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Preface

The Day of Vesak denotes the celebration, in honor of the Buddha, on the full moon
day of Vesak, or the sixth lunar month, on which occasion there occurred the Birth,
Enlightenment and Passing Away of the Lord Buddha. Vesak Day has been celebrated in
Thailand since the Sukhothai period (1249-1438 A.D.) when, it is believed, the tradition
was introduced from Sri Lanka.

On December 15, 1999 the General Assembly of the United Nations took into
consideration the fact that Buddhism is one of the world’s oldest religious and that it has
made a significant contribution to human spiritual development, and therefore resolved that
each year in May appropriate observances should be held at the United Nations Headquarters
in New York and at its regional offices around the world.

Between 26-29 May 2007/2550, Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University,
in conjunction with the Sangha Supreme Council, the Royal Thai Government and
the International Organizing Committee, organizes the International Buddhist Conference
on the United Nations Day of Vesak and on the Auspicious Occastion of His Majesty
the King’s 80" Birthday Anniversary at Buddhamonthon Auditorium, Nakhon Pathom and
at the United Nations Convention Center, Bangkok.

Buddhist leaders and scholars from deferent countries and regions have also
been invited to participate in the conference. To accompany the conference,
Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University has also organized an exhibition depicting
the life of the Buddha, the Dhammic King and MCU and International Conference.

I'hope this book provides useful information for all Buddhists throughout the world
to realize the true significant of the Day of Vesak and to cultivate firm faith in the minds of
the world community that will help to bring about more cooperation in building a peaceful
world for many years to come.

€., ooy

(Most Ven. Prof. Dr. Phra Dharmakosajarn)
Rector, Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University
Chairman, the International Organizing Committee
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MCU's philosophy

Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University's philosophy is to be “the leading
center of Buddhist Education, Integrating Buddhizm with modern sclences
towards greater mental and social development.”
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Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya i.ll‘li'h'Ef‘Effj', under the 1.Eader5h1p of the Most
Ven. Prof. Phra Dhammakosajarm hosts the annual Buddhist Conference.

In today's modern, globahzed world, the universily recognizes the need for

paopla to meel and exchange deas aboul Buddhism
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Botwesan 12-14 June 20017, Mahachulalongkornrajavidyaiaya University.
in collaboration with the Umited Nations organized the World Council
Relioious Leaders, at Buddhamonthon, Makhon Pathom and at the United Hations

Headguarters in Bangkok, Thailand,
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Asia-Pacific Rw.rmrmi:

Between 24-29 February 2004, Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University,
in collaboration with the United Nations hostad the Asia-Pacific Regional
Summit at the United Nations Headguarters in Bangkok, There were several

thousand participants from the Asia-Pacific region.
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Emphasis
The aims of the conference were to help youths exchange ideas about world
peace and o create youth networks lo promote peace and sustainable development,
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Vesak Day Celebrations at UN Headguarters
On 1 June 2004, Thailand had the honor of coordinating and hosting activities
to celebrate the International Recognition of Day of Vesak by the United Mations
at the United Mations Headguarters in New York, USA_
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The emphasia of the activities was to promote knowledge of Buddhism and
its history and to increase understanding amongsi Buddhists
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fhe birst Vesak Day Conference

On 25 May 2004, Mahachulalongkormrajavidyalaya University hald the Waorld
Buddhist Leaders Conference on International Recognition of the Day of Vesak
at Buddhamonthon Auditorium. Makhon Pathom Province, Thailand.
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Betwean 16220 July 2002 h'lahal.'.hulalnn!]lr.ng;rr:uuu'.-rJ'.aLaI.u.'.-'u Univarsily, hosledsthe
i

“IntarnationalyGonference on Theravada and Mahayana,Buddhismi at
Buddhamonthon, Makhon Pathom Provimces, and at the United Mations Conference
Centrelin Bangkok: Thailamd.
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Fhe Second Vesak Day Conference

Betwean, 18-21 May 2005, Mahachulalongkomrajavidyalaya University, hosted
the 2" International Buddhist Conference on the United Mations Day of Vesak
al Buddhamonthon Audilorium, Makhon Pathom Provinoe, Thaikand
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International Conference on the Dav of Vesak 2008
Between T-10 May 2008, Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University,
in conjunction with the Sanghe Supreme Council and the Thai Government
hasted the 3™ International Buddhist Conference on the United Mations
Day of Vesak at Buddhamonthon, Makhon Pathom Province, and at the United
Nations Conference Cenire in Bangkok, Thalland.
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International Conference on the Day of Vesak 2007

Between 26™ - 28" May 2007, Mahachulalongkomrajavidyalaya University,
in conjunction with the Sangha Supreme Councll and Thal Government,
is hosting the 4" International Buddhist Conferance on the United MNations
Day of Vesak at Buddhamonthon, Makhon Pathom Province, and at the United
Nations Conference Center in Bangkok, Thailand.
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International Conference on the Day of Vesak 2007
Between 26-29 May 2007, Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalayas University,
in conjunction with the Sangha Supreme Council and Thal Government,
is hosting the 4" International Buddhist Conferance on the United Nations Day
of Vesak at Buddhamonthon, Nakhon Pathom Province, and at the United Nations
Conference Center in Bangkok, Thailand,
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This year's canference ‘emphasizes Buddhism and good governance,

wnd marks the Ausplclous Occasion of His Majesty King BHlimibol Adulyade|'s

B0 Birthday Anniversary
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MCOU's Next Step

Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University aims to be the leading center
of Buddhist education and to cooperate with other organizations and
inatitutes to promote Buddhist education
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