism. In every corner on
earth .The first geographical location where Buddhism was born was India; there it
blossomed as lotus flower as a symbol of Enlightenment , next ideological period and spread
to a wider geographical area where Shakyamuni ideas and path to Enlightenment became
well-known within Asia and resulted in the construction of many different schools and ideas
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all based on Buddha'’s teaching. The third period started approximately a century ago and
resulted of the expansion of Buddhist ideas. We can see this today by the number of people
from all over the world that gathered together to celebrate a United Nations Day of Vesak.
Buddhism is often called Indian Buddhism or Asian Buddhism in this new world we call it
World Buddhism. This gathering today pays homage to the three refuges or jewels of the:
Buddha Dharma Sangha

This is where I would like to pay my sincerity to everyone here today, for attending and most
of all listening. I would like to pay my humble respects to all venerable members of the
Sangha and participants that have participated from countries all around the world today.
The teachings of the Buddha are timeless and remain as relevant as ever. I would like to
thank the Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University and the Organising Committee, for their
excellent preparations. I wish the celebration of the United Nations Day of Vesak 2011 every
success, and hope that your endeavors will serve to further spread the Buddha’s message of
peace and compassion to all of mankind.

I wish you, the Bhikkhus and Bhikkhunis of the Sangha, peace, happiness and the
accomplishment of your Buddhist duties. In hope I wish for the representatives of Local,
State and Federal Governments, the members of Community Associations, the Ethnic
Communities, our friends and distinguished guests happiness, understanding, empathy and
harmony to be amongst us all. I pray that the wishes of our countrymen and women, the
Buddhist disciples show a path of truth, and that you always have peace, happiness and
prosperity.

AT we s

Vello Vaartnou

Head of Estonian Nyingma
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"4 ADDRESS: LUHA 1, 10129 TALLINN, ESTOMIA
PHONE: (+372) 6 536 969

E-MAIL: INFO@BUDAKODA,E
[RIRATNA BUDDHIST CENTRE IN ESTONIA WEB-SITE WWW.BUDAKODA.EE
April 14, 2011

Congratulatory message of the Triratna Buddhist Community in Estonia

I am extremely pleased and honoured to give my congratulations on this noteworthy occasion of the
United Nations Day of Vesak Celebration 2011. On behalf of the Triratna Buddhist Community and of
all Buddhists in Estonia | wish to express my respect and congratulations to the Royal Thai
Government and to Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University for all their hard work towards making
this celebration a success. My wishes for health and wellbeing go to His Majesty the King of Thailand
on the occasion of his 84™ birthday.

I am looking forward to meeting with delegates from all around the world to discuss the vital issues of
Buddhist Virtues and Socio-Economic Development. May | express my sincere thanks to the hosts and
organizing committee for inviting me and giving me the opportunity to be part of such an important
event.

May the 2011 United Nations Day of Vesak Celebration be a great success and may all participants

gain inspiration from their involvement.

With metta,
Yours in the Dharma,

O&a 7\A
Oleg Kangur,
Trustee,

Triratna Buddhist Community,
Estonia




Congratulatory message from Finland on the occasion
of celebrating the United Nations Day of Vesak 2011

HELSINKI ZEN CENTER
Kalevankatu 4
Helsinki, Finland

With the deepest respect and greatest pleasure we congratulate Your Holiness Somdet Phra
Buddhachaya, the Most Venerable Dr. Phra Dharmakosarjarn, the Rector of

Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University, all venerable teachers, and friends in Dharma
on the thrice-sacred day of Vesak.

Thank you so much for welcoming us to this auspicious gathering. Finland is a small country on the
northern edge of Europe and a long way from places where Buddhism has flourished for centruries.
Far from being a religion of the many, the Buddhist groups are still relatively small and Buddhism in
Finland and also in Scandinavia has a history of only a few decades. Having been invited to a major
Buddhist Vesak celebration reminds us that we are a part of a bigger global family. This makes us
feel welcome and connected in a heart-warming way.

We thank and congratulate with joy and deep gratitude the lay and monastic sangha, the

individuals, committees, organizations, governments and Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University

for making this United Nations day of Vesak celebration 2011 possible. We wish the Celebrations will
be a great success.

May all beings be free from suffering!

On April the 28th, 2011

Timo Teravainen
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Nava Nalanda Mahavihara,
(Deemed University)
Nalanda — 803111, Bihar, India
Date : 09.04.2011

Congratulatory Message

It gives me immense pleasure to extend my Congratulatory message on the
auspicious occasion of the 8" International celebration of UN Day of ‘Vesak’ and the 84"
Birthday Anniversary of His Majesty the King in Ayutthaya and Bangkok, Thailand from 12" —
14" May, 2011. I congratulate the organizers for celebrating this historic and eventful day
which is related to Lord Buddha and makes us aware and mindful of His meaningful life,
teachings and contribution not only to entire human civilization but also to others as well.

The theme for the 2011 Vesak celebrations is Buddhist Virtues in Socio-
Economic Development, and for this I am reminded of the first sermon of the Lord
Buddha popularly known today as ‘Dhammacakkappavattana Sutta’ In the Sutta the Master
conveys the essence of his teachings and called it the 'dfiamma’. It was in this discourse that
he set out the Four Noble Truths and the Eight Fold Path, popularly known as the ‘Middle

Path’ which can be summed up as Sila, Samadhiand Panna.

In true sense Socio-Economic Development can take place in complete harmony if we
follow the Buddhist virtues. While working for Socio-Economic Development we tend to get
caught in the worldly illusions which generally result in expectations. The minute what we
expected to achieve does not happen, will makes us feel disturbed. And if the same situation
turns in our favor, it excites our senses. However, joy and sorrow are never permanent. They
have tendencies to change in accordance to the situation. So whatever is bound to change is
not real and what is not real cannot be true.

What, then, is truth? Changing situations are always the reason for our happiness or
unhappiness. But neither the changing situations are real nor the joys and sorrows. They are
just relative terms. These are creations of our aviveka or lack of discrimination that makes us
float on the surface, preventing us from knowing our true nature.

Therefore, following the Middle Path induces insight and mental calm and ultimately
leads to peace, happiness and harmony. With such good intention if any type of
developmental work whether it is Socio - Economic or else is done it will bring the desired
results. This fact is seif proven and experienced by many of us.

I am happy that the organizers of the 'Vesak Day’ have been able to create
awareness and harmony much needed for peace within and peace through Socio-Economic
Development throughout the world very much needed in the present day Society. I on behalf
of Nava Nalanda Mahavihara (Deemed University), Nalanda and on behalf of the followers of
the Dhamma send my good wishes for the success of the event and once again congratulate
the organizers of the Vesak Day.

May all beings be happy, be peaceful and contented.

(Dl

Dr. Ravindra Pantﬂ Io{'[ ’2-9”
Director/ Vice- Chancellor
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PAHARPUR

A GROUP COMPANY

Paharpur Business Centre & Software Technology Incubator Park
21, Nehru Place Greens
New Delhi 110019, India
Date: April 18, 2011

Heartiest Congratulations on 8" celebrations of United Nations Day of Vesak

I would like to take this opportunity to wish Buddhists all over the world, a very
happy Vesak and to the people of Thailand, peace and prosperity on the auspicious
occasion of the 84th Birthday of His Majesty, The King, Bhumibhol Adulayadej.

The occasion presents us all, an opportune time to reflect on the timeless message of
Buddha, of universal brotherhood and oneness, wisdom and moral discipline, treating
all beings with compassion and fairness, and accomplishing a harmonious and

equitable society.

The Four Noble Truths and the Noble Eightfold Path have always brought tranquility
and contentment to the world and are relevant in today’s world of turmoil, more than

ever.

We can all learn from the invaluable teachings of Lord Buddha, about leading our
lives mindfully and also find solutions to burgeoning global challenges like terrorism,

climate change, natural disasters, epidemics etc.

On a closing note, I would like to send out my thoughts as you celebrate this
important day and wish success for the conference on “Buddhist virtues in Socio-

Economic Development”.

Kamal Meattle
CEO, Paharpur Business Centre & Software Technology Incubator Park
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Jambudvipa

Jambudvipa
Manuski, Deccan College Road, Yerawada, Pune, India

Date 18" April 2011
To spread Buddhism is to serve mankind

Dr. B. R. Ambedkar revived Buddhism in Modern India. Buddhism is now growing fast
in India. Millions have followed in the footsteps of Dr. B. R. Ambedkar since 1956, the year of
mass conversion. Dr. B.R. Ambedkar was also the greatest upholder of human rights, and in
fact, he fought all his life for the eradication of caste system, and practice of untouchability.
He gave India an enlightened constitution, which is based on human values of liberty,
equality and fraternity, to ensure justice for most discriminated and downtrodden people in
India. However he remarked that these values are essential basis of Buddhism.

Buddhism is the first universal movement in the world for human rights and human dignity.
The Buddha was the advocate of equality and freedom for all human beings. His Dhamma
based on wisdom and compassion is more than necessary for the modern world afflicted with
several problems. The problems faced by modern world are far in magnitude and potential
power to destroy human beings as a species.

Modern developments have helped human beings to come closer and live better than before
due to development in the science and technology, effective human institutions such as
judicial processes based on rule of law, Governments with checks and balance mechanisms to
ensure welfare of the citizens.

This exchange between Buddhism and United Nation, on the occasion of Buddha Jayanti
celebration, is paving a way for solving complex problems and relieve humanity from
suffering due to discrimination, injustice and poverty.

Despite of the enlightened and humanitarian constitution, India is severely challenged by
primitive caste system and untouchability. Dr. B. R. Ambedkar saw an integrated solution in
Buddha's teachings and effective legal mechanism. Buddhism which stands for ultimate
realization of human potential through the practice of Sila, Samadhi and Prajna is the only
effective way to annihilate caste system.

On the behalf of the millions of Buddhists in India and over 250 millions of downtrodden
people of India, we express our solidarity with this event, and wish this event a great
success.

May the Light of Wisdom pervade the Universe!!
May all beings be happy!!

Signature

Name and position: Mangeshraj M. Dahiwale, Director (International Relations)
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BUDDHIST MONUMENTS
DEVELOPMENT COUNCIL

Dr. Arvind Alok

Chairman

778, GH- 5 & 7, Paschim Vihar

New Delhi-110087 ( INDIA)

Ph. 25253210, 9311440868

E-mail- chairmanbmdc@yahoo.co.in

Date: 25-04-2011

NO HIGHER BLISS THAN PEACE

It is indeed a great pleasure to know United Nations Day of Vesak Celberation & Buddhist
Conference 2011 is being organized by Mahachulangkornrajavidyalaya University,
Bangkok, Thailand. Needless to say if India is the origin of Buddhism, Thailand is the
living land of Buddhism & Buddhist Heritage. It is no exaggeration to say Buddhism and
the Teachings of the Buddha are of great relevance and importance for the sustainable
development of mankind and a peaceful world. The ideals of the Buddha have been greatly
contributing to the enrichment of human values to a great extent in the world. For
sustainable development, peace & prosperity, the Teachings of our Great Master are of
great importance in present perspective. If the world has to survive and sustain, we will
have to look at path shown by Lord Buddha whose Teachings are for the emancipation of
every people of the world. Even for the democratic system of governance his teachings
have great relevance. India has always formulated its policies for the socio-economic
development of the country keeping in view the ideals of the Buddha. India’s Development
and participation of everyone is a great example which speaks of how the Buddhist values
have contributed to the prosperity of our Nation. We are grateful to the people of Thailand
for their outstanding contribution to the revival of Buddhist heritage and culture in India.
We sincerely acknowledge our thanks and wish that in future also both Indian and Thailand
will together play a vital role in the promotion of human values in the light of Buddhist
Teachings in the world no higher bliss than peace is the essence of Buddhism. | wish grand

success for the auspicious celebration and conference.

il
WA=

Dr Arvind Alok
Chairman: Buddhist Monuments Development Council
India
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ASOSIASI PERGURUAN TINGGI AGAMA BUDDHA INDONESIA
INDONESIAN ASSOCIATION OF BUDDHIST HIGHER EDUCATION INSTITUTIONS

(APTABI/IABHEI)

Secretariat:  JI. Cilincing Lama No. 3, Tanjung Priok, Jakarta Utara 14120
Hotline: 02133322173, 081514406869. Telp./Fax.: (021) 48701213, (021) 4414544
Email: infoaptabi@yahoo.com,lauwacep @yahoo.com

GOODWILL MESSAGE
UNITED NATIONS DAY OF VESAK 2011/2554 BE

It is a great honor for us, on behalf of the developing Buddhist scholars and communities
in Indonesia, to have a chance to deliver a message for congratulating the 8" United Nations Day
of Vesak (UNDV). Congratulation is delivered to the Most Venerable Prof. Dr. Dharmakosajarn,
Rector, with Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University, who has taken role as the main
organizer of the various events of celebrations of the 8" UNDV. Congratulation is also delivered
to the Thai Government, the Supreme Sangha Council, the International Council for the Day of
Vesak (ICDV), the International Association of Buddhist Universities (IABU), and the National
Office of Buddhism which have fully support the organization of the events.

In this auspicious occasion, IABHEI which consist of Indonesian Buddhist College of
(1) Nalanda, (2) Smaratungga, (3) Kertarajasa, (4) Maha Prajna, (5) Syailendra, (6) Bodhi
Dharma, (7) Sriwijaya, (8) Jinarakkhita, (9) Raden Wijaya, and (10) Dharma Widya, and
Indonesian Buddhist communities, with depth in our heart commemorate the 84™ Birthday of His
Majesty the King Bhumibhol Adulayadej of Thailand. Indonesian Buddhist scholars and
communities thankful to His Majesty who has supported continuously and intensively for
remarkable Buddhist development in Indonesia.

Recently, the world is miserably marked by various crisises. The theme of the
conference “Buddhist Virtues in Socio Economic Development” is very suitable to gather and
conclude solutions as caring Buddhist in helping peoples of the world sociologically and
economically. Sabbe satta bhavantu sukkhitatta. May all beings be happy. We wish the
conference of UNDV be successful. Congratulation!

We wish all of the delegates, observers, panelists, and other participants of the UNDV
2011/2554 BE have wonderful celebrations. “Happy Vesak Day”. Sadhu.

Yours truly in the Dhamma,

Dr. Eko Legowo Lauw Acep. S.Ag..M.Pd.B.
ADVISER PRESIDENT
116
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SEKOLAH TINGGI AGAMA BUDDHA
NALANDA

Perum. Pulo Gebang Permai RT. 013 RW. 04 No. 107 Kelurahan Pulo Gebang,
Kecamatan Cakung, Jakarta Timur 13950, Indonesia.
Telp. (021)70980951, Telp/Fax. (021)48701213, E-mail : stab_nalanda@yahoo.com

Indonesia, May 12", 2011

UNITED NATIONS DAY OF VESAK 2011/2554 BE

Buddhist Virtues in Socio Economic Development

Venerable members of The Sangha, Buddhist Leaders, Distinguished Guests, Participants, Ladies and
gentlemen

Namo Buddhaya,

On this international observance of the day of Vesak in 2011, it's a great pleasure to send my
warmest greetings to all the Buddhist scholars and leaders gathering in Bangkok to pay homage to
Buddha Gotama, but also to all those around the world whose lives have embodied their spirit and
teachings.

We celebrate Vesak every year that remind us about thrice- sacred day of Vesak which
happened in one day in the month of Vesak ie : Birth, Enlightenment and Passing away of the Buddha
Gotama. All Buddhist followers in the world celebrate Vesak , especially Today we celebrate Vesak with
United Nations and representative of Nations in the world. We representative of Nalanda Buddhist
College, Indonesia give congratulatory message : Happy Vesak 2011/B.E 2554, May all beings always be
happy, May people awakened for Buddhist Virtue in Socio Economic Development, May We always walk
in the Path of Deliverence. We also say congratulation for commemorating the 84" Birthday of His
Majesty the King Bhumibhol Adulyadej of Thailand.

We must work all together hand in hand to develop Buddhist Virtues in Socio Economic in the
global crisis. We can collaborate to solve our problems in social and economic based on Buddha's
teaching and practice Buddha Dhamma in daily activities. Especially in Indonesia, Buddhist Higher
Education Institutes prepare students who will be a Buddhism teacher in elementary school,
junior/senior High School, College, principal and also spread Buddha Dhamma in Indonesia. We prepare
for young generation to have a chance to develop social and economic in the future.

I believe that the Buddhist leaders, who will attend the United Nations Day of Vesak Celebration
in Thailand, will play a very eminent role in bringing out some productive results to immediately over
come the global crisis and to create a better world where all humanity could enjoy happiness and peace.

Yours.sincerely in the Dhamma,
2283

Chalirtnan of Nalanda Buddhist College, Indonesia
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SRIWIJAYA BUDDHIST STATE COLLEGE OF INDONESIA
KOMPLEK EDU TOWN, BSD CITY SERPONG, TANGERANG BANTEN

CONGRATULATION

We, Sriwijaya Buddhist State College of Indonesia would like to convey our great
congratulation to the committee of United Nations Day of Vesak Celebration & Buddhist
Conference 2011/BE 2554 conducted in Bangkok Thailand. It is a great respect our college
and Indonesian Buddhist, you have kindly invited us to attend the ceremony. We
understand that you have worked perfectly to arrange the ceremony. So we wish all of you
be happy under blessing of Triple Gems (Tiratana).

As Buddhist, we are all responsible for calm and harmony living in a society.
Buddhism provides us material to maintain our condition of life. It gives a way of life and a
way of thinking wisely. Living morally and ethically sound, all member of society agree and
support them. Buddha gave many exemplary of simple life to gain highest and perfect
happiness. As Buddhist should work with full energy to eliminate the human suffering.

Pancasila is a moral guide for Buddhist, it gives us a guideline of perfect life in a
modern society. Buddhism is perfect teaching for the development moral of society. Buddha
advised monks to teach people without making distinction, all are one species, no difference
among them. The color of skin, hair, eye, figure, is only minor differences. So we have
duties and obligation to love each other and living in harmony.

Finally, thanks for the Supreme Sangha Council and Royal Thai Government, the
celebration of 8" United Nations Day of Vesak be held in Ayutthaya and Bangkok. May all
being be happy and prosperous, Triple Gems bless all of you.

Sapardi, S.Ag, M.Hum
Chief
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www.buddhism-israel.org

Buddhism In Israel

7 Moledet st. Hod hasharon, Israel 45341

http://buddhism-israel.org

April 2011

Congratulatory message for the Vesak celebration from Israel

We arrive at this convention from Israel, where Judaism, Christianity and Islam -
three of the most ancient spiritual traditions, began - each having millions of
followers until today.

At this point in history, our country and the whole Middle East are torn by many
conflicts, suffering from the violence and pain caused by them. We feel that the
Buddhist path, which stands for non-violence, can help us in achieving the serenity
and security which all living creatures deserve.

We feel joyous that the Buddhist path had found many followers, in a land so ancient
and full of profound history.

We see ourselves representing the Buddhist community in Israel, including all

approaches and traditions, in this important day of Vesak.

We want to express our deepest thanks to the organizers of this event for their kind
and generous invitation.

Avraham (Avi) Peer

President

Buddhism in Israel
Israel
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Congratulatory Message to the 8th United Nations Day of Vesak
Celebrations
and the International Buddhist Conference

| am greatly honored to extend my congratulatory message to the 8th United
Nations Day of Vesak Celebrations and the International Buddhist Conference. Especially,
as this year's celebrations are held in conjunction with the auspicious occasion of the 84th
birthday of His Majesty King Bhumibol Adulyadej, | would like to offer my sincere
congratulations to His Majesty for his health and longevity, and wish Kingdom of Thailand
further prosperity.

The day of Vesak is a very important day not only for Buddhists but also for all
humanity. It is because it helps to propagate Dharma of Buddha all over the world that
brings happiness to all sentient beings. Buddha told people to have compassion toward all
living things, and showed the way to bring peace and happiness to individuals, to society, to
the whole nation, and to the whole world.

On March 11 this year, an unprecedented threefold disasters of a massive
earthquake, tsunami, and a nuclear power plant accident hit Japan. Many people in Japan
are still suffering from great difficulties.

At this time of difficulty, we have received a lot of warm help and strong support
from all over the world. | would like to express my deepest thanks to you all for your
kindness.

| also heard that many people in the world prayed for Japan. The compassion
they gave to us has greatly encouraged us. | believe that we have to carry out the
restoration by working together with this compassion in our mind.

Many Buddhists from the disaster-stricken areas in Japan are attending the Day of
Vesak Celebration this year as well because we appreciate the value and importance of this
event where Buddhists all over the world come together, celebrate the Birth, Enlightenment
and Passing away of Buddha and talk to each other.

e



At the conclusion of my congratulatory message, | wish this 8th United Nations Day
of Vesak and International Buddhist Conference to bring forth fruit and help create the world

where people join hands in peace.

Masakazu Matsumoto

Executive Vice Chairman, ICUNDV

Executive Vice Chairman, ITRI

Executive Vice President, Vesak Japan Committee
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Ko Bong Sa Zen Center
Mokyklos gatvé 21A, Vilnius, Lithuania

April 30, 2011

First at all 1 would like to express our gratitude for all the sacrifice and effort
given to organize this great event, United Nations Day of Vesak Celebrations &
2011/BE Buddhist Conference 2554.

For us it is a profound privelege and a great joy to be able to share and listen
to so many venerable people. These meetings contain great teachings, extremely
valuable to us, the inhabitants of Western societies, where the Buddhist tradition
continues to flower. The mere act of participating in this conference and to visit this
beautiful country of Thailand, is of the greatest aid in deepening our understanding of
this ancient tradition.

Human beings of today’s world live in societies bombarded by immense
amounts of information, making it almost impossible to digest and to adjust to the
rapid stream of input. Sociologists, philosophers and spiritual leaders agree that this
ocean of information overwhelms all human beings and causes suffering, both
mentally and physically. Gratefully, the teachings of the Buddha offer us
alternatives—very real and practical ways-- to establish meaningful and clear
relationships with nature, our fellow human beings and ourselves.

Let us congratulate His Majesty the King of Thailand on his 84 Birthday Anniversary,
the Supreme Sangha Council and the Royal Thai Government, the International
Council of United Nations Day of Vesak and the MCU University of Thailand.

Thank you for your support and care.
In appreciation for all you have done,

Yours in the Dharma
Chordana Gonsales Krus

Kwan Um School of Zen
Lithuania
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PERSATUAN PENGANUT BUDDHA LOKA MITTA MALAYS

(LOKA MITTA BUDDHIST FELLOWSHIP MALAYSIA)

(Registration No. 1138-10-SEL)
Cot No. 22, Jalan 18/44, 40200 Shah Alam, Selangor Darul Ehsan, Malaysia.
T Tel: +603-5541 1613 & +6012-391 5539 Fax: +603-8075 7240 Email: lokamittamsia@gmail.com

Spiritual Advisor: Most Venerable B Sri Saranankara Nayaka Maha Thero (Adhikarana)

Date: 7 April 2011 (BE 2544)

MESSAGE
FROM

MR. GOH SENG CHAI, rix res
President, Loka Mitta Buddhist Fellowship Malaysia
Assistant Secretary-General, International Council of United Nations Day of
Vesak

On behalf of Buddhists in Malaysia, we extend to you our best wishes and warmest greetings to
all on this auspicious occasion where Buddhist leaders from all over the world assembled in Ayutthaya in
this beautiful Kingdom of Thailand to celebrate the 8™ United Nations Day of Vesak 2554. We take this
opportunity to wish everyone a Happy and Joyous Vesak 2011.

In conjunction with this celebration, we are also taking this occasion to celebrate the 84"
Birthday of His Majesty the King of the Royal Kingdom of Thailand. On behalf of the members of Loka
Mitta Buddhist Fellowship Malaysia, we would like to wish His Majesty Happy Birthday and a healthy
long life.

15 December 1999 was a red letter day for all the Buddhists in this world. It was on this day
at the 79" General Assembly Plenary of the United Nations, it was decided that the day most sacred to
the Buddhists - the Day of Vesak be celebrated in May each year at the United Nations Headquarters
and other United Nations offices, be observed as International recognition of the Day of Vesak
effective from the year 2000.

Since 2004 Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University has been organizing the United Nations
Day of Vesak UNDV) except 2008 when it was held in Hanoi, Vietnam. =The task of organizing the
celebration and bringing all the world Buddhist leaders together to assemble in one place is a yeomen
effort. I would like to place on record our heartiest congratulations to all those who have put in their
tireless efforts.

This year, the Royal Thai Government and Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University is the host
again. The Theme of this year’s 8" United Nations Day of Vesak 2554 is “Buddhist Virtues in Socio-
Economic Development”. Amongst the many subjects to be discussed during the workshops, what
caught my attention is the topic “Building a Harmonious Society and Wisdom for the Awakening Society”.

In today’s world, human races are facing the various kind of crisis globally such as global
warming, natural disasters affecting the lives of many, wars, political conflicts and also many other issues
due to human weaknesses. In order to resolve some of the current issues, we should use our wisdom to
settle them. The workshop should be use as the platform to discuss ways and means of settling the
issues through Buddhist practices.
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I hope all delegates will attend the various Panel workshops diligently to deliberate on various
issues at hand and come out with proposals and suggestions on how we can make this world a better
place to live.

On this joyous occasion of the thrice-sacred day of Vesak - the day of Birth, Enlightenment and passing
away (Parinibbana) of the Buddha, let us remind ourselves on the significance of practicing the Dhamma
as taught by our Lord Buddha. Let us remind ourselves the Great Virtues of our Master and use them
daily to practice and improve our spiritual life.

May I conclude here by wishing the celebration of the United Nations Day of Vesak 2554 a great success
and may all the current global challenges and issues be addressed and overcome with Buddha-Dhamma
as the guiding light.

With the blessings of the noble Triple Gem, may all Beings be well and happy.

Lo

Goh Seng Chai, pjx, rB

President, Loka Mitta Buddhist Fellowship Malaysia

Assistant Secretary-General, International Council of United Nations Day of Vesak (ICUNDV)
Consultant, Young Buddhist Association of Malaysia (YBAM).

President of Setia Alam Sambodhi Buddhist Association Selangor

Lay Advisor, Setenang Buddhist Society Selangor & Kuala Lumpur.

Lay Advisor, YBBM Bodhi Park Building Committee for the construction of a Buddhist Temple
at U12, Shah Alam.

Consultant and Special Advisor to Buddhist Federation of Australia

Consultant and Special Advisor to United Vietnamese Buddhist Congregation of Australia &
New Zealand

Director, Yayasan Belia Buddhist Malaysia (YBBM).
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Buddhist University of Mongolia

Message to the United Nations day of Vesak Celebrations& Buddhist Conference-2011

With great pleasure we received the letter of invitation to attend the United Nations day of Vesak Celebrations&
Buddhist Conference-2011 to be held in Bangkok. This will be an extraordinary occasion for Buddhists from all
over the world to meet. I would like to express my sincere appreciation the members of organizing committee
for making the remarkable event.

As Buddhist we are really glad to know that the world Buddhist conference is making effort to unite all the
different sectors of Buddhism and to promote the teachings of Buddha.

[ strongly believe that this conference will surely enhance the bonds of friendship existing between Buddhists
different culture and regions and allow a fruitful exchange of ideas and strengthen understanding among
Buddhists toward working together for the peace and harmony.

Yours in the Dhamma

PRGN



KATHMANDU UNIVERSITY

Dhulikhel, PO. Box 6250, Kathmandu, Nepal
Tel: (011) 661399, Fax : 977-1-56533543, 977-11-661443, e-mail: info@ku.edu.np

April 24, 2011
Greetings from the Land of Gautam Buddha’s Birth-place, Lumbini, Nepal

It is our immense pleasure to send the greetings from the Land of Gautam Buddha’s Birth place, Lumbini,
Nepal.

Ever since the adoption of 1999 resolution of the United Nations General Assembly to observe the Tripe-
sacred Day of Vesak to celebrate the Birth, Enlightenment and attention of Nirvana of Gautam Buddha, UN
Headquarter and its offices world-wise have been organizing regularly in the month of May.

The Royal Thai Government has been generously celebrating the Vesek Day as an International gathering of
prominent scholars to deliberate on the teaching of Dhamma. As in the earlier years, the responsibility of
organizing this year's 2011/2554 event of such a paramount importance is taken by
Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University with the theme Buddhist Virtues in Socio-Economic
Development - a topic so pertinent for the peaceful coexistence of entire mankind.

It is a happy coincidence that the government of Nepal is awarding Gautam Buddha International
Peace Award for the first time to the two Japanese cities of Hiroshima and Nagasaki for " 7he recovery and
restoration of Hiroshima and Nagasaki from the ashes of war to beautiful, modern cities have inspired people
all over the world to unite for peace and human solidarity ".

On this auspicious occasion, we the Buddhist of Nepal extend the hearty felicitation to His Majesty
King Bhomibol Adulyadej, the Royal Patron of Buddhism, on his 84" Birthday and wish him good health.

Let the celebration of this year's UN Vesek Day bring happiness and prosperity to all the mankind.

Let peace prevail in the entire World by virtue of the triple-gem, Buddha, Dhamma and Sangha.
Prof. Bhadra Man Tuladhar
Registrar

Kathmandu University
Nepal




Diamond Sangha New Zealand
April 7, 2011

Congratulatory Message
United Nations Day of Vesak Celebrations & Buddhist Conference
2011/B.E. 2554

A very warm congratulations on the 84" Birthday Anniversary of
His Majesty the King & 8™ International Celebration on the Occasion of United Nations
Day of Vesak 2011/2554 from the New Zealand Diamond Sangha. It is heart warming to see
and be invited to participate in the support and veneration of the Buddha's offering to the
world and the work and teaching of his disciples through the ages up to the present day. In
particular, our heartfelt appreciation for His Majesty the King and all the faithful Dhamma
supporters who keep the Dhamma alive and work to liberate all beings in this uncertain
fragile world.

We wish you every success with investigating and promulgating Buddhist Virtues within
the framework of Socio Economic Development. We also wish you all success with informing
and impassioning people of the world toward the plight of this wonderful planet and its
inhabitants, with whom we are truly blessed to share.

With palms together
Yours in the Dharma
Glenn Wallis Ya-un Roshi
Senior Teacher,

Diamond Sangha New Zealand
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BUDDHADHAMMA ASSOCIATION
THERAVADA BUDDHIST ASSOCIATION IN NORWAY
Sandviksveien 84 A, 1363 Hgvik, NORWAY
www.buddhadhamma.no

Oslo, 8" April 2011

Congratulatory Message
On the occasion of
United Nations Day of Vesak Celebrations 2011, Thailand
Buddhist Virtues in Socio-Economic Development

On behalf of the members of the Theravada Buddhist Association in Norway
(Buddhadhamma-foreningen), it is with great pleasure | take this opportunity to extend
congratulations to the International Committee for the United Nations Day of Vesak, the
Supreme  Sangha  Supreme  Council, the Royal Thai Government and
Mahachulalongkornrajavidyadala University for organizing and successfully celebrating the
Vesak.

The day of Vesak is the most important event in Buddhist calendar. It celebrates the
historical Buddha's birth, awakening and passing away. Buddhists all over the world,
regardless of whether they are Theravada, Mahayana, or Vajrayana, celebrate this important
event with great festivities. We gather together in Thailand to celebrate the day of Vesak,
not only to show unity and cooperation among Buddhists but also find an opportunity to
discuss issues that we face today and also help in resolving problems that others face around
the world. In that respect, this year’s conference theme “Buddhist Virtues in Socio-Economic
Development” is extremely significant.

In addition, we proudly celebrate the 84™ birthday anniversary of His Majesty King Bhumibol

Adulyadej. May the Triple Gem Bless His Majesty! Digayuko hotu (May live long)!

Yours in the Dhamma

iier oy

Shantana Berg
President
Theravada Buddhist Association in Norway

(Buddhadhamma-foreningen)
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The 8" United Nations Day of Vesak Celebrations2011/B.E 2554
Congratulatory message from Buddhist Federation of Norway

Egil Lothe

Oslo 16.04.2011

It is a great pleasure for me as president of the Buddhist Federation of Norway to
congratulate the organisers of the 8" United Nations Day of Vesak Celebrations taking place
in Thailand this year. The Buddhist Federation of Norway, representing the diversity of most
of the Buddhist communities in our own country, appreciates highly the many times greater
Buddhist diversity seen at the celebration of the United Nation Day of Vesak.

Having come to know about the strong commitment and support from various Thai
governments to the United Nation Day of Vesak celebrations I would also like to express my
gratitude to the country of Thailand. This year the celebration of United Nation Day of Vesak
celebrations coincides with the year of the 84™ Birthday of His Majesty the King of Thailand.
His Majesty has during his long reign exemplified in an outstanding manner how the values
of Buddhism can be implemented in the life of a nation. His Majesty’s commitment to
governance based on Buddhist principles has very deservedly earned him respect from the
world Buddhist community. We will therefore also express our feelings of gratitude and
appreciation to His Majesty the King of Thailand.

Having participated in the United Nation Day of Vesak conferences every year since their
inception in 2004 I have observed the dedication and hard work of the
Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University lead by its Rector, Most Venerable
Dharmakosajarn. This dedication and hard work has been crowned with success in bringing
Buddhists from all over the world together as well as in increasing the visibility of Buddhism
on the world stage and also in initiating a number of concrete projects in the field of
Buddhist cooperation.

One such project is the ongoing Common Buddhist Texts project which aims to compile
scriptures from the three traditions of Theravada, Mahayana and Vajrayana into one
common text to be disseminated widely in order to make the Dharma know in its essence as
well as in its diversity. A project such as this has not been implemented before and stands at
a testimony to the broadminded and inclusive attitude of the
Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University and its rector Most Venerable Dharmakosajarn. It
also serves as an example of the importance of utilising Buddhist scholarship in the
dissemination of the teachings of the Buddha.

The world needs the teachings of the Buddha. First and foremost every human being needs
the teachings of the Buddha to transform themselves from worldly beings into liberated

beings able to express their freedom in actions of wisdom and compassion. As beings living
in this world we are interconnected. Our inner being is reflected in our actions. Our actions

e e



are reflected in the world we share together. For better or for worse our thoughts, words,
and deeds affect the situation of other beings. Buddhist spirituality is therefore not only
inward looking. It also looks outward at humanity at large and how we as individuals relate
to the community of living beings in the world.

The theme of this year’s conference is therefore not accidental. “Buddhist Virtues in Socio-
Economic Development” may sound like words from two different worlds. In fact they are
very much interconnected. How far can we really develop if we the lack the Buddhist virtues
of compassion and friendliness, of generosity and peacefulness? Can we really create a
civilised world if the way we relate to each other is not very different from the law of the
jungle?

Talking about Buddhist virtues is easy, really understanding them less so, and practicing
them may often be difficult indeed. We therefore need all the help we can give each other in
strengthening our understanding and our resolve to practice the Buddhist Virtues for the
benefit of the whole world.

Coming together as we do on the United Nation Day of Vesak, due to the hospitality of our
Thai hosts, we are granted a valuable opportunity to reflect on and to be inspired by the
Teachings of the Buddha. It is up to us as speakers of listeners to contribute to the best of
our capability in sharing our knowledge and experience with the world Buddhist community
being represented here. The world may not listen to our words but it will surely notice
whether we contribute significantly to make this world a better place for us all.

May we therefore succeed in making this great event into an experience of learning and
inspiration through which we may become more motivated and more capable to transform
the world as well as ourselves.

Yours in the Dharma

(sign.)
Egil Lothe
President Buddhist Federation of Norway
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Nichiren Shu Sangha de Paraguay - Dojo Luz del Dharma
Centenario 2151, Asuncién, Paraguay,
http://www.nsparaguay.or

April 20, 2011,

Congratulatory Message

It is of great joy and honor for me to have being invited again to Thailand to be present in
both the 8™ United Nations Day of Vesak Celebration and 84™ Birthday Anniversary of His
Majesty the King.

This 8™ UNDV international Buddhist gathering is a great opportunity to share, learn and
debate about what can we do both as a group and individuals, to help people to help
themselves and walk the way to a world peace and happiness. Real inner peace will manifest
in real world peace.

I wish congratulate the International Council of United Nations Day of Vesak (ICUNDV) and
the Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University (MCU) in general, and in particular to all
individuals from Most Venerable Prof. Dr. Phra Dharmakosajarn to all volunteers for their hard
and great work.

I also wish to thank the Supreme Sangha Council and Royal Thai Government both for their
blessings and support.

And I respectfully would like to wish peace and happiness to His Majesty the King.

Yours in the Dharma,

|/

[
| *—

.Wﬁﬂf VA\W 745

Yo Ryu Alzaa Ho Shi

President, Nichiren Shu Sangha de Paraguay
Director, Dojo Luz del Dharma

e



MONLJES BUDISTAS
SAKYA TASHI LING

The Most Venerable Prof. Dr. Dharmakosajarn
President of the International Council
of the United Nations Day of Vesak

Lima, April 10th, 2011

Your Excellency,

The Sangha Buddhist Monks Sakya Tashi Ling from Perd, wants to send you a congratulatory message on
this thrice-sacred day of Vesak, celebrating the Birth, Enlightenment and Passing away of the Sakyamuni
Buddha with the theme “Buddhist Virtues in Socio-Economic Development” for the 2011 celebrations.

We want to praise the Supreme Sangha Council and the Royal Thai Government for this commendable
initiative.

We are very thankful to be able to share this memorable occasion with our Dharma brothers of the
international Buddhist Sangha. We hope we can contribute to a better world, with harmonic relationships
and peaceful minds.

We send you our profound wish of reaching the ultimate happiness under the blessings of our Most Ven.
Jamyang Tashi Dorje Rinpoche.

We remain yours in the Dharma,

Alicia Dammert R.P.
Delegate from Peru
Buddhist Monks Sakya Tashi Ling




NALANDA PORTUGAL
Rua Diogo Botelho, n.° 77 — 4.° Dt°
4150-262 Porto
Portugal

April 2011

BUILDING A BETTER WORLD

It is a great privilege to participate in the celebration of the 8" International
Celebration on the Occasion of United Nations Day of Vesak 2011/2554 in Thailand organized
by Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University (MCU). As a Buddhist practitioner, this is very
special date.

The theme for the 2011/2554 celebrations — Buddhist Virtues in Socio-Economic
Development — is mostly pertinent, up-to-date and urgent with respect to implementation.
Nowadays, we see the suffering of many people caused by an economic unjust system, and
we see that the planet where we live in with other beings is devastated either by natural
catastrophes, or by the ambition of a minority of the population that does not respect other
beings. | believe that the practice of Buddhist virtues can help to improve society in its social,

economical and environmental challenges.

On behalf of the group Nalanda Portugal and Portuguese Buddhists,

- We want to express ours congratulations and best wishes on the occasion of the 84"
Birthday Anniversary of His Majesty the King of Thailand,

- We want to express ours congratulations on the Occasion of United Nations Day of
Vesak 2011/2554,

- We truly hope that the objectives of the celebrations of the 8" ICOUND Vesak
2011/2554 are implemented and that all steps and advices are followed by the
largest possible number of people;

- We would like to express our sincere gratitude to all those who have worked for this
great event, as well as we would also like to express our respects for all the
participants, and for all the people who work for peace in the world. May their efforts

be successful.

May all beings be happy.

May there be peace in the world.

Fatima Correia,
Delegate
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SLOVENIAN THERAVADA BUDDHIST ASSOCIATION “BHAVANA”
ANDREASEVA 1, 1107 LJUBLJANA, SLOVENIA, EU.

Date: 29.04.2011

HAPPY VESAK TO THE WORLD

“Homage to The Buddha’

The Vesak provides us new light to our daily lives. Physically as well as
psychologically we try to avoid conducting Akusala Kamma (unwholesome actions). Buddhists
in the world engage in Dana (giving), Sila (observing precepts), and Bhavana (meditation)
activities specially during the Vesak period. Even in some countries like Thailand, they
organize not only spiritual activities but also educational conferences to enlighten the whole
world to feel the value of Vesak celebration. In strong Buddhist countries, they organize
Vesak activities even in schools to feel the importance of Vesak celebration among students
and teachers.

Once The Buddha said that, the greatest way to respect to The Buddha (Buddha
Puja) is to follow his teaching (The Dhamma). Therefore we must not forget the core essence
of The Vesak celebration — to follow The Buddha's path. To show the real respect to The
Buddha, each and every one of us must keep in mind the real Vesak celebration. The actual
Vesak celebration will enhance the peace and harmony in the world.

Every one of us agrees that to organize an international Vesak day celebration is not
such an easy task. But The Supreme Thai Sangha, The Royal Thai Government, and the MCU
bravely took this task in hand without any hesitation again in this year. We all can see that
this is a good example to all the other Buddhist countries. We all will hope that all the other
Buddhist countries will take this event in account to organize such international Vesak day
celebrations to engage the whole Buddhist world in spiritual path. As Buddhists we also must
provide our maximum support to organize international Vesak day celebration and to make it
more colorful.

On behalf of the Slovenian Buddhists and Slovenian Theravada Buddhist Association,
| take this opportunity to express our gratefulness to The Supreme Thai Sangha, The Royal
Thai Government, The MCU and to the International Vesak Day Organizing Committee, for
the successfulness of organizing International Vesak Day celebration again in this year in
Thailand. OUR CONGRATULATIONS FOR YOUR SUCCESSES ...

SADHU... SADHU... SADHU...

v
LA ——

Monishankar Singha, (M.A. in Psychology of Excellence & PhD student in Applied Psychology)
Active member of STBA and Pioneer of Vesak celebration in Slovenia.
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Dharmagiri Hermitage & Outreach

PO Box 270, Underberg 3257 KwaZulu Natal South Africa

E
DHARMAGIRI
www.dharmagiri.org / www.dharmagiri-outreach.org / www.khuphuka.org

April 27" 2011

Congratulatory Message on the Occasion of the United Nations Day of Vesak Celebrations & Buddhist
Conference 2011/B.E 2554 & the 84th Birthday Anniversary of His Majesty the King

On behalf of Dharmagiri and the Buddhist Community of South Africa, we most sincerely congratulate the
Supreme Sangha Council and The Royal Thai Government for hosting the International Council of United
Nations Day of Vesak. We also most sincerely congratulate His Majesty King HM Bhumibol Adulyadej on
the occasion of his most honorable 84" birthday.

Message
A Way of Life for a Sustainable Planet: ‘Give what you can, take only what you need.’

We are delighted that the focus of this 2011 Vesak theme is ‘Buddhist Virtues in Socio-Economic
Development.’ This theme is particularly dear to our heart. At Dharmagiri we strive to expand our
Dhamma practice beyond the boundaries of our hermitage to include our surrounding rural communities
who suffer from lack of resources, poor educational opportunities and the scourge of HIV/Aids. To this
effect we have initiated and supported a number of successful Outreach projects. Both our hermitage
and Outreach work depend on Dana.

We believe that the principle of Dana, coupled with the ancient African principle of Ubuntu which states
‘we are who we are through others,’ is key to furthering a more equitable society that can overcome the
mindset that seeks self benefit at the expense of others.

The practice of generosity transforms greed and supports an inner attitude of letting go and
renunciation. In these times when global resources are severely challenged, we face the reality that our
collective sustainability is under threat. Therefore a direct remedy is for each of us to learn to live more
simply. The Holy Dhamma teaches us that endlessly seeking the fulfillment of desires can never bring
about peace. Peace and deep contentment arise with the letting go of desire. May all beings dwell in
peace, abundance, fearlessness and with an open heart and clear mind.

With deep appreciation for the opportunity to represent my community,
With metta,

JP Meyer - Director, Dharmagiri Hermitage
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Message from the Prime Minister of Sri Lanka

It is with utmast pleasure that 1 send this message of felicitations on the occasion of the 08"
International Celebrations of United Natlons day of Vesak, May 2011/2554 that is organized in
conjunction with the 84" Birthday Anniversary of His Majesty the King of Thailand. The
gracious host of this event, Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University (MCU) of Thailand and
the Most Venerable Prof, Dr. Dharmakosajarn, Rector of MCU deserve our sincere
congratulations for the elaborate and meticulous arrangements so painstakingly taken to make
this land-mark event a great success.

The strong bonds of friendship and cooperation between Thailand and Sri Lanka nurtured over
many centuries by the Buddha Dhamma, the common faith of our two nations, had further
cemented and solidified our long standing cultural and religious ties. It is with profound
gratitude that Sri Lanka recalls the assistance rendered by Thailand by dispatching a delegation
of Maha Sanga of Thailand to revive the Higher Ordination which was in decline in Sri Lanka in
the 18" century, Exchange of such generous gestures between our two countries had been
quite numerous over the years which testify to the special relations that exist so happily
between our two countries up to the present day.

We note with great satisfaction that Thailand had taken the lead role in celebrating the U.N
Day of Vesak annually in association with all the Buddhist countries in the world since the
General Assembly of United Nations adopted in 1999 by resolution the Sacred Day of Vesak as
a United Nations Day.

This year’s celebrations of Vesak would coincide with the festivities connected with the 84™
anniversary of the birth of His Majesty the King of Thailand. It is fitting that His Majesty who is
the Royal Patron of Buddhism is felicitated on this occasion,

While conveying our best wishes for the good health and long life for His Majesty the King we
wish the UN Day of Vesak celebrations May 2011/2554, in Thailand grand success.

D M. Jayaratne
Prime Minister of the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka
07" April 2011
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University of Kelaniya - Sri Lanka

19.04.2011

Congratulations

I honored to have an opportunity to write a congratulatory massage to the 8 th UN Vesak
Day Celebration 2011. 1 hereby wish all the success to this annual important

international event.

I would like to pay our attention to the importance of Buddhist teachings to the modern
world. Buddhist teachings should be studied from new perspective and analyzed with the
intention of finding lasting solutions to the problems of modern world .In particular
Buddhist teachings have a universal value for all nations irrespective of their original
ethnicity or religion. For example loving kindness is a common universal requirement
valuable for all living beings. Therefore any person can study Buddhism even while
protecting ones original faith and solve problems day to day life. For example Buddhist
meditation has a universal value any one can profit from mediation and tension of

modern life.

Therefore | invite all nations to learn Buddhism and make use of Buddhist teaching for

the well being of their own life and others in the world.

Best wishes,

—

E.A.D. Anusha Edirisinghe

Senior Lecturer/Department of Sociology
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Sri Lanka International Buddhist Academy (SIBA)

12 May 2011

It is with great pleasure that | write this congratulatory message on the occasion of the 8" United
Nations Day of Vesak Celebration and Conference to be held from 12-14 May 2011 on the theme
“Buddhist Virtues in Socio-Economic Development.” As this year’s celebration is more auspicious for the
Buddhists and the people of Thailand in particular for it coincides with the 84™ Birth Anniversary of His
Majesty the King of Thailand, the only Buddhist monarch in the world today, on behalf of the President,
Board of Directors, staff and students of Sri Lanka International Buddhist Academy (SIBA), | takes this
opportunity to wish His Majesty the King of Thailand long life and good health.

It is very timely and also a compulsion that both Buddhist leaders and Buddhist scholars meet frequently,
discuss the burning issues and problems in the modern world and make substantial contributions towards
finding durable solutions to them based on Buddhist principles. For these meetings to take place there
must be international platforms. Since 2001, Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University, the chief
organizer of this Vesak Celebration, has given the Buddhist world a real platform in Thailand for the
purpose. There is no debate that this platform has enabled the Buddhists all over the world to come
together and find ways to work together for the betterment of the world. As we know, the Buddhist
leaders representing countries, regions, cultures, traditions, organizations, societies, and institutions join
this year’s celebration as before and plan to mix with Buddhist scholars around the world to identify
Buddhist virtues for socio-economic development under four sub-themes: Buddhist leadership and socio-
economic development, Building a harmonious society, Environmental preservation and restoration, and
Wisdom for awakening society. Considering the nature of the topic and the competence of the
participants, 1 am hopeful that 2011 Bangkok Declaration will make a big impact on the decision makers
worldwide. | wish this year’'s celebration and conference a great success.

Prof. G.A. Somaratne

Rector — Sri Lanka International Buddhist Academy
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PO Box 298, Kyiv 01034 Ukraine
April 6th 2011

Congratulatory Massage
from
Litoshyn Igor, leader of the Poltava group

I would like to avail myself of this opportunity to congratulate the International
Committee for United Nations Day of Vesak, Thai Sangha Supreme Council, the Royal Thai
Government and Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University, for making great effort in
successfully organizing this event.

The Day of Vesak which commemorates the Birth, the Enlightement, and the Passing
away of the Lord Buddha, is the most important event for Buddhists all over the world
regardless of sectarian inclination such as Theravada, Mahayana, Vajrayana or other schools.

I am glad that the eighth United Nations Day of Vesak Conference will be held in
Thailand under the theme of “Buddhist Virtues in Socio-Economic Development".

We are responsible for the world we inhabit and for out actions in it. It would benefit
everybody if the human race would be more wise and less selfish.

It extremely is important for us to change our behavior because if we don"t do it our
planet will not be able to support human life for a long period of time.

The time has come for human selfishness to be replaced with selflessness and this is
the main task for human beings. Generosity should replace greediness. Lovingkindness
should replace hate. And light of wisdom should dispel the darkness of ignorance.

This change occurs in minds of certain human beings and then spreads in the world
we live in, because we live not alone and we can"t separate ourselves from others. That™s
why our behavior has an influence on our friends and relatives, other people, and step by
step the changes of our mind begin to play an important role in the world.

Ukrainian™s Buddhists will join others around the world to reflect on the Birth and
Enlightenment of Lord Buddha and | believe, we'll meet these challenges and contribute to
the contentment, happiness and peace of humankind.

May all beings be happy!

Your sincerely in the Dhamma,

1
|I 2 .l". - i ;
.J,J“E.n‘:/ T

Litoshyn Igor,

leader of the Poltava group
Buddhist Educational Fellowship
Ukraine
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DIMC UAE
(Dhammakaya International Meditation Centre, United Arab Emirates)
No.5, St. 83a, Al Wargaa 2, Dubai, U.A.E.
Email: dimc_uae@hotmail.com

Dubai, 29™. April 2011

Congratulatory Message:
On the occasion of the United Nations Day of Vesak Celebrations
& Buddhist Conference 2011/B.E. 2554.

It is indeed an honor, and it gives me great pleasure to present this congratulatory message on the occasion of the
8" United Nations Day of Vesak Celebrations & Buddhist Conference 2011, that is organized in conjunction with the
84" Birthday Anniversary Celebration of His Majesty King Bhumibol Adulyadej of Thailand.

On behalf of all residents and expatriates of the United Arab Emirates, “Kalayanamitras” and staff of The
Dhammakaya International Meditation Centre of Dubai, United Arab Emirates in particular, | take this opportunity to
thank The Most Venerable Professor Dr. Dharmakosajarn, President of The International Council of United Nations
Day of Vesak and its International Committee. | also wish to thank the International Association of Buddhist
Universities, the Supreme Sangha Council of Thailand, the Royal Thai Government, The Thai National Office of
Buddhism and Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University for hosting and organizing this auspicious event.

Vesak Day, which was recognized by the General Assembly of the United Nations at its fifty-fourth session under
Agenda Item 174 as an International Day of the United Nations, is a day of sublime significance to Buddhist all over
the world. It is the day commemorating the sacred triple events of birth, attainment of enlightenment and entering
into “Parinibbana” of the Lord Buddha - the utmost Supreme Being.

On this auspicious occasion, let us take a moment to reflect on the virtues of the Lord Buddha and his teachings
propagated for more than 2500 years for the well being of all humans and “dewas”. In a world ridden with conflict,
disputes, struggles and natural disasters, the Lord Buddha's “dhamma” becomes more relevant as a practical way to
resolution through the practice of righteousness, precepts, spreading of loving kindness, generosity, compassion and
equanimity. Let us all come together to practice the Lord Buddha's teaching. Let us discipline ourselves in body and
mind in order to spread “World peace through Inner peace”. Let all Buddhist leaders, organizations, companies and
individuals be united, under one sun, with common objectives, to develop Buddhist solutions toward global recovery.

I would also like to take this opportunity to wish His Majesty the King of Thailand a Happy Birthday. May His Majesty
have longevity, good health, continued rule with wisdom and harmony and be blessed by the triple gems always.

Last but not least, | wish the United Nations Day of Vesak Celebrations & Buddhist Conference 2011 great success so
that all the objectives are achieved.

Yours in Dhamma

Lye Ket Yong
President
DIMC UAE




ZENDO DE LA
FLOR DORADA

Asociacion Budista Zen del Uruguay
Zendo de la Flor Dorada
Montevideo-Uruguay

April 11, 2011

Congratulatory Message on the occasion of the Vesak Day Celebration 2554-2011

It is a great honour and a great pleasure that in this 8th. Celebration of the Day of Vesak
2554-2011 we could attend this meeting once again in representation of our small country,
Uruguay.

I consider of great importance for our Sanghas, mainly not belonging to Buddhists Countries
as ours, to create links with the other Sanghas with the aim that Buddhism finds its place,
not as groups coming from different traditions, and far apart between one another, but
as abig Sangha, with a common aim: The practice of Buddha - Dharma for the liberation
of Suffering and the negative mental states of mind.

We want to Congratulate on the subject chosen for this year: The Buddhist Virtues in the
Social — Economic Development, so relevant in relation to the great separation between the
Economic Development for one side, and the Human Conscience on the other part. The
World Current State reflects clearly this separation existing; Scientific Development
misdirected ; Economic Power badly channeled, etc.

I have faith that by means of the knowledge and development of Buddhist Virtues, this
separation existing could possibly dissappear, butonly getting a deep change in the
Conscience.

Our Warm Congratulations for this Vesak Day Celebration and also for the Thailand King H.M
Bhumibol Adulyadej Birthday.

We Want to Thank to the Royal Thai Government and to the Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya
University for the Organization and the carrying out of this important event.

That every being receive the benefits of the Buddha Dharma
Daniel Hoshin Marighetti
Instructor Zen

Zendo de la Flor Dorada
Asociacion Budista Zen del Uruguay

o

e



A A A A
INDONESIAN BUDDHAYANA COUNCIL
MAJELIS BUDDHAYANA INDONESIA

INDONESIAN BUDDHAYANA COUNCIL
Prasaddha Jinarakkhita, JI. Kembangan Raya Blok JJ Puri Indah,
Kembangan Selatan, Jakarta Barat 11610,
Tel: +6221-583591727, fax. +6221-58359127
Email : mbipusat@buddhayana.or.id, website : www.buddhayana.or.id

Date 2 May 2011

United Nations Day of Vesak Celebrations & Buddhist Conference 2011/B.E 2554

On Behalf of Indonesian Buddhayana Council, we wish to extend best wishes to celebrate the
84" Birthday Anniversary of His Majesty the King and 8" International Celebration on the
Occasion of United Nations Day of Vesak 2011/2554.

The Mission of our organization (which was established in 1955 by the late Venerable Ashin
Jinarakkhita) is : “To practice and share the essence of Buddhism contextually through self
transformation and social transformation by upholding the values of non-sectarianism,
inclusiveness, pluralism dan universalism within the faith to Dharmakaya (Sanghyang Adi
Buddha or Divinitiy which is One)”, which is engulfed by diversity in many respects as
reflected in our state motto ‘Bhinneka Tunggal Ika’ (Unity in Diversity). The motto was
qguoted from the verse of Sutasoma, by Mpu Tantular, a great Buddhist teacher of Majapahit
in 14th Century.

We sincerely hope that the theme for the 2011 celebrations, Buddhist Virtues in Socio-
Economic development, will achieve its objectives and bring meaningfull lives in peace and
happiness to all humanity.

We also would like to congratulate The Royal Thai Government, Supreme Sangha Council,
International Council for the Day of Vesak (ICDV), International Association of Buddhist
Universities (IABU), Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University and National Office of
Buddhism on the occasion of United Nations Day of Vesak Celebrations 2011, and to all
participants of the Buddhist Conference 2011 a most successful and prosperous event.

Jakarta, 2 May 2011

Sudhamek A.W. S

Chairman
Indonesian Buddhayana Council
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Date: ... 3rd May 2011

The Most Venerable Prof. Dr. Dharmakosajarn

Rector, Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University

President, International Association of Buddhist Universities
President, International Council of United Nations Day of Vesak

Congratufatory Me United Nati k Celebrations & Buddhi 4
Dear Most Venerable Dr. Dharmakosajarn,

1 feel honored to have an opportunity to congratulate you for taking steps to organize the Vesak
celebration, the thrice significant, day: celebrating the birth, enlightenment and passing away of the
Gautam Buddha, which has been recognized by the United Nations General Assembly resolution of 1999.
I would like to express my solidarity in fulfilling the objectives of the event: to cooperate to develop
Buddhist solutions to the global crisis and to collaborate in disseminating Buddhism through academic
activities, religious ceremonies and ways of living.

In this new era of science and technology, Pancha Sila is and should still be the basic fundamental
principle to respect each other’s existence, the ongoing war and conflicts throughout the world show that
the teachings of Gautam Buddha have not been sufficiently propagated. The deliberations on “Buddhist
leadership and socio-economic development” will help build a harmonious society and also help in
environmental preservation and restoration with wisdom for bringing awareness in the society. The
fundamental principles of peace propagated by Gautam Buddha are to be studied, researched, analyzed,
followed and then mobilized for creating and maintaining peace in the earth. I hope this conference plus
the vesak celebration with a great gathering of 5000 people will help promote and disseminate these
fundamental peace principles. The representatives from different countries will talk about Buddhism and
global concerns and will find out solutions to eliminate hostility, violence, brutality, bloodshed,
dominance, abuse and atrocity.

1 believe this august gathering and the conference provide a picture of the unity of all Buddhist Sanghas
all over the world. It is high time to push back the sectarian differences within Buddhism in the names of
Theravada, Vajrayana and Mahayana and make efforts to come together to the original teachings of
Gautam Buddha. The United Nations office in Kathmandu, Nepal has recognized the full moon day of
Vesak and announced public holiday as in the previous years.

With great pleasure I would like to mention here that my own country Nepal which is the birth land of
Buddha has been celebrating Vesak full moon day jointly with the United Nation office here, for the last
five years.

Finally, I would like to wish this Vesak Celebration a great success in bringing awareness the society and
help all to revere and follow Gautam Buddha’s noble ideas and achievements.

Venerable Bhikshu Jnana
Chief Abbot, Vishwa Shanti-¥

Vishwa Shanti Vihara, 465 Ekadanta Marga, Meenbhawan Ward No. 34, New Baneshwar, P. O. Box: 8973 NPC 327, Kathmandu, Nepal
Phone: 977-1-482984, Fax: 977-1-482250, E-mail: vishwa@ntc.net.np
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Congratulations

4 May 2011/2554

It gives me great satisfaction to extend this congratulatory message on the occasion of the 84"
Birthday Anniversary of His Majesty the King and the 8" International Celebration of United
Nations Day of Vesak 2011/2554 organized by Mahachulalongkornrajvidyalaya University
(MCU) of Thailand. The theme Buddhist Virtues in Socio-Economic Development is rightly
chosen for the 2011 celebration conference.

We are now in a global village. The advancement of science and technology has transformed
the mode of state management, social values and economic meaning. Human beings have
become more individualistic, economically more aggressive and substantially materialistic. The
state functions more like a selfish corporate business house. The housing, migration,
communication, travel, jobs, positions, and power have become variables determining the
limitations of a man as human and social being. Human beings have become materially rich, but
mentally poor and fragile. Religions have become more and more redundant. We Buddhists
must keep recalling the Buddhist Virtues for coaching on leadership for right socio-economic
development, building harmonious society, environmental preservation and restoration and
wisdom for awakening society. Otherwise, unbalanced economy, social conflict, and war will
make this global village an unhappy human habitat.

We must continue striving for disseminating wisdom taught by Buddha for social awakening. |
am confident that the efforts made by Thai people, their Government and the Buddhist
institutions will create right conditions for effective practice of Buddhist Virtues. May Metta,
Karuna, Mudita and Upekkha prevail.

4y

Dr. Keshab Man Shakya
Vice-Chair, Srikirti Buddhist Centre

Kirtipur, Kathamandu, Nepal
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UNITED NATIONS DAY OF VESAK 20011 / 2554 BE

. Malanda Buddhist
é ﬂJ Center of Brazil
Y/ www.nalanda.org.br

Congratulatory Message from Brazil

Distinguish participants of the 2011 United Nations Day of Vesak.

Once a year we meet in this beautiful Asian land under the auspices of Sangha Supreme Council of
Thailand, the Royal Thai Government, and the Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University to celebrate together
the most important day for Buddhists all around the world. Our aim is to exchange information and experience,
to honour the memory of the Master, and to show to the world the unity of Buddhism Above all, however, our
meetings here serve to practice the teaching of friendliness. As our Lord Buddha has said to Ananda, * 75/s /s the
entire holy life, Ananda, good friendship, good companionship, good comradeship’. So, here we are, each one
of us with our weaknesses and fragilities, our effort and sincerity, with open heart to show our work, share
compassion and care for one another, so we can learn how to better practice the Teaching.

Through centuries the Teachings have nurtured countless beings, through easy and rough times, in the
loneliness of the meditator s cells and in the crowds that have gathered to chant, study and delight together in
the words of Liberation. Does Buddhism have solutions for the socioeconomic crisis of the modern world? There
is no hunger when mankind is united, nor thirst when we can feel the security of knowing that we can count
with our neighbour. All crisis in the world comes from our egotistical ways, from our ignorant pursuit of profit by
all means, from our divisions, discriminations and bias. Buddhism not only works with the ramifications of the
suffering that sprouts all around us - something it does well through its teachings of fundamental virtues — but
goes deep to the root problem: the self that has become a hungry black hole sucking all that is good and noble
in the heart of societies.

We, Buddhist Educators, have a fundamental role to play here, providing insights, understandings and
skillful means to easy the pain and unburden the suffering caused by a selfish life. This time we join hands with
all those who have helped to bring this event so that in friendliness and kindness we add our help to spread the
enlightening teachings of the Buddha.

May all beings be happy and aim for liberation,

Dhammacariya Ricardo Sasaki
(mahasaddhammajotikadhaja)

Director of Nalanda Buddhist Center, Brazil
Rua Albita 194 / 701 — 30310-160

Belo Horizonte MG

http.//nalanda.org.br

email: nalanda@nalanda.org. br

tel: +55.31.9651.6369




'Fﬂnw-q!r:-

At

Triple Gem Society
Sri Lanka, Canada, Kenya, Puerto Rico

Date: May 5, 2011

Auspicious Anniversary Celebration

With appreciation and gratitude, the Triple Gem Society extends congratulations on the
8" United Nations Day of Vesak Celebrations. We are grateful to the country of Thailand for
hosting this important Day and to all of those who have skillfully contributed to the
organization’s mammoth preparations for this historic event. This is an auspicious time. With
even greater pleasure we offer congratulations on the 84" birthday celebration of His Majesty
King Bhumibol Adulyadej of Thailand.

Events such as this gives one an opportunity to deepen one’s connection with others that
results in friendships and fellowships that can unite us globally through the teachings of the
Buddha. Many people discover that the spirit of the Day of Vesak inspires them to strengthen
their practices by reminding them where they find their inner and outer peace. It is a
significant time to seek a deeper harmonious living through right action and speech and by
honoring our communities in which we live.

This year's 2011 conference theme “Buddhist Virtues in Socio-Economic Development” is
perfectly suited for the era when modern scientific thought influences every day decisions.
Through Buddhist values we can bring greater harmony to the rapidly expanding technology
of our times, which promises to contribute to our life but often leaves us wondering about its
true global impact and its ethical conduct.

It is truly a pleasure to come to your country to celebrate this occasion and we extend our
wishes for great success.

Yours sincerely in the Dhamma

Stylene Marcevicci and Carmen Navara

Canadian Delegate Puerto Rico Delegate




Zen Center of Cuba
May 5" 2011

Congratulatory Message
United Nations Day of Vesak Celebrations & Buddhist Conference
2011/B.E. 2554

We deeply appreciate the Sangha Supreme Council of Thailand and the Royal Thai
Government and the Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University (MCU) of Thailand for their
invitation to participate in 8th International Celebration on the Occasion of United Nations
Day of Vesak 2011/2554. This is a precious opportunity for those who practice Buddhism in
Cuba and who work to plant the Buddha dharma in Cuban land. We hope that our
participation opens the way to future exchanges with all other Buddhist traditions in our
country who were not able to attend this year’'s celebration. We attend with the certainty
that many doors will be opened if we know how to wisely unite our wills.

We express our sincere and warm congratulations for this splendid effort to join us
together in this event that will enrich our spirit to better serve humanity.

With my vows for Peace, Happiness and Freedom for the world,

Alejandra Pino Diaz

Nun

e



Bodhi Vihara

.

Buddhistisches Kloster

Domberg 10 - 85354 Freising - Germany
www.bodhi-vihara.org

Freising, May 5th 2554

Words of Greeting and Gratitude on the occasion of the
8th Conference of the United Nations Day of Vesak, May 12th — 14th 2554

It is with an expression of our deep appreciation for the openhanded generosity of our hosts
that we would like to acknowledge the invitation to send a delegate to this year’s United Nations
Vesak celebration in Bangkok.

Our gratitude is owed to the Royal Thai Family, the President of the International Council of
the UN Day of Vesak and Rector of the MCU and all those who have made this conference pos -
sible through their support and untiring efforts in the preparation of this event.

We would like to also thank all participants who have travelled from distant countries here to
Bangkok in order to pay respect to the Awakened One, the Teaching and the Sangha.

Even two and a half millennia after the Awakened One’s Parinibbana, we trust it is still pos-
sible for those who seek for truth and liberation in all earnestness to follow the invitation offered
by the Buddha: “The Dhamma is well-expounded by the Blessed One, to be seen here and now,
timeless, inviting verification, pertinent, to be realized by the wise for themselves.”

For this reason, we cannot but feel inner joy and gratitude towards the Awakened One, his
Dhamma, and the Sangha of Noble Disciples—the Three Jewels—to whom we have gone for
refuge. Moreover, we dedicate our gratitude towards all those beings—whether in this world or
within the heavenly realms—who, having discovered the immeasurable worth of the Buddha’s
words, have contributed and are still contributing to the noble cause—that of preserving the holy
texts and making them accessible to humankind even unto our days and unto days to come.

As Buddhists from the German-speaking part of the world, we look back in gratitude and awe
to Buddhist pioneers such as the most venerable German monks Nyanatiloka and Nyanaponika, as
well as to excellent pioneering translators and lay scholars such as K.E.Neumann, Paul Debes,
Fritz Schéfer and Hellmuth Hecker, to mention only a few.

As long as we find ourselves in this world, subject to the conditions of human nature and
coarse form, we are bound to encounter things that do not meet our expectations or correlate to our
wishes. We ought, however, not to forget that these are in the Buddha’s words but mirages painted
by our own hearts due to ignorance, the results of actions born of lobha and dosa. Wishing to
make our world a better place, we need first and foremost to better our hearts.

Relying on the Buddha’s words, let us therefore strive to integrate Buddhist Virtues in our lives
as best we can, to overcome greed, hatred and delusion, and to grow fully into individuals for
whom this teaching is refuge indeed and a true beacon for the enlightenment of our hearts. Walk-
ing the Noble Eightfold Path in this way we can be lights not only unto ourselves, but unto others
as well, thereby demonstrating our veneration of those who have helped us comprehend the
Teaching and who continue to shine their lamps of wisdom on the path that still lies before us.

Tfedl %%Zw%@

Henning G. Poerschkex]

Secretary
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Annette Poerschke
Lay Advisory Panel
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@ Riga Zen Center

Riga Zen Center & Jurmala Zen Center
7, Konkordijas street, Jurmala, Latvia, LV-2015
www.dzen.lv

May, 11th 2011

Congratulatory Messages from Latvian Sangha of Riga and Jurmala Zen Centers to
participants of United Nations Day of Vesak Celebrations & Buddhist Conference 2011

It's my big honor to address the participants of the United Nations Day of Vesak Celebrations
and Buddhist Conference 2011 in Thailand.

Buddhist teaching and active Sangha have existed in Latvia for more than a century. Latvia is
a small European country near the Baltic Sea. In different historical periods of our country,
Buddhist practioners of different schools shared the Dharma to people of different nations.
Latvians and Russians, Jewish and Germans, Polish and Swedish cultures mix in Latvia, and
for all of them Buddha teaching has the same true value and importance.

Our Sangha exist more than 10 years, and our delegates 3 times visited Thailand during
celebration of United Nations Day of Vesak. We met many new Buddhist friends from all
over the world. Now we have constant contact with Sanghas in Belarus, Estonia, Ukraine and
Russia. We organize Dharma Talks of Zen monks in our neighbor country Estonia only
because of personal contact made here, in Thailand, during previous conferences.

We are glad to meet here our old friends from Asia, Europe and Latin America and we hope
to have more new friends. It’s our big pleasure to spend a few days of Conference with
representatives of Buddhist communities from different schools of Buddhism.

We hope that our meetings and talks during this Conference with fellow Buddhists will be
useful to all participants in finding correct ways of selfless action in everyday life. We hope,
that these meetings will help not only enjoy the warm friendly atmosphere of the event (and
gain some extra kilos because of delicious meal®), but also to meet goals of the main theme
stated as ”Buddhist Virtues in Socio-Economic Development”.

We are grateful to His Majesty the King of Thailand and Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya
University (MCU) of Thailand for organizing such event and we wish to all participants to
spend a good and useful time here in Thailand for benefits of your Sangha’s and all sentient
beings.

Dana Lahtionova Aleksandrs Lahtionovs

Secretary of Latvian Sangha a.a. Abbot of Latvian Sangha

of Riga and Jurmala Zen Centers of Riga and Jurmala Zen Centers
149
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Emoyeni Retreat Centre
Reg no. IT 3381/00

PO Box 190, Mooinooi 0325 retreat@emoyeni.org.za Tel (+27) 082 308 1533
Non-Profit Organisation reg. no. 017-354

5 May 2011

Congratulatory Message — United Nations Day of Vesak Celebrations & Buddhist Conference
2011/B.E 2554

On behalf of the Emoyeni Retreat Centre and the Buddhist Sangha in South Africa, I would like to extend our
appreciation and congratulations to the hosts and organisers of the Vesak Celebrations and Buddhist Conference
2011 . South Africa has a relatively small Buddhist population, but does have a number of active centres
representing the Theravadin, Tibetan, Pure Land and Zen traditions which provide the main facilities in the country
for people to learn about the Dhamma.

South Africa is sometimes called the "Rainbow nation” because of its diversity of peoples, languages and cultures.
This has provided a powerful motivation to live and work together, and to be enriched by diversity. In this vein we
would like to express our support to the hosts and organisers for including all the Buddhist traditions in this United
Nations Day of Vesak Celebrations, and to encourage greater participation by the Mahayana organisations in the
event.

Like many other countries new to Buddhism we are faced with the dilemma of distinguishing the central teachings
of the Dhamma from the many cultural overlays that have developed over the centuries in the mainstream
Buddhist countries. At this United Nations Day of Vesak we would like to celebrate this diversity of Buddhist
traditions and to encourage the many areas of research that will revitalise the Dhamma and better equip us to
teach it in the modern world.

FOUNDER of EMOYENI RETREAT CENTRE
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Dhamma Society

DHAMMA SOCIETY SWEDEN
Riddargatan 72
SE - 114 57 Stockholm
dhammasociety.sweden@telia.com
4 May 2011

CONGRATULATORY MESSAGE
THE UNITED NATIONS DAY OF VESAK CELEBRATIONS
&
BUDDHIST CONFERENCE 2011 / B.E. 2554

Venerable Sangha Leaders
Dear Friends in the Dhamma

We, the undersigned representatives of the Dhamma Society Sweden, are much obliged for
having been invited to this very important and most significant gathering on occasion of this
year's Vesak Day. The theme of the 2011 celebration — Buddhist Virtues in Socio-Economic
Development — is very appropriate and especially now in this time of stress and tension in
many parts of this our world.

The Dhamma Society Sweden had the honorable task to introduce, on behalf of the M.L.
Maniratana Bunnag Dhamma Society Fund in Bangkok, the First World Pali Tipitaka in Roman
Script to the Swedish society. We feel it is of great value that this collection of Buddha's
Learning is available in Roman script enabling us access to its content and eventually
translating parts of it into the Swedish language.

We are very pleased and proud that we have been given the opportunity of participating in
the Celebrations and Conference. By means of the seminars and dialogues with other
participants we hope that we may learn and bring back to our country some of the wisdom
we will witness.

We wish you all a fruitful participation here during these days.

Sincerely yours, in the Dhamma

DHAMMA SOCIETY SWEDEN

Johan af Klint Jan Wihlborg
Chairman Chancellor
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Power of Peace

It is my wish that the spiritual power of peace will touch every person on this earth, radiating
from a deep peace within our own minds, across political and religious barriers, across the
barriers of ego and self-righteousness. Our first task as peacemakers is to clear away our internal
conflicts caused by ignorance, anger, grasping, jealousy, and pride. With the guidance of a
spiritual teacher, this purification of our own minds can teach us the very essence of
peacemaking. We should seek an inner peace so pure, so stable, that we cannot be moved to
anger by those who live and profit by war, or to self-grasping and fear by those who confront us
with contempt and hatred.

Extraordinary patience is necessary to work toward world peace, and the source of that patience
is inner peace. Such peace enables us to see clearly that war and suffering are outer reflections
of the mind’s poisons. The essential difference between peacemakers and those who wage war is
that peacemakers have discipline and control over egotistical anger, grasping, jealousy and pride,
whereas war makers, out of ignorance, cause these poisons to manifest in the world. If you truly
understand this, you will never allow yourself to be defeated from within or without.

In Tibetan Buddhism, the peacock is a symbol for the bodhisattva, the awakened warrior who
works for the enlightenment of all beings. A peacock is said to eat poisonous plants, but to
transform the poison into the gorgeous colors of its feathers. It does not poison itself. In the
same way, we who advocate world peace must not poison ourselves with anger. Regard with
equanimity the powerful, worldly men who control the war machines. Do your best to convince
them of the necessity of peace, but be constantly aware of your state of mind. If you become
angry, pull back. If you are able to act without anger, perhaps you will penetrate the terrible
delusion that perpetrates war and its hellish suffering.

From the clear space of your own inner peace, your compassion must expand to include all who
are involved in war, both the soldiers—whose intention is to benefit but who instead cause
suffering and death and thus are caught by the terrible karma of killing—and the civilians who
are wounded, killed, or forced into exile as refugees. True compassion is aroused by suffering of
every sort, by the suffering of every being; it is not tied to right or wrong, attachment or aversion.

The work of peace is a spiritual path in itself, a means to develop the perfect qualities of mind
and to test them against urgent necessity, extreme suffering, and death. Do not be afraid to give
it your time, energy, and support.

Chagdud Tulku Rinpoche (1930 — 2002)
www.budismo.com.uy
www.chagdudhispano.org
www.chagdud.org




Embassy of the People’s Republic of Bangladesh
House # 47/8, Ekamai Soi 30, Sukhumvit 63
Bangkok 10110, Thailand

Tel: (66-2) 390 5107-08

Fax: (66-2) 390 5106

E-mail: bdootbkk@truemail.co.th
AMBASSADOR www.bdembassybangkok.org

15 April, 2011

Message

On the joyous occasion of the Eighth United Nations Day of Vesak Celebration, marking the
birth, enlighment and passing away of Lord Siddharta Gautama Buddha, it is my great pleasure to
convey, on behalf of the government and people of Bangladesh and on my personal behalf warmest
greeting and best wishes to all.

Enormous tragedies have befallen the humanity. Natural and manmade calamities have
added to human sufferings while religious intolerenace, fanatiscms and ignorance continuously
threatens world peace and stability. As we confront these multifarious challenges that bedevil our
lives, the timeless teachings of Lord Buddha serve as eternal inspiration for us to face them with
courage and determination. Lord Buddha said "7housands of candles can be lit from a single candle,
and the life of the candle will not be shortened. Happiness never decreases by being shared”. In this
interdependent world, we need to work together for better future and peaceful world for all.

On this auspicious occasion of Vesak, let us resolve to promote harmony, love and
compassion among peoples of all faith, values and cultures, and join hands in solidarity to alleviate

the sufferings of the entire humanity.

Once again, I wish Happy Vesak to all.

of Bangladesh to the Kingdom of Thailand and
Permanent Representative of Bangladesh to
UNESCAP
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KINGDOM OF CAMBODIA

NATION - RELIGION - KING

Royal Embassy of Cambodia

BANGKOK

Bangkok, Apri 3oth 2011

Congratulatory Message
From Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of
The Kingdom of Cambodia to the Kingdom of Thailand

On the Trice-Sacred Day of Visak, Day for the celebration of the Birth, Enlightenment and
Passing away of the Sakyamuni Buddha, under the theme of “Buddhist Virtues in Socio-Economic
Development 20117 in conjunction with the auspicious occasion of the 84" Birthday of His Majesty
the King BHUMIBOL ADULYADE] of Thailand, on behalf of the Royal Government of Cambodia, the
Cambodian People Buddhist and on my own behalf, I have the pleasure fo warmly congratulate the
Organizing Committee, the Royal Thai Government, -the United Nations and Maha Chulalongkorn
Rajavidyalaya University for hosting this very important Event and taking this opportunity to
respectfully wish His Majesty King BHUMIBOL ADULYADE] and Her Majesty Queen Good Health,
Longevity and Happiness.

Finally, I would like to wish all members of the Organizing Committee, the Government and
People of Thailand the Four Gems of Buddhist blessing: Longevity, Nobility, Health and Strength.

May the Buddhism be disseminated over the world for Peace, Equaﬁtyandﬂem‘qommt.

P

Lok Chumteav You Ay
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of
the Kingdom of Cambodia to the Kingdom of Thailand
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EMBASSY OF THE REPUBLIC OF CUBA
BANGKOK

Congratulatory Message

Bangkok, 28 April 2011

In the auspicious occasion of the 8" United Nations Day of Vesak organized by
Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University (MCU) of Thailand, allow me to extend my most
profound congratulations to all Buddhists and especially to all those attending such an
important celebration.

In the present year there is an additional and very especial motivation to celebrate, that at
the same time it has a great meaning, because the Thai people celebrate the 84" Birthday
Anniversary of His Majesty the King, who has dedicated his entire life to promote Buddhist
virtues and also socio economic development; for his beloved people. So, there is not a better
theme for this year celebrations than Buddhist virtues in Socio-Economic Development.

In a world full of conflicts, aggressions, hostility, as well as natural and social disasters, the
expansion of Buddha's teaching, based on compassion, harmony, love and goodwill is more
important than ever,

I wish success to all of you, organizers and participants in your noble endeavor to enhance
the virtues of Buddhism and to bring peace, friendship and love to the humanity, what
constitute the principal foundation on which the human species can survive,

Ambassador of the Republic of Cuba
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Ambassador & Permanent
Representative to ESCAP

AT T TG, S
Embassy of India, Bangkok

CONGRATULATORY MESSAGE

It Is a privilege to convey my felicitations on the occasion of the UN Day of ‘Vesak’' being
celebrated in Ayutthaya and Bangkok on May 12-14, 2011, On behalf of the people of India, the cradle
of Buddhism, I convey our deepest respect to all venerable members of the Sangha and all international
participants on this auspiclous occasion.

2. The day of Vesak, which marks the birth, enlightenment and passing of the Buddha, is a time for
all humanity to reflect on the fundamental values of tolerance, compasslon and service to humanity.
These values were embodied in the Buddha's life and teachings. For over 2,500 years, the Buddha's
timeless message remains relevant in our times.

3 The theme for the 2011 celebration is Buddhist Virtues in Socio-Economic Development.
Undoubtedly, the Buddha’s “Middle Path” guides us with principles that can help bring about balanced
and sustainable development.

4, I would like to thank the Mahachulangkornrajavidyalaya University and the Organising Committee
and convey my best wishes for the 8" UN Day of Vesak celebration.

( Pinak Ranjan Chakravarty )
Ambassador of India
Bangkok
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Message By
H.E. Mr. Mohammad Hatta
Ambassador of the Republic of Indonesia
At
United Nations Day of Vesak Celebrations (B.E. 2554) 2011
14 May 2011

It is an honoured for me to be given an opportunity to deliver this message for the Vesak
Celebrations (B.E. 2554) 2011 to be held in conjunction with the 84" Birthday Anniversary of
His Majesty King Bhumibol Adulyade;j.

On this auspicious occasion, I would like to extend the warmest greetings and sincere
felicitations from the Government and People of the Republic of Indonesia on the celebration of
the Vesak Day, which marks the Birth, Enlightment and Passing Away of the Sakyamuni
Buddha.

I am delighted to note that the theme of this year's celebration is “Buddhist Virtues in Socio-
Economic Development”. The message of the Buddha still stands today, unaffected by time and
great alteration in the world since they were first enunciated. The concept of Sufficiency
Economy which was initiated by His Majesty King Bhumibol Adulyadej and reflected the
Buddhism religion and philosophy, has become the basic foundation of the Thailand economic
policy for decades.

The philosophy is most timely for the world, where our ways of life have changes significantly
due to the economic development of nations, the degrading level of natural resources and
ecological system, and also the way we perceive faith and religion. All those current
development provided not only great opportunities, but also multiple challenges in our daily
activities.

That is exactly why today is a good momentum for Buddhists from all over the world to
embrace the lofty teachings of the Buddha. With the spirit of the Vesak Day, I believe it is time
for us to once again underline the teachings of Buddha and work out our deliverance with
heedfulness.

Buddhism shares common principles with other great religions in the world, which include a
spirit of self-determination, promote universal values to humankind as well as compassion and
kindness for fellow human beings. The universal values in the Dharma, which is the teachings
of Buddha, encourage us to see our differences as strong assets to cooperate and to grow
together. And with the Dharma, one can contribute positively to our global world that
transcends races, religions and nationality differences which is the United Nations way. In this
connection, I would like to commend the UNESCAP and Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya
University for organizing this important event.

At last, allow me once again to congratulate all Buddhists on this Vesak Day. May the spirit of
Vesak Day and the Buddha’s teachings enlighten our heart to path our ways to a brighter and
better future.

Thank you.
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NEPAL

AGTAT TSAGATAH 2011
EMBASSY OF NEPAL NATURALLY NEPAL...

ONCE IS NOT ENOUGH

April 19, 2011
Message

It is indeed 2 great pleasure to know that the International Council of United Nations Day of Vesak
(ICUNDV) has decided to hold the 84™ Birthday Anniversary Celebration of His Majesty the King and
the 8" United Nations Day of Vesak Celebration again in Thailand. I am happy to note that
Mahachulalongkomrajavidyalaya is the organizer of these auspicious events,

The sacred Day of Vesak Celebrating the Birth, Enlightenment and Mahaparinirvana (Passing away) of
Lord Buddha is of great significance for the pecple of Nepal, the Birthplace of Lord Buddha. The day
is observed with equal significance among the people of the Kingdom of Thailand.

The theme of the 2011 Celebration Buddhist Virtues in Socio-Economic Development is topical
subject of to look into the Socio-Economic Development the world community is undertaking through
Buddhist quality of life. The Celebration of the Vesak Day in conjunction of the auspicious 84"
Birthday Anniversary of His Majesty the King with the theme above may highlight the role played by
His Majesty in the Socio-Economic Development of Thailand.

The Message of Peace, Tolerance and Compassion spread by Gautam Buddha more than 2555 years
ago bears a strong meaning and relevance in today’s world passing through turbulence and violence
in the society as well as unprecedented natural disasters.

Lumbini, where Lord Buddha was born, has been a revered centre of devotion, homage and
pilgrimage not only for Buddhists but also for all peace loving human beings around the globe. The
Government and people of Nepal have been putting all sincere efforts to preserve and protect this

sacred heritage of mankind. :

1 am confident that the 8" UN Day of Vesak Celebration being celebrated in conjunction with the 84"
auspicious Birthday Anniversary of His Majesty would be successful enough to spread the message of
Buddhist Virtues in Socio-Economic Development in the world.

May I extend my best wishes for the successful Celebration of the events.

Naveen Prakash Jung Shah
Ambassador

e



EMBASSY OF
THE REPUBLIC OF SINGAPORE

Message from His Excellency Mr Peter Chan, Ambassador of the
Republic of Singapore to the Kingdom of Thailand

The 8th United Nations Day of Vesak will be held in Thailand
from 12 to 14 May 2011 under the theme "Buddhist Virtues in Socio-
Economic Development". This significant event will be in honour of the
auspicious occasion of the 84th Birthday of His Majesty King
Bhumibhol Adulyadej of Thailand.

May I convey my warm felicitations and good wishes for the
positive deliberations and friendship among the distinguished participants
at this meeting in furtherance of peace, harmony and cooperation
amongst all peoples.

[ tea

Peter Chan
Ambassador of Singapore

19 April 2011




Embassy of the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka
Ocean Tower II, 13* Floor, No. 75/6-7, Sukhumvit Soi 19, Bangkok 10110, Thailand
Tel: +662-261-1934-5, +662-261-1938, Fax: +662-261-1936, e-mail: slemb@ksc.th.com

Message
As this Vesak Day holds a special significance to the Buddhists all over the world marking as it does
the 2600™ anniversary of the attainment of the enlightenment by Prince Siddhartha, I am honoured
and privileged to be invited to send a message to the souvenir to be published to mark the 8% United
Nations Day of Vesak in the Kingdom of Thailand.

In the capacity of the diplomatic representative of the State that co-hosted the United Nations
General Assembly Resolution No: 54/115 dated 8" February 2000 which internationally recognized
the Day of Vesak as the day most sacred for Buddhists all over the world, I send my greetings to this
souvenir with a sense of pride and joy. This international recognition acknowledges the contribution
that Buddhism, one of the oldest religions in the world, has made for over two and half millennia and
continues to make to the spirituality of the human race. The United Nations Resolution arose as the
result of the hope expressed by the International Buddhist Conference, held in Sri Lanka in November
1998 that the Day of Vesak, the Day of the Full Moon in the month of May each year, be recognized
internationally and in particular, at United Nations Headquarters and other United Nations offices.

Buddhism is both a path of emancipation and a way of life. As a way of life it interacts with the
economic and social beliefs and practices of the people. Inevitably it teaches how to achieve
economic and social development in a right and virtuous way by following the Noble Eightfold Path.
As has been stressed in the VWagghapajja Sutta Buddhism stipulates three approaches to the
economic stability and well-being of man. Utthana Sampada; production of wealth through skilled and
earnest endeavour; Arakkha Sampada; protection of that wealth and savings; Samajivikata; living
within one’s means. The theme of this year’s celebrations-Buddhist Virtues in Socio-Economic
Development- thus holds a special relevance to modern society.

I would like to take this opportunity to thank the Government of the Kingdom of Thailand, the United
Nations Conference Centre in Bangkok and the Office of the International Council of the United
Nations Day of Vesak for their contribution in organizing the 8" United Nations Day of Vesak in
Thailand. My special appreciation goes to the Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University of Thailand
for hosting this important event.

May all living beings be happy and peaceful with the blessings of the noble Triple Gem.

T~
O A/
Prof. J.B. Disanayal
Ambassador for Sri La hailand
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BI'ItISh Embassy Ol'jﬂlce of the Ambassador
Bangkok oo e

Bangkok 10330

Tel: +66 (0)2 305 8302

Fax: +66 (0)2 255 8619

e-mail: asif.ahmad@fco.gov.uk
http://ukinthailand.fco.gov.uk

19" April 2011

| am very pleased that the United Nations Day of Vesak Celebrations is being held in
Thailand again this year in conjunction with Thailand’s very special and auspicious
event - the 84" Birthday Anniversary of His Majesty The King. | am also delighted
that 19 participants from the UK are joining the celebrations. | hope that everyone
will find this year’s activities fulfilling and use the opportunity to consider Buddhist
perspectives on issues of global concern.

| wish this year’s celebrations every success.

Coaif 6K X

Asif Ahmad
HM Ambassador
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The 84" Birthday Anniversary of His Majesty the King &

International Celebration on the Occasion of United Nations Day of Vesak &

The 26" Century of Buddha's Enlightenment Celebration
On
"Buddhist Virtues in Socio-Economic Development"

Program: 12-14 May 2011

Wednesday, 11 May 2011

All Day

Arrival of participants at Airport Reception Registration at the Hotel Lobby

Thursday, 12 May 2011 - MCU Conference Hall, Ayutthaya

08:00

08:30

09:00

09:30

09:45-10:15

10:15-10:45

10:45

12:00

13:00

Arrival of participants at MCU Conference Hall
Buddhist leaders enter the Conference Hall
e  Arrival of His Holiness Somdet Phra Buddhachaya
e  His Holiness is attended and escorted by the Organizing Committee
e His Holiness leads the congregation in Paying Homage to the Triple Gem

e  Report by Most Ven. Prof. Dr. Phra Dharmakosajarn, the Most Ven. Prof. Rector of

Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University and Chairman of the International Council of

UN Day of Vesak (ICUNDV)
e Speech by His Holiness

e  His Holiness departs

Welcome Address by Most Ven. Prof. Dr. Phra Dharmakosajarn, Rector of

Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University and Chairman of the ICDV

Keynote speakers on "Buddhist Virtues in Socio-Economic Development' by Prof. Lewis

Lancaster
Messages from Buddhist Leaders
Luncheon

Arrival of participants to MCU Conference Hall

e  Chanting and meditation

Arrival of Her Royal Highness Princess Srirasmi

e HRH is attended and escorted by Hon. Deputy Prime Minister and organizing Committee

e  HRH pays Homage to the Triple Gem

e



14:00 - 14:30
14:35 -17:00
17:30
18:00
19:00

e  Report by Hon. Deputy Prime Minister
e Inauguration speech by HRH

e  HRH departs

Speech by Hon. Deputy Prime Minister

e Congratulatory Messages from Selected Buddhist Leaders in order to tribute HM.
Bhumibol Adulyadej the King of The Kingdom of Thailand, for his invaluable service to
Buddhism and humanity

e Messages from Buddhist Leaders (continue)

Group Photo
Dinner

Cultural Performances

Friday, 13 May 2011 - MCU Main Campus

08:00

08:30

11:30

13:00

13.00

15:30

18:00

Arrival of participants at MCU Main campus, Wang Noi, Ayutthaya , The Kingdom of Thailand
Panel Discussion at MCU main Campus

Classrooms Building

1. Buddhist Leadership and Socio-Economic Development, at Theater B

2. Building a Harmonious Society, at Theater C

3. Environmental Preservation and Restoration, at Theater D

Conference Hall

4. Wisdom for Awakening Society, at Meeting Room 1

5. Common Buddhist Text - CBT Workshop, at Meeting Room 2

6. Buddhist Virtues in Socio-Economic Development (in Thai), at Theater A
Luncheon

Panel discussion and workshops (continued)

Cultural Performance at Conference Hall

Departure for Emerald Buddha Temple for King's 84th Birthday Chanting Ceremony

Dinner

e



Saturday, 14 May 2011 - UNCC / Buddhamonthon
08:00 Arrival of participants at UNCC Hall, Bangkok
09:00 e Message from H.E. Ban Ki-Moon, UN Secretary-General
Executive Secretary of UNESCAP, Dr. Noeleen Heyzer
e  Message from H.E. Irina Bokova Director-General, UNESCO
e Speech by Hon. Minister of Science and Technology

e Congratulatory Messages from Buddhist and Political Leaders

10.40 Guest Speaker on
"Buddhist Virtues in Socio-Economic Development as Exemplified by His Majesty King of The
Kingdom of Thailand" by Dr. Sumet Tantivejkul

Secretary General, Chaipattana Foundation

11:30 Luncheon
12:30 Group photo
13:00 Address by

- Prof. Francois Chenet, Paris University
- Mr. Supachai Chearavanont, CEO & President True Corporation Public Company Limited

13:30 Reports from the Panels & Workshops followed by Open Discussion

e  Buddhist Leadership and Socio- Economic Development
e Building a Harmonious Society

e  Environmental preservation and restoration

e Wisdom for Awakening Society

e  Common Buddhist Texts

15:00 e Announcing of the 2011 Bangkok Declaration

e  Closing ceremony presided over by His Holiness Somdet Phra Buddhachaya

16:00 Proceed for Candle-lit Procession in Srisakyadasapalanyana Buddha Statute's compound,

Buddhamonthon, Nakhornpathom

Sunday, 15 May 2011
09:00 - 11:00 ICDV Executive Council Meeting

All Day All participants check-out from hotel and depart

e
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Message from the Governor
Tourism Authority of Thailand

Buddhism has its long historical background and days of glory, which is very
similar to the valuable World Heritage that is worthwhile for preserving, passing on, and
propagating for people around the world. Thailand, in collaboration with the Supreme Sangha
Council of Thailand, Royal Thai Government and general public, have annually organised
numerous celebratory events at the local, national, and international levels. This year, Visakha
Puja Day falls on Tuesday, 17 May, or the full moon day of the sixth lunar month. The
Tourism Authority of Thailand (TAT), in its role in this event, has initiated the religious tourism
promotion of Thailand to be in line with the propagation for those Thai and foreign Buddhist
believers to search for Dhamma, cherish their minds and revere the sanctity. All the Buddhist
tourism routes are widespread across all regions; for example, insight development meditation
in serene forest temples in Isan, paying homage to the much revered monk masters in the
North, Dhamma practice and meditation at Suan Mokkha Phalaram in the South, the Burmese
style insight development practice in the East, and paying homage to Buddha images at nine
temples in Bangkok. These activities will help increase spirituality and add auspiciousness to
life.

On this 8" celebration of the United Nations Day of Vesak, the organising
committee has organised the international seminar on “Buddhist Virtues in Socio-Economic
Development” to honour His Majesty the King for the Celebrations on the Auspicious
Occasion of His Majesty the King's 7 Cycle Birthday Anniversary 5" December, 2011, and the
26" century anniversary of the Lord Buddha’s enlightenment. The opening ceremony of the
International  Buddhist Conference will be held on 12 May, 2011, at
Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University, Phra Nakhon Si Ayutthaya, with an expectation of
5,000 participants from 84 countries to participate in the opening ceremony, and public
relations through 200 members of the media around the world. This occasion marks a ereat
opportunity for Thailand to publicise the Buddhist religion, one of the world's greatest
heritage, through academic activities as well as creates another positive image of Thailand to
the world.

On behalf of the Tourism Authority of Thailand (TAT), | would like to offer my
sincere gratitude to the organising committee including all other related parties for creating
the beneficial collaboration among Buddhist communities and Buddhist organisations from
the national to international levels. Furthermore, | wish the International Buddhist Conference
every success and that all objectives are accomplished.

gy s

SURAPHON SVETASRENI
Governor
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MAHIDOL UNIVERSITY
Wisdom of the Land
Message from the President of Mahidol University

The theme of this year’s Day of Vesak Conference, ‘Buddhist Virtues
in Socio-Economic Development’ is indeed an intriguing and timely theme.

Within this theme, an essential question is not how can we create a
Buddhist socio-economic system, but rather, how can Buddhists be virtuous
within any given socio-economic system. It is clear that in the Tipitaka
virtuous people help create a virtuous society, and a virtuous society can
become a prosperous society.

The Buddha was not so much concerned with the type of socio-
economic system in place, as he was with the virtue of those taking part in
that system; for even the best system will fail if the people are immoral. Thus,
in the present world, where some form of global capitalism operates in most
countries, we still see rich and poor countries.

While many factors contribute to the difference in the wealth of
nations, the Buddha would not be surprised to see that the most prosperous
nations, those that bring the most benefit to all citizens, are the nations with
the least political and economic corruption.

It’s therefore a challenge for each individual Buddhist to be an example
of Buddhist virtue and to influence others. Under the influence of these
virtuous people, socio-economic conditions will begin to develop for the
better

This is the true power of Buddhist Virtue in Socio-Economic
Development, and it is my sincere hope that this Day of Vesak will contribute
to the development of Buddhist virtue, and the socio-economic betterment of
Buddhists and others around the world.

P Sates

Clin. Prof. Piyasakol Sakolsatayadorn
President
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Message from the President

For the International Conference on “Buddhist Virtues in Socio-Feonomic Development™

Buddhism is based on the principle of causes and effects relationship between actions in the
past, present and the future. The present being is resulted from previous actions which in turn will the
cause of the future being. T'his principle can be applied to other social activities as well, Hence it is
appropriate that this priﬁciple can be a guiding principle for Socio-Economic Development. The
understanding of this application is cssential if we want to apply this principle in such activities.

The international conference on “Buddhism Virtues in Scio-Lconomic Development”
organized by The International Association of Buddhist Universities will be a venue (o explore and
create awareness in the study of the discipline. As a Buddhist, I strongly believe that the Buddhism
Virtues in particular the “Principle of Middle Path™ is appropriate Lo today world where spiritual well-
being is overshadowed by material well-being, -

In this occasion, T wish the conference blessed with all the Virtues of Buddhism and the Lord

Buddha to be successful in all activities. May the L.ord Buddha be with all of you eternally.

Sidledui diembdls

(Assistant Professor Sittichai Hamsombat)

President, Uttaradit Rajabhat Universily
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Goodwill Message
for
The UN Day of Vesak Celebration 2554 (2011)

Buddhism has been implanted deeply in Thai society, shaping and
strengthening Thai culture and its people’s ways of life, since the first Thai
Kingdom of SukhoThai (1238-1583). Now it takes root firmly not only in this
country but in the other countries worldwide.

The Buddha showed a way-out for suffering of humankind through
his teachings of middle way, Loving-kindness, harmony and non violence.
The middle way is the best and most practical of attitudes that one can
pursue and practice, not only in the personal lives of individuals but in the
entire spectrum of human society, as well as in such major fields as
economic, politic and international relation.

It is my pleasure to learn that the 8" UN Day of Vesak Celebration
will be organized on 12-14 May 2554(2011) in honor of His Majesty the
King’s 84" Birthday Anniversary. And in that an International conference on
“Buddhist Virtues in Socio-economic Development” will be held. The
conference is of great moral and scholastic significance as it serves to
highlight the talent of the Buddha’s teachings.

| extend my warm and cordial greetings to the hosts,
Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University, the scholars and the Buddhists
attending the conference form all over the world and wish its deliberation
very success.

(Assoc. Prof. Noranit Setabutr)
Rector
The World Buddhist University
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....... The religion of the future will be a cosmic religion. It should transcend personal God and
avoid dogma and theology. Covering both the natural and the spiritual, it should be based
on a religious sense arising from the experience of all things natural and spiritual as a
meaningful unity. Buddhism answers this description. If there is any religion that could

cope with modern scientific needs it would be Buddhism.
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Letter from Rector of Suratthani Rajabhat University
Assistant Professor Dr. Narong Buddhichiwin
on the 8" Conference of the United Nations Day of Vesak

Although our modern world has made a great deal of progress over the
thousands of years up to these present days, the society still remains very chaotic
with suffering, distress, infliction of harm and war. We can say that human
civilization has presented us all sorts of problems: economic disparity, poverty, drug
addiction, social crimes, climatic changes and global warming. This worn-out world
is in urgent need of peace.

Buddhism holds the key; the Lord Buddha found ways to peace on
Visakhapuja Day. The supreme goal of Buddhism is for a peaceful and blissful
life which is free from all suffering. In this regard, Buddhism is a system of
teaching quite specialized in ridding life’s ultimate problem of mental suffering.
These innumerable Dhamma treasures are perpetuated by the late Buddhadasa
Bhikkhu, Slave of the Buddha, who created Mokkhabalarama, the Grove of the
Power of Liberation, in Chaiya Suratthani in 2475 B.E.

The Most Venerable Buddhadasa Bhikkhu worked painstakingly to establish
and explain the correct and essential principles of original Buddhism. He researched
the Pali texts extensively, especially the Buddha’s Discourses, followed by intensive
individual experiment and practice with these teachings. His work, books and talks,
spread over the years worldwide so that now they are described as one of the most
influential events of Buddhist history in Thailand.

Buddhadasa Bhikkhu devoted himself to all intents and purposes to help
people from suffering. His purpose was to fulfil his three life resolutions: to help
people realize the heart of their own religion, to create a mutual understanding
among all religions and to free humanity from the constraints of materialism.

Let’s enlarge a little bit; first, realization of the heart of Buddhism means that
people gain insight into the ultimate truth: knowing that nothing should be grasped
at or clung to. All things are merely a composition of the six natural elements. All
conditions are impermanent, in flux, and therefore, inherently unable to satisfy
people’s desires. Second, creation of a mutual understanding among all religions
means that people try to provide the right understanding between all religions in
order to enable harmonious co-existence in this world and to help create peace in the
context of a cooperation of religions for a joint effort in implementing our duty to
help the world. Third, try to haul people out of their adoring comforts, worship of
sensuality, searching for pleasure without adequate self control; people should be
enlightened by following The Noble Eightfold Path.

Luckily for us, Suratthani Rajabhat University is in southern Thailand, just
close to the famous forest monastery. We lean on Buddhadasa Bhikkhus’ teachings,
while Mokkhabalarama serves as a holy and spiritual classroom for students and
personnel endlessly.

g



wLic

TEAUMAL ARV
IELRnULUGY

SINCE 2000

NECE 2
il &

d =
MFUUFAINNINTUA
210
d = d
MIBUTIA ¥ITU
=Y = = ar d =4 (]
BEMIVANKIINGDBUBI N-1T 81913

‘:I ar &
edluiimuymilan

Tugruginsznuiluynsmaiinyu doududoditafingini esdmsentszmna’ld

]

- s o ) - 3 1 ar é ar
ﬂmuﬂiﬁnmﬁwmﬂ uﬂu"mmmymnaumwm“ (International Day) A3IATUN o0& TUNAY b &l

o ot ' v do Y Y o 9 et o A 1A
1‘1Quﬁ’ﬂﬂﬂjﬁﬂﬂ'ﬁﬂ‘iz‘i}ﬂ‘ﬂﬂu!!a?’ﬂ w‘szw'nﬁmmsaﬁmau"lwu'Jam,;yunumm‘ﬁssmsawuﬂﬁﬁmmwau

o 3 o & Ya o o o o =
wywideiuie Ininaduagy ludnusuihumamevesandszanana

nandnpundseSamaainudriuisvynindwdaiingagTviodlussd
Tasdufiyguinaldunueiiannndam ndnie Wolsznm wa. cwo wizdimAnsiwninddinis
nyedamIddsznouiiimuyresiau Tnmaieanuiuymsymn ndadddamluyniade q uifinse
duiusoomundiiagiuidefedfifed  afugluiulszmalnefudlsemadanianuduiugd
wizynsman lndgaiuunn maznszasaandaim Tdaumadanmoanswssynsmauuazsdedn 1di
msdsznpunsIavynmnlialulsemalneds lumbdousuminaldnanussnmanmsisenouiis
SomymadiogTeild  woagillenaw1dd « lefeiuimuyrmszduriudu Hisvusmsiathent
uagielu maamﬁ"&ﬂiwwwnqimﬁﬂﬁ'mﬂnyzﬁ’mnnﬁmafé{wﬁwﬁuﬁmfnmr:mﬂﬂﬁ:ﬁ’mﬂmiq
wizunsq Twioifumsiisudionon lvosmon ez Tauliiagadialar s suns fumsqin
yrwsziauase Huna o i o Au nszumndaiduazusunemyndimssfauagnssiufiywszsnaa
A4 9 Asug nnauduiiedmseryduiiunioudonszusuaemnyad uazusausanszToug aaeaoy
ssmatathenuazfholu dmszersumann enssdoudousounszlszsim daurg Ty
ufuinefa fasssumen aneaanda anedamiu ongemisiunia uanszinyg aumsuson
niwdusniiumuuaauenou audwd1 auewinl auuA AuRng VINIRRYIURUaazniwd deudad
& 1 o 1 uazid YandieFindaliifiudasy Taudeteziliauery Susadely luadunjanSoysn
afungasuys uazadoiauTnduninoudu drednnsdninavesnaunnamual ihasevilszanruau
Insuaziigninaganiidnnsvesnszansmaut J9lidsingudngrudr1dinisdseneunsyinlu
imyn  sundssaionssmaudims synsdandumdosyniai b uvangsiauTndund
(WA, abo) N33 muRenszdaus1y () duindasivysue ﬁws:swﬂszﬁaf‘fi}ﬂﬁﬁuﬂ“ msilszney

e B} g 1 s o y z ar J E'
wiznws udamuymiulni Tasaufanszdawsivonenszws s Puafwsnluiuiu o< M1

T D



o& AAZTULTY o 1 10U b WA bado tazlisamimuuuvediszmdidunndszms el
wizilszaad Idszmrudseneumsygymspraflunumaniyery uazegibuiduguilsisoinyndTean
Tsafv uazgilniuasiodrs 4 Taoamidu sty msdszaeuisluiudmuyanlusananedald
'%',eﬁuw’ﬁﬁuﬁﬂﬂﬁ:\mﬁﬂuﬁ'ﬁmﬁuwszumﬁmﬁﬂwszuwmﬁﬁﬁé’wn1f°{u Symai o uazdolfiau
nuunsgiaigiu  andanumdveasdlufuimvynivalngnimngaynaioasdunsmssan
RANNADITUTNIYTT WA, b&oo FINMITIFMIFUNINU "RA0Y & WNTAAIT" o VSOUR
mumas dauaeuiissns taziaersueeg Ussduseinas TayIadielar lanse s1erandns
dszmvuiona & niefa <  awainsIRasanal o Ju Insgulauunnszinyaalsin w,&oo 31l
Pszanau samsaindad uazaanisaugst imsdoadrs ynsuuma Safanaims lﬁfquszﬁﬂymaﬁ'ua:
lo,&o0 31/ dalsemuisaemsuslsznau 2BNNYNINY goaudafihlunSouiiu sadimsshdad uaz
fudailuunuia waznihiadae uaz18imsUfdasssusudaing edrndeumioeiu Punsdfiay
Tufimuyrihfudae dududimbududuniuimynideiiuiuddgvonmna mszaunodau
Tngjdudunnsinung uaﬂmm‘fwmnmmn voaszma'lng Agaulsemalfiflugudnaranszynsman

Tan 1ol w.a. b&ee

nnnsiszmaing ld5uResathudinmiaau i muyin lanadai 2 dszdiilnawaae
vudhuefiil @ nszanvenranuFusBuEinsesI s Tnmasd 5N VANMIINNAVUNIPIIAINT Y
mInndvluguzlsznunuzassumsuimsmnauanmnaiuimuynlan uaganznIsumgIag
aaoansgua Inofitidausmlunsdams dusmednmaunnnaGos ynssssufumsianndanm
unzmmgﬁo” (Buddhist Virtues in Socio-Economic Development) l‘f}aﬂuiamcmiusau lob ANITTHINY
msasadveanszynsd uozdlumsmdnnszfosfnszumandonszhegiiginaeqamay lunlsma
WizsRBHIIAaEANNIE T UM EIAsY o 5ouhiTliide sz TR olo-od WEHAINY WA, baae
o HHINNdENIgInINI M INeNde TanTaeysen naz quidszymanlszsn@ njannamiuns e

fafuaamudonlumsiszyndldwsznnsenauudilymiingansalveslan

nszrulnsvesavey Tununlimsdnidumssaauiuicuyn lanaien < Yszddl wa.

o .’: dﬂ A o o ! ’ H.J'
wa&e visgaminglsrasdyndszms sadlie 1indnsssudaouveansyynadidude ldedaiiung
& a & ' =t
sudumsduneanszynsmaur wdimsdsgmandnmsmanszynsmanduiuersvsssulugni

Tan

T;‘&:;;»i :

(nomsen ¥Idug)

- =t - o o = ]
’é]‘ﬁﬂ']‘i‘].lﬂil'ﬂ"I'Jﬂfj'lﬁﬂuf)ﬁ%-mfﬂﬂﬁil

e



d =
NAULAAIANHEUA
N

d M
AT.FUINUN BB

= = = a =i
oEMIUANMINNANNEIH

edluRdmyn Juddaainaveslan

B T T T T T T T

'
L |

o a 3| a
mwamvyn  fuduind

[y & o o A 9
alunszwnsenan  Faudluuiinsswnsdh

¥
Usegd afad uasAudusguSianmu luhull esdmsanylszyrnd 1dimualy

U

w A D e o w y o & ) o
nmynduiudingueslan  ilesnndidedeuvesesnnsedundunmsi

@ s w 4 =) o o woa
aouliisfindaes uazTanseud tieliifnanumnuiu wazanudufiqu

"
=1

ar o o [ o 1o o =t
luvazifonny 5358 wiemdemeu eovus1ldadnuisiusssy Tavi

G

=t 3/ o = &

3 o Yed N ra = 1w o o o o= w o
Aav s gInms 19%3a lillsadiousihdad Saumindau Tanudedad

i

=1

@ o ' - A A ' @ Ny 1 =
‘.iﬂ'l’;ﬂﬂﬁﬂﬂ Llulﬁﬂ‘l]ﬂqllullﬂ Lwﬂﬂﬁﬁ}gﬂgrluﬁﬂﬂil1@851@2\1?\'}11[?[1] Lﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂu

a

egadiaminiionny uazeglunguianssy

"
o o

Ed
a 1 o LY o
wInsrInsianate Iddensusidsaousinessnszdumndunnsid
A es @ = a o Ve o =] —
uazdiamundnvesynsmaut Idesnenouiiazsinlidmdsaou sunsadud

" ¥ "
e lduingetu vazimenws Ididuifinaly aawrsaii 114918 uyn

AOIUMITN

kS 4
X a
i dszmalne 18dudinmdnasinils dosveveunmuamenssums
Q@ s = o o = @ A
mnanamanaiuImvya lan umanerdouriigwiasnsaisisInede 14
] "
TWNUIANUATIET RZHoUNTHANA I TIre UVBINS TYNEM AL ABNIANUBIA

ao 11 1ueuine

T
( ALBMUA TUBI )

= = = L =
PEMIVANTIINENABUNNEIN

N



Massage
United Nations Day of Vesak

It is a great honor and privilege for me to extend a message on behalf of my colleagues in South-East
Asia University, to the United Nations Day of Vesak celebration in Bangkok, on 12-14" May 2011, which
commemorates the thrice-events: the Birth, Enlightenment, and Passing Away of the Lord Buddha, the founder
of Buddhism.

Visakha Puja Day is significant not only for Buddhists in Thailand but for mankind around the world.
This is because the noble teachings of the Buddha extended to every corner of the world which benefited not all
mankind equally. The teachings of the Buddha generated peace and happiness in societies. The Enlightened One,
the Buddha, as the founder of this noble religion addressed his message of selfless service with boundless
compassion not only to kings, princes, and nobles, but also to the poor, lowly and needy. He revolved against all
kinds of human discrimination and sought to establish social justice and equal society. His doctrine absorbed into
the minds and ways of life for humanity to live in happier way, which is the middle path that wamed not to
cling with desires or self-mortification-realized as unnecessary. The middle path can mean to live a self-
sufficient life.

I congratulate all Buddhist organizations leading by Thai Government, Sangha Supreme Council and
Mahachulalongkornrajavidhyalaya University, and other associated individuals for their endeavors towards
organizing Visakha Puja Day 2011/B.E. 2554. This is the most significant event for all of us to pay homage to
the Buddha, bringing his teachings for practicing in life and spreading throughout the world for the benefit of all
mankind.

I invoke the power of Triple Gem and all merits which have been accumulated to be factors for your

prosperity and happiness forever.

Cutocd Qo

(Mr. Chattavat Peechapol)
President of
South-East Asia University
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UHINY 1AW IEN
PAYAP UNIVERSITY

On the occasion of the International Activities to Celcbrate the 84" Anmiversary of the
BRirth of His Majcsty King Bhumibol Adulyadej and the International Observance of
Visaka Bucha Day in conjunction with an Intcrnational Conference on “Buddhist
Virtues in Socio-Economic Development” May 12-14, 2554, your Christian, Buddhist
and Islamic colleagues at Payap University, Chiang Mai wish you well in all aspects
of your ambitious undertaking over the three days of your program. We eagerly await
the conclusions you reach about the connections between ethics and social
devclopment, for we whole-heartedly agree that they are inseparable, and that it must
be the contribution of Buddbists to explicate those perspeetives on these crucial
matters that would otherwise remain obseure. 1 cannot think of a more appropriate
way to honor our beloved King than by advancing his life-long interests in virtue and
socio-economic development brought to focus in his internationally-acclaimed
“Sufficiency Economy Philosophy”.

Sincercly and respectfully,

The Rev. Asst. Prof. Dr. Pradit Takerﬁgrangsaﬁl
President of Payap University, Chiang Mai
Foundation of the Church of Christ in Thailand
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