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VISAKHA PUJA INTERNATIONAL DAY MESSAGE
(BUDDHA JAYANTI : 2600 YEARS OF BUDDHA’S ENLIGHTENMENT)
BY
PRANEE VONGCHAVALITKUL

PRESIDENT, VONGCHAVALITKUL UNIVERSITY
PRESIDENT, NAKHON RATCHASIMA BUDDHIST ASSEMBLY FOR NATIONAL SECURITY

It is the greatest meritorious action for not only Thai people but also those
around the world to know and follow the teaching contents of the great religion
called Buddhism as the result of the Lord Buddha’s enlightenment 2600 years
before. As we know the Lord Buddha or Siddhartha was born in 563 BC to King
Suddhodhana, the king of Lumbini in Nepal and his wife Mayadevi. At the age of
16, he married a girl named Yashodhara and after a few years they had a son who
was named Rahul. One night he renounced his wife, family and kingdom and went
in search of Bodhi, the celestial knowledge. He wanted to end the human
sufferings of old age, sickness and death. One day he sat for meditation under a
sacred treed called Bodhi Briksha and gained enlightenment at the age of 35.
Thereafter he preached extreme penance and austerity to attain Nirvana which
became known as Buddhism.

According to Buddhism, at the time of his awakening he realized complete
insight into the cause of suffering, and the steps necessary to eliminate it. These
discoveries became known as the Four Noble Truths, which are at the heart of
Buddhist teaching. Through mastery of these truths, a state of supreme liberation,
or Nirvana, is believed to be possible for any being. The Buddha described Nirvana
as the perfect peace of a mind that's free from ignorance, greed, hatred and other
afflictive states,or defilements (kilesas). Nirvana is also regarded as the end of the
world, in that no personal identity or boundaries of the mind remain.

On the auspicious day of Visakha Puja or 2600 years of the Lord Buddha’s
“enlightenment, administrators, academic and non-academic staff including all the
students of Vongchavalitkul University devote to the Lord Buddha’s Teaching by
practicing the five precepts, and may the Buddhism exist in the world and in

Thailand forever.



