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Roval Address
From
Her Roval Highnes Princess Sirivannavari MNariratana
At the Opening Ceremony of the International Buddhist Conference Vesak Day, 2007
At Buddhamonthon Conference Center
Saturday, May 26, 2007

His Royal Highness the Crown Prince of the Kingdom of Thailand has
very kindly asked me to represent Him in the opening ceremony of the
International Buddhist Conference on the International Vesak Day 2007/2550

Buddhism offers, at the most basic level, principles to lead a peaceful
and harmonious life on daily basis and at the highest level, the ultimate truth,
which is the deliverance from suffering. The Lord Buddha who has given us
those principles was born, attained full enlightenment and passed away on the
Full-moon Day of Vesak. Therefore the utmost prominence has been given by
Buddhists all over the world to this sacred Vesak Full-moon Day. The United
Nations has also recognized Vesak as a very important day of the word.

The Celebrations of the United Nations Day of Vesak this year are  being
made more significant because at the same time Buddhists from as many as
sixty countries from the five continents, participating in the International
Vesak, have also joined the Celebrations on the Auspicious Occasion of His
Majesty the King’s 80" Birthday Anniversary 5™ December 2007. His Majesty
King Bhumibol Adulyadej Himself is a true exemplary Buddhist who has
firm faith in the Lord Buddha’s teaching and has practiced accordingly.

I am extremely pleased that many Buddhists from various nations are
here to celebrate the sacred Vesak together in Thailand and also discuss ways
and means to propagate the teaching of the Buddha. | rejoice in the faith that
everyone has demonstrated in the effort sacrifice that everybody has made in all
these undertakings.

In the name of His Royal Highness the Crown Prince of the Kingdom of

Thailand, I hereby open the International Buddhist Conference to celebrate the
World Vesak Day 2007,
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Report to
Her Roval Highness Princess Sirivannavari Nariratana
By

His Excellency Paiboon Wattanasiridham
Deputy Prime Minister of Thailand

On the International Buddhist Conference
On the United Nations Day of Vesak

At Buddhamonthon Auditoriom, Nakoen Pathom
Saturday, May 2, 2007

I humbly request vour gracious permission to inform Your Royal Highness of the
fol lovwring:

On behalf of the Thai Government, the Buddhists gathered here, and all who have
come into your Presence, 1. Paiboon Wattanasiritham, Deputy Prime Minister of Thailand,
feel profoundly grateful for Your Royal Highness's kindness in coming to preside over the
opening of the International Buddhist Conference on the United Nations Day of Vesak 2007,

I request your gracious permission to describe, in brief, the historical background of
this conference,

On December 13, 1999, the United Mations, in General Assembly Session No 54,
recognized that the Day of the Full Moon in the sixth lunar month each year is the day most
sacred to Buddhists everywhere. This was the day, according to Theravada tradition, on
which the Buddha was bor, attained enlightenment, and achieved porinibbana, The Buddha
taught mutual loving-kindness and forbearance among men and women for the sake of peace
and happiness in society. Since these principles and sharved by the Charter of the United
Mations, the UN declared that Vesak was a Day of universal significance, and directed that
observances be held, as appropriate, at the United Nations Headquarters and other UN offices
in May of each vear.

The government of Thailand, under the leadership of H.E Surayud Chulanont, the
Prime Minister, believes that recognition of Vesak by the United Nations is an
acknowledgement of the contribution that Buddhism has made for over two and a half
millennia — which it continues to make — for the spiritual development of humanity. The
government of Thailand, therefore, wished to sponsor World Day of Vesak, and it assigned
Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University as the principle organizer.

Participating in this International Buddhist Conference on the United Mations Day of
Wesak 2007, are the Chairman of the Executive Committee for the Supreme Patriarch of the
Thai Sangha, and Sangha Mahanayaka and leading venerable monks and other clerical and
lay representatives from five continents and sixty nations throughout the world. Altogether,
there are 1,280 participants from aboard, and 1,500 participants from Thailand, for a total of
2,780 participants, The purposes of this conference are: o collectively present the Buddha
Dhamma as a significant teaching for the world through educational activities, homilies,
ceremonial and community efforts; to demonstrate unity of intention among Buddhist groups
and organizations of national and international standing, in accordance with the wishes of the
Thai government; and to display Thai Buddhist art and eunlture to the world.

12
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Moreowver, this year is a very auspicious year for all Thai people. This is the year of
ceremony to cerebrate on the Auspicious Occasion of His Majesty The King's 80" Birthday
Anmiversary. Therefore, this year’s UN Day of Vesak Celebrations have been organized on a
much larger scale.

MNow, at this auspicious time, | would like to make a humble request to your Royal
Highness to graciously open the International Buddhist Conference on the United Mations
Day of Vesak 2007, as well as to offer commemorative presents to Their Holinesses the
Supreme Patriarchs and other Sangha leaders from 60 countries and regions throughout the
world.
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Report on the International Buddhist Conference
On the UN Day of Vesak Celebrations 2007/2550
To
His Holiness Somdet Phra Phutthachan
President
Executive Committee for His Holiness the Supreme Patriarch of Thailand
By
Most Ven. Prof. Dr. Phra Dharmakosajarn
Rector
Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University
At the Phutthamonthon Auditorium, Nakhon Pathom Province
Saturday 26™ May B.E. 2550

e T =

Your Holiness, may I, the Rector of Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya
University and the Chairman of International Organization Committee (10C) of
the UN Day of Vesak Celebrations, be permitted to submit a report.

Bu before that, on behalf of the Head of Sangha, Buddhist Leaders and
scholars, monks and Buddhists from other countries in this auditorium, may I be
allowed to express how humble we all feel that His Holiness Somdet Phra
Phutthachan has very kindly come to preside over the Opening Ceremony of the
4" International Buddhist Conference on the UN day of Vesak 2007/2550.

Your Holiness, on 15" December 1999, the General Assembly of the
United Nations resolved that the Day of Vesak should be internationally
recognized and observed worldwide. Later, Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya
University was assigned by the Royal Thai Government and the Supreme
Sangha Council to be the principal coordinator in organizing the celebrations of
the UN Day of Vesak in 2005 by inviting Buddhist leaders and scholars from
around the world to join the conference and Vesak activities. The conference
was successfully held at Phuttamonthon, Nakhon Pathom and at the UN
Conference Center, Bangkok and it has also been agreed unanimously to
recognize Phutthamonthon as the Center of World Buddhism.

The 3™ International Buddhist Conference on the UN Day of Vesak in
2006 agreed and issued in Joint Communique to organize the 4th International
Buddhist Conference on the UN day of Vesak 2007 to be held in Thailand in
conjunction with the Celebrations on the Auspicious Occasion of His Majesty
the King's 80" Birthday Anniversary. H.M. the King is the one who has reigned
the kingdom with Dasa-rajadhamma, “the ten kingly wvirtues”, and the
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development projects He has initiated and involved many decades have been so
numerous that the United Nations and other countries have regarded him as the
role model of Good Governance and Sustainable Development.

To follow the Resolution of the 54" Session of the United Nations
General Assembly and also the agreement from the last year conference, the
Royal Thai Government has sponsored the 4th International Buddhist
Conference on the UN Day of Vesak held from May 26-29, 2007 at the
auditorium of Phutthamonthon, Nakhon Pathom and at the UN Conference
Center, Bangkok. The theme of the conference is on Buddhist contribution to
Good Governance and Development to be regarded as one of Vesak activities in
celebrating the Auspicious Occasion of the King’s 80™ Birthday.

In this 4th International Buddhist Conference on the UN Day of Vesak
2007/2550, there are Supreme Patriarchs, Heads of the Sangha, Buddhist
Leaders and scholars as well as observers from overseas, 1,280 in number, from
61 countries. HRH the Crown Prince has assigned HRH the Princess
Sirivannavari Narirat to be his representative to preside over the Opening
Ceremony of the International Buddhist Conference today.

This 1s the auspicious time, | would like to invite Your Holiness Somdet
Phra Phutthachan to kindly give a word of commendation and bless the
International Buddhist Conference on the UN Day of Vesak 2007/2550 for the
success and happiness of everyone.
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Welecome Speech
Professor Dr. Phra Dharmakosajarn,
Rector, Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University
At the 4th International Buddhist Conference on the United Nations
Day of Vesalk, 2007
Theme: The Buddhist Contribution te Good-Governance and Development
At Phutthamonthon, Nakhon Pathom, May Zti"", 2007

o e e e o e e el

On behalf of the Organising Committee of the Royal Thai Government appointed by
the Prime Minister, the Supreme Sangha Council of Thailand, the International Organising
Committee (IOC), as well as its principal coordinator, Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya
University (MCLU), T would like to thank you all for coming to Bangkok once again o
participate in this, the 4th International Buddhist Conference. This event is being held in
conjunction with both the festivities marking the Umited Nations Day of Vesak for 2007, and
the Celebrations on the Auspicious Oceasion of His Majesty the King's 80th Birthday
Anmniversary on 5th December 2007, It is my great honour, and pleasure, to extend my
warmest weleome to you all, Although commemoration of the Day of WVesak may be
celebrated at different times of the year in some Buddhist countries, depending on the local
tradition, MNonetheless, we all can join together and honour the Lord Buddha in a spirit of
fellowship and fraternity.

An international gathering of Buddhist leaders celebrates the Day of Vesak regularly
in Thailand due to the resolution passed by the General Assembly of the United Nations.
Vesak has proved to be, and stll continues to make, a great contribution to human
spirituality. We are grateful for that resolution.

The main theme of this vear's dth International Buddhist Conference is “The Buddhist
Contribution to Good Governance and Development”,  As some of you may know, the UN
Secretary-General. Kofi Annan, paid tribute to His Majesty, the King of Thailand. by
presenting him  with the UN's newly inaugurated Human Development  Lifetime
Achievement. The award was presented during his official visit to Thailand last year as guest
of the Roval Thai Government, This award was granted to His Majesty, as its lirst recipient,
in recognition of his life-long dedication to his various projects.  HM the King's projects
aimed at the development, and betterment of the Thai people and his extraordinary
contribution to human development. The award was presented amidst celebrations marking

the sixtieth anniversary of His Majesty’s Accession to the throne. His Majesty the King had,
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hitherto, received many other awards and forms of distinction from various organizations and
agencies under the auspices of the United MNations, This included the Gold Medal from
the World Health Organization (WHO) in recognition of His Majesty's leadership in matters
of public health, and the Agricola Medal from the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO)
in recognition of His Majesty's devotion to the well-being and happiness of the people of
Thailand, especially those in the agricultural sector. The aforementioned awards had been
presented by a representative of the body concerned at different occasions, whereas on this
oceasion the Human Development Lifetime Achievement award was presented in person by
the Secretary-General of the United Nations, who had travelled to Thailand for this purpose.

Let us all, therefore, wish His Majesty, King Bhumibol, a long life. Holy blessings
are i be performed for His Majesty, the King, at the temple of Emerald Buddha, at 5:30 pm
on Monday, May 28, 2007, and you are all invited to come and join us in this most auspicious
of ceremonies,

The theme of the present conference. “The Buddhist Contribution to Good
Governance and Development”™, will embrace six separate areas:

Buddhism and Good Governance

Dissemination of Buddhism through Modemn Technology

Preservation and Promotion of Buddhist Arts

Buddhist Meditation and Human Development

University Symposium

Buddhist Collaboration at the UN Day of Vesak all approached from the five different
perspectives of ) participation, transparency, accountability, the mule of law and elTiciency.

It is hoped that Buddhist leaders amongst us will also be able to determine policies for
the continued joint organization of Vesak activitics, We hope that they will be able to reach
decisions clearly and harmoniously and find ways of implementing those decisions in future
years.

It is also hoped that the Buddhist scholars amongst us will have an excellent
opportunity to pool their knowledge in making suggestions and recommendations as to how
technological advances can be put to good use aeademically. It will not only help deepen our
understanding of Buddhism generally, but also show us how to disseminate that knowledge
amongst our students,  MCLL as you know, plays a very large role in bringing Buddhist
education to Thai people throughout the country, and, more recently, to students from

overseas through its International Programme,
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The teachings of the Lord Buddha are no less relevant in today's world than they were
during his lifetime, The human predicament is a universal predicament, and is shared by all
humanity, irrespective of geographical and political differences. We live not only in an ever-
shrinking world, but also in a climate of expanding global communication with rapid
advances being made in technology, especially the Internet. We are therefore in a far better
position than ever before to spread the Lord Buddha's teachings far and wide, and in wavs
hitherto inaccessible to us, in a determined effort aimed at bringing peace, harmony and unity
to the world.  Although we Buddhists come from different traditions, regions, races,
nationalities and ways of life, we nonetheless are, at heart in sharing the same common goal
and aspirations, as well as the same founder, the Lord Buddha. A principal feature, therefore,
of this vear's celebrations will be an exhibition, accompanied by cultural shows from the
various countries that are participating here toeday, in order to demonstrate to the world at
large that, as Buddhists, we enjov religious unity in our national diversity,

We ardently hope that it may be possible, next year, for the UN Day of Vesak to be
held in some other Buddhist country, perhaps either in South East Asia, or ¢lsewhere, We
trust, therefore, that, as a consequence of this meeting, we will be able to send the torch of the
UM Dayv of Vesak to some other land over which the Dhamma already shines.

Last but not least, we hope also to use the present meeting as an opportunity for
forming the World Buddhist University Association (WBUS), which should make it much
easier for us o work harmoniously together for the benefit of the world as a whole,

With these words, I welcome you all to the 4th International Buddhist conference.
The time has now come to hand matters over to vou,  As the principal coordinator of this
meeting in 2007, we are ever ready to provide yvou with whatever assistance or support you

Ay reguine,

I wish you a successful conference.
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Welcome Speech
by
Prof. Phra Dharmakosajarn, Rector of MCU
At UNCC, Bangkok
May 27 ™. 2007

On behalf of the Organising Committee under the sponsorship of the Royal Thai
Government, the Supreme Sangha Council of Thailand, the Intermational Organizing
Committee (I0C), Mahachulalongkommrajavidyalaya University and all others who are
helping to organise this celebration of the Day of Vesak 2007, which is being held in
conjunction with the Fourth Intermational Buddhist Conference in honour of the Celebrations
on the Auspicious Occasion of His Majesty the King's %0th Birthday Anniversary, 5"
December 2007, T would like to extend our warmest welcome o His Holiness, o His
Excellency, and to all the delegates who have come from far away to be here today,

Omne of the main aims of this gathering is to mark the importance of the Day of Vesak,
a day which celebrates not only the Buddha's birth, but also his enlightenment and his passing
away.

In the past, the Day of Vesak has tended to be celebrated by Buddhists only in their
own homelands., However, following the resolution passed unanimously at the 54th Session
of the United Mations General Assembly in 1999, to the effect that the Holy Day of Vesak
(or the full moon day in the month of May), the most sacred day for Buddhists, should be
observed at United Mations Headquarters and at other United Mations offices around
the world, it has become an event of worldwide significance. We are therefore gathered here
today, not only to celebrate the Day of Vesak in the name of the various countries that have
sent delegates, but also to demonstrate the mportance that the Day of Vesak has now
acquired throughout the world.

We would like to thank His Excellency, Mr, Kim Hak-su, Executive Secretary of
the Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP), who has allowed us
to use these conference halls and other facilities. This demonsirates the practical support of
ESCAP in implementing the resolution of the United Mations regarding international
recognition of the significance of the Day of Vesak.

The main theme of the International Buddhist Conference will be the Buddhist
Contribution to Good-Governance and Development in to order to penetrate the
philosophy of sufficiency of His Majesty King Bhumibol. Buddhist leaders and scholars will
now consider these matters in detail and think seriously about how Buddhism can contribute
further to good-governance and development.
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It is hoped that the deliberations during this Conference will result in the various
Buddhist leaders and scholars present here issuing a Bangkok Declaration on the final day.

MNow that you have all gathered here, you will be asked to spend your time and energy
in seeking common ground between us, with a view to establishing guidelines and policies as
to how we can work together in the future, to collaborate on good-governance and
development, as well as to how we can best utilise Buddhamonthon as a world centre of
Buddhism and to form the World Buddhist University Association and so on,

The members of the International Organising Committee are ready, and anxious, to
make your stay here as comfortable as they possibly can. We therefore welcome you all once
again. The stage has now been set. As one of the principal coordinators and main architect
of the Conference, T would now like to turn the various proceedings over to you. We invite
you to participate, and voice your ideas and opinions, so that we can provide a permanent
platform for the next, and later, conferences to build on.

For a successful, smoothly run Conference, colourful and full of meaning, 1 would
like now to invite His Excellency, Mr. Kim Hak-su, to deliver the message from H.E, Ban
Ki-Moon, UN Secretary-General, and his welcoming address to this Conference, and to
declare the meeting open.

May the blessings of the Triple Gem ensure that the Conference will be a great

success. May the Conference attain all of its desired goals, and help bring it about that

Buddhism will continue 1o be a siable and long-lasting Torce in our joint guest lor peace in a
sustainable world.

Thank you.
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Welcoming Speech of Mr, Kim Hak-Su,
Under-Secretary-General ol the United Nations and
Executive Secretary of UNESCAP
at the Observance of the Day of Vesak, 27 May 2007

Most Venerable Professor Dr. Pra Dharmakosajarn,
Your Excellency Prime Minister Surayud Chulanont,
Dristinguished guests,

Ladies and gentlemen,

It is an honour for me to address this auspicious occasion of the observance of the Day of
Vesak. Today, we mark the birth, enlightenment and passing away of Lord Buddha, and pay

tribute to the contributions that Buddhism has made to the world.

The universal message of peace. goodwill, compassion, and maost importantly, awareness
of oneself as preached by Lord Buddha more than 2,500 vears ago has never been more relevant

than today, We all should realize that we have a commitment to the world we live in,

These ideals are close to those of the United Mations: understanding amongst peoples, the
pursuit of harmony, and the promotion of peace, 1 am also delighted to note that this year's
Vesak Day coincides with the celebrations of the 80th anniversary of His Majesty the King of
Thailand and the 60th anniversary of the founding of the United Nations Economic and Social

Commission for Asia and the Pacific (UNESCAP).

Last year, the then United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan presented the Human
Development Lifetime Achievement Award to His Majesty the King for his life-long efforts in

promoting sustainable development, with the people at the heart of development endeavours, Mr,
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Annan praised His Majesty’s thoughts on *Sufficiency Economy' as a philosophy of great

relevance to communities everywhere during these times of rapid globalization,

His Majesty's efforts echo those of UNESCAP. Our mission is to contribute to the
alleviation of poverty in the region and the attainment of the Millenniom Development Goals by

20135,

Indeed, if we want to have a chance of overcoming the many challenges that face ns
today — in the fields of peace and security, development, and the protection of our global
environment -- we must think beyond our narrow, short-term self interests, and rise to a universal
perspective from which the welfare of the broader human community appears as important as our

own well-being, Each of us shares the hope of a more peaceful, equitable and sustainable future,

On this Day of Vesak, let us remember that whatever our origin, race, culture or belief
mayhe, we are not essentially different. Let us work together towards the commaon good and the

harmonious and peaceful coexistence of all the peoples of the world.

I thank all of vou for coming here today, and wish you a wonderful celebration of the

Day of Vesak.
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1.45 M

2.0 PM

e

Rowval Programme
Her Roval Highness Princess Sirivannavari Nariratana
Representing His Roval Highness the Crown Prince of Thailand
To preside over
The Dpening Ceremony of the International Buddhist Conlerence
O the United Mations Day of Vesak, Conference Hall,
Buddhamonthon, Nakhon Pathom
Saturday May 26, B.E. Z550/C.E. 2007

Her Roval Highness Princess Sirvannavari Nariratana travels from
Sukhothai Palace 1o the Conference Hall, Buddhamonthon, Makhaon
Patlsom.

The arrival of Her Roval Highness Princess Simvannavari Mariratana
gt the Conference Hall, Buddhamonthon, Makhon Pathom

Everyone stands for the Royal Antherm.

The Deputy Priminister Piboon Wattanasiridham, the Governor of

Makhon Pathom Provinee, the Chief Justice of Region VI the Commander of
the |lth Military Base, the Commissioner of Provincial Police, Region VI,
and the [hrecior of the Office of Mational Beddhizm, the Director of the
Office of Buddhamonthon and the Orpanizing Commuttes receive Her Royal

Highness Princess
Her Boval Highness Princess enters the Conference Hall

Her Roval Highness Princess goes w the resting place,

Her Roval Highness Princess lights candles and incense m honour of the

Triple Gem

Her Royal Highness Princess pays homage (o the Buddha.
(Evervone stands for the Roval Anthem)

Her Roval Highness Princess takes the roval seat,

The Deputy Prime Minister Piboon Wattanasiridham reports on the
Iniernational Buddhist Conference on the United Mations Day of Yesak,

ZEE02007, 1w Her Roval Highness Princess

Her Roval Highness Princess declores  the  Intermational  Buddhise

Conference on the United Nations Day of Vesak, 255002007 open.
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{Everyone stands for the Royal Anthem)
Her Roval Highness Princess makes an offering to the leaders of the
Sangha from 23 countries.
Her Royal Highness Princess again pays homage to the Buddha.
{Everyone stands for the Royal Anthem)

Her Royal Highness Princes goes down from the resting place,

Somdej Phra Phra Mahathirachan

offers the present to Her Royal Highness Princes.

Her Roval Highness Princes proceeds to the royal car. Everyone stands for
the Royal Anthem,

Her Royal Highness Princes returns to Sukhothai Palace.
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PROGRAM
The International Buddhist Conference on the United MNations Day of Vesak Celebrations
20072550
At Buddhamonthon, Nakhon Pathom & United MNations Conference Centre
Bangkok., Thailand
MAY 26 - 29, BE 253501 CE 2007)

Saturday 26 May 2550/2007  Opening Ceremony at Buddhamonthon

0800 Arrival of participants at Buddhamonthon

08,15 Arrival al Buddhamonthon of His Holiness Somdet
Phra Phutthachan, President of the Executive
Committee for the Supreme Patriarch of Thailand

08:30 - Amival of Buddhist leaders in the  Buddhamonthon
Auditorium by country
- Video Presentation

08:45 - Arrival at the Buddhamonthon Auditorium of His Holiness
Somdet Phra Phutthachan, President of the Executive
Commitiee for the Supreme Patriarch of Thailand
- His Holiness Somdet Phra Phutthachan is received and
conducted into the Auditorium by the International Organizing
Committee
- His Holiness Somdet Phra Phutthachan leads the congregation
in paying homage to the Triple Gem
- Report by the Most Ven, Prof, Dr, Phra Dharmakosajam,
Rector of Mahachulalongkorn-rajavidyalaya University and
Chairman of International Organizing Committee (I0C) of the
UN Day of Vesak Celebrations
- Speech by His Holiness Somdet Phra Phutthachan
- His Holiness Somdet Phra Phutthachan departs

09:30 Welcome address by the Most Ven. Prof. Dr. Phra
Dharmakosajarn, Rector of Mahachulalongkornraja-vidvalayva
University and Chairman of International Organizing
Committee of the UN Day of Vesak Celebrations

09.45 Speeches and messages from leaders of the Mahasangha and
Buddhist organizations

11:30 Luncheon

1 3:00 All participants assemble in the Aoditorium

- Chanting & meditation
- Arrival of Mr. Phatboon Watthanasiritham, the Deputy Prime
Minister of Thailand at the Buddhamonthon Auditorium

14:00 Arrival of Her Royal Highness Princess Sirivannavari
Mariratana at the Buddhamonthon Auditorium
- Mr. Paiboon Watthanasiritham, the Deputy Prime Minister
and the Orgamzing Commitiee welcome Her Roval Highness
the Princess
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15.00

15:20

(WRL

(Everyone stands for the Royal Anthem.)

- Her Royal Highness the Princess offers candles and incense in
honour of the Triple Gem

= Mr. Paiboon Watthanasiritham, The Deputy Prime Minister of
Thailand, reports on the Inmternational Buddhist Conference on
the UN. Day of Vesak Celebrations to Her Roval Highness the
Princess

- Inaugural speech by Her Royal Highness the Princess

- Her Royal Highness the Princess departs

- Speech by Mr. Paiboon Watthanasiritham, the Deputy Prime

Minister of Thailand

Speeches & message from leaders of the Mahasangha and
Buddhist organizations

Group Photograph

Sunday 27 May 2550/2007 Opening Ceremony at The UN CONFERENCE CENTRE

(800
08:30
08:40

09:30

[LFR L
10:45

11:30
13:00

Arrival of participants at the UN Conference Centre
Chanting and meditation

Welcoming: Guest of Honor and Special Guests

- Gen. Surayud Chulanont, Prime Minster of Thaialnd

- Representative of UN Secretary General

- Representative of UNESCO Director-General
Representative of UN Headquarters for Asia and Pacific

- Welcoming address by the Most Ven. Prof. Dr. Phra
Dharmakosajarn, Rector of Mahachulalongkorn-rajavidyalayva
University and Chairman of the International Organizing
Committee for the UN Day of Vesak Celebrations

- Welcome address by HE, Kim Hak- Su, Executive Secretary,
UNESCAP

* Message from Secretary-General of United Nations

# Message from Director-General of UNESCO

Speech by HLE. the Prime Minister of Thailand, Gen, Surayud
Chulanont

Speeches and messages by Heads of States

Kevnote speech 1: The Swddbist Conteibution o Good
Governance by Ven.  Visuddhisamvara Thera (Ajahn
Brahamavamso), { Australia)

Luncheon

- Panel Discussion (The UNESCAP Hall)
Topie: Buddhist Perspectives on Good Governance and

Development
Panelists:

i 1} Professor lan Harris (UK, PhD {Lancaster), University College of St. Martin,
Lancaster ( Editor, Buddbism and Politics In Twentieth Century Asta: London; 2001 &
Buddhism, Power and Political Order (coming out soon)
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(2} Professor Oliver Abeynayake (Sri Lanka), PhD (Lancaster), Former Dean & Research

Director, Buddhist and Pali University of Sri Lanka, Colombo (author, Fundamenials
af Buddhist Polity, Singapore; 2005)

(3) Mr. Phallop Thaiarry (Thailand) Honorary Secretary-General, The World Fellowship

of Buddhists & Managing Director, Thai International Rent A Car Co, Lid,

(4) Mrs. Claudine Shinoda, MA (France), President of European Buddhist Union

( Translator The Lotus Sutra, the White Lotus of the Marvelows Law into French)
Moderator: Ven, Dr Shi Ming Yi, PhD (Mannin), Chief

Executive, the Ren Ci Hospital & Medicare Centre, Singapore & Abbot, Foo Hai Ch'an
Maonastery, Singapore and Kun Chung Temple, Hong Kong

- Sympaosium of Buddhist Universities (Room No.....)

(a) Moderator: Ven. Phra Dr. Khammai Dhammasami, DPhil (Oxford )

The Oxford Centre for Buddhist Studies, University of Oxford, UK

() Panelists;

L.

2.

3

Ll o

Venerable Bhikkhuni Dr. Yifa, PhD (Yale), Chair, Department of Religious Studies,
University of the West, LISA

Venerable Professor Geshe Ngawang Samten, Rector/Dhirector, Central Institute of
Higher Tibetan Studies, Sarnath, India

D, Tamis Agocs, PhD {Budapest), Foreign Relation Manager, Budapest Buddhist
University, Hungary

The Most Ven. Dr. Ashin Nyanissara, PhD, Chancellor, Sitagu International Buddhist
Academy, Myanmar & Chairman, Association of Theravada Buddhist Universities
Professor Chisho Namai, D.Litt., former President and Director of the Research
Institute of Esoteric Buddhist Culture, Koyasan University, Japan

Ven, Prof, Le Mahn That, Acting Rector, Vietnam Buddhist University, HCHC

Respondents

. Professor Richard Gombrich, DPhil (Oxford), Emeritus Professor & Academic

Director, The Oxford Centre for Buddhist Studies, University of Oxford, UK
Professor Tim Coburmn, PhD (Harvard), President, Naropa University, USA
Ven. Weiwu, MSc (New Zealand), Founder-Chairman, Council of International
Buddhist College, Hat Yai/Penang

16.00 Departure to Buddhamonthon for Cultural performance
17.00 Gala dinner
18.30 Cultural Performance: The 80" Vesak Day Celebrations by the

Grear Righteous King, who initiated Sufficiency Econouiy.
{Guests of Honor only)

Monday 28 May 255072007 Workshops at UN Conference Hall

TERT] Arrival of participants at the UN Conference Centre
(8:30 Chanting and meditation
08:45 Speeches and messages from Leaders of the Mahasangha and

lay Buddhist organizations from Thailand
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10.00

11:30
12:30
13,00

16:30

Kevnote speech 20 Buddhise Contribution to Good Governance
and Development by The Most Ven Zen Master Thich Nhat
Hanh {Plum Village, France)
Luncheon
Grroup Photograph
Workshops
1. Buddhism and Good Governance
2. Dissermination of Buddhism through
Modem Technology
3. Preservation and Promaotion of Buddhist Arts
4, Buddhist Meditation and Human Development
5. Buddhist Universities Symposium

Departure to Wat Phra Kaew for the chanting ceremony to
invoke the blessings of the Noble Triple Gem upon His Majesty
King Bhumibol Adulvadej on the Auspicious Oceasion of His
Blth Year of Birth Anniversary

Tuesday 29 May 2550/2007 at the UN Conference Hall

0s:00
(530

09:30

11:30

1.3:00

15:00

15:30

l&:00

Arrival of participants at UN Conference Centre

Religious ceremonies and blessings for World Peace by
Buddhist traditions

Plenary Session: Reports from the Workshops followed by
open discussion

Moderator: Most Ven. Thich Quang Ba (Australia)
Luncheon

Speeches by leaders of the Mahasangha and Buddhist leaders

Issuance of The Bangkok Declaration and Buddhist

Lniversities Agreement and votes of thanks by the Most Ven,
Prof. Dr. Phra Dharmakosajarn, Rector of Mahachula-
longkornrajavidyalaya University and Chairman of the
International Organizing Committee on the UN Day of Vesak
Celebrations

Closing Ceremony presided over by His Holiness Somdet Phra
Phutthachan, President of the Executive Committee for the
Supreme Patriarch of Thailand

Proceed to Buddhamonthon for the candle-lit procession and the
circumambulation in front of the Phra Sri Sakva Dasa-bala-nyana
Standing Buddha

Wednesday 30 May 2550/2007 Luncheon at the Government House

10.00AM

15 00PM

Arrival of invited guests from the IBC on the UN Vesak Day
Celebrations at the Government House for luncheon to be

hosted His Excellency Prime Minister of Thailand

Invited Buddhist leaders and scholars from 60
countries meet His Holiness Somdet Fhra
Phutthachan, President of the Executive Committee
for the Supreme Patriarch of Thailand at
Buddhamonthon
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Cultural Performance Scheduale

The International Buddhist Conference on the Day of Vesak Day 2007

MAY 27 - 29, B.E. 2550 (C.E. 2007)

Sunday, 27 May 2007/2550

Afternoon Session

At Buddhamonthon  Auditoriom, Nakhon pathom , Thailand

Time Deseription Length
/minutes
1400 Performance from Bangaladash 15
14:15 Performance from Cambodia 15
14:30 Performance from Japan 15
14:45 Performance from Malaysia 15
15:00 Performance from Myanmar 15
15:15 Performance from S Lanka 15
15:30 Performance from South Korea 15
15:45 Performance from Vietnam 15
T Performance of Thai Traditional Panpine by Master 15
Sombat Simla and Dr. Adisorn Piengket
146:45 Performance from Thailand “Visakhapuranami Puja 45

the King's 80" Birthday Anniversary™.
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Evening Session

Time Description Length
/minutes

18:30 Performance from Bangaladash 15

19:00 Performance from Cambodia 15

19:45 Performance from Japan 15

2000000 Performance from Malaysia 15

20:15 Performance from Myanmar 15

20:30 Performance from Sri Lanka 15

20045 Performance from South Korea 15

21:00 Performance from Yietnam 15

21:15 Performance of Thai Traditional Panpine by Master i

Sombat Simla and Dr. Adisorn Piengket
21:30 Performance from Thailand “Visakhapuranami Puja 45

the King's 0™ Birthday Anniversary™.
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Monday, 28 May 2007/2550

Time Description Length
/minutes

1400 Performance of Thai Traditional Panpine by Master 30

Sombat Simla and Dr. Adisorn Piengket

14:30 Performance from MCU Buddhist Sunday School 30

15:00 Performance form Vietnam 15

15:15 Performance from South Korea 15

15:30 Performance from Sri Lanka 15

15:45 | Performance from Myanmar 15

16:00 Performance from Malaysia |5

16:15 | Performance from Japan 15

16:30 Performance from Cambodia 15

16:45 Performance from Bangladesh 15

Tuesday, 29 May 2007/2550

Time Description Length
‘minutes

14:00 Performance “Eye-Opening Buddhadasa Bhikkhu" i

by Jeewan Band

1500 Performance form Yietnam 15

15:15 Performance from South Korea 15

15:30) Performance from Malaysia 15

15:45 Performance from Japan 15

16:00 Performance from Bangladesh 15

16,13 Performance from Sri Lanka 15

16:30 Performance from Cambodia 15

16:45 Performance from Myanmar 15
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Part 2:
Messages and Speeches
from Phra Mahatheras

and Distinguished Guests
in Thailand



mA 2:
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Message
The United Nations Day of Vesak

Visakha Puja Day is the most important day for Buddhists around the  world,
It was the day that the Lord Buddha was bomn. became enlightened and went to
nirvana. He, the founder of Buddhism, has full of three kinds of superh grace:
intelligence, pureness and graciousness fo entire angels, human beings and  sentient
beings.

Because the preat benefit of Buddhism has created the prosperity and
happiness to civilized people for more than 2500 yvears. The United Nations has
resolved that Visakha Puja Day is the important day for international. The appropriate
ceremonies to pay homage to the Lord Buddha will be held in the month called
Yisakha time,

Therefore, on the WVisakha Puja Day 2007, we all shall pay homage and
recollect of the Lord Buddha as well as his teaching and monks to be our refuge and
lead the way in living our life the well-being and happiness of all fellow beings.

May the wvalue of the Trple Gem and merits bless yvou to have glorious and
bright lives incessantly.

(H.H. Somdet Phra MNyanasamvara)
Wat Bowornnives Vihara
The Supreme Patriarch
President of the Sangha Supreme Council
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Message

United Nations Day of Vesak

Visakha Puja Day is very important for Buddhism. All Buddhists know that it is the
birthday, enlightenment day and final Mirvana day of the Buddha. It is on the full moon of
the 6" month, On this special occasion, all Buddhists mindfully-recall the Buddha's kindness
and existence that has brought peace to humanity. His enlightenment has given all beings the
light of wisdom — for those who sulfTer from craving - to calm down and see reasonable
solutions. The power of Dhamma engages the heart and becomes the way of life and the
greater heritage of the country,  His final nibbana s like the extinguishment of the greatest
light the world has seen. Millions of Buddhist’s hearts regard the Buddha's Visakha Triple
Full Moon Days as the day for commemorative respects towards Him — because the

Gireatness of the Buddha deserves respect from humanity.

Historically, in Thailand, most Kings excelled in and applied Buddhist principles
towards governing the population; additionally, the Kings honored and supported Buddhism

to ensure peace within the Kingdom,

The United Nations recognized Visakha Puja Day as the Intermational Diay of the
United Nations on 13" December 2002, out of the realization that the Buddha's Dhamma has
been propagating for centuries.  Humanity accepts and hopes 1o rely on Dhamma as the
refuge for people in this age of globalization. This is another form of respect towards the

Buddha.

Thailand and the Royal Thai Government have been entrusted from intermational
Buddhists to host this Day of Vesak B.E.2550, This vear’s event is possible from part of the
budget sponsored by Prime Minister General Surayuth Chulanont - to support Dhamma
practice and propagation of Buddhism - which are the best offerings to support the UN Day
of Vesak.
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Mahachulalongkomrajavidayalava University invites the Buddhist leaders from other
countties o celebrite Visakha Puja, jointly, in Thailand. The OMce of Mational Buddhism
has set up the committes to orgonize the activities on this Visakha Puja Day. This s the
sgcond time in history that Thailand has been entrusted to organize this celebration.

[ would like o comgraiulate the government for realizing the importance of Visakha
Pupa and 1 would also like to congratuloie everyone who has organized the Visaks celebration
— greatly, as it is the International Day of the United Mations.

%ff@a m:mmrf){
7
H.H. Somidet Phra Phatthachan
Wat Saket
President

Executive Commitice of His Holiness the Supreme Patriarch
Member of the Sangha Supreme Council
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Message

United Nations Day of Vesak

The Lord Buddha, our Great Teacher, Enlightened, discovered the Noble truths with
his own wisdom. He, without defilements, and endorsed with compasion and loving-
kindness - deserves our wveneration and commoration. He was the teacher of gods and
humanity who came into this world bringing the illuminating light of wisdom and peace for
mankind. His teachings distinguish berween sufferings both internal and external. Those
who follow him are certain to gain enlightenment in a short time and his teachings cartainly
win and gain in approval.

Visakha Puja Day is again circled on the calendar for B.E. 2550, We all, as Buddhists
are all bounded to observe His teachings according to his guidence and pay homage to him by
observing vinaya and or the five precepts, such as: do not killing, do not stealing, do not
indulge in sexual conduct, do not make lfalse speech, and do not take intoxicants. Instead,
one should cultivate compassion, loving-kindness and extend them to other fellow humans
for the all-pervading peace.,

This year Thailand again has been honored to host United MNation Vesak Day to pay
homage to the Lord Buddha and to unite created understanding amongst Buddhists, And to
mark the 80" Birthday Celebrations of His Majesty the King to extend our blessing to him.

I would like to take this to extend my appreciation to those wonderful people
organizing Visakha Puja Day B.E. 2550, May the event run smoothly, efficiently and all-
fruitful in their endevours. May the power of Triple Gems be upon you all.

. e, G

H.H. Somdet Phra Mahathirachan
Wat Chanasongkram
Member of Supreme Sangha Council
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Message
United Nations Day of Vesak

Wesak Day is not only the most important day for the Buddhists, but it is an important
day for humanity. It is the day that the Great Man was born, and thirty-five years after that
he became enlightened and showed the way to the world™s people. Tt was also the day that he
passed away to supreme bliss of liberation when he was eighty years-old.

Vesak Day is a good chance for the global population to be reminded of the kindness
of the Lord Buddha — for giving the pure teachings which throvwn-light for humankind., Our
practice thorough perception-meditation and wisdom will lead us to follow the Lord Buddha
to supreme bliss.

[ feel very delighted towards Mahachulalongkomeajavidyalaya University and
the Buddhist organizations around the world for organizing the international Conference
on the occasion of the 2550 Year of Vesak Day at Buddhamonthon, Nakhon Pathom
Province and the United Nations Convention Center, Bangkok,

We all should engage in loving-kindness and harmony of humankind without
distinguishing between races, culture, borders, or secls,

May all beings be happy!

Jmmﬁﬁn-)/

H.H. Somdet Phra Maharatchamongkhalachan
Wat Paknam

Member of the Sangha Supreme Council
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Message
United Mations Day of Vesak

Wisakha Puja Dy is the veneration day, eccurming on the full moon day in the sixth lunar
mandh — the day on which the Buddha was bomn, attnined Full Enlightenment and emered Parinibbana
There can be two significant meanings for the Day of Vesk.

Conssder the first interpretstson for this significant day: this day hold imdiddual aspirtions —
bicause it was on the day that Prnce Siddhanha was bosn, acldeved the Full Enlightenment at the age
of thimy-five, by becoming the Buddha, and passing away an the age of eighty. This meaning can be
learmed by the youths,

Consuler the second inderpretation for this significant day; this occasion allows for the
practicing of the Dhamma — docirines for giving special atbention fo the mid. Because these three
eveints oceurred om the same day, in different years — tlse emphasis is on i developmsent of the
Buddba. The Buddha was bomn in this workd beeause he performed perfections. in his previous life.
The *becoming’ of the Buddha demonstrates the mental-development thar accurred under the shadow
of the Bodhi Tree  “#Swddbo Lobe Upmarno ™ the Buddha has amsen in the world the
Enhghtenment; and Finally, after fory-five years of teachmg = withoul cravings, he entered into final
Mibbana This meaning can be wught e adulis woensbbe them o develop wisdom in accordance with
the saving that the Dhamima will be e tcacher afier the death of the Buddha — or the
blahaparinibbana.

The celebration of the Visakha Day is the commemoration of wisdom, purities, and great
compassion of the Buddha Al Buddhises should therefore recallect the Boddha - as beneficial for
ol wowands elimmating selfishmess - for the benefits of athers, amd 1o have compassion lwards

fiellova-hamans rogandless of thear race. This is the trae practicing of Buddlkizm.

| rejoiced with every sector, united to properly orgonize this event.  May Buddhism be
everlasting in the world for the benefits of humanity,

& Seirasd
Fumariyre i

H.H. Semdet Phea Phuithachinwong
‘Wat Makutkasatiriyaram
Memvber of the Sangha Supreme Council



aau

EIRE AT

Feys Aenays luTwdapdeu s Swiluiuadeiulsegi afad vaznedaduiun
UitmmemeRanszdnndugmnd ewefiese 1 @ o fe sy
A ludaamiug ey Tufidweiniaozlszai aounilonsiumn s& Taialilu
wizwnmd uazAnlTinmnueilonazyuug do wis Ao e we iy
il i

e s Wunmmnedssnniugniudesiale duiemamaeis e
anmziiandouiu ndai pamszrmadniumsfadunadale s nolddumszaiin Ing
ypTs Tan grhlulu wssymsdiRnind hdan- 15 Suifiinamnszoanag ay b wlatiu
vyl siammzialailang weieaimuiTaiaiundouiy armmmeludilg
aouflng Iifnilyguazezassiviivizesdaiaimiz s ruazdussdmanunuianizynsoad
CRETITHN

i 7] [ . * -]
mataduianuivimynlan Wehidaindamizynsan de wizilugiqu
wizvignian uaznizuinjaninaensz@nndunmuad) dumsynquusmssynaaidos
i ) u-l- a '4 13
pntpasssein v ensioninemszynsgalunumeiills: Teniinames
A i o Y A L) L i) el A i [ = .;',
AsanaofianuunndielssTosidmsn  Busadamouyuidioniubidensiidu

oA =) 1 o 3 i o
TTTWE WIE0BT “'IJ{]'I.Iﬂu‘Il'l'l‘!ﬁ'l!ﬂﬁmﬂﬂ[l'lﬂuﬁi!d“

wpay lumnengma ignfhe 13 miianuaioduaunizfond vanizymsmam

wdtaamiaiiuluTan disdudAguunuimngsenaanoa

_armﬁ@nmfﬁﬂﬂﬁ)

(mnfaNIE BTN
IRUNONEATIT
NITUNTUR DT AN IAY

65



Message
United Nations Day of Yesak

Visakha Puja Day is one of the most important days for Buddhism, This day the Lord
Buddha was born, became enlightened and went to Mirvana, the day called Visakha Punnami
ar the full maoon day of the sixth lunar month,  All Buddhises and many others recognize that
his birth and his suyings ore superb in the World - implying thot human beings have ability to
develop themselves o be perfect peaple, in both: body and mind — dependent on ne god. The
Four Moble Truths that ke found and explained o all beings allow people to become liberated
fromn pain and suffering previously Faced wwards experiencing true happiness and peace, His
finul liberntion from the world confirmed his subjection to the three charsctenstics of

existence. Only: his value [significance]. and his feachings — are worldly-etemal.

Thailand, since the the Sukhothai on through to the current Ratanakosin era hivve
aecepted the Great Lord Buddha and his Teachings — as the form of national religion. The
Gircal Kings have gathered the Dhamma-Teachings for propagation and dissemination to
legitimize rule while upholding the principles of the religion — subsequently causing the
people to be penceful, happy and supportive since ancient fimes.

Maoreover, the United Mations realizez the importance of Visakha Puja Day and
finully resolved to honor the Buddhadhamma as World Hevitape.  Therefore, officially, the
Dhamma must play greater roles in solving global problems for the population — to pervads
in peace, without war and disputes — 10 bring-about sustainable advancement o humanity,

forever,

In 2007, Thailand is honored. aguin, from the World Buddhists through the United
Mations to be the host of World Visakha Puja Day Ceremony and to hoeld this great ceremony
worthy and respectful towards the Lord Buddha's excellence. The government leaded by the
His  Excellency the Prime  Minister  General  Surayuth Chulasont  and  the
Mahacholalongkornrajavidyalava University are in charge in operating and manoging the
ceremony, inviting global Buddhist leaders to join in the Thailand. as the center of global
Buddhism, is honored 1o receive this historical ceremony. The powers of Buddhisis from
every direction coslesce ogether in unity — lurther expanding cormpassion and harmony,
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I greatly rejoice with the government and the related organizations who realize
the mportance of Visakha Pup Day and for cooperate in operating and carmying on this great
cercmoeny as the Yisakha Puja Day is World Heritage, and authentic wisdom from the

Crhamma,
cnda

H.H., Samdet  Phra Photihakosachan
Wat Suwannaram
Member of the SilI:IEIJiI Suprerne Council

68



a1 ) i w_ e - o = iy &
WU lﬂuﬂﬁzﬁﬂﬁ'lﬂﬁiﬁ'lﬂfgﬂl MHAIVDIFTIRNEN 1D 1T NRE 1|§|jH‘EIE|11T.|‘iJJ‘f|1..IH’I.HLﬂtI’J

' [ A
WREHU T U YR D ILI

- .i ) LR - L i 44 @ i '.l.# i L
vanamy lunmuimgmsna g Afgnauazwasnuiinesmnde larunudiygeo
fudmwyn 1dwdudwiivniuazilszaouitadebiIve  auduiiuawyriduusanma

sinmuailgumnalanadiuiaia

-t

(Euidansznnslannang)
AT

AT TUNTU NOFTUIn

69



Message

United Nations Day of Vesak

Visakha Puja Day is an important Buddhist day because Lord Buddha, the founder of
Buddhism, was born, became enlightened and went to nirvana on the full moon day of the
sixth lunar month, This was the triple-miracle phenomenon that many important days in one's
life were the same day.m However, once the wise people with the right view profoundly
consider the event, they will recognize that he expressed the three characteristics of
existence: creation, maintaining and ending. This is his great graciousness showing that he
himself whom people have faith for and admit as the great founder of the world would not
overcome three characteristics, Therefore how can all Buddhists ignore and not pay attention

in his teaching?

Visakha Puja Day this vear is the 2550™ anniversary of Lord Buddha's death. But in
one’s life, one will have less than 100 chances 1o see the truth of three characteristics. We
thus definitely should rush considering and practicing his teaching so that we will be able to

suppress all suffers.

Om the occasion of Visakha Puja Day, resolved by the United Nations to be the
Intetnational important day and of the conference of international Buddhist in Thailand
again this year, I would like to rejoice with all attendances who has right intention to
make the unity and prosperity of Buddhism. I wish everyone to be success and glorious

in his teaching continually.
f
/D POl

H.H. Somdet Phra Yannawarodom
Wat Thepsirintarawat
Member of Sangha Supreme Councill
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Message

United Nations Day of Vesak

Visakha Puwja is most important day in Buddiism, It is the day the lord
Buddha was born, attained enlightenment, and passed away. When Visakha Puja day
arrives on the calendar each year, Buddhists all over the world gather together in
memory of the lord Buddha, who has the wvirtwe for all Buddhists and for all
humanity.

In BE 2342 the United Mations General Assembly recognized the importance of
Wisakha Puja Day, and held celebrations at the Headguariers in New York City and
its branch offices worldwide. In order to celebrate this occasion as an official United
Mation day, the Thai Government, with the approval of the Sangha council Has
authorized Mahachulalongkornrajavidvalayva University and other concernedOrzanizations
to organize a celebration for Visakha Puja Day in order to commemorate the lord
Buddha. Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalava University has invited to exchange ideas and
to join together among the Buddhists to create harmony, and to celebrate the 60"
anniversary of his Majesty King Bhumibol Adulyadej’s coronation.

I would like to congratulate the Mahachulalongkomrajavidyalaya University for
being such a gracious host for this event, and for doing such a good job organizing
and bringing the diverse groups of this Conference together.

Phra Ubalikhunupamachan
Advisor to the Governor of Ecelesiastical Region 14
Wat Raikhing
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Message
United Nations Day of Vesak

Visakha Puja is the reverence towards the Buddha, commemorating: the day he was
bom, his Enlightenment, and the day of his passing away — all of which occurred in different
years on the full moon day of Visakha or the 6" lunar month. This triple-miracle is important

because, because after his birth - he roared:

Aggohamasmi lokassa | am chief of the waorld
Jetthohamasmi fokassa Mast Dererlopment of all am [ in the world

serthohamasmi lokassa Foremost am | in the world
Avam antima joii This is the lasf birth,
Natthidani punalbavo Thero is now no mare rebith

This declaration has since, been the independence day for humanity - to never again
rely on fate, faith or the samsaric-cyele. Later, the Buddha proclaimed the Fourth Noble
Truths: Dukkha, Samudaya, Nirodha and Magpa. He propagated Buddhism for 45 vears even
on his final day. He passed away on the full moon day of the 6™ lunar month. Although his
physical body expired, His Dhamma is still flourishing around the world.  Buddhists,

globally, revere this day — a reflection of the Buddha’s Greatness.

Historically, Thai kings have been highly-learned in Buddhadhamma. They have
apphied the Buddhist prnciples such Chakfavaiira and the Ten Kingly Virtues to be the
principles to govern the country. This leads to the happiness of people and it has remained as

the way of life, culture and heritage of the country.

The United MNations already recognizes the importance and value of Buddhism.
This year, the Royal Thai Gowvernment, the Office of the National Buddhism, Buddhist
organizations, and Mahachulalongkomrajavidyalaya University have additionally established
celebrations to honor King Bhumibol Adulyade), on this Auspicions Occasion of His Majesty
the King's 80" Birthday.
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[ would like to congratulate the Royal Thai Government and other organizations
that have realized the importance of Visakha Puja and those who celebrate Visakha Puja
superbly as it has been inherited by us as our world-heritage.

A

i}

Fhra Wisutthathibodi
Wat Suthatsanathepwararam

Member of the Sangha Supreme Council

76



vaayTumuraigms  fifgualnouazniwaiimeides Tdduanudrigues
Tuimwyn Swiulsznouiisiswysedunslng vazendodliiluuransssumnavealan

aaoa 1
A

-
i

(3 ignmiud)
JAgAMIMMIIII

MITUMITUY AT TUINY

7



Message

United Nations Day of Vesak

Visakha Puja Day signifies the day Buddhists demonstrate reverence on the full moon
day in the sixth lunar month. This day is essentially significant for Buddhism, because it is
the day the Lord Buddha: was born, attained Full Enlightenment, and passed away, It has
been 2550 years since the Buddha last extended peace to the world - which by now,
undoubtedly, should be well-informed.  The birth and enlightenment demonstrate how

significant and great the Buddha was.

From a cultural point of view, the Buddha’s doctrine has been absorbed into the
minds and ways of life for humanity for centuries. We can see examples within architecture
and sculptural relics that never fail to reflect greatness and amaze observers. The Buddha’s
doctrine has been the principles paving the way in mental and spiritual development of
wisdom, and the reduction of conflicts based on principles of compassion derived from the
Buddha.

As for Thanland, it 15 fortunate enough fo have His Majesty the King - from the past
up to present time, who adopts and demonstrates Buddhist principles for governing the
country and helping to improve the conditions and lived of His people. People of Thailand
pride themselves to live under the shade of the His Majesty the King, and try to equally
follow His methods and upholding Buddhism for lasting local, national and global peace.

It is admirable that the United Nation sees the significance of Visakha Puja Day,
which is a far more significant event for the Buddha - resolving that Visakha Puja Day be an
intermational significant day. Humanity rejoices in hoping that light of the Dhamma will
show them methods away from conventional and ultimate sufferings — joining together to
commemorate the Buddha,

1 appreciated every department, various government agencies, the public sector, and

other organizations — for uniting and organizing Visakha Puja Day — marking its significance.

=S

Phra Sasanasophon
Wat Ratchabophit
Member of the Sangha Supreme Council
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Message
United Nations Day of Vesak

Wisakha Puja Day s one of the most significant davs for Buddhism, becaose it
connects three major events: the Birth, the Full Enlightenment, and Death of the Buddha

miraculously occurring on the same full moon day, but in different vears,

Buddhist believe this day is reserved for the Buddha, just as Makha Puja Day
commemorates or represents the Dhamma Day, and Asalha Puja Day serves as the Sangha

Day — completing tributes and celebrations towards the Triple Gems for the world.

The significance of this day is that Visakha Puja Day combines three major events
occurred in same day. It is also signified that the Buddha was fully enlightened — the
elimination of all cravings from the Buddha. If we Buddhists realize and venerate the Birth,
Enlightenment and Parimbbana of the Buddha - it will be far meaningful and valwable to
eliminate cravings from oneself.  On this holy day, Buddhists should therefore gather
together by observing Dhamma and eliminate personal cravings and perform wholesome
deeds.

This 15 the awspicious vear as it coincides with the 80™ Birth Anniversary of His
Majesty, the King — during 2550 B.E, and Thailand again has been honored to host the
international Visakha Day. [ whole-heartedly rejoice from our united celebrations during this

International Day of Vesak - which 1 believe will push Buddhism forward for a wiser global-

Phra Prommamethi
Wat Thepsirindrawa
Member of Supreme Sangha Council

heritage, with wisdom, forever.
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Message

United Nations Day of Vesak

Visakha Puja day is significant not only for Buddhist. but equally significant for all
mankind, because the noble teachings of the Buddha extended peacefully to every single type
of beings. He guided us to be tolerant and kind to all beings; and to create peace and
happiness for individuals, societies, countries, and for the entire world, Thus, Visakha Puja

Day is valuable, not only for Buddhists, but for humanity.

The United Mation considered the significance of the Buddha’s teachings - which
penerated peace and happiness across societies and humanity for centuries — and finally, it
was resolved that: “Vesak Day™ should become a significance day for the United Nation to be
proud of. This enables world’s Buddhists and others to rejeice and be proud of Buddhism for

its benefits to the world.

On the arriving of another cceasion coineiding with Vesak Day B.E 2550 - time has
come for us to united and practice the commemoration of the Buddha and for the celebration

of the 80" Anniversary of the Birthday of His Majesty the King.

I rejoiced with the Mahachulalongkornrajavidhyalava University for initiating and
organizing activities for Vesak Day and the International Buddhist Conlerence occurring on
the occasion of the United Nation Day of Vesak, B.E 2550. May the Conference be an

accomplishment and successful,

Stmyveymrit!

Phra Prommamuni
Wat Bovonnives Voravihara
Member of the Sangha Supreme Council
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Message

United Mations Day of Vesak

In this globalized society, people are engaging themselves in materials, or pleasures
acquired mainly to fulfill their desires, such as: comfortness or physical and other sensual
pleasures. Sometimes, people are extremely over-indulgent to be aware of true happiness for

their own benefits.

The teachings of the Buddha are relevant and reveal how to live our lives in a happier
way. That is the middle path which warned not to cling with desires or self-mortification -

realized as unnecessary, The middle-way path can mean (o live a self-sufficient life,

The Four Noble Truths: Suffering, Cause of Suffering, Cessation of Suffering and the
Eightfold Noble Path leading away from Suffering — were discovered by the Buddha. These
Four Noble Truths first start from the mind by having right views which ultimately lead to
cessation of sufferings. So when our mind is in deep peace, no other mental sufferings can
interrupt.  There is a saying in Dhammapada, thus: “Mind precedes all phenomena, mind is
their chiel, mind-made are they, 17 with a corrupted mind, one should either speak or act,

suffering follows eaused by that — as does the wheel to the ox's hoof pulling the cart.”

On this significant Visakha Puja Day occasion for world Buddhists, 1 therefore,
convey my best wishes to fellow Buddhists in every comer of the world by recollecting on

the Noble teachings of the Buddha as guidelines for their lives, forever.

M |

Phra Prommawethi
Wat Traimit
Member of the Sangha Supreme Council
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Message
United Nations Day of Vesak

Om this auspicious day of Wisakha Puja Day: commemorations of the full moon day of
Wisakha, falling on the sixth lunar month - mark the day the Buddha was born, attained full-
enlightenment, and entering the Mahaparinibbana - which miraculously took place in the
same day, but in different vears. These events oceurred due to the perfection accumulated by

the Buddha, countless times in his past lives, and are incomparable by anyone,

Therefore, Visakha Puja Day is connected directly with the Buddha, which is the best
opportunity for Buddhists all over the world to commemorate and express their gratimude to
the Buddha by observing wholesome deeds in accordance with teachings of the Buddha:
observing Sila {morality), Bhavana {meditation) and Dana (offerings) - according to tradition.
Only when we unite, numerous works can be camied out, fo serve as future good examples

for society.

I congratulate all Buddhist organizations leading by Thai Government, Sangha
Supreme Council and Mahachulalongkornrajavidhyalaya University, and other associated
individuals for their endeavors towards organizing Visakha Puja Day 2007/B.E. 2550, An the
same time this event is also essential for us to pay homage to the Buddha, All events which
are running signal that Thailand is the center of Buddhism to people, all over the world. This
is also good opportunity to shows our gratitude to the His Majesty the King on the celebration
of His 80™ Birt hday Anniversary.

With good intentions, 1 wish this YVisakha Celebration success and fruitfulness, and

may prosperity be with you all.

wnwmf»..w

Phra PFrommawachirayan
Wal Yannawa
Member of Sangha Supreme Council
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Message

United Nations Day of Vesak

Every full-moon day of sixth lunar month, the greatest Buddhist day for reverence
occurs; because, on this day: the Lord Buddha was born, attained full enlightenment, and
passing away — in different vears, Ewer since His Full Enlightenment, the Buddha traveled
and preached the noble teachings to humanity for 45 vears, until the day of his passing, 2550
vears ago. His teachings had spread out across the world, benefiting those who follow the
Dhamma for their happiness and prosperity in their lives. Even in times of suffering and pain,
the teachings of the Buddha help relieve the burdens for those who seek refuge in the Triple
Gems,

Visakha Puja Day B.E 2550, falls on the 7" lunar month but comes on 31 May; thus
Buddhists all over the world organize celebrations together in commemoration of the Buddha

- who rendered great service and welfare to humanity.

On this Visakha Puja Day, recognized by the United Mation, we Buddhists gather and
join faiths together for world-peace by all over the world by embracing the noble teachings of

the Buddha — to bring and generate happiness, globally.

,%‘; STy, mmnell

Phra Prommamethachan
Wat Bunyasirimattayarama
Member of the Sangha Supreme Council

-
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Messapge
United Mations Day of Vesak

Wesakha Puja is om the full moon of the & month. It is the great day that Siddhattha
Cptama came into the world. Later, he becarme Enlighiened and ever since — The Buddha's
[Mharmma became the superb-refuge that reduces the sulMering and illuminated the darkness in
peoples” mind. As the Buddha stated in the Buddhavagga, from the Dhammapada:

Bahwan ve savanem yarit pabiarars varaail oo
Arama-riwkkha cotavarl manwvsa Shava-tafjita
Nt Eho sarmoem bhewmon o etam savanmm atiemon

Nedpor saramam gt sabbo-dabbla geoisccai

A lot of people whi are threstened always go
T the moumtains, forests, temples and pagodas as a refuge.
That 1% not thee sugirerme refuge. That s the best refuge

Biecause a person who relies on that kind of refuge is not relieved from suffering.

Yo ca Budidfham ca dlammanm ca sargplam ca sirenam g
Catiari @ariar-Seocminl SarumaLEnRaya pasvatl

DhekEiam daibitfhassrmpppadem dekifiavag ca aiitenang
Ariyan ¢ werthengikan magran dabbl ‘upasom e-ganrinam
Erame fker srraitann Ehemiont Siant Saramam wiims et

Eranm saramms agamia sobiv-subklu pamiccatt

He wha has gome fior refuge to the Buchha, the Teaching and his COmder,
Penerrates with rranscendental wisdom tse Four Moble Trotls:
Suffering, the cause of suffering, the cessation of suffering,

And the Moble Eightfold Path leading to the cessation of suffering.
This indeed is the sofe refuge, this the refuge supreme:

Having gone 1o such a refuge, one is neleased from all sutfering.

All the contradichions existing, are the results of human mental-soffering,  War and
fighting are actually concrete contradictions from the mind. The teachings of the Buddha pay
attention to the cessation of the suffering at the root of the problems. Therefore, even though
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the Buddha passed away 2,530 years ago, his Dhamma - “discovered”, still gives happiness
and peace 1o humanity,

Visaka Puja Day is important not only for Buddhists, but for all of humanity — as the
Lnited Mations General Assembly recognized.

The reasons behind the United MNations Day of Vesak celebrutions are similar to the
ideals of the United Mations, which are: to create the understanding betwesn people, focus on

harmony and encourage peace.

Coancidently, this B.E.25350, Thailand and imternational Buddhists celebrate the Day
of Wesak in Thailand, along with the Auspicious Occasion of The King's st Birthday. 1
would like 1o congratulate everyone who has participated in this sucoess,

%hwfﬁ;%f

Fhrea Frommamaoli
‘Wat Phichayatikaram
Mermber of the Sangha Supreme Council
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Message
United Nations Day of Vesak

As we know that Visakha Puja Day is important and meaningful not only for Buddhist
people, but also for humanity — we all gather together to commemeorate the Buddha who has
brought peace and happiness to the human world. He teaches people 1o have wisdom while
leading their lives, to be compassionate, and to help all animals. From his teachings: “You
all should go forth, wandering - for the benefit and happiness of all deities and humans™,

During these 2,395 vears, the Dhamma of the Buddha has not only brightened the
dark world, but also raised happiness — leading people to study and practice the Dhamma.
Peaple realize the value and importance of Buddhadhamma — collaborating principles with
science for directing wisdom and freedom.

Visakha Puja day is valuable and important for humanity. The United Nations
General Assembly recognized the Day of Vesak as an Intermational Day of the United
Mations, This is the good sign that encourages Buddhists in this century to study and practice
Dhamma more seriously until it becomes powerful to drive world peace and happiness.

In B.E.2550, Buddhists around the world all come to celebrate Visakha Puja Day in
Thailand to commemorate the Buddha and practice the Dhamma, as offerings to the Buddha.
Additionally, it is to celebrate the Anniversary of the King's Birthday.

I would also like to thank the government for supporting the celebration of Visakha
Puja Day, and appreciations to Mahachulalongkomrajavidyalaya University for coordinating
this international meeting. I wish this meeting and all activities proceed effectively and can
impress and raise the happiness of all participants.

Mav the power of the Buddha, the Dhamma and the Sangha bless you all for happiness and

peacefulness, under the shadow of Buddhism.

Moo ool

Phra Thammakittimethi
Wat Samphanthawongsaram

Member of the Sangha Supreme Council
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Messape
United Wations Day of Vesak

Vesak has come around once more, Thailand is greatly honoured in being asked to
host the United Nations Day of Vesak in 2007, which will be held in conjunction with the 4th
International Buddhist Conference that will be attended by some 2,500 Buddhist leaders and

scholars from over 60 couniries,

The main  objective  of the Conference, coordinated in the main by
Mahachulalongkornrajavidvalaya University, is to foster good relationships with other
Buddhists around the world, to exchange ideas with them, to see how the Dhamma might best
be propagated, and how we might all work collectively in the future for the further

development of Buddhism.,

The United Mations Day of Vesak, and the International Buddhist Conference, will
together form part of the general celebrations marking the 80ith Anniversary of the Birth of
His Majesty, the King of Thailand, which falls on December 5 2007.

In my capacity as Chair of the International Organising Committee for the UN Day of
Wesak 2007, may | express the wish that you all be happy, prosperous, and achieve the
highest possible progress in the Lord Buddha's teaching.

Saddhammc ciram titthatu—May the True Dhamma long remain.

£ 0. Ksrogaar

{Phra Dharmakosajam)
Fector, Mahachulalongkomrajavidyvalaya University
Chairman, International Organizing Committee
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Message

United Nations Day of Vesak

Visakha Puja Day is important for Buddhists around the world - especially for both
ordained and lay Buddhists, and organizations to revere the Buddha on the full moon day of
Wisakha to recollect the kindness the Buddha held for humanity, The meaning and concept of
Visakha Puja Day: it is the day that the Buddha was born, became Enlightened and passed
away — ocourring on the full moon day of the 6" lunar month, but in different years, This is
the word’s great triple-miracle:

Birthday: After he was bom, he took seven steps, were lotuses bloomed below to
support his feet; then he roared that he is the greatest man for the world and that this birth is
his last one - never to be subjected to rebirth. That day is also the birthday of: (1) his cousin -
Venerable Ananda; (2) Channa, his care-taker; (3) the horse Kantaka; (4) his childhood friend
- Kaludayi Thera: (5) his wife - Yasodhara: (6) The Sacred Bodhi Tree: (7) and treasury at 4
directions

Enlightenment Day: After his Enlightenment, he taught the Four Noble Truths to the
five ascetic-disciples — imitiating his role as the Great Teacher for this world-svatem, He has
moral purity, wisdom and compassion - and is the refuge for deities, humans, animals and
other beings of the three-world system. He has propagated Buddhism for 45 years,

Final MNirvana: After propagating Dhamma until his message prospered and since his
disciples became highly-skilled and knowledgeable in Dhamma-Vinaya, he appointed the
Dhamma-Vinaya as his successor. Moments later, he passed away on the full moon of the 6"
lunar month, which coincidently fell on the same day as his birthday and enlightenment day.

Therefore, we should congratulate Buddhists from all sectors — especially: the Roval Thai
Government, Office of National Buddhism, Mahachulalongkomeajavidyalaya
University, and other Buddhist organizations establishing Visakha Puja Day celebrations and
for reverence according to tradition, as occurring since ancient times. This shows gratitude

and our declarations for the Lord Buddha and great Buddhadhamma for humanity.

'\'|.\_
Iy FI Sy e
Phra Thepdilok

President

The Mational Centre for Buddhism Promotion
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Message

United Nations Day of Vesak

Visakha Puja Day or the Puja on the full moon day of the Visakha lunar month - is the
day the Buddha was bomn, attained Full Enlightenment and passed away. The existence of
Buddhism for the last 2595 years has revealed the values and significance of the Buddha’s
doctrine which he preached to living beings under the cyele of birth, suffering and ignorance
— to become illuminated by Dhamma so they may become liberated from sufferings, and find

the supreme happiness, known as Nibbana,

Therefore, every Buddhist give special significance 1o Vesak Day as the wonderful
day of the Great One, the Enlightened One, who was born, became fully enlightened, and
passing away — on the full moon day of Visakha, which cccurred on the same day — but in
different yvears. His attainments are incomparable by Gods, Evils, and Brahmas due to the

results of his accumulated perfections.

Buddhist organizations in Thailand; representatives from the Roval Thar Government;
the Sangha Supreme Council; and Mahachulalongkornrajavidhyalaya in cooperation with
related organizations have helped to organize this “United WNations Day of Vesak™, and
declared to the World and to Buddhists, that Thailand is the center of Buddhism which has

successfully practiced since ancient times.

| appreciate every related Buddhist organization involved in the organizing of this

years” Vesak Day and wish them success, and to uphold Buddhism — as historically

il B

Phra Theppariyvatthiwimon
Wat Bovonnives
Acting Rector of Mahamakut Buddhist University

coexisting with Thailand.
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Message
From
His Excellency General Surayud Chulanont
Prime Minister of Thailand

On the Occasion of Annual YVesak Day 2550

Visakhabucha, which falls on the Full-Moon Day of May every vear, is an important
day for Buddhism because it is the day on which the Lord Buddha was born, gained full-
enlightenment and passing away. It is also the day we reflect on three gqualities embodied in
the Lord Buddha: wisdom, purity and compassion that extends to all beings equally, The
Untied MNations sees the importance of the Dhamma, the essential inheritance of Buddhism,
which itself is one of the oldest religions in the world. This is why the United MNations has
recagnized Visakhabucha as an important day of the world,

This year the Kingdom of Thailand and her people are hosting the International
Buddhist Conference on the United Nations Day of Vesak on 26-29 May. The conference is
sponsored by the Royal Thai Government, with the participation of both public and private
sector, as well as the Sangha who come together in unity to organize various religious
activities in order 1o inform and enlighten the people of the values of the Buddha's teaching.
These values are beneficial not just for Buddhists but also for the entire humankind.

The Visakhabucha Celebrations of 255072007 coincide with the Celebrations on the
Auspicious Occasion of His Majesty King Bhumibol Adulyadej's 80" Year Anniversary. His
Majesty is a true exemplary follower of the Lord Buddha, with immense faith in, and is a
great patron { Buddhamamaka) of, the Buddhist religion.

Om behali of the Roval Government of Thailand I would like (o thank each and every
sector for organizing, as homage to the Fully-Enlightened One, the Visakha activities through
dhamma practices as well as the discussion of Buddhist principles, spreading further the
Blessed One’s message. These collective efforts will certainly bring about happiness and
peace for the world community and the whole human beings.
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Message
United Nations Day of Vesak

Visakha Buja is the worship on the full moon day of Visakha — the 6™ lunar month,
It was the day the Buddha: was borm, became enlightened and passed away which - was on
the same day and month in different vears, Therefore, it is important for recollecting the
Buddha. The Dhamma relating to the Buddha's Birthday, Enlightenment and Nibbana is:
gratitude, the Four Moble Truths, and mindfulness or carefulness.  All the Dhammas of the
Buddha direct humanity to be compassionate and patient towards each other in order to raise
peace in the world society, Therefore, Visakha Puja Day is, additionally, an important day

for the world.

This year, B.E.2550, the Royal Thai Government and Sangha community have
established Buddhist activities that encourage people to understand Buddhist principles and
lo apply that Dhamma in their daily lives until they can reach the highest goal: reliel from all

sufferings.

For Visakha Puja Day, this year - | am so glad to have a chance to support the
celebration and other activities. [ would like to thank all departments and sectors that have
set up activities designed to demonstrate our respect towards the Buddha, This stimulates
Buddhist consciousness and understanding amongst the people and benefits the lives of
Buddhists, Additionally, it also supports the stability of Buddhism and peace for global

society in the future.
%yﬁmmu_g

H.E. Paiboon Watthanasivitham
Deputy Prime Minister
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Message
United Nations Day of Vesak

According to the resolution of the United Nation General Assembly on 13 December
B.E 2542, it recogmesd Vesak Day as an intermationally sigmificant day and, resolved that
celebration should be held annually. In Thailand, the Sangha. in cooperation with the
Gowvernment and civil sector — will hold annual celebrations,

From inheriting the resolution of Buddhists all over the world; organizing the events
for the celebration of Vesak Day in B.E 2549 - in which over 49 countries participated; and
for the celebration of 80" Birthday Anniversary of His Majesty the King of Thailand, with
support from the Royal Thai Government - Mahachulalongkorrajavidyalaya University
takes the lead in organizing the celebration of international Day of Vesak Day during 26-29
May, at the Buddhamondhon Auditorium, Nakhon Pathom, and United Nations Convention

Center, in Bangkok.

The organizing of the Day of Vesak demonstrates the cooperation between various
groups and Buddhist organizations - from the nation to international levels for spreading
Buddhist principles — illusieating that Buddhism is one of the world's most important
civilization - through academics, rites and ways of life. Additionally, it also shows
gratefulness to Buddhism which resulted in the spiritual development of humanity, Besides,
it is also an opportunity for Buddhists to pay homage to the Buddha through practicing the
Buddha's teachings and for the fostering of Buddhism,

I am proud to be involved in this international event, on the celebration of Vesak Day
B.E 2550, I thank every sector, international Buddhist organizations, and
Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University in uniting and holding this event with success,
for commemorating 1o the Buddha, and signifving ‘umity” through living life with un-
carelessness and compassion to one-another, as the starting point to social-improvement - for

happiness to the world as a whole.

Assoc. Prof. Dr. Thirapat Serirangsan
Mimister to Office of Prime Minister
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Message

United Nations Day of Vesak

WVisakha Puja Day recognized by the Unifed Nation is a significant day Tor the world.
Based on the 1999 United Mation General Assembly resolution, Visakha Puja day is
significant not merely for Buddhists, but equally significant for all, in general. The noble
teachings of the Buddha are greatly valuable for humanity as he taught us to be generous and
tolerant for the welfare and peace of society: and ultimately — liberation from worldly

suffering,

It is admirable that in B.E 2550, again another opportunity ¢ame for Thailand to unite
together and show their respect and gratefulness to His Majesty the King on "The Celebration
on the Auspicions Occasion of His Majesty the King's g0 Birthday Anniversary, 5
December 2007 - but will begin celebrations starting on 1 January 2007/B.E. 2550, Thus,
the celebration of Visakha Puja Day is an extra-special significant event, more than ever, for

this vear.

O the occasion of the United Nations Day of Vesak B.E 2550, as the representative
from the Ministry of Culture, | am delighted to be part of the organizing of the events and
activities. | would like o extend my heartfelt support and appreciation (o organizers and
many other people who are sharing responsibility. May every function of the activities be

successful and bring happiness and welfare for the further existence of Buddhism,

(Khunying Khaisri Sriaroon)

The Minister of Culture
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Goodwill Message
United Nations Day of Vesak

According to the United MWation resolution that recognized the Day of Vesak as an
imtermational significant day on 13 December 1999, Buddhist all over the world rejoiced with
the resolution. The Day of Vesak is significant for Buddhism as it is the day three miraculous
events took place, but in different vears: in one day-the birth, later — the attainment of the Full
Enlightenment, and finally — the passing away — all taking place during the sixth lunar month.
This year, the Day of Vesak arrives and falls on 31 May 2007/B.E. 2550. Buddhists all over

the world will emerge themselves in this event

For the celebration of the Day of Vesak B.E 2550, Thailand has again been honored
to host the United Nations Day of Vesak and the International Buddhist Conference.
Furthermore, it is admirable that this B.E 2550, Thai people gratefully join together to
celebrate and honor His Majesty the King on His go™ Birthday Anniversary celebration.
Thus, celebrations for Day of Vesak hold great significance,

On this occasion of the United Mations Day of Vesak, as the representative of the
peaple of Bangkok, we extremely delighted to be part of this significant, international event,
I wish the events and Buddhist Conference to be successful, bring peace to humanity, and
prosperity to Buddhism - forever,

Mr. Aphirak Kosayothin
Governor of Bangkok
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Message

United Nations Day of Vesak

Visaka Puja Day is very important to Buddhists, This day is as significant; it is the
day the Buddha was bomn, became Enlightened and passed away on the full moon day of the
6" lunar month, Buddhist people all appreciate this day and therefore have the special honor
for reverence towards the Buddha on this Visaka Puja Day. The Enlightenment of the
Buddha has brought happiness, warmth and wisdom to humanity, His Enlightenment is our

great inheritance for our global heritage.

Visaka Puja Day B.E.2550, in Thailand, sponsored by the Royal Thai Government
and Sangha Community have established the Buddhist activities encouraging people to
understand the principles of Buddhism and apply them into their daily life — as the prime

objective of Buddhism: relief from suffering.

For this Visaka Puja Day, | am so glad to have a chance to support the celebration and
other activities. 1 would like 1o thank all departments and sectors for setting up activities
demonstrating our respect for the Buddha, This provides understanding, knowledge and

wisdom to and for the people; and solidifies and stabilizes Buddhism; and currently brings

N

Mpr. Pricha Kanthiva

peace for the globalized world.

Dhirector-General

Department of Religiows Affairs
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Message
United Nations Day of Vesak

In Thailand there are three main institutions: the Mation, the Religion and the
Monarchy — all-pervading deep into the minds of the Thai people, united together. In the
history of Thailand, Buddhism has been the national religion for centuries and is valued in the

minds of Thai people - from generation to generation.

Buddhism demonstrates correct and wholesome ways of life, in accordance with the
teaching, through: attentiveness, gratefulness, hammony, and non-violence - from valuing in

the world.

Despite difference in religion, language and culture and socip-economic conditions,
humans are basically “egual”. because it 15 in the nature of human-beings to possess a higher
mind and clear comprehension of justice. The Dhamma or principles derived from the
Buddha's teachings are natural and true laws. Thus, from the proper practice of Dhamma:

Buddhists have the duty and self-responsibility for global happiness and peace,

The organizing of B.E. 2530 Visakha Puja Day is significant for propagating
Buddha's teachings as universal principles and essential tools for developing life.
Furthermore, it is also an opportunity 1o demonstrate cooperation at the various
organizational and agency-levels of Buddhist followers, globally, creating solidarity and
understanding towards greater peace: individually, in the communities, nationally, in other

countries and across the entire globe.

On this auspicious opportunity, [ appreciate vour good intentions towards the

organization of this event and, hope that I will be a part of organizing the same event, next time.

G

Mrs. Chularat Bunyakon
Director
Office of National Buddhism
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Message

United Nations Day of Vesak

Visakha Puja day is one of the important days for Buddhists, commemorating the
compassion of the Buddha. Buddhists around the world realize the importance of this day
and show their gratitude to the Buddha by applying Buddhist principles to their daily lives by

stressing responsibility for their duties appropriately and non-deviation from righteousness.

Thailand has hosted the international activities for the Visakha Puja Day this 26-29
May B.E.2550 - to recognize the greatness of Buddhism for the humanity,
Mahachulalongkornrajavidayalaya  University, government sectors and  Buddhist
organizations have organized the conference to exchange opinions and experience of
propagating Buddhism and practicing Dhamma - in the context of the modern world,
additionally, the conference is designed to develop and support Buddhadhamma - the laws of
the nature, to demonstrate to global humanity.

I really wish that the international Buddhist activities on this Vsaaka Puja Day will
attain the goals, provide knowledge and understanding to all Buddhists and other religions.
This is because we are all equal to do good things to cach other by giving and receiving,
leading to the balance between evervone. Then we can also live together and bring real peace
to the world.

.I'lﬁ-fJ '-J-.m.w:{

Mr. Phaen Wannamethi
Chairman

The World Fellowship of Buddhists
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Message
United Nations Day of Vesak

The United Nations has recognized The Day of Vesak — as well as most of the world
and all Buddhists. This day is very important; it is the day that the Buddha was bomn, became
enlightened and passed away - on the full moon of the 6" month — in different YEars,
Buddhists commemorate and revere the greatness of the Buddha. His enlightenment and the
Dhamma teach and bring peace to the people. The world inherits this great tradition and
legacy.

The establishment of Visakha Puja this year coincides with the King's 80" Birthday.
The Beloved King is always in the hearts of the people. He has ruled with the righteousness
of Dhamma and his behaviors are the examples for being a good Buddhist,

On this Visakha Puja Day, the important day for the world - T would Like to
congratulate everyone who helped to organize the activities -~ a manner towards respecting
the Buddha, These support-activities provide Buddhist-understanding and are applicable for

the people to incorporate into people in their daily-lives, and this supports the stability of

Buddhism.
394

Mr. Anurut Wongvanit
President
Young Buddhists Association of Thailand
Under Royal Patronage
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Message

United Nations Day of Vesak

Visakha Puja Day is the most important day for Buddhists around the world, because
it is the day: the Buddha was born, became enlightened and passed away - on the same day
and same lunar month — in different years, As we commemorate the greatness of the Buddha
whose Enlightenment brought happiness and warmth to humanity — indeed, there is special

reverence occurring on “Visakha Puja Day™.

The United Mation considered: Buddhism is one of the oldest religions of the world
and witnesses the significance of the Buddhadhamma. Therefore, the United Nations General
Assembly recognized the Day of Vesak as an Intermational Day of the United Mations. The
commemorations for Visaka Puja Day, this year, are not only to pay respect to the Buddha,
but also to celebrate His Majesty the King's a0 Birthday. He is the great Buddhist
possessing confidence in Buddhism and guides from the nghteousness of the Dhamma,

throughout his reign.

During this year's occasion for celebrating Visakha Puja, [ would like to congratulate
everyone who has participated in all activities, coordinating for the international Visakha

Puja Day in the B.E.2550. [ wish for this celebration to run smoothly and suecessfully,
1 ..«w/ ‘?M"‘J"n/
NI4T o
/ f

Mr. Natthaphat Inthuphuti
President
The Buddhist Association of Thailand

Under Roval Patronage
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UNITED NATIONS NATIONS UNIES

THE SECRETARY-GENERAL
MESSAGE ON THE OCCASION OF THE DAY OF VESAK
Ban 27 May 2007

Detivered by Mr. Kim Hak-Su
Executive Secretary of the Economic and Sociel Commission for Asia and the Pacijic

It gives me great pleasure to send you my grectings on this happy eccasion, which
celebrates the birth, enlightenment and passing of Gawtama Buddha,

More than 2,500 vears on, the Buddha's teachings continued to guide and give meaning
to the lives of millions of people agross the world. This annual observance provides his followers
with an opportunity to reaffirm their devotion to those ideals, and to highlight the principles of
compassion, understanding and peace preached by the Buddha,

These values are timeless, but their celebration today 15 highly timely. Evenis of recent
years have created a growing gulf between communities and nations. They have lead 1o a
worrying rise in intolerance and cross-cultural tensions, Reversing these trends has become vital
o long-term peace and stability in our world,

This requires every one of us look beyond our narrow short-terim self-interests. As the
Buddha teaches, we must be mindful of our words and actions, and their effects on people
around us. We must recognize our essential interdependence, and we place the well-being of our
communities and of all humanity on a par with our own.

On this Day of Vesak, let us all - Buddhists and non-Buddhists alike — resolve to deal
with our fellow human beings graciously and objectively, without hatred or ill will. Let us strive
every day to improve both ourselves and our world. In that spirit, [ wish vou all a most enriching
Day of Vesak.
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Message
United Nations Day of Vesak

The Full Moon-day of Vesak is very important to Buddhists. [t was on this very
sacred day (in different vears) that Prince Siddhattha’s birth, Enlightenment and
Mahaparinibbana (death) occurred - so, it is known as the “Thrice-Sacred Day™ to Buddhists
all over the world. On this avuspicious day, the United Nations and the Royal Thai
Government have arranged this international conference of world Buddhist leaders and
scholars, to discuss the theme of “Buddhist Contributions to Good Governance and
Development,” an essential topic in today’s increasingly unstable world. This conference
will play a vital role for establishing world peace and prosperity from the light of Buddhism.
This year, the 80" Birthday of His Majesty the King of Thailand will also be celebrated, in
Buddhamonthon and at the United Mations Convention Center, in Bangkok respectively.

I, along with a team of delegates attended last year’s event. On this thrice-sacred
occasion, I am delighted to have been invited to attend the holy ceremony again. 1 have
gladly accepted the invitation and will be present, along with my delegates,

It is also a great pleasure for me to attend birthday celebrations for His Majesty the
King of Thailand, and T wish him good health and a happy, prosperous life,

I would also like to take this opportunity - to wish you all success.

H.H. Sangharaj Dharmsen Mahathero
Supreme Patriarch Buddhist of Bangladesh

The Supreme Sangha Council of Bangladesh
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SPEECH OF
HIS HOLINESS SANGHARAJAH BOUR KRY
SUPREME PATRIARCH
OF DHAMMAYLT ORDER OF CAMBODIA

O the United Nations Day of Vesak Celebration

Banghkok, 26-29 May B.E.2550/2007

Yours Holiness,

Most Venerable, Yenerahle,
Excellencies,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

First of all, please allow me to express my heartfelt thanks to the orgamizers,
especially to the Royal Government of Thailand, and Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalya
University for their kind invitation. It is a privilege and a pleasure for me to address this
prestigious assemnbly.

Buddhism is recognized by Royal Government of Cambodia, which also
acknowledges that Buddhism is a strong partner with development, Buddhist monks play a
vital role in social work, education, human rights protection, and environmental protection.
This is achieved via participation from both government and civil society. Cambodian
Buddhist monks are also involved with HIV/AIDS awareness,  This 15 one example
demonstrating how Buddhists contribute to good governance and development within
Cambodia. Buddhist Temples always work closely with local communities, Monks engage
in social activities and also provide five Buddhist precepts to adults and school children.

We live in a multi-cultural society and, in communities where the establishment of
cordial relations with other nations and other faiths 15 vital - there are people whose eyes are
not completely covered with dust. They see the interest in living in a world in which
harmony reigns, with cordial understanding and mutual respect for various tvpes of
communities and faiths,

The Buddhist Doctrinal practice must be put into our daily lives. It is up to the four
kinds of disciples of the Lord Buddha: Bhikkhus (monks), Nuns, Upasaka (laymen), and
Upasika {laywomen), and other members of the Buddhist Community.

Yours Holiness,

Most Venerable, Venerable,
Excellencies,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

It is time for us, with our different ethnic and religious communities, to cultivate
respect for each other and to leave a better world for our children and future generations.

Make it, so that our life was worth living!

May all beings live in peace and in serenity!
I thank you for vour attention.
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& Eom denles
Bevsens sardud]
President of 5n Lanka

President of Sri Lanka

Message

[ am extremely happy to send my greeting in respect of the International
Vesak Celebration to be held in Bangkok, and at UNCESCO Head Quarters,
with the participation of 50 countries to mark the completion of 2550 years to
Buddha Sasana.

Annual Celebration of this event will invariably lead for the perpetuity of
Buddhist order and then to that of a virtuous Society,

It is indeed a great pleasure for Sri Lankan Buddhists to note that the
Vesak Festival 158 globally organized with such way gay gay grandeur and
splendor.

| salute the International Buddha Jayanthi Committee and its Sri Lanka
representative Ven. Akurativa Nanda Nayaka Thero, for the unflinching
commitment in promoting worthy course.

Blessing of the Triple Gem be upon all of you.

%—}""‘rﬁ ’
o~

President Mahinda Rajapakse

February 23, 2007

@

& poon oo oioEnf cmion
Skt A piwe GRS Rguge
Democratic Socials Republic of 5n Lanka
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MESSAGA
OF PRIE MINICTER VIETNAM

To:
- The Roval Thai Government,
-H.E. MRE. Chirman of the Intermational Crgamzing
Committee of the United Nations Vesak Day,
- Distinguished guesis in the United Mations Veasak Day 2007 in Thailand,

On the occasion of the United Nations WVesak Day 2007 to be held in
Bangkok, the Kingdom of Thailand, on behalf of the Socialist Republic of Vietnam
and personally, 1 would like to send my warmest congratulations to the Rowal Thai
Government, and most Venerable . Chairman of the International Organizing Committee
of the United MNations Vesak Dav and all the distinguished guests in the United
Mations Vesak Day.

The Government of Vietnam Welcomes the resolution adopted by the United
Nations on recognition of the university and the thrice sacred celebrations of the
Vesak Day. The organization of this anniversary is an international religious and
cultural event of great significance in contribution to the friendship, solidarity and
mutual understanding among the peoples and Buddhists of countries.

Vietnam has always respected and assured the right to freedom of religion
and belief of the people. The community of Buddhists is Vietnham has been long
established and preserves the tradition of unity with the people and the fatherland. The
Government of Vietnam welcomes and is willing to host the United Nations Vesak
Day 2008, expressing its high support for the abovementioned resolution of the United
Nations, for the sake of peace, democracy, development and social progress,

I wish the United Nations WVesak Day 2007 in Bangkok, the Kingdom, the
Kingdom of Thailand good suecess.

Please accept my warmest regards./,
Meguyen Tan Dung

Prime Minister
The Socialist Republic of Vietnam
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Message
United Nations Day of Vesak

It is & great honor and privilege for me to extend a message on behalf of French Buddhists in
France, to the United Nations Day of Vesak celebration in Bangkok, Thailand on 26-29™ May 2007,
which commemorate the thrice-sacred evenis: the Birth, Enlightenment, and Death of the Sakymuni
Gotama, the Buddha, the founder of Buddhism.

I take this opportunity to congratulate the main organizers of this celebration, especially the
Royal Tha Government, Mahachulalomgkomrajavidhyalaya University and other parners for their
efforts and generous contributions in successfully organizing this historical event for the 3" time in
the Kingdom of Thailand. The United Nations Day of Wesak Celebration in Thailand 2007 marks, in
the history of Buddhism, another auspicious and historically significant oceasion. 1t will also be a
joint celebration of His Majesty the King of Thailand®s 80th Birthday.

Buddhism is recognized today as a universal religion throughout the world. Its significant
contribution to sociely has become increasingly more important towards establish lasting peace,
which is badly needed in today’s modern world,  The theme of the celebration: “The Buddhist
Contribution to Good Governance and Development’, is a very relevant subject. We need to find
urgent and effective solutions to eradicate ethnic and religious conflict, violence, intolerance, poverty,
social injustice, and to establish harmonious societies.

The Enlightened One, the Buddha, as the founder of this noble religion addressed his message
of sclfless service with boundless compassion not only to kings, princes and nobles, but also to the
poor, lowly and needy. He revolied against all Kinds of human discrimination and sought to establish
social justice, democracy and freedom as rights for all human beings. He declared the road of
spiritual development open to all. Anyone, in every condition of life could achieve perfection,

The Buddha advised the wniversal monarch how to govern a state, perfoctly, and with
religious tolerance when peace was threatened.  Social and spintual progress are equally encouraged
in Buddhism; and even though, the Buddha did ot show an interest in politics, he adimitted that the
republican form of Government was an ideal model state to establish good govemance and
development.  Therefore, | strongly believe that Buddhist leaders around the world who will gather in
the Kingdom of Thailand dunng the four days of celebrations will discuss the theme and find better
solutions to establish human security and sustainable peace.

I wish a great success of your deliberations in Bangkok, Thailand.

By Ven. Dr. T. Dhammaratana
WFB Vice-President and Hon. President
Of French Buddhast Union, France
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Messape
United Nations Day of Vesak
26-29 May 2007

It is both and honor and a pleasure to have been invited to the United Nations Day of
Wesak 2007 as a representative of Mexico, Vesak is the most important date on the Buddhist
calendar; and in many Theravada countries, this date is used to mark a new Buddhist year.
Therefors this yvear's Vesak will mark the beginning of the year B.E. 2550 since the Buddha's

passing away.

Owver these many centuries the Buddhadhamma has spread across the world touching
the lives of so many people; and the fact that vou have a representative from Mexico for this
2550th celebration of Vesak in Thailand, one of the strongholds of Theravada Buddhism, is

an eloguent indication of this reality.

This yearly international celebration to commemorate the three important events in
the life of the Buddha: His Birth, Enlightenment and Passing Away, is relevant for several
reasons. Here | would like to mention a couple of them. The presence at this celebration of a
large number of Buddhist leaders from different countries lends to the central message that
our religion deserves special emphasis. In this violent world we should take advantage of this
special occasion and visibility to highlight the Buddha's message that peace is only possible
through peace, that to seek a solution to violence through violence would never work for the
welfare of mankind. This is one of the central messages of the Buddha to this violent world;

and this Vesak celebration is our opportunity to proclaim this loudly to the world,

[t is true that there is much suffering in the world, In fact this is the first Noble Truth
of Buddhism. But a great part of that suffering is caused by humans. This suffering, caused
by humans to other humans, is preventable-suffering; and preventable suffering is a kind of
suffering that can be avoided if people understand how to do that, This is a second reason
why this celebration of Vesak is relevant. It is our duty as Buddhist leaders to show the

world how to reduce the amount of suffering through the practice of the Buddha's teachings.
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The Enlightenment of the Buddha teaches ws the need to develop wisdom and
compassion; and on this auspicious occasion we should not only renew our personal
commitment to develop both wisdom and compassion, but also to find skillful ways to teach

others how to reduce this kind of preventable suffering.

It is my wish that this Vesak would mark the beginning of a new year where much
progress can be made towards the accomplishment of peace through peace — and the wisdom
to teach others how to reduce suffering. that is, the suffering we humans cause to other

humans,

May the Buddha's teaching illuminate the way of all of us for the peace and welfare of

all beings!

Bhikkhu Nandisena
Abbiot
Dhamma Vihara Mexico
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Message
United Nations Day of Vesak

WORLD HARMONY AND BUDHDISM

Buddha was one of the pioneers who introduced democracy, more than 2600 years
ago. According to the Buddhist Vinaya, when monks gather to discuss issues relating to
monk’s life or to resolve dispute, they read out a motion first. The motion is read three times
before monks come to a final resolution. Onee a resolution is passed, everyone in the monk-
community is expected to follow and observe it, strictly.

Without guestion, the principle behind this practice is the six principles of harmony:
to stay together in peace; to speak without 11l will; to think as one united community; to
observe the same regulations or laws; to share equally and to come to resoluteness.

It is clear from the above instructions, given by the Buddha, that we should respect all
beings equally, since we are all alike, We may differ from one another in terms of our size
and our physical appearances but, we all posses similar minds and physical bodies. As all
beings are to be treated equally, we should not impose bad or evil thoughts on others just like
wie, ourselves, would like to be respected and treated well, These are basic and essential core
values for anyone wishing to live in harmony with the world.

Today's world s filled with trouble and violence.  We, as Buddhists, should
disseminate the message of loving-kindness and compassion to the world. Loving-kindness
and compassion are vital and supreme virtwes that transcend all racial and religious
differences. 1t i the aspiration of all mankind to live in peace, Any disputes can be resolved
harmoniously.

However, how do we propagate this harmonious message to the whole world? We
hope that all national leaders will promote these values, It would be excellent if these values
were integrated into the education system, from kindergarten to university. The media must
also disseminate these values.

Maybe the United Nations could allocate a month annually, for the world to cultivate
mutual respect and mutual understanding amongst difTerent races and religions,

We hope, in future, that we may turn the world into a good place for all human
beings.

Ven. Seck Kwang Phing
Secretary-General
Singapore Buddhist Federation
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Message
The United Nations Day of Vesak

Most Venerable Thich Quang Ba,
Dear Respected Brothers and Sisters of the Worldwide Mahasangha,

May [ take this august opportunity to pay my hearty homage to you all, hopefully that
fogether we could always be able to uphold our brotherhood/sisterhood in the joint noble
endeavour of studying, practising, realising and disseminating the Dhamma everywhere for
the sake of world peace and sentient beings” mutual respect and spiritual contribution.

Az our 6.4 billion co-inhabitants in this secular world scem to face more uncertainty
in life and increasing hostility in their living environment, it is now more necessary than ever
that we - late disciples of the Enlightened One - must find new ways and means (o
effectively convey His Messages of Loving-Kindness, Compassion and Harmony to Ten
Directions, far and wide.

During the last 2551 years, most parts of Asia have benefited enormously from Lord
Sakyamuni Buddha's Teachings which have blessed and guided many tribes, communities,
countries, and regions towards prosperity, civilisation, and civil society, which contribute to
a world of relatively less bloodshed, fewer wars, high standard of moral values and culture,
Well-equipped with this invaluable Buddhist influence, let us - the international peace-loving
Buddhist community - enhance our solidarity, improve our collaboration and expand our
cooperation in retaining and developing those much-needed values for our own Sangha, our
lay fellow Buddhists, our temples, our villages, our towns and our nations - and definitely
and collectively for our very chaotic and fragile world,

If we try to encourage evervone amoengst our Buddhist brothers, sisters and their
relatives and friends to consume less and enjoy themselves sensibly, in order to give more
and care deeper, then we could hope that our future generations will not face a terrible world
devoid of good quality and safe living conditions. World peace can only come from
conscious and compassionate mind.

| hope, with the Kingdom of Thailand playing a leading role in terms of bringing
together the leaders of many national Buddhist Congregations, Orders, Sects and Lineages,
that this UN Conference would be able to initiate and carry out certain joint projects, such as
training more capable Sangha meditators and lay preachers using diversified layers of
Canonical scriptures and multiple world/regional languages, and such as regular
international/regional leadership seminars in which participants can exchange their
experience, achievements and difficulties, discuss and share their concerns, and contribute
their effort and ideas for achievable solutions - all Tor a prevailing Dhamma atmosphere
throughout this universe,

Let us, members of the world Sangha, be working together and strengthening our
own capabilities of spreading the Dhamma to the wider society without, or with as little as
possible — reliance on the conditional supports from secular authorities, in particular, from
political forces, We the Sangha would respect the good laws of the land but we may need to
safeguard our own legitimacy and our very existence from any kind of control exercised over
us by any external power, even by virtue of protection — ostensible or otherwise - of our
Dhamma traditions,
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In spite of the unequal and unjust historical relationships imposed by the West and
MNorth on the East and South over the past centuries, the South/East’s noble non-hierarchical
and de-centralised Buddhist cireles have been able to transmit and introduce the Dhamma to
the Morth/West society, as part of recent trends in cultural. economic and political
interactions in a globalised world, Now with the past 20 vears” innovative inspirations and
strong commitment of the Sangha in the NorthWest and their many resource-rich academic
programs and socially engaged movements, the tradition of quietness and endurance
practised by the Sangha in the South/East has been uplifted and encouraged in many ways,

I believe that this 21¥ Century is the best ever time and opportunity for our World
Sangha to open up their non-substantiated *borders” for the sake of our Dhamma heritage to
be better and wider communicated.

It is 114 vears since the 1893 Chicago’s Parliament of World Religions where for the
first time, the western world was addressed by one of our predecessor, the famous Sri
Lankan Venerable Anagarika Dharmapala (1864-1933), and it is just 56 years since the very
first World Fellowship of Buddhists® conference held in Colombo in 1951 when we have
leading Dhamma representatives from the world coming together, let us Sangha and
Buddhists of the World, East and West, North and South, at this very important global
conference, jointly sponsorved by the Roval Thai Government, the MCLU and the UNESCAP,
o hold our hands together closer, link our mind and our heart firmer, all for a thriving future
of the Dhamma and a more peaceful world for mankind.

On behalf of the leadership and respected Sangha of the Unified Buddhist Church of
Vietnam - and allow me to speak for the Vietnamese Sangha in exile who ane not here today
- may | respectfully extend our best wishes to vou all, Sangha and leaders of the world
Buddhist commumity.

Thank you for your devotion and commitment to the enlightenment for each and
every living being of every realm in all Ten Directions.

Most Venerable Thich Quang Ba, mahathera
- International Executive Council member, Unified Buddhist Church of Vietnam
- Senior Deputy Chair, Unified Vietnamese Buddhist Congregation of Australia-
Mew Zealand
- Elders 3angha Council member, The Australian Sangha Association
- Rector, Giac Tanh Monastic College & Principal. Van Lang Sunday Dhamma
School
- Founding Abbot, Van Hanh Monastery, Canberra & Nguyven Thieu Monastery,
Sydney
- Director, Auvstralian Buddhist Relief, Australian Buddhist Press, Rahula
Community Lodge, and Van Lang Radio Program
era
- International Executive Council member, Unified Buddhist Church of Vietnam
= Senior Deputy Chair, Unified Viemamese Buddhist Congregation of Awustralia-New
Zealand
- Elders Sangha Council member, The Australian Sangha Association
- Rector, Giac Tanh Monastic College & Principal. Van Lang Sunday Dhamma
School
- Founding Abbot, Van Hanh Monastery, Canberra & MNguyen Thieu Monastery,
Sydney
- Director, Australian Buddhist Relief, Australian Buddhist Press, Rahula Community
Lodge, and Van Lang Radio Program
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Messapge

United Nations Day of Vesak

Vesak is one of the most holy times for Buddhists, like us. 1t is on this day around
600 BC that the omniscient Lord Gotama Buddha came into this world, later renouncing all
worldly  happiness, and resorted to find liberation from  sufferings. He aftained
enlightenment, and finally passed away - leaving behind the sacred and priceless legacy that
we all know as Buddha Dhamma, or, in English, Buddhism,

The light of his Dhamma prevails in most Asian countries, despite challenges exerted
by changing circumnstances and history, In the process, great numbers of our ancestors have
found liberation; many have attained enlightenment; and others have lead sentient beings
towards the right path, following the footprint of Lord Buddha, Mations themselves have had
a remarkable history of peace and prosperity wherever the light of Buddha Dhamma has
prevailed.

Nowadays, the light of Buddha Dhamma has started to shine universally and the
world's population benefits from it. In this tumultuous and evil period, the message of love,
compassion, loving-kindness, and interdependency preseribed by Lord Buddha holds a very
significant place in the understanding of mankind. Therefore. we should collectively and
relentlessly work towards the preservation and propagation of this most sacred and priceless
tradition — highly compatible with the present developments in our world.

W give thanks to the United Nations, His Majesty the King of Thailand, the Thai
government, and its people for sponsoring the gathering of Buddhists on this Day of Vesak.
The gathering of Buddhists from around the world itself is also a significant event, and it is
our privilege to attend and participate in such a gathering.

May Lord Buddha bless this world and sentient beings with sustained peace and

happiness!

Yours in Dhamma,

Tsering Dhondup

Secretary

Department of Religion & Culture

Central Tibetan Adminisiration of H.H. The Dalai Lama
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United Nations Day of Vesak Message
From
The Most Ven. Dae Sung
Abbaot of

Bomeosa Temple in Korea

I'm honored to have been invited to attend this International Buddhist Conference,
held on the United Nations Day of Vesak. I'd like to thank the Royal Thai Government and
the International Organizing Committee of the UM Day of Vesak for successfully organizing
the event. I'd especially like to express my profound thanks to Prof. Dr. Phra
Dharmakosajam, Bector of Mahachulalongkomrajadvidyalaya University who is the chief
organizer Tor this Conlerence,

It is significant, that the UM General Assembly, resolved back in 1999, that the Day of
Vesak should be an official international day. The Theravada Buddhist fradition celebrates
the day upon which the Lord Buddha was born, attained enlightenment, and passed away - on
the full moon day of Vesak, or the sixth lunar month. However, in Korea, this day falls upon
April 8", in the Chinese Lunar calendar; a day which commemorates the Lord Buddha's
birth. Even though we celebrate on different days, both traditions have common teachings
and common mutual principles of Buddhism. We are — all of us — disciples of the Lord
Buddha.

2595 wears ago, when the Lord Buddha became enlightened with the truths of birth,
old age, sickness and death, he achieved eternal happiness. Then, he taught the Middle Path
and the Four Moble Truths o s five ascetic-disciples and formed the Buddhist Sangha.
Since then, Buddhism has had a solid history and continuity. The Buddhist Sangha is the
maost peaceful community in our world's history. [t has developed into a body that has wide
participation and continuity, regardless of race or class, We consider the Buddhist Sangha as
the hope for humanity's enlightenment and as a lantern that illuminates the darkness around
us.

One of the special features of Buddhism is the method of enlightenment. Buddhism
teaches us to seck enlightenment by ourselves, without resorting to others,  Certainly,
Buddhism differs from other religions. Buddhism stresses the importance of self practice
towards seeking happiness.  Theravada Buddhists practice Vipassana meditation for

enlightenment, whilst Mahayana Buddhist countries such as Korea, China and Japan practice

148



d
"y

MY

E] e o - 3 ﬁ = -y Ha =

modluminassiuimyrvosssdmimnlizrnd Sedd Fnihufesan 18 nvagn
1 L3 A - g - ¥
Frmlszraynauned daldfununldusnniymalne sazasdnasznilizmaves

=i e a Vr J @ o ¥ | e
anlszrnd@liimstanuaii hiduiondd Tamnwized1abs vausamuveunm nizay
wizAm wiztisulnmaisd afnsvAuninndonngmamsesyinede fihulicsu
¥ ¥

AUENTTUNITIAMTUTZguN Tl

vuiludsiddn FainlizguIngasdmsandiznnad 1uaTull wosdniy basw 1
B - L - - - - A -
Fuimmyganiluiuddyvoamnna wieynsmauusmialAmaueaedanynms iy
Fuiy dew v Tugaduivinseynmdnlizgd adad vazdlidwnn  valulizmmnma
[T} B v oA ] [ - ' L
Tudmyrnimuae i & weedowmnmnnl et duhinlzgaveamssymmdt adalai
o wiinnazmaunaesiuinyndisiuie vasninizsyhidudnfuazduainees

o o

EE AL ATRY (LA BLIE TR Y

Y ] a - ' [ =3 =3 -]

1ila oo Ma1aud) vasniinssynsead ldnTadanuedy veamsifiaun duuazae

¥
WiZDAANIANTIRoNATY Huumiumizeid linsamramamonmannzeiodn ¢ Tlsaugeiaid
o {J ) -l -y & ] ] a
was Tdannhnoadnsaasiiiun b hiwseynsmeaniinmuigiundudemavilogiv
L L ﬂ‘l‘ T = | ) d =] r

pannsmsniy dudnuitaumaugylulss famans lanuaz iianmsandisanaudgeds
pauninunalae lidonyudussus e hosdnsasdiduanum Tadens fulavoania

- - B 1 A a ] &
gumnauazdluainksiduldanuiafiegsoseuine

e = - - " &
anpmziimdnlszmsnilveamssynemmnaeituiansaiad wisynsmaniaews
a - A :’ = as
Tinraanmaaiajaioawes Tao ldiamauau waz laniuin limuawddgddndumaeealu
AIEHE AT AUTUHIENEIALTTUANA 1AM Y 1IrnaesTm iy iilaan
d L% ﬂl ﬂl - 1

nisugumemiaing luvazivioymsholszmemiudanszynemauumei mu dizma
wd Su vazailu dhdu nigiilamoanssug e PRl {iaitlamnnssugud
Ay auginauaz Sausisumanlizng sadaiddgigafenniiudamseigidemn

sug A iy eg sgamileniy

L] ;
s mmE flssguey oo anmnasiigm

namegluAn1T7ui los Tugalamatad nwizynsmauid o lufivaneoiowlfuds

TvanandoaduTangaflogdumniu uAdonaueinnenaIung zQnAn vzl

149



Zen meditation.  There are many different meditation methods. Methods may vary according

to region or culture but, the most important thing is that they all have the same ultimate aim.

To The Buddhist leaders that have gathered here!

We live in the 21¥ century, in the age of globalization. Buddhism must try, not only
to adapt and accommodate these trends, but also pursue and propose the ‘right way’, that
allows humanity to adapt and live in the globalized-world. The UN has recognized the Vesak
Day as an internationally important day — anticipating the role of Buddhism offers 1o the
world. We have to consider the real role of Buddhism in the age of globalization, and how it
can contribute to peacetul co-exisience and happiness, within the world.

Finally, 1 have to mention that when [ look at the participants and the special
programs of this conference, 1 cannot help but admire our hosts” wonderful planning and
organization. | hope that this occasion will cement further the relationships between all sects
of Buddhist leaders and contribute to the development of Buddhism.  Again, I'd like to
express my deep thanks to all participants and concerned personnel.

| invoke the power of Triple Gem and all merits which have been accumulated to be

factors for your prosperity and happiness - forever,

The Most Ven. Dae Sung
Abbot of

Bemeosa Temple in Korea
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Message
United Nations Day of Vesak 2007

It is with the greatest pleasure that I, on behalf of the Buddhist Community of Kenya
and Africa, congratulate and send my highest regards to the Government of Thailand,
Mahachulalongkormrajavidyalaya University and all those involved in organizing and hosting
the United Nations Day of Vesak 2007 Celebrations in Thailand. This yvear's Conference, is
indeed, a very special event since it is being held in conjunction with events celebrating the
auspicious occasion of His Majesty the King of Thailand's 80" Birthday.

The theme of this International Buddhist Conference - the Buddhist Contribution to
Good Governance and Development — is both: timely and extremely important — for today's
world. With the gathering of such distinguished monks, nuns and guests, this conference is
sure 1o provide a strong united platform for the presentation of the Buddha's profound
message, benefiting all people - as well as conneeting Buddhist leaders and scholars from all
parts of the world towards the opportunity 1o unite the many rich and varied traditions of
Buddhism - in order to present to the world: a message that encourages, and provides
inspiration for good governance on a national, regional, and local level. 1t is easy o see how
Buddhism provides a firm wholesome foundation of moral and cultural norms that allows a
country like Thailand to flourish. We can also see how Buddhism is flourishing in many
parts of the world and providing a refuge of peace in a world of restlessness and doubts, The
Buddhist Contribution to Good Governance and Development is one that can make a
substantial difference to the quality of life of people in all parts of the world, This is very
necessary, at this time. 1 am completely convineed that the teachings of the Buddha have the
potential w help anyone, anywhere; and 1 am sure that this wonderful effort from the
Government of Thailand and Mahachulalongkomrajavidyalaya University will result in a
better understanding of these liberating teachings and provide guidance for good governance
and development at every level, everywhere. Again, on behalf of the Buddhist Community
of Kenya and Africa, 1 express my highest admiration to the organizers and warmest
expressions of Mend to them and to all the conference participants on this auspicious

oCCasion.

T. Ariyvavamsa, Bhikkhu
Earma Thegehok Druzin Ling Buddhist Yoga Society
Nairobi, Kenya
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Message
United Nations Day of Vesak

The Buddha is one of the greatest spiritual masters to have graced the planet earth,
blessing all truth seekers with his timeless wisdom. His noble message has crossed religious,
cultural, social and geographical boundaries and has brought peace and spiritual awakening
to hundreds of millions of people for over 2500 years. Even today, his message continues to
touch, inspire and heal people all over the world, Recognizing the great contribution made
by Buddha and his message to humanity for over two and half centuries, in 1999, The United
Mations declared the full meon day of May as the United MNations Day of Vesak, Buddhists
throughout the world consider Vesak, the full moon day of May, as the most auspicious day
of the vear. This special occasion Buddhists celebrate the birth, enlightenment and passing
away of Gotama the Buddha,

The Royal Thai Government is hosting the United Nations Day of Vesak celebrations
for the third consecutive wear, and Buddhist leaders from every comer of the world,
representing all traditions, are once again coming together in Bangkok, this May.

I am honored to participate in this special occasion, and hope that the message we
share together under the umbrella of the Buddha and the Dhamma will bring more unity,
harmony and peace among Buddhists throughout the world. 1 also hope that we will walk
away from this celebration with an even greater commitment to exemplify the truth, wisdom

and peace taught by the Buddha.

Ven, Bhante Y. Wimala
Theravada Buddhist Center
Loreshow Ridge Rd, Nairobi, Kenya
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Address
at the Fourth International Buddhist
Conference on UN Day of Vesak
by Master Ching Hsin
May 27", 2007

Professor Phra Dharmakosajarn, Rector of Mahachulalongkorn University, cvery
venerable master and every prestigious monk and nun, it’s my honor to come here and share
my humble ideas with vou.

First, | deeply appreciate Mahachulalongkomrajavidyalaya University hosting United
Mations Day of Vesak again this vear. [ feel very honored to be here with every prestigious
master. 1 am also very glad to have the opportunity to meet all of you, all my friends, here,
again. This year, I am here with our teachers of Ching Chueh Buddhist Sangha University
and Ching Chueh Buddist College and our students of Ching Chueh Buddhist Sangha
University. It's our pleasure to participate in this distinguished ceremony with you.

It is because of ProfPhra Dharmakosajarn, Rector of Mahachulalongkomrajavidyalaya
University and their team’s hard work and efforts, that United Nations Day of Vesak has
become so successful and that more and more people taking part in the ceremony. We want
to express our best respect and immense gratitude to all the staff, who have devoted
themselves to preparing for United Nations Day of Vesak.

The first day, May 26", we have an opening ceremony in Buddhamonthon, and then
on May 27", 28" and 29" the international meetings will be held in the United Nations
Conference Centre, Some are designated topic speeches, and others are panel discussions, On
the afternoon of May 28, there is a seminar, from 12:30pm to 4:30pm. This seminar will
cover six timely topics.

The issue, “To Promote Buddhism Through Moedern Technology®, is a serious issue.
This issue is supposed 1o be divided inte two parts. One is to make use of the high-tech
equipment and products such as the Internet, DVDs, CDs, and so on to promote Buddhism.
The effect and result can be amazing, especially through the Internet. But is there also a
negative influence behind the positive function? This question s worthy of great care o
prevent negative use. The second part is to mix high-tech knowledge with Buddhism, and
then we can convey Buddha dharma and doctrine to those intellectuals with high-tech
capacity and the disposition for leaming in this way. Let them realize that Buddhism is the
forerunner of science. and it takes wisdom and intelligence to believe in Buddhism, not blind
faith. T have to emphasize that the behavior o believe in Buddhism is not blind, but some
people who faney themselves as the intellectuals misunderstand it. Nowadays, the level of
knowledge is getting higher and higher, but less and less people have great esteem for
Buddhism, and this situation 15 becoming much more serious, To combine the power of
Buddhism with high-tech knowledge, we would be able to educate the intellectuals.
Buddhism will always be able to be at the highest point in any time period and will always be
able to keep growing and developing. 1 think this is our immediate task right now.

As the promoters and guardians of Buddhism, we ourselves have o increase our own

scientific knowledge. Besides this, of course, we must have a total understanding about all
the Buddha's dharma and doctrines, and in the meanwhile we must enrich our technological
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knowledge. Unless we are deing this, it is impossible for us to integrate the two different
fields together, and we will not be able to promote Buddhism everywhere in the world.

It was my ideal. when [ established Ching Chueh Buddhist Sangha University, to
combine the traditional and the modem. In addition to learning Buddhism as the main
subject, there are also many related courses about high-tech and social studies. We hope we
can nurture knowledgeable monks and nuns who can go with the stream in the High-Tech
Age, | think other Buddhist education institutions will have the same ideas as ours,

In the past, as long as we have obeyed discipline, worshiping Buddha sincerely,
meditated, or have been studving Buddha dharma and doctrine seriowsly, we were able fo
become great monks or nuns. But in the high-tech age, being an excellent sangha with the
ahility to transmit Buddhism may not be as easy as in the past, Besides traditional Buddhist
teachings, there are still lots of social studies and technological information we have to learn.
Because there are so many things we need to study and because we devote our energies to the
Buddhist research, it is possible that we may forget our original role as a monk or 8 nun as
time passes. Although to possess rich knowledge is important, the most important thing for
us, monks and nuns, to do, is being a sangha with complete understanding of Buddhist
discipline and creed. T always try to remind our students in Ching Chueh Buddhist Sangha
University that we cannot lose our original idea to practice Buddhism even though we still
want to gain more information and capability. The fifth topic, College Symposium, should
pay much attention to look after both sides, If we are partial to the research of the studies, not
our own improvement in Buddhism, it is possible that the technology will denatralize us and
bring undue influence to us. We must be very alert when considering these issues.

Although we are in so-called high-tech time now, there are still many sufferings,

difficulties, miseries, or distress in our lives that cannot be solved with the techniques of

science. We can take advantage of the high-tech to preach Buddhism, but it is blind to believe
that “Science can do everything”, and we should not be trapped into this thinking.

The above is just my humble personal opinion. Please look out for me and let me

know if I do anything wrong. [ wish every venerable master and every prestigions monk and
nun could give me their advice and opinion. Thank you for your attention.
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CONGRATULATORY MESSAGE
THE 80 "" BIRTHDAY OF HIS MAJESTY THT KING BHUMIPOL- KINGDOM OF
THAILANID
THE UN DAY OF VESAK CELEBRRATIONS, BE.2550-CE.2007

Respected His Majesty,

On the oceasion of the UN Day of Vesak Celebrations 2550/2007 and His
Majesty the King 80" Birthday Anniversary, with solemn aimosphere and infinite
jovfulness as well as well as united and unbounded friendship of Thailand, We, on
behalf of the Supreme Council as well as the Executive Council of Vietnam Buddhist
Sangha, would like to have the honor of offering a heartfelt compliments tw His
Majesty the King and respectfully wishing His Majesty to have along life in the great
halos of the Buddha.

Through this internationally significant and sacred Celebrations of UN Vesak
Day, We the whole Vietnam Buddhist community wish the Triple Gem blessing His
Majesty to have a good heath, clear-sighted leadership and great success in His
supreme role and responsibility for making the Kingdom of Thailand more developed
and prospered. and Buddhism as state religion last forever. and the people of Thailand to
be imbued with the Buddhadhamma in sustainable peacefulness and development, We
sincerely wish the UN Day of Vesak Celebrations 2550/2007 in Bangkok a great
success and the long friendship between Vietnam and Thailand would last forever.

Acting Supreme Patriarch of Vietnam Buddhist Sangha Supreme Council
President of Vietnam Buddhist Sangha Executive Council

The Most Ven. THICH TRI TINH
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Message
United Nations Day of Vesak

My Homage to the Triple Gems
Respected Most Venerable Monks and Buddhist Delegations
Excellencies, Ladies amnd Gentlemen,
I, on behalf of the Lao Buddhist Fellowship Organization and Lao Buddhist Ethnic People,
have the pleasure and honor to lead the Buddhist delegation from Lao PDR and participate in the

United Mations Asia Pacific Conference Center, in Bangkok, Thailand.

O this occasion, | would like to express my compliments to the Royal Thai Government and
tor Thai Buddhist people, in particular to Maost Venerable Prof, Dr. Phra Dharmakosajarn, Rector of
Mahachulalongkomrajavidyvalaya University as Chairman of the organizing committee for the United
Mations Day of Vesak 2007,

My delegation highly appreciates the organization committee for Vesak Celebrations as it
provides an impressive apportunity for world wide Buddhist leader and Buddhist organizations to
commemaorate the thrice-sacred Day of Vesak, celebrating the Birth, Enlightenment and Passing
Away of the Lord Buddha, in conjunction with the Celebrations for the Auspicious Occasion of His

Majesty the King's 80" Birthday Anniversary, on 5 December 2007,

The Lao People’s Democratic Republic and the Lao Ethnic Group People have many
Buddhist beliefs, Buddhism has played a very important role in the daily life of the people, becoming
an institution of national heritage and national culture, Lao Buddhis:t monks, pervading with
compassion towards cases of national defense and construction — to develop material and spiritual
civilization. For several reasons, Lao Buddhist people have placed importance on the traditional

celebrations of the full-moon day of the sixth lunar-month of Vesak.

Finally, may I avail myself, and take this opportunity to wish all Buddhist delegates from
many parts of the world: happiness and long life... for the United Mations Day of Vesak Celebrations
and wish every event to be successiul.

Sadhu Sadhue — Thank You.

Most Ven. Ngone Dhamronghboun
President of Lao Buddhist Fellowship Organization for Savannakhet Provinee
As Leader of the Lao Buddhist Delegation for
The United Nations Vesak Celcbrations
Rangkok, Thailand 26-29 May 2007
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Vesak Speech
The Road to Peace

Thank you for your kind introduction. 1 am MNoritake Shunan, a Japanese Zen
Buddhist priest and the abbot of the temple Reiun-in in Myoshin-ji, in Kyoto, Japan.

First of all, let me offer everyone my heartfelt best wishes for this holy celebration of
Yesak. It is my great pleasure and honor to be here today at this great gathering of so many eminent
priests and fellow Buddhists from nations around the world, Last year to0 T was privileged 1o
attend, but this year especially | would like to express my gratitude to the United Nations and the
Thailand Government organizers for allowing me this opportunity to speak before you,

In Japan we commemorate the birth of Shakamuni Buddha on April 8th, his
enlightenment on December 8th, and his Parinirvana on February 15th, and cach of these
holidays is celebrated with solemn rituals, These three occasions are known as the Three
Buddha Ceremonies, and are the most important Buddhist rituals of the year. During these
ceremaonies we express our gratitude for the great benevolence of the Buddha, and for the fact
that we have received the gift of life and are able. deluded beings though we may be, to
encounter the teachings of the Buddha and practice them to the bast of our ability.

The tradition of Buddhism to which | belong is the Rinzai school of Zen. The word
“Zen” has its oniging in the Sansket word dhvana, or, in Pah, fhana. Taking up the life of Zen
means to leave the secular world, to cut the bonds of delusion, to quiet one’s thoughts and
calm one's mind, and to dwell in the ultimate Principle.

Shakamuni, afier practicing severe asceticism for eight vears, came down from the
mountain and collapsed on the banks of the Nairanjana River. After being revived by bean-milk
given him by the milkmaid Sujata, be sat in meditation under a pipala tree at Bodh Gaya. At first
he was assailed by thoughts and fantasies, but eventually these faded away. As his samadhi
deepened, he contemplated his own mind and suddenly awoke to his own true nature,

This awakening is known as satord. We sit in meditation so that we too may approach
Shakamuni's samadhi and reach satori,

[ Japan the Zen School is also called the Buddha Mind school. There are many sects of
Buddhism in Japan. Most of these sects are based on the teachings of the particular sacred text
that most deeply inspired the sect’s founder. The Zen school, however, is based directly on the
Buddha's experience of enlightenment, which is the source of all the sacred texts. In Zen each
individual, through practice and awakening, must come 1o see his or her own true self, This
experience has been directly transmitted, mind-to-mind, from master to disciple through the

generations from Shakyamuni Buddha. Tt s thus the source and the center of all Buddhism.,
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The Zen school had its beginning when Shakyamuni Buddha recognized his disciple
Mahakashyapa as his enlightened suecessor. Mahakashyapa, in rn, recognized Ananda as
his sucecessor. The Indian lineage continued until the twenty-gighth patriarch, Bodhidharma,
who in the early sixth century transmitted the Zen teachings to China, Bodhidharma was
succeeded by Huike, the Second Patriarch, and so on down to Huineng, the Sixth Patriach.
Zen reached its highest expression during the Tang dynasty, when it spread throughout the
Chinese empire, Later it was transmitted to Japan, where the lineage of Kanzan Egen, the
founder of Myoshin-ji. prospered and is now taught all over the world. 1 too have received the
Dhatima transmission in the lineage of Kanzan Egen,

An ancient master once said, “What is Zen? Zen is a name for Mind. What is Mind?
Mind is the essence of Zen.” Zen concems the problem that is closer to us than any other: the
problem of Mind. The Mind of which [ speak is, of course, the Buddha Mind. Zen is a way of
life that Functicns on the basis of Buddha Mind,

Regarding this, a master explained, “Ordinary mind is the Way.” The activities of
everyday life performed in a spint of ordinary mind are in themselves the Buddha Wayv.,
These actions, just as they are, are Zen,

First look at vourself just where you are and ask yourself if your walking is in order, if
vour clothing is in order, if your actions are in order. Ask yvourself if you are doing what you
should be doing in the way that it should be done, if you are living in the way that yvou should
live, If our own actions and lives are in order, then an orderly society and an orderly, peaceful
world will naturally come into being.

World peace begins with the quiet, composed mind of each individual human being,
Watching closely where we walk, let us place each and every step firmly upon the ground
and proceed with open eves and a calm heart. Let us closely observe the path walked by
Shakvamuni Buddha and walk it ourselves, step by careful step.

Zen is not concemed with the difficult doctrines and philosophy of Buddhism., Zen is
about carrying out the simple actions of everyday life, Zen is the teaching of Shakamuni that
anvone, whether child or adult, can follow at any time and in any place.

Let us walk the path of the Buddha, the path of peace, serene at heart and ever
wakeful toward the Buddha Mind.

I firmly believe that we can make a Buddha Land of this very world.

The reason is that the compassion of Buddhism is infinite.

Thank you very much
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