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Statement
of
Her Excellency Ms. Yingluck Shinawatra

Prime Minister of the Kingdom of Thailand

At the Closing Ceremony of the 10™
Anniversary Celebration of United Nations Day of Vesak,
an Important International Day on 22" May 2013.

Chief High Priests,

Buddhist Leaders,

Buddhist Monks,

Buddhists from the World Over,

I am both honored and delighted to be with you today to participate in the 10™
Anniversary Celebration of United Nations Day of Vesak, which is an Important
International Day.

‘Education and Global Citizenship: A Buddhist Perspective’ is the theme of this 10®
Vesak Celebration which is held during 21 to 22" of May 2013 in honor of the auspicious
100" Birthday Anniversary Celebration of His Holiness Somdet Phra Nyanasamvara,
the Supreme Patriarch of the Kingdom of Thailand, at the United Nations Convention
Centre, Rajdamnern Nok Avenue, and at Putthamonthon in Nakhon Pathom province.

As you all know, Vesak Day is the day that celebrates the Lord Buddha’s life, that
is, the day that the Lord Buddha was born, reached enlightenment, as well as ascended to
Nirvana. All through his life, the Lord Buddha contributed various benefits to humans,
and his teachings are widely spread throughout the world bringing peace and harmony to
humanity. As a result, on 13" December 1999, the United Nations unanimously resolved to
declare Vesak Day as an Important International Day. Since then, many countries around
the world have been taking turns to be a coordinator of the Vesak Celebration annually at
the United Nations in New York City and at the regional United Nations offices in each
country. In Thailand, we have been holding the International Celebration of Vesak Day
since 2004 until today.



It is widely known that Buddhist principles were clearly declared when the Lord
Buddha delivered his first sermon to his five disciples at IsiptanaMaruekhathaiyawan,
where He also introduced the Middle Way or the Noble Eightfold Path. According
to Buddhist Moral Code, the social and environmental development must follow the
Buddhist principles, that is, to develop based on the Middle Way or the Noble Eightfold
Path starting from having opinions, knowledge, correct understanding, Right View, Right
Thought and determination to develop, which includes Right Effort, Right Mindfulness,
and Right Concentration. These are the initial parts of wisdom and concentration which
need to be implanted, accumulated, and self-taught constantly.If one has more wisdom and
concentration, physical and verbal expressions, as well as actions and working conditions
will become appropriate and greatly beneficial for oneself, society and humanity, because
they contain Right Speech, Right Action and Right Livelihood, which are parts of Buddhist
precepts. The development of the Middle Way can be recognized as a holistic development,
since it merges various dimensions of life, without being separated or extreme, which is
truly suitable to be adapted in order to cope with the social and environmental crises we are
facing today.

On behalf of the Royal Thai Government and Buddhists in Thailand, I would like
to welcome chief high priests, Buddhist leaders, Buddhist monks and Buddhist scholars
who are participating in this Celebration. I would also like to express my appreciation to
the organizing committee, especially the Buddhist Sangha led by the Sangha Supreme
Council, Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University, and related government and private
sectors for the commitment and dedication in organizing this celebration. May the 2013
Vesak Day Celebration, an important International Day, proceed with success and achieve
all its goals.
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Message from the Supreme Patriarch
SI. Phva {ﬁmﬂsml&r«,

His Holiness Somdet Phra Nyanasamvara,
Supreme Patriarch of Kingdom of Thailand

the 10" International Celebration on the Occasion of the
United Nations Day of Vesak 2013

Bangkok, Thailand
21-22 May 2013

The Buddha pointed out that there is only one mankind or one human race. We cannot
determine or divide human types based on the types of hair, head shapes, eyes, noses
etc. According to Buddhism all human beings regardless of their races and religions are
the same mankind or same species. In another words, we all are global citizens.

On this occasion of our assembly here for the 2013 United Nations Day of Vesak,
the celebration of the Birth, Awakening, and Death of the Buddha who proclaimed
the Noble Truths and guided mankind to realize the truths of being a human, we should
apply the Buddha’s teachings of the truths in our study and practice to gain a proper
understanding of the truth of being a human. Having understood the truth we should then
encourage our worldly friends to study and realize the Buddhist principles of education on
how to be a perfect human being. The Three Trainings (tisikkha) of ethical conduct (sila),
mental discipline (samddhi) and wisdom (parifia) are the Buddhist educational principles
which are necessary for being a good global citizenship.

I am thankful and appreciative for all of you who are assembling here in this celebratory
gathering and express your friendly wishes on the celebration of the 100™ birthday
anniversary of mine which falls on the 3™ October 2013.

I express my appreciation for this celebratory assembly and I bless you all for the success
deliberation of the conference. May every objective of the conference be successfully
achieved for promotion of better education and global citizenship.



Message

On the Auspicious Occasion of the United Nations Day of Vesak

Vesak Day is a significantly important day. For Buddhists, Vesak Day is of
importance as the Buddha Himself as it is the day when He was born, enlightened and
passed away. It was on the full moon day of the sixth lunar month. All Buddhist feel deeply
bond to this day and unit specially to celebrate the Buddha. The special celebration of
“Vesak Day” is due to the enlightenment of the Buddha has brought peaceful happiness and
warmth to the world. What He enlightened the Dhamma, the most valuable heritage that
creates happiness and great warmth needed to mankind, on the contrary to sufferings and
flame. The Dhamma is therefore a valuable heritage.

For Thailand, we have intelligent ancestors who understand Buddhism so deeply
therefore, we have inherited their heritage and bring us happiness and warmth from then
until now.

The United Nations has recognized the importance of Buddhism that has expanded
in the world and agreed a consensus to make Vesak Day an International Day since 15
December 1999. The world has accepted that as well as happiness and warmth. On the full
moon day of the sixth lunar month, we therefore gather together to celebrate.

This Vesak Day 2013, Thai government has contributed a budget to promote
meditation practice and Dhamma propagation that are the greatest of all homage to signify
Vesak Day. In addition, it is to celebrate the 100" Birthday Anniversary of His Holiness
Somdet Phra Nyanasamvara, the supreme patriarch of Thailand.

Mahachulalongkornrachaviyalai University has been honored to invite Buddhist
leaders around the world to celebrate this occasion in Thailand. With the agreement of the
Sangha Supreme Council, the organization is deemed to be with appropriateness and high
importance. An organization committee has been established to serve the purpose.

I thank the government who recognizes the importance of Vesak Day and thank all
parties and persons who are part of this highly honored celebrations to Vesak International
Day.

%/la':';;m: msfj

Somdej Phra E?uddhacharya
President of the Exclusive Committee for the Supreme Patriarch
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CONGRATULATORY MESSAGE

Through its long history of over 2556 years, Buddhism has contributed so much
to the social development, especially education. The process of self-development that
begins with the control of physical and verbal behaviors or Sila(Precept), followed by
the control of mind or Samadhi(Meditation) and cultivation of Panna (Insight-wisdom)
ensures the self-purification process that must be performed by one’s own self, not by
others nor any external power, as says a Buddhist verse, ‘ Purity and impurity is the matter
of an individual; one can, by no means, purify another.’

As a matter of fact, Buddhism emphasizes on ‘wisdom’ and ‘how to train men,
who are trainable, to be armed with wisdom’. It virtually believes that not only can
the wisdom-armed world citizens save all living beings and the planet, Earth, or even
the universe, from all the dilemmas confronting them at the time being, but also deliberate
themselves of all internal bondages, viz. defilements or kilesas, to enjoy the full-final
freedom, Nibbana.

The celebration of the UN Day of Vesak 2013 organized by
Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University during 20-21 May 2556(2013) under the main
theme : Education and Global Citizenship : A Buddhist Perspective that brings together
Buddhist leaders and scholars across the world will be able to find out, through the process
of Buddhist education, the all-new, effective solutions to the world-confronting problems
so that the world and all living beings can live in safety and peacefully in the light of
the principle of Buddhism.

p
cgumwéﬁéﬁmg/
(His Holiness Somdet Phra Mahamuniwong)

Member of the Thai Sangha Supreme Council

11



] 14-4 Inlmf"nn Hﬁi!ﬂll]fl‘_h Fr‘r-‘.h AI?I'H!ITF F)u_i'ant“m

Mal‘m .ﬁ.mslmrnph [_)}mF-dh E)our K!‘H
(}nﬂat ,"‘“111[,1rr.'mr r.lfﬁ-lr(:}‘l
Dhamm ayutta O rder of the Km_._.;Jum of (Cambodia

Congratulatory Message
the 10™ Anniversary Celebration of the United Nation Day of Vesak (B.E.2556)
May 21-22 2013 Bangkok Thailand

Your Holiness,
Most Venerables, Venerables,
Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen,

First of all, please allow me to express my heartfelt thanks to the organising committee,
especially to Royal Thai Government, for their kind invitation to attend the 10" Anniversary
Celebration of the United Nation Day of Vesak (B.E.2556) 2013. It is a privilege and
a pleasure for me to address to this aseembly.

Buddhism is a religion of tolerance, patience, peace and freedom. Buddhism teaches
its followers to love peace, not to feel negative or prejudicial towards others, not to do
anything that will harm other people or anyone else. Wherever Buddhism is found, peace
and happiness could also be found. Buddha taught his followers to spread goodwill and
good sentiments to each others and to all creatures in the world, be they humans, celestial
beings, ghosts or lowly beasts. On the whole, Buddhism not long teaches Buddhists to have
goodwill, but also not to oppress or harbor revenge toward one another.

[ am very excited to meet all Buddhist Family such Theravada, Mahayana and the Vajrayana
Buddhism, in which from around the World to attend in this occasion. This is a good
opportunity to us make close each other to understand and strengthening our networking to
support our Buddhism and revert the teaching of Lord Buddha.

May the Buddha be with all of us.
Thank you very much.

Samdech Preah Abhisiri Sungandha Mahasangharajah Dhipati Kitti Uddesa Pandita
The Great Supreme Patriarch of Dhammayutt Sangha of Kingdom of Cambodia
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Supreme Sangha Council of Cambodia

His Holiness Samdech Preah Aggamahasangharajadhipati Tep Vong
The Great Supreme Patriarch of Kingdom of Cambodia

Phnom Penh, 27 April 2013
Congratulatory Message

It is my distinctive honor and privilege to send a congratulatory message to the 10®
Anniversary Celebration of United Nations Day of Vesak, being held in Bangkok, Thailand,
21-22 May, 2013. T also take great pride in having the opportunity to participate in all
the previous nine celebrations right from the outset.

The Supreme Sangha Council (Thera Samakhom) and the Royal Government of Thailand
must be congratulated for their excellent leadership, generous sponsorship and hard work
in organizing celebrations of the UN Day of Vesak from the beginning including this 10™
anniversary event.

This year’s theme: Education and Global Citizenship: A Buddhist Perspective, is well
perceived and extremely relevant in the present world in which unfair treatment,
discrimination, conflicts-ethnic community and transnational, are still going on unabated.
In this context, the Buddhist teaching which is based on non-violence and universal value
aiming at eradicating individual’s greed, hatred and delusion is no doubt aptly appropriate
and conducive to promoting universal humanity and global citizenship.

I extend my sincere wish to the 10™ Anniversary Celebration of the United Nations Day of
Vesak a great success for the benefit, welfare and happiness of all beings.

H.H. Samdech Tep Vong,
The Great Supreme Patriarch
of Kingdom of Cambodia
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From
The Most Venerable Xue Cheng
Vice President in Executive, the Buddhist Association of China
Vice Chairman, International Council of the United Nations Day of Vesak
Vice Chairman, International Association of Buddhist Universities

In the May of 2004, the first international Buddhist conference to celebrate the U.N. Day of
Vesak was held in Bangkok, Thailand. Since then, through the stage of UNDYV celebrations,
there are major issues discussed by Buddhists in worldwide, together with peoples in
whole world, for resolutions to safeguard world peace, promote sustainable development,
construct equal, democratically and civilized society as well as resolve global crisis in
recent times. There is more and more significant a role functioned by UNDV to the world
today.

In admiration to the Most Venerable Prof. Dr. Phra Brahmapundit, Rector of
Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University for his excellent contribution to the United
Nations Day of Vesak celebrations, I’d like to extend sincere congratulations to his
most venerable’s promotion and the Religious Rank Appointment by His Majesty the
King of Thailand as Phra Brahmapundit Sitthiworadhamprayut Visutthisilajarnnivith
Paisanwitessassanakijdilok Treepidoklpundit Nahakanisson Bowornsangharam Kamawase
on Sept. 5" of B.E. 2555 (2012)

Finally, at the opening of the celebration on the Occasion of United Nations Day of Vesak
2013 being held in Bangkok, Thailand from 21% to 22", May of 2013 in celebration to both
the 100™ Birthday Anniversary of the United Nations Day of Vesak, I wish the Celebrations
a complete success!

The Most Venerable Xue Cheng

AT CHEAG

Vice President in Executive, the Buddhist Association of China
Vice Chairman, International Council of the United Nations Day of Vesak
Vice Chairman, International Association of Buddhist Universities
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THE BUDDHIST ASSOCIATION OF CHINA

Congratulatory Messages
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from Date:
The Most Venerable CHUAN YIN
President, the Buddhist Association of China
President , the Buddhist Academy of China

It is indeed a great pleasure to note that, in celebration to the 100" Birthday Anniversary of
His Holiness Somdet Phra Nyanasaramvara, the Supreme Patriarch of Thailand and the 10"
Anniversary Celebration of the United Nations Day of Vesak on the Occasion of UNDV 2013 will
be held in Bangkok, Thailand from 21* to 22" May of 2012. 1 hereby represent the Buddhist
Association of China and hundreds of millions of Buddhist disciples in China to extend sincere
congratulations for opening of the grand occasion. May a happy Vesak Day to all brothers and
sisters in the Dharma from various countries and regions in the world for the celebration in
Bangkok!

In celebration to the 100" Birthday Anniversary of His Holiness Somdet Phra
Nyanasaramvara, the Supreme Patriarch of Thailand in this year, | hereby represent the Buddhist
Association of China and in the name of myself to extend the best wishes to His Holiness Somdet
Phra Nyanasaramvara the Supreme Patriarch, His Majesty of the King and the Queen as well as
people of Thailand.

May His Holiness Somdet Phra Nyanasaramvara, the Supreme Patriarch of Thailand,His
Majesty of the King and Queen and people of Thailand in blessings of happiness and
auspiciousness in everyday!

May the world be peaceful forever!

May the grand occasion a complete success!

The Most Venerable CHUAN YIN

President, the Buddhist Association of China
President, the Buddhist Academy of China
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Congratulatory Messages
From
The Most Ven. Ching Hsin
Rector, Ching Chueh Buddhist Sangha University
President, World Chinese Buddhist Sangha Council

Taiwan

The thrice-sacred day of Vesak, celebrating the Birth, Enlightenment and Passing
away of the Buddha Gautama, is the most important event for Buddhists all over the world.
I am truly happy to learn that the celebration of the 100th Birthday of His Holiness Somdet
Phra Nyanasamvara, the Sangharaja of Thailand and the United Nations Day of Vesak
2013/2556 will be held in Thailand under the theme of “Education and Global Citizenship:
A Buddhist Perspective.”

After becoming enlightened under the bodhi tree, Sakyamuni Buddha devoted his
whole life, out of his compassion to the world and his concern to humanity’s well-being,
to promote truth and relieve living beings from sufferings until the last moment prior to his
attaining pari-nirvana. This year is the 2556™ year in Buddhist calendar. We are living in
the so-called E epoch when the information technology is advancing rapidly. All Buddhists
should concern about the subject of upholding Buddha’s compassion, complying with
the needs of time, and implementing the dissemination and promotion of Buddha dhamma
to work together for the well-being of all humanity.

From the bottom of my heart, I fully admire the Thai Government and the Most
Venerable Prof. Dr. Phra Brahmapundit, Rector of Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya
University in organizing the tenth United Nations Day of Vesak. The theme of
the Celebrations, “Education and Global Citizenship: A Buddhist Perspective,” is of great
importance. I believe the participants will have productive discussions and be able to come
up with positive policies and solutions. Finally, I wish the Celebrations a big success!
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Congratulatory Message for the 10th United Nations Day of Vesak
By His Holiness Most Venerable Kojun Handa
Supreme Priest, The Tendai Buddhist Denomination

I offer my sincere congratulations on the 10th United Nations Day of Vesak Celebrations
and International Buddhist Conference, which celebrate the three blessed events of
Lord Buddha, and extend my respectful congratulations to His Holiness Somdet Phra
Nyanasamvara on the 100th Birthday Anniversary.

I also express my profound gratitude and thankfulness to Thai Government and
Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University for their great efforts to hold these celebrations
at UN Convention Center Bangkok.

I would like you to let me say a few words related to this year’s theme, ‘Education
and Global Citizenship: A Buddhist Perspective’.

There are a huge number of children in the world who are deprived of educational
opportunities because of poverty. I feel deep sorrow for this fact, for it is through education
that human beings can know about the world and sustain their dignity. Buddhists should
make every effort to improve this situation as soon as possible.

Nowadays, we can instantly share information and communicate with each other
thanks to developments of transportation and remarkable progress of communication
means. In this sense, we can say we are all global citizens, and it is no wonder that there are
various kinds of definitions of what they are. In my opinion, global citizens are ‘those who
agree that all the people in the world have the right to co-exist peacefully’.

In reality, some nations assert their strong presence by atomic weapons, which
makes us easily anticipate the end of the world though no one on the earth wants such
tragedy.

When we Buddhists talk about perspective of the future, we have to make it clear
that we should not pass ‘the risk that the earth may collapse’ to the next generation.

The societies of the times when Lord Buddha lived were small. However, they
grew larger and larger until they became nations as they are today. In this reality, what is
important is, I am sure, ‘to help each other and live together’.

Its basis is ‘compassion’ of Buddhism. I firmly believe that, in order to urge
the present national ego and terrorism to reflect and straighten themselves up, we Buddhists
should practice ‘helping each other and living together’.

I heartily hope that these celebrations can help propagate Buddha’s wisdom to
the world.
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Congratulatory Message for the 10th United Nations Day of Vesak

On the occasion of the 10th United Nations Day of Vesak, we Buddhists from all over
the world have got together here at UN Convention Center Bangkok in order to celebrate
the Day of Vesak and are enjoying sheer bliss. I would like to thank all the people who
have worked to organize this celebration for their efforts and for their invitation of us.
I would also like to send my hearty congratulations on the twofold auspicious event of the
100th Birthday Anniversary of His Holiness Somdet Phra Nyanasamvara.

The Day of Vesak is the most sacred day when Buddhists all over the world commemorate
the birth, the attainment of enlightenment and the passing away of Buddha, who showed
everlasting truth to the world. The fact that it was recognized as a United Nations Day at
the United Nations General Assembly in 1999 is a great joy and honor to us Buddhists,
and it allows us to feel confident in the value of Buddhism education and its promotion for
the future.

Lord Buddha stated that all things and phenomena in this world reflect the truth
(Shoho-Jisso); He realized the truth that reality be affirmed, and became the Enlightened One.

In the world, people have been and are still in conflict with each other, and are now facing
unprecedented environment changes as well as uncontrollable violent nature forces, both
of which are caused by human actions lacking consideration to nature. Nevertheless,
human beings are struggling and making untiring efforts to follow the path to sustention
and further development of their existence.

The spiritual light of Lord Buddha, who taught us to love nature, live with nature and
humbly accept reality of human existence, will keep shining more and more brightly
over the places where Buddhism is believed and taught, and the places will shine on with
brighter light in the future.

Atthe end of my speech, | would like to express my wholehearted gratitude and thankfulness
again to Thai Government and Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University for their great
efforts devoted to this celebration.

21 May, 2013

Most Venerable Kakuhan Enami
Supreme Priest, Monseki (Head Priest) of Bishamon-do Temple
Cairman of Japan Buddhist Conference for the World Federation
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Message from His Eminence Khamba Lama Ch.Dambajav

I am pleased to send this message of felicitation to the 10™ Anniversary
of celebreation of the United Nations Day of Vesak 2013 and the 100™ of birthday of
His Holiness Somdet Phra Nyanasamvara, the Sangharaja of Thailand.

On behalf of Monolian Buddhists, I would like to extendmy appreciation to all
Buddhists who are gathering here at this meaningful occasion. It is a good opportunity of
which knowledge able people and specialist of Buddhism from international school are able

to meet and exchanging their opinion which is beneficial to education and dissemination of
Buddhism.

Moreover, all Buddhists from various denominations could acknowledge and
understand each other’s ways of practicing which will lead to cooperation in conducting
good deeds to all mankind and also preserve the existence of Buddhism and would peace
at large the people of Mongolia truely believe in the ideals of harmonious and peaceful
co-existance of all human beings.

I express my sincere whishes for the success of this international Buddhist event.

May the triple gem bless you!

en¢e Khamba Lanta Ch.Dambajav,

o AN
|

hief ABbot of Dashichoiling Monastery
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Message from Ven, Napana Pemasiri Mahanayaka Thero

of Ramangna Sect Sri Lanka

It is with immense pleasure that I send greetings on the occasion of 10" Anniversary
Celebrations of the United Nations Day of Vesak celebrated in Thailand.

This important day was declared by the United Nations as the result of the proposal
made towards the end of 1990’s. This utmost important proposal was presented to
the United Nations by the late foreign minister of Sri Lanka, Mr. .Lakshman Kadiragamar
who was recognized as a prominent figure in foreign affairs by many countries. Accepting
this proposal by the United Nations and subsequently declaring the Vesak day as
an international holy day is a great repute to the Buddhists all over the world.

The term “Buddhist” means a person who acts wisely. Thus he is a person who
possesses and inculcates patience, mercy, kindness and compassion and one who practices
these virtues.

In accordance with Buddhist doctrine he should also be a person who follows five
precepts. Only such people are considered and respected as real Buddhists by the world. It is
also important to mention here that the Buddhist monks have to bear a heavy responsibility
in maintaining this situation.

Further I mention here that His Holiness Somdet Phra Nyanasamvara, the Sangaraja
of Thailand who celebrates his 100" birth day is a great blessing for the whole world.
It is with due respect that I appreciate the guidance and co- operation given towards
the establishment of the higher ordination of the Buddhist monks in Sri Lanka. I take
this opportunity to bestow blessings in His Holiness somedet Phra Nyanasamvara,
the Sangaraja of Thailand for a long healthily life. May the blessings of the Noble Triple
Gem be upon United Nations and all people throughout the world.

Most Ven Aggamaha Panditha Napana Pemasiri Mahanayaka thero of Ramangna sect Sri Lanka
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Message from the Supreme Patriarch of

the Sri Lanka Amarapura Maha Nikaya

It is my pleasure and privilege to send this message on the occasion of the tenth anniversary
of the UN International Vesak Day which coincides with the birth centenary of the present
Sangha-Raj of Thailand

At a time the entire Buddhist world is going to celebrate the 2557 Vesak anniversary,
I am happy to hear that Thailand is organizing the International Conference and also feel
honoured to have been invited to the kingdom of Thailand to witness these two significant
events of the year 2013. However, due to my being physically feeble which prevents me
from travelling, I will not be able to first-hand experience these significant events; hence
I take this opportunity to place on record my sincere sentiments about these significant
events which are so important to both Thailand and Sri Lanka.

As Supreme Patriarch of the Sri Lanka Amarapura Maha Nikaya, I reminiscence of
the centuries-long uninterrupted goodwill relations between Thailand and Sri Lanka, wish
the organizers of the conference all success, and the present Sangha-Raj of Thailand good
health and speedy recovery, while wishing the King of Thailand the same.

Your honour Sangha-Raj, I wish to remind of an account of King Mahakappina who lived
in Dhamba-diva duringthe life of the Buddha who having renounced worldly life entered
the Order and later attained Arahanthood, the state of the fully liberated person. Having
heard the uttering of the word “Aho Sukkhan, aho sukhan” by Mahakappina thero,
the bhikkhus misunderstood him to be still thinking of past luxurious life he enjoyed
and brought to the notice of the Buddha. The Buddha summoned Mahakappina thero
and enquired. Mahakappina thero replying to the Buddha said, “I do not lament over
the pleasures and comforts I enjoyed, but the joy I derive from my present life. I think only
of the joy of the liberated state I achieved; “thus I utter “aho skkhan, aho sukhan”.

I quote: “Dhammapeethin sukan sethi-vippasannena chethsa
Ariyappa vedithe damme-sada ramathi panditho”

(Dhammapada)
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THIBBUTUWAWE SRI SIDDHARTHA SUMANGAILA i
MAHANAYAKA THERO
MALWATTHA CHAPTER OF THE SYAMOPALI
MAHA NIKAYA 7

MALWATU MAHA VIHARA
KANDY, -
SRI LANKA. ’

R S P S S TEL : 0094 81 2224066
- 0094 81 2222500

Message by Most Venerable Thibbotuwawe Sri Siddhartha
Sumangalabhidana Mahanayake Thero of Malwatta Chapter, Sri Lanka
on 10" Anniversary of United Nations, Wesak Celebration and birth
Anniversary of Venerable Sangharaja Thero of Thailand.

It is a great pleasure to have this occasion to issue a message of goodwill on the 10™
Anniversary of the United Nations, Wesak Celebration and Birth Anniversary of
the present Venerable Sangraja Thero of Thailand on the day of Sri Gautama Buddha’s
Birth enlightenment and demised.

After 236 years of the demise of Lord Buddha, during the reign of King Dewanampiyatissa
and with the visit of Mihindu Thero to Sri Lanka Wesak day is highly celebrated by Buddhist.
As per proposal submitted by Sri Lanka to United Nations Organisation in the year 1999
the Wesak day has been declared and International Wesak Day and it is considered by
Sri Lankan Buddhist a great privilege and highest achievement. It is greatly valued that
this internationally known Wesak day is grandly celebrated on the 10" Anniversary as well.

It is a great pleasure that the 10™ anniversary celebration of the present Maha Thero of
Thailand is fallen on the International Wesak day. Thero Som Thet Prah Gnanasamvara
born in Kanvanburi on 03" October 1913 was honored with position “Sangaraja” in 1989
by King and Queen of Thailand.

The Thero who followed Buddhism and used to a life in hermitage, step by step, received
positions in Buddhism, did all possible for upgrading education, building of hospitals
and did social work. The Thero also delivered sermons on Buddhism, meditation and
encouraged learning Buddhism even by those who are not people from Thailand. While
the books written by the Thero have been translated into English he has taken the leadership
to do whatever possible to preserve Theravada Sangha Society. Wishing the Thero the aid
of the Triple Gem for Happy continues life span with blessings of divine beings.

Yours in Dhamma,

. 6)

Most Venerable Thibbotuwawe Sri Siddhartha Sumangalabidhana Mahanayake Thero
Mahaviharavansika Syamopali Maha Nikaya
Malwatta Chapter, Kandy, Sri Lanka
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THE MESSAGE OF THE MOST VENERABLE MAHANAYAKA THERO

THE CHIEF INCUMBENT OF MAHA VIHARA VANSHIKA SHYAMOPALI
MAHA NIKAYA. ASGIRIY MAHA VIHARA CHAPTER

Vesak Full Moon Day is the most sacred day for the Buddhists all over the world. It is
the day on which the Bodhisattva was born, attained the Buddhahood and passed away. It is
an occasion in which the Buddhists, throughout the world engage in both materialistic and
ritualistic offerings to commemorate these historical events. It brings them spiritual bliss
and enriches their religious lives. In order to materialize their moral obligations the masses
should be in a calm and peaceful milieu. Accordingly the UNO declared Vesak Full Moon
Day as a special holiday providing the Buddhists with opportunities to engage in religious
observances.

As a measure of marking the aforesaid event and to enliven Buddhistic affairs in the world,
Mahachulalangkone Raja Vidyalaya of Thailand with the help of the Thailand government
initiated an International Vesak celebration in association with the Buddhist leaders of
Theravada, Mahayana and Thantrayana who are spread all over the world. We should
mention here that the very fact brings us a great pleasure. At this juncture that it completes
ten years from its inception we would like to express our gratitude to the government
of Thailand and to the rector of the Mahachulalangkone Raja Vidyalaya, the trailblazer
and others who organize manifold religious activities that enhance the faith of masses in
Dhamma.

I am personally learnt that the high priest of Thailand who presently reaches his centennial
birth anniversary has done a yeoman service to promote Buddhasasana, for Thais and for
the unity and prosperity of their country. While appreciating the service rendered by this
high priest in the sphere of international religious affairs by keeping contacts with Buddhist
countries, I would like to take this opportunity to wish him good health and long life
evoking the blessing of The Triple gem, The Tooth Relic and Jaya Sri Maha Bodhi!

Moreover I admire the appointment of the rector of the Mahachulalangkone University into
the Brahma Pandith or board of Sangaraja for his valued contribution to Sasanaya, religion
and Buddhist education. My blessing goes with him.

May the triple gem bless you all!

BN @ pepstane

Udugama Sri Buddharakkitha Maha Nayaka Thero
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28 April 2013
Congratulatory Message

Venerables, Sirs and Friends in the Dhamma

Once again we are gathering here to commemorate the thrice-sacred day of Vesak.
This significant event proves that the personality and teachings of Gotama Buddha have
been more and more widely appreciated by people in the world.

The reason for this is now unquestionable: the world is developing, and what we
need most is a sustainable development.

For such a development to be achieved, a true insight into the interrelation and
interdependence between people and nature is indispensable. And this is what Buddhism
has been able to afford humanity for more than 2500 years.

May the Dhamma be a source of inspiration to mankind in its development, today
as well as in the future!

ira

p—
Most Venerable Dhammavamso

Principal of Vietnam Theravada Buddhist College
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Bangladesh Bouddha Bhikkhu Mahasabha

(The Supreme Buddhist Sangha Council of Bangladesh)
Assembly of Mahasthabir Nikaya

(Affiliated with the world Buddhist Sangha Council)
Estd, 1753

Congratulation Message

Vesak dayisoneofthe mostsignificantdaysin Buddhist Cultureand History. [tcommemorates
three virtuous events of Lord Buddha-His luminous birth dignified enlightenment and
sacred Parinirvana (Great Passing Away). I feel proud of sending congratulatory Message to
the most Ven. Prof. Dr. Phra Brahmapundit Rector, MCU, The Royal Thai Government,
The Supreme Sangha Council of Thailand and Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University.
I am highly delighted to know that International Council for Day of Vesak along with
the Supreme Sagnha Council and the Royal Thai Government is going to celebrate
the 100" Birthday of His Holiness Somdet Phra Nyanasamvara, The Sangharaja of Thailand
and the 10™ Anniversary celebration of the United Nations Day of Vesak scheduled to
be held in the Royal Kingdom of Thailand. The role of Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya
University is highly appreciable for being the host of the celebration. The theme for
the 2013-Education and Global Citizenship: A Buddha’s Perspective, Carries an enriched
and important teachings of Lord Buddha’s Metta, Karuna, Mudita, Upekha for instilling
Truth, Love, Non-Violence, Peace in the hearts of human as well as all sentient beings.
The Buddhist message of compassion, tolerance and loving kindness for the good of all
sentient being should helf promoting ideals and values of Buddha’s teaching by eliminating
the evil force of Hatred, Violence, Anger, Greed, Unrest, Confrontation from the mind of
each individual in particular and all living beings of our strife-torn and conflict ridden
world in general.

Today’s world is at the octopus-grief of political unrest, social conflict social in-equality,
Terrorism, Imperialism, Oppression and Suppression. Lord Buddha’s great teachings
and the value of Triple Gems may help discarding the clouds off evil and destructive forces.
I wish a Grand Success of this Auspicious Vesak Day. I hope this happy and tranquility
in world of turbulence.

May all living beings be happy and the world be peaceful.

Ven. Bodhi Mitra Mahathero
Secretary General
Bangladesh Bouddha Bhikkhu Mahasabha
(Supreme Buddhist Sangha Council of Bangladesh)
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BANGLADESH BOUDDHA KRISTI PRACHAR SANGHA
Estd. 1949
Dharmarajika Buddhist Temple, Atisha Dipankar Sarak, P.O: Basabo, P.S: Sabujbag
Dhaka-1214, Bangladesh.

Tel. +88-02-7271419, Tel. & Fax: +88-02-7275665, E-mail: drbb1214@ymail.com

Date: 24.04.2013.
CONGRATULATORY MESSAGE

I am pleased to know that with the blessings of the Supreme Sangha Council and
the Royal Thai Government the two-day Celebration of the 10" United Nations Day of
Vesak is going to be held in Bangkok, Thailand from 21% to 22" May, 2013. I think the
theme for the celebration is ‘Education and Global Citizenship: A Buddhist Perspective’ is
most appropriate in the present day global situation.

On behalf of the Buddhists of Bangladesh and the Supreme Sangha Mahanikaya of
Bangladesh I extend my deep felicitation and blessings to all so that all living beings be free
from sufferings and be happy & peaceful in their lives. The thrice sacred Vesak Day birth,
enlightenment and great demise of Buddha is a historic event in the life of compassionate
Buddha enlightening the whole humanity with universal loving kindness, compassion,
sympathetic joy, equanimity and all other qualities pertaining human beings for attaining
ultimate bliss Nibbana.

I extend my sincere thanks to the organizers for their sincere continuous efforts in
materializing the far visions of UNDV for the welfare and happiness of human beings
through conferences, seminars and symposiums on various subjects focusing specially on
global issue like education, environment which are very much relevant to the Buddha’s
teachings in the context of the present day world. I also hope that in this present day
turmoiled world the more Buddha’s teachings are propagated, practiced the more the world
people will be benefited and the world peace will be restored.

I wish the Celebration a great success.

May all living beings be happy.

PN

(Sanghanayaka Suddhananda Mahathero)
President
Bangladesh Bouddha Kristi Prachar Sangha
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CONGREGATION BOUDDHIQUE MONDIALE LINH-SON
WORLD LINH-SON BUDDHIST CONGREGATION

BN INSTITUT LINH-SON

92 Rue Pasteur - 94400 VITRY SUR SEINE, FRANCE. Tel: 01.45.73.20.09 - Fax: 01.45.73.28.60.

Vitry Sur Seine, o May 2013

WORLD LINH-SON BUDDHIST CONGREGATION
Message
To the United Nations Day of Vesak Celebration
Bangkok, 21-22 May 2013

On behalf of Buddhist in France and my own, I wish to convey you my warmest
Congratulations to the Organizing committee of the 10" International Celebration of the
United Nations Day of Vesak in 2013 in the Kingdom of Thailand under the auspicious of
the Supreme Sabgha Council, Royal Thai Government and International Council of United
Nations Day of Vesak. My special thanks go to the Most Ven. Prof. Dr. Brahmapundit, the
Rector of Mahachulalongkorn Rajavidyalaya University and his energetic team who work
hard to make a great success of this event once again in the Kingdom of Thailand.

This year observance of the United Nations Day of Vesak, will become an exceptionally
important event as a reason of jointly celebration of the Birth, Enlightenment and Passing
away of the Buddha, Sakyamuni Gotama and the celebration of the 100" Birth Anniversary
of the His Holiness Somdet Phra Nyanasamvara, the Sangharaja of the Kingdom of
Thailand.

In his 45 years Ministry, as a teacher, the Buddha was to proclaim a path of deliverance. He
was popularly known a teacher of men and gods, as a reason of his revolutionary campaign
in opening the door education for ALL. Therefore, I certainly believe the Buddhist leaders,
who come to Thailand from around the globe, will jointly celebrate above events and, will
explore the main theme on “Education and Global Citizenship: A Buddhist Perspective”
in order to establish a society where each and every human being would enjoy peace and
security, social and economic progress, protection of bio-diversity and work for a better
human world.

I wish a great success of the Celebration in Bangkok Thailand.

Ven. Tempalawela Dhammaratana (Ph.D. Sorbonne)
Secretary General, Linh Son Buddhist Institute and Leadership Academy
Hon. President of French Buddhist Union, France
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NAMO BUDDHAYA

‘Maha Bodhi Society of India

(Founded by Anagarika Dharmapala in 1891)
[Registered under W.B.S.R. Act, 1961-Regn. No. 2666 of 1915-16]
Post Box No. 12365 O Grams : “Buddhist” Calcutta
Phone : 2241-5214/6536 4328 O Fax : 91-33-2219-9294
E-mail : mbsi_kolkata@yahoo.co.in O Website : www.mahabodhiindia.com

Headguarters:
SRI DHARMARAJIKA CHETIYA VIHARA
4A, Bankim Chatterjee Street, Kolkata-700 073, India 12.4.13

MESSAGE

The Maha Bodhi Society of India established by Angarika Dharmapala in 1891 takes this
opportunity to sent this message on the occasion of 10" United Nations Day of Vesak from
21 to 22" May, 2013 (BE 2556) in Thailand, Bangko

I am sending this message from the birth place of Buddha and Buddha Dhamma.

In my 40 years experience in India as a Buddhist Monk. Buddhism is still living in Indai in
a simple way but Thailand is known as yellow country. They still preserve Buddhism and
Buddhist Cultrue.

Therefore United Nations gave the responsibility to the Thai Sangha Council and Royal
Thai Government.

Through this Conference Buddha’s Peace message shall spread all over the world.
This is our prayer.

I saw past year the Most Venerable Prof. Dr.Phra Dharmakosajarn, Rector,
Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University was very well organized and conducted
the auspicious occasion with his dhamma friends.

I am praying to Triratna to successful Vesak Celebrations 2013 from 21 to 22™ May
(BE 2556)

Bhavatu Sabba Mangalam,

Your in the Dhamma,

Ven. Dr. D. Rewatha Thero

General Secretary Maha Bodhi Society of India
And Chief Sanghanayake of India
Mob.09936408000
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SEKOLAH TINGGI ILMU AGAMA BUDDHA
(STIAB) “SMARATUNGGA”

PROGRAM STUDI : DHARMA ACHARIYA
SK DIRJEN BIMAS BUDDHA NO. DJ.VI/18a/SK/2008 TGL 20 FEBRUARI 2008
STATUS : TERAKREDITASI B No : 040/BAN-PT/Ak-XII/S1/1/2010 TGL 8 JANUARI 2010

Message of the Principal of Smaratungga Buddhist College on
UN Vesak Day 2556 BE/2013

Namo Sanghyang Adi Buddhaya
Namo Tassa Bhagavato Arahoto Sammasambuddhassa
Namo Sarve Bodhisattvaya Mahasattvaya

‘The Buddha Come to Enlight the World’

Vesak Day is celebrated every year aims to embody and reflect the birth of a great
man “Sidharta Gautama”, struggle, and his success in overcoming the hardships of life.
For the humanistic side of ritualistic, religious life is a feature of Eastern Culture.
In harmony with the teachings of the Buddha of the middle way that to achieve the highest
goals are individual without neglecting the duties of a social obligation.

On behalf of Smaratungga Buddhist College, Boyolali, Indonesia, we would like
to say ‘Happy Vesak Day 2556 BE/2013° , may The Dhamma of thrice of Vesak will be
enlighten to all of us.

May all being be Happy

Sabbe Satta Bhavantu Sukhitatta
Best Regards

Principal of Smaratungga Buddhist College

Ven. Sutikyanto Sasana Bodhi, S.Ag, M. Hum
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Sitagu International Buddhist Academy
Date: 21 .5.2013

Congratulatory Message

To

The 10th Anniversary of Vesak

and 2602 years Anniversary of Birthday of
Siddattha Gotama, The Buddha

Today is the most significant day of the holiest teacher of the greatest religion.
First Prime minister of India, Nehru said “The Gotama Buddha is greatest Son of India.
Sir Edwin Arnold said “The Buddha is the light of Asia. But today on this occasion, I would
like to say the Gotama Buddha is Greatest Son of the Global mankind and he is the holy
light of whole universe. His teachings are also holiest religion of all religions.

Now, you all from many countries, from many different schools, come and gather
together in the united nation assembly hall on the great occasion of United Buddhist nation
day. This is the greatest manifestation of Peace, Harmony and Co-existence of Global
Buddhist brothers and sisters. Global Buddhist Unity will lead to Global peace and
happiness.

So the Buddha had announced the following statement 2600 years ago.
1. Sukho Buddhana Muppado, Arising of the Buddhas is happiness for the Global Citizens.

2. Sukha Saddamma Desana, Teaching of the sublime Dhamma is happiness for Universal
Citizens.

3. Sukha Samghassa Samggi, Unity of Buddhist community is happiness and peace for
the world.

4. Samagganam Tapo Sukho, The conducting of United monks, Nuns, all Buddhist brothers
and sisters is guiding and leading to peaceful, happy and better world we live in.
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I really appreciate and congratulate you all on successfully hosting 10th Anniversary of
United Nation day of the Buddha.

May all beings be peaceful, happy and liberated from sorrow and suffering.

227

/

Venerable Dr. Ashin Nyanissara (Ph.D., D.Litt.)

Chancellor of Sitagn International Buddhist Academies

Honorary Professor of
International Theravada Buddist Missionary University
Chairman of International Association of Theravada Buddhist Universities
Chairman of the board of director (TDSA)
Aggamahapandita, Mahadhammakathika Bahujanahitadhara,
Aggamaha Saddhammajotikadhaja
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State Pariyatti Sasana University (Yangon, Myanmar)
Date 5-5-2013
Congratulatory Message for

The 10th Anniversary Celebration of United Nations Day of Vesak

-Yours Holiness, Most Venerable and Members of the Maha Sangha
-Excellencies, Distinguished Participants, Ladies and Gentlemen

It is my pleasure and honour to extend a congratulatory message, on behalf of the State
Pariyatti Sasana University (Yangon), on this auspicious occasion of the 10™ International
ConferenceofUnitedNations DayofVesakbeingheldattheMahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya
University and at UNCC Conference Hall in the Royal Kingdom of Thailand from 21 May
to 22 May 2013 to celebrate the commemoration of the Birth, Enlightenment and entering
into Parinibbana of the Buddha Gotama. It is noted that this occasion coincides with the
Birthday of HH the Sangharaja of Thailand which celebrates its 100 anniversary on the 22"
of this month.

In this occasion, Education and Global Citizenship will be discussed with the viewpoint of
a Buddhist. Today, the world has faced numerous conflicts and crimes.

All those spring from three roots of evils such as greed (Lobha), anger (Dosa) and delusion
(Moha). They can be reduced and destroyed by the teaching of the Buddhas as follow:

Not to do any evil,

To do what is good,

To purify one’s mind,

This is the teaching of the Buddhas. (Dhammapada)

I would like to think to the organizer and host of this celebration and the Royal Thai
Government for their invitation to attend the ceremony. May last long the teaching of the
Buddha across the nations. May the people over the world practice the Dhamma preached
by the Buddha. May all beings be well and happy.

With the blessings of the Noble Triple Gems.

=.51.201%
Ven. Prof. Tejaniya
Head of Department
State Pariyatti Sasana University
Yangon, Myanmar
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ANANDAKT VIHAR

AT5 T - TARERIE

ANANDA KUTT VIHAR
(Estd. 1943 A.D.)

REEND: oosissviisassispsnsis Date:....iviininivize

Heartiest Congratulation on Success

There is no any doubt of its achievements of your 10 years experiences on uniting
the Buddhists from all over the world is worth worthy:.

It practically educate us the sense of global citizen under the family giving a great chance
of developing the brotherhood and sisterhood in your heart of humanity of mankind.
Buddha’s teaching of Catur brahma viharana - four great characters of living namely;
Métta - loving kindness

Karuna - Compassion

Mudita - Sympathetic joy

Upékkha- equanimity

Empower us to cross all kinds of barriers and to overcome all kinds of difficulties.

In fact, your timeless effort to educate and unite us giving chance to gather here is practical
platform of sense of global citizenship.

Indeed, we are all human mankind and thus a family; we have to realize the proper sense of
humanity and global citizenship through the education of Buddha’s teaching.

In such this is the practical ground to develop our brotherhood - sisterhood and harmony
under the one family concept of global citizen.

So, the organizer; you’re grateful for giving us the chance to feel it. You’re highly
appreciated by all of us.

Our sincere thanks goes to you and your entire members for successful completion
of 10" International conference on Vesak day of UN in Bangkok. We should thank to
the government of Thailand and Supreme Sangha Council of Thailand for their financial
and spiritual supports.

May Triple gem bless you all

Yours in dhamma

Venerable Dharma Murti Maha Thero
A. Abbot: Anandakuti Vihar
V. President: All Nepal Bhikkhu’s Association
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Buddhist College of Singapore

Buddhist College of Singapore
88 Bright Hill Road, Singapore 574117

08 April 2013

Congratulatory Message

I hereby extend my congratulations to the Royal Thai Government, the Supreme
Sangha Council, His Majesty the King and Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University
on the occasion of this 10™ anniversary celebration of the most sacred United Nations
Day of Vesak and the 100" Birthday of His Holiness Somdet Phra Nyanasamvara,
the Sangharaja of Thailand.

2013 started with tensions between some Asian countries which perhaps rightly justify
the theme for this year’s Vesak celebration, “Education and Global Citizenship: A Buddhist
Perspective”, a call for a global citizenship of harmonious and peaceful character.

I wish that the United Nations Day of Vesak Celebrations will be a resounding
success. May the Buddha bless His Holiness Somdet Phra Nyanasamvara with health and
wisdom!

Chuan Cheng (Venerable, PhD)
Vice-Rector /Assistant Professor
Buddhist College of Singapore
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BUDDHIST AND PALI COLLEGE OF SINGAPORE
(Affliliated To The Buddhist And Pali University Of Sri Lanka)

Well timed and Appropriate Theme for Discussion

It is a great pleasure to send a message of felicitations to the two-day celebration of the 10th
United Nations Day of Vesak to be held at United Nations Convention Centre in Bangkok,
Thailand from 21-22 May 2013/ BE 2556.

This year’s theme “Education and Global Citizenship: A Buddhist Perspective” selected for
discussion is well-timed and appropriate particularly in the context of the present political,
social and religious environment of the world. Since the world is becoming smaller and
smaller due to the unprecedented progress of communication and transport facilities in our
time, every Buddhist may eager to know his status and obligations as a global citizen.

I wish the conference every success

In this occasion I also invoke the blessings of the Triple Gem to be bestowed on Somdet
Phra Nyanasamvara, Sangharaja of Thailand for his good health and long life to continue
his good work for the Sasana.

Ven. Dr. P. Gnanarama PhD.; D.Litt. (Hon)

Principal
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11" April 2013

Congratulatory Message from Singapore

Our congratulation to His Holiness Somdet Phra. Nyanasamvara, the Sangharaja of
Thailand, on his 100" birthday. May the blessing of the Triple Gem be with him always
and may he lives as long as possible so that he can continue to share his wisdom in the Gift
of Dhamma with the world. With his wise advice and guidance, may the Buddha-Dhamma
reaches to wider masses of audience in the main population of every country in very corner
of the world.

To the host, The Royal Thai Government, and the principle organizer,
Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University, for putting together this event and also
creating an opportunity for Buddhists representatives from around the world to share and
discuss their respective experiences in expounding the Buddha-Dhamma, this would not be
possible through your dedicated, concerted hard work and energy. Sadhu! Sadhu! Sadhu!
to you.

Ven Seck Kwang Phing
Secretary-General
Singapore Buddhist Federation
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United Religions Initiatives of Asia

Office of Ven. Prof. Jinwol, 707 Seokjangdong, Gyeongju, 780-714 Republic of Korea
Phone: (+82-10) 6264-8260 E-mail: Jinwol@korea.com

April 28, 2013
Dear Members of Maha Sangha and Friends of the World:

Greetings of peace and compassion on the occasion of UNDV celebration. I wish that this
finds all of you in everywhere and anytime well and happy.

As the Secretary General of URI Asia, a multi-religious global network to create culture of
peace and healing for all living beings and Earth, as well as a Buddhist monk and professor
of Seon (Chan/Zen) studies and practice at Dongguk University, representing members
of the spiritual and academic communities of Asia in general and Korea in particular,
I would like to join with you all in the celebration for the triple auspicious day of Sakyamuni
Buddha, regarding His Birth, Enlightenment and Passing to Nirvana. I think that Vesak is
the most important and meaningful day for all human beings, no matter what one takes
a way of life, since the Buddha has been the greatest teacher for humanity and the most
compassionate leader of all sentient beings. Therefore, we should commemorate His life
and appreciate His teaching to promote peace and happiness of people around the world.
We have to carry out the purpose of resolution of UN keeping in mind with the universal
value and benefit for everyone.

I appreciate generous supports and efforts that financial contribution of the Thai
government and spiritual leadership of Thai Sangha, as well as the huge works
of Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University for preparation and management of
the event. We know the Cause and Effect that contributions and dedication of them to be
achieved great merit and rewards not only for themselves but also for all sentient beings
in the world.

May Buddha Dharma save all sentient beings and Earth!

May Peace and Harmony prevail on Earth!

(Ven. Dr. Jinwol Young Ho Lee)
Director, Institute of Seon, Dongguk University; Vice President of WFB;
Secretary General, United Religions Initiative of Asia
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People Sharing Happiness
PSH Korea

2013/4/30
Congratulatory Message

On behalf of the members of PSH Korea, I would like to express my warm greetings
and congratulations to the Organizing Committee for the 10" International Celebration on
the Occasion of United Nations Day of Vesak 2013/2556 held in Thailand.

Nowadays the thrice-sacred day of Vesak, Celebrating the Birth, Enlightenment and
Final Passing Away of the Lord Buddha, is not only celebrated by the Buddhist but also
the people being associated with the Buddha’s universal message of peace.

As followers of the Lord Buddha, more than anything, we have to enhance the level of
mutual trust and integration a step. This means we have to admit the other side. We should
try to solve problems through dialogue and compromise, and even after a conclusion
is reached we have to cooperate. What has been promised should be carried out with
responsibility so that our society will have a higher degree of predictability.

As for it, this gathering is the good chance to help raise awareness of the harmonization in
both its achievements and its challenges in the world.

Again, on behalf of the PSH Korea, I send my best regard to the members of the Organizing
Committee who have persevered in their efforts on UNDV (B.E. 2556) 2013 (The 10™
Anniversary of the United Nations Day of Vesak).

Yours sincerely in the Dhamma

bl
Ven. Sun Up

President, PSH Korea

1501 ART CASTLE, 198-10 Daejo-Dong, Eunpyung-Gu, Seoul, Korea
Zip:122-842

38



The Uganda Buddhist Centre

Off - Entebbe Road, Bulega,Garuga, Entebbe,
P.O. Box 898, Entebbe, Uganda.

Tel: +256(0)776 - 159985, +256(0)775 - 019180
www.ugandabuddhistcenter.org

April 19, 2013

Re: Congratulations to the 10" United Nations Day of Vesak Celebrations 2013.

On behalf of the Buddhist community in Uganda, Africa, I feel very honoured to write a
message of congratulations to His Holiness Somdet Phra Nyanasamvaraon His 100" birthday,
the Sangharaja of Thailand, the most venerable Prof. Dr. Phra Brahmapundit, the Royal
Thai Government, the Supreme Sangha Council and the Mahachulalongkornrajavidhalaya
University. [ am deeply grateful that you are organising the 10" United Nations Day of Vesak
celebrations on the theme of Education and Global Citizenship: A Buddhist Persapective.

I truly rejoice in this auspicious gathering of an international community of Buddhists
that are here to celebrate not only Vesak Day and the birthday of His Holiness but also to
discuss the relevance of the Buddhist enlightenment to the theme of education and global
citizenship in the 21* century. Such Dhamma discussions enable us all to contribute to
upholding the ancient wisdom of Lord Buddha while we develop new ways of applying the
teachings to the challenges we face in the modern world.

Moreover, I am extremely grateful that hthis august assembly has invited me along with
our Ugandan delegation to be part of this celebration. I do hope that our participation will
further promote the understanding of Buddhism in Uganda and Africa.

I wish a grand success to the United Nations Day of Vesak Celebrations and the 100™
birthday celebrations of His Holiness Somdet Phra Nyanasamvara.

Yours sincerely in the Dhamma,

Venerable Bhikkhu Buddharakkhita
Abbot and President of the Uganda Buddhist Centre.
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Wednesday, April 24, 2013

ICDV - the Synergizer and Energizer

There are many international Buddhist organizations and the ICDV, founded around
the historical and sacred Vesak day, is one of the prominent ones. It is now a decade since
the ICDV first brought together in Bangkok diverse international Buddhist communities,
both from the south and north divide or the east and west. Theravada, Mahayana and
Vajrayana from all corners of the world meet annually here. Buddhists from Africa, Central
and Latin America have also been amongst us.

One of the outcomes of those annual gatherings is the birth of the International
Association of Buddhist Universities, IJABU, in 2007. Since then, the IABU has taken
the responsibility of some ICDV’s flagship projects. One of such projects is the Common
Buddhist Text, CBT, representing all Buddhist traditions, which aims at producing
an up-to-date text for the 21 century audience. While celebrating the rich and diverse
traditions, the project also emphasizes a shared “journey of global awakening”. Comprising
of scholars from all traditions who have been working on this since 2010, the CBT
Compilation Committee is pleased to present a draft to the ICDV at its tenth conference
for comments and approval. In fact, this year, besides the plenary discussion session
on the main theme, the CBT will be the only working panel at the ICDV conference. Once
the comments and suggestions from leaders and scholars of the international Buddhist
communities have been incorporated, the CBT will be published and distributed free of
charge worldwide.

Another important international project the IABU has been working on is the Union
Catalog of Buddhist Texts, UCBT, an electronic undertaking to bring all Buddhist canonical
CD ROMs into one synergized resource. More technical and complex, this project is at its
advanced stage, requiring more dedication and collaboration on administrative, financial,
academic and technical aspects from all concerned.

It has been a privilege personally for me to have been part of this gathering for
the last nine years. I often read and reflect from the Bangkok Declarations we issue each
year to refresh the issues we have discussed, the ideas exchanged and the agreements
reached. Again, I have been truly honoured to have headed the Bangkok Declaration
drafting team for most of the past years. Although we have an awful lot of improvement
to do, the Declarations themselves express our ideals and dreams for a peaceful and better
world; they have in turn inspired many at the regional level to bring together positive
ideas. The annual ICDV gathering has certainly synergized and energized the Buddhist
communities.

Venerable Dr. Khammai Dhammasami DPhil (Oxford)
Executive Secretary, [ABU; Chairman, CBT Compilation Committee;
Co-Convener, UCBT; Fellow & Trustee, Oxford Centre for Buddhist Studies & Buddhist
Chaplain, University of Oxford, Britain
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The Los Angeles Buddhist Union
AR T A

=833 Emerson Place, Rosemead, CA o177 USA Tel: (626) 28c-1m3

Congratulatory Message for United Nations April 29, 2013
Day of Vesak 2013, Bangkok, Thailand

Dear venerable and distinguished guests,

On behalf of the Los Angeles Buddhist Union, I send these
greetings to you in appreciation of the effort that was during
the United Nations Day of Vesak (UNDV) this year. UNDV
had made history by bring all Buddhist traditions together.

I hope that other international Buddhist organizations will
learn from the activities at UNDYV to recognize the importance
of unity because all Buddhists face different challenges every
day. With the success of these activities, we can continue
to improve the friendship among Buddhists and other
communities to address global issues.

May the blessings of the Buddha be with all of you.

C/Q?z/ e

Godakalana Gunaratana

Bhante Chao Chu
President, Los Angeles Buddhist Union

INCORPORATED IN THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA AS A NON-FROFIT, TAX-EXEMPT
ORGANEIZATION FOR RELIGIOUS, EDUCATIONAL, AND CHARITABLE PURFOSES
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Bodhi Vihara — Buddhistisches Kloster Freising

Domberg 10, 85354 Freising, Germany

st of May 2556 (2013)

Education and Global Citizenship: A Buddhist Perspective

One question frequently encountered in Germany is the matter of how to classify
Buddhism. Is it a religion, is it a philosophy or maybe a way of life? Any of these answers
would be correct, yet the most precise response might be that it is an education system.
This teaching of Gotama Buddha, whose birth, going forth, awakening, and passing away
we now commemorate on the Day of Vesak, focuses on making the universal truths of
nature - the Dhamma - accessible to the student. Just as education aims at benefitting
anybody receptive to it, the Buddhist teaching awaits every person on this globe interested
in gaining knowledge about the physical and mental laws of nature while increasing one’s
practical understanding of the essential conditions of existence. An unshakeable optimism
generally harbored by educators is the prerequisite for any form of education and lies in
the conviction that mankind is able to solve its problems by selecting the right means
and methods. Buddhists equally believe in this possibility of human progress and reform.
This conviction gets even widened in Buddhism to the scope of embracing all sentient
beings on this planet, irrespective of their individual differences and free from any form of
illegitimate discrimination. At the same time, the focus is put on the spiritual and mental
aspects which lie at the core of all our activities.

According to the truth discovered by the Buddha, all beings are equally subject to the laws
of impermanence, suffering and non-self. Thus all beings equally partake in a global
community of students bound to the way towards liberation from all oppressing
circumstances through fully understanding the principles of existence. The identity of
global citizenship, brought about through this incredibly tightly woven net of karmic
interdependence of beings, can only be ignored by those who have not been able to obtain
the information needed to achieve to a correct understanding of what the world is really
like. We observe that the dispelling of ignorance and the bringing of light is the common
principle that education is based on, be it academic or spiritual. For this reason, education
is globally treasured by the whole world community.

Now, on the other side, education and citizenship do not only come along with privileges
yet also rightfully with duties. Therefore, on this auspicious occasion I would like to point
out the immense need for the traditionally Buddhist nations to reinforce their dedication
to share the teachings, to educate those willing to train, and to promote the awareness of
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being a role model to the rest of the world community in regard to Dhamma practice. As
a delegate from a country where Buddhist education is still hardly available and even
the basic facilities for monastic life and communal activities are not sufficiently established,
I would like to appeal to our venerable Dhamma brothers and sisters from the Buddhist
homelands to increasingly focus on the importance of supporting Buddhist structure
building and to continue to improve dhammaduta efforts in a global approach. Anukampam
upadayal!

With deep gratitude to the venerable Sangha’s efforts, the Royal blessings, the just
Government’s protection and all the well wishings from the divine guardians, I thank you
for this supreme honor and opportunity bestowed on us delegates from Germany to join in
the celebrations of the UN Day of Vesak.

With anjali,

Thitadhammo Bhikkhu

spiritual director
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KERTARAJASA BUDDHIST COLLEGE
EAST JAVA - INDONESIA

22 Avril 2013

Congratulatory Message on the Occasion of the
10th Anniversary Celebrations of the United Nations Day of Vesak 2013 (B.E. 2556)
21 - 22 May 2013/2556B.E.

The United Nations Day of Vesak is a great event when world Buddhists celebrate the birth
day, enlightenment and passing away of the Buddha. It is the day we celebrate the great
victory, the attainment of purity and Nibbana. Today, on this very auspicious occasion,
Buddhists from all over the world should join hands to bring forth the message of wisdom
of the Buddha in promoting Education and Global Citizenship.

There are three problems of the religion followers of the world, including the Buddhist,
that they don’t consider religiosity is the essence of all religion. The impact is that religions
are not capable to response many crucial humanity issues, such as poverty, consumerism,
hedonism, sexual exploitation unjust and violent especially to the marginal or minority
communities. Solidarity, caring, loving-kindness and compassionate teaching are only seen
in the holy books. It’s very difficult to be found in the real life.

All religions and faiths should focus to influence their followers to improve their spirituality
which reflection in their activities related to free from the above suffering. Buddhism
is popular with non-violence teaching but the reality in many Buddhist countries the
discrimination and violence are happened there. That is not good promotion of Buddhism.
Religions and faiths should be able to change the adherents and the government to be
more sensitive to the humanitarian issues and more professional to give their service to
the marginal communities.

On behalf of the Kertarajasa Buddhist College, I would like to convey my heartfelt gratitude
to the Supreme Sangha Council, the Royal Thai Government, the International Council
Day of Vesak (ICDV) and Mahachulalongkornrajvidyalaya University (MCU) for making
much effort and hosted the 10th Anniversary Celebrations of the United Nations Day of
Vesak 2013 (B.E. 2556). Let us celebrate the auspiciousness of Vesak by performing as
much as meritorious deed to bring peace and happiness in the world.

%

-

Bhikkhu Subhapfino Mahathera, S.H.,M.M.
Dean of Kertarajasa Buddhist College
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Buddhismo Theravada México AR
Dhamma Vihara
El Zacatal S/N
Jilotepec, Ver., CP 91380
México
Thursday, May 2, 2013

Congratulatory Message for United Nations Day of Vesak
Celebrations & Buddhist Conference 2013

Vesak is the most important date in the Buddhist calendar. In the Theravada countries
this date is used to mark a new Buddhist year. Therefore this year’s Vesak will mark the
beginning of the year 2556 since the Buddha’s passing away.

This tenth international celebration represents a continuing remarkable effort to bring
together Buddhist leaders, academics, scholars and participants to commemorate the three
important events in the life of the Buddha, His Birth, Enlightenment and Passing Away, and
also, this year, to discuss the main subject: Education and Global Citizenship - A Buddhist
Perspective.

On behalf of the Mexico Delegation I would like to express our gratitude to the organizers
of this important event for making possible this large congregation of Buddhists from
every part of the world to discuss and exchange ideas on how to make a better world
through education and global citizenship under the Buddha’s main guidelines of wisdom
and compassion.

May the Buddha’s teachings illuminate the way of all of us for the peace and welfare of all
beings!

Blulsech, ”“’“"’"—‘3*""":‘-.

Ven. Bhikkhu Nandisena

Abbot Dhamma Vihara

Spiritual Director of

Buddhismo Theravada México AR
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Date 2013/04/30

Congratulatory Message to the 10™ Anniversary Celebration United Nations

Day of Vesak 2013 at Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University (MCU) of Thailand.

I am very happy to give this message of congratulation for the success of the 10" Anniversary
Celebrations of United Nation Day of Vesak (B.E. 2556) 2013 and 100™ Birthday celebration
of His Holiness Somdet Phra Nyanasamvara, the Sangharaja of Thailand. We are proud
to be your side for the rocking achievement and success the Mahachilalongkorajavidlaya
University (MCU) is making in the field of Buddhist education and now as the principal
organizer and host to this event.

It is my firm belief that we Buddhists will have a significant contribution to spread Buddha
Dhamma which has been in existence for over 2500 years to serve the humanity in this
universe, through the teaching of Buddhist philosophy, which has the practical role to play
in the life science in this modern world.

The event with theme f “Education and Global citizenship: A Buddhist Perspective” is very
timely to build a network and collaboration with all the countries of the word to establish
the World Peace as envisage by the United Nation in Buddhist Perspective.

I offer my greetings to all the participants to this event, as well as my sincere prayers that
this even be successful in realizing practical way of understanding “Buddhist Education”
and give inner peace to the humanity, and help to lead for world peace.

Your in Dhamma

Bhikshu Nigrodha,
Principal, World Peace Buddist School
Secretary, Vishwa Shanti Viher.
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Consequent to the proposal made to the United Nations by Sri Lanka., in the year
1999, the Vesak Day was declared an International Day for Commemoration. This day
was celebrated for the first time in 2001 in the city of New York from the year 2004.
The Government of Thailand celebrated this day continuously for ten years. On this
occasion of'its 10th anniversary. I wish to extend my heartfelt felicitations. This anniversary
celebration was organized from the beginning by the Maha Chulalankorn Rajavidyalaya
University, and was continued under the leadership of its Rector with the participation of
about 70 countries successfully with great splendour. From the start, up to this day, there
was full participation of Most Venerable Maha Nayaka Theros, leaders of Governments,
Ministers, Members of Parliament and Professors.

This International Day of Vesak is to be commemorated in the year 2013 also with
the intention to mark the one hundredth Birth Anniversary of most venerable Gnanasamvara
Snagharaja Maha Thera to bless Him and the King. Concurrent to this anniversary
celebrations, a conference is held on the theme “Education and the Global Citizenship-
a Buddhist Perspective”, This time too, as usual, Most Venerable Mahanayaka Theras
of the Three Nikayas, Ministers, Members of Parliament and a large number of scholars
would participate.

While wishing professor Brahma Pandit Nayaka Thero, the Rector of the Maha
Chulalankorn Rajavidyalaya University who gives leadership to all these activities
to continue to lead these affairs for a long time by the Grace of Triple Gem, I also wish
long life and good health to the Most Venerable Sangharaja Maha Thera and the King of
Thailand.

Dr. Akuratiye Nanda Nayaka Thero.
Editor in Chief of Sinhala Dictionary and
Chief Prelate of Western Province in Sri Lanka.
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Rev, llukpitive Pannasekara Thero. ML.A

The Chief Monk for the African Continent

THE BUDDHIST ASSOCIATION
( Established 1920 — Reg No - 8.0. 537)
WEST UPANGA, MINDU STREET , PLOT NO 606,
P.O. Box 6665, Dar es Salaam
Tanzania. East Africa
Tel: + 255 713 451745, + 255 22 2150422, +255 757 713137, Fax +2552150338

05.04.2013

“ Dhamma chari sukhan seti asmin loke paran hicha”
May The Noble Triple gems Bless you all !
Dear Friends in Dhamma,

I am very happy to give my felicitations for the occasion of the united day of Vesak
Celebration which will be held from May 21 & 22, to celebrate the Birth, Enlightenment
and Passed away of the Buddha in Bangkok in Kingdom of Thailand. I would like to
express my profound thanks to the organizing committee to make this event very valuable
for all in every year since 2004. This is the very wonderful occasion to keep our unity
among different sectors on Buddhism around the world.

I firmly hope that this UN day of Vesak celebrations will bring about resounding success
in forging strong solidarity and brotherhood of all Buddhists for the good, for benefits and
for happiness of all beings.

At the end of my message, I wish all of you be endowed with four wishes of our Buddha,
Longevity, Good Complexion, Happiness and Strength.

May all beings be freed from suffering and in Peace!!!

O

Rev ILukpitiye Pannasekara Nayaka Thero

The Chief Monk for Africa Continent

PATRON — THE BUDDHIST ASSOCIATION — TANZANIA

VICE PRESIDENT - DHAMMADUTA COMMITY ( WFB) WORLD FELLOSHIP OF BUDDHIST -
THAILAND

PRESIDENT AND PATRON — KIND HEART AFRICA Orphanage Project — (KHA) TANZANIA
COMMISSIONER — INTERFAITH ACTION FOR PEACE IN AFRICA (IFAPA)
TRUSTEE—INTER RELIGIOUS COUNCIL FOR PEACE, TANZANIA (IRCPT)

AMBASSADOR FOR PEACE — INTER RELIGIOUS & INTERFAITH FEDARATION FOR WORLD
PEACE (IIFWP)

PRESIDENT AND PATRON - INTERNATIONAL BUDDHIST RELIEF ORGANISATION (IBRO) —
TANZANIA

DHAMMA TEACHER - AFRICAN BUDDHIST SEMINARY (ABS) - SOUTH AFRICA
HONURARY MEMBER - DAR ES SALAAM ASSOCIATION OF SPAIN

www.pannasekara.com
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=R TONGMYONG UNIVERSITY
Tongmyong University
428, Sinseon-ro, Nam-gu
Busan, 608-711, Republic of Korea
Tel. (82) 51-629-0114
Fax. (82) 51-629-2819
URL: www.tu.ac.kr

Congratulatory Message

Your Holiness, all Venerable Sangha, Distinguished Delegates, and Dhamma Friends!

It is a great honor for me to participate in the celebration of the 10th International
Celebration on the Occasion of United Nations Day of Vesak 2013/2556 in Thailand. The
event is to be held in Thailand from May 21st to 22nd. [ would like to express my profound
gratitude to the event’s organizers: The Royal Kingdom of Thailand, The Supreme Sangha
Council, The Royal Thai Government, the Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University.

I also very congratulate the 100th Birthday of his Holiness Somdet Phra
Nyanasamvara, the Sangharaja of Thailand. I look forward to wishing his Holiness Somdet
Phra Nyanasamvara many more happy birthdays.

The theme of this conference is Education and Global Citizenship: A Buddhist
Perspective. This theme is very appropriate for the age of globalization because this world
is a great flow of events that are linked together and participate in one another. Buddhism
also presents in the situation of globalization, so that we Buddhists must contribute to
improve the world globalization based on the Buddhist teachings.

My special thanks go to the Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University for taking this
good chance to share our viewpoints in integrating the Buddha’s progressive idea into the
globalized world.

Finally, I would like to express my best wishes for the utmost success of the
celebration of United Nations Day of Vesak 2013/2556.

May all beings be well and Happy!

Bhikkhuni Soun
Assistant Professor
Tongmyong University
Busan, Korea
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Jodo Shinshu Buddhist Association from Romania

April 11th 2013

Dear brothers and sisters in the Dharma

In the Mahayana Brahmajala Sutra (Bommo kyo in Japanese) it is said:

“A disciple of the Buddha should have a mind of compassion and cultivate the practice
of liberating sentient beings. He must reflect thus: throughout the eons of time, all male
sentient beings have been my father, all female sentient beings my mother. I was born of
them.”

Also, Shinran Shonin, the Founder of Jodo Shinshu school to which I belong, said:

“All sentient beings, without exception, have been our parents and brothers and sisters in
the course of countless lives in many states of existence.”

The filial piety towards all sentient beings is strongly related with the Buddhist doctrine
of interdependence according to which all beings and things in the Universe are closely
related and they influence one another. Nobody lives alone and we all depend on each other.

It is told that in the heaven of the great god Indra there is a wonderful net which has
been hung in such a manner that it stretches out infinitely in all directions. In each eye of
the net there is a glittering jewel, and the net being infinite, it follows that the jewels are
also infinite in number. If we arbitrarily select one of them and look closely at it we see that
on its polished surface there are reflected all the other jewels in the net, infinite in number.
Not only that, but each of the jewels reflected in this one jewel is also reflecting all the other
jewels, so that there is an infinite reflecting process occurring.

This image of the jewel net of Indra is often used in Buddhism to illustrate the infinity of
reciprocal relations between all the members of the Universe. Let us meditate on it when
celebrating this year Wesak meeting.

Namo Amida Butsu

Rev Josho Adrian Cirlea
Head priest and representative of Jodo Shinshu Buddhist Association from Romania
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UNITED NATIONS NATIONS UNIES

THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

MESSAGE ON VESAK DAY

24 May 2013

Vesak Day is a celebration for Buddhists worldwide and an opportunity for all
members of the international community to benefit from their rich traditions.

This year’s observance, falling at a time of widespread strife and misery, is
an occasion to examine how Buddhist teachings can inform our response to prevailing
challenges.

Confronting the troubling problems facing our world is consonant with Buddhism.
The Buddha himself, as a young prince, left the safety of his palace to discover the four
sufferings of birth, sickness, old age and death.

While such painful realities cannot be avoided, Buddhism offers insights into how
to cope with them. Its history is replete with inspiring examples of the transformative
power of Buddhist philosophy.

The legendary King Ashoka, a conqueror who presided over a brutal reign
in India some three centuries after the Buddha’s passing, ultimately converted to Buddhism,
renounced violence and embraced peace.

The values that King Ashoka espoused, including human rights, democratic
governance and respect for the dignity of life, are common to all great religions. The fact
that he was able to embrace them after years of brutal war offers proof that the goodwill of
individuals can end widespread suffering.

Now more than ever, we need the spirit of non-violence to help inspire peace and
quell conflict.

I offer my best wishes to believers celebrating Vesak Day, and my sincerest hopes
that we may all draw on spiritual ideals to strengthen our resolve to improve our world.
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=~ | Ms.IrinaBokova
“ N [S H ! Director-General of UNESCO

S for the souvenir program of the United Nations Day of Vesak celebration
Uniled Nations “Education and Global Citizenship: A Buddhist Perspective”.

Educational, Scientific and
Cultural Organization | Bangkok, 21-22 May 2013

Organisation

des Nations Unies  _
pour I'éducalion,

la science et la culture

Bepriastn Onthis 10th anniversary ofthe celebration of United Nations Day of Vesak, [ wish
de las Naciones Unidas  * t0 express heartfelt greetings to all Buddhists around the world. I congratulate
ey aiasion. * the Royal Thai Government and the Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya
——_ University for marking this year’s celebration with an international conference
O6weaurerrsix Hawmt no * on the theme of “Education and Global Citizenship: A Buddhist Perspective.”
sonpocam o6pas3oBaHns, : :
wayku i kynetyper * Lhis theme could not be more timely or relevant.
_ Beaidll HS"“@ " We are living in times of uncertainty. Individuals are buffeted by change,
Lladlly alally et - apd societies everywhere are being tested by crisis and natural disasters,
I o> [¥#¢ 75 - deep inequalities and enduring tensions. Local challenges are increasingly
FEw R et dla global and increasingly .complex. In this context, education ha}s never been
so important — as a basic human right, essential for human dignity, and as
the foundation for sustainability.

“Peace comes from within,” Buddha said. “Do not seek it without.”

Education is the best way to build peace from within, by giving everyone
the tools they need for self-fulfilment. On a planet under pressure, education
is a force to shape new ways of thinking and acting, to build resilient societies
able to adapt to change and mitigate its impact. Each of us must recognize
the responsibility we carry towards others and our planet. This is a wellspring
for the global solidarity we need to tackle the challenges all societies face
on the basis of equality and respect. For this, education is essential.

These goals underpin the Education for All movement that UNESCO is leading,
as well as our work in advancing education for sustainable development
for peace and human rights, and for health. Fostering global citizenship
stands at the heart of the new Global Education First Initiative, launched by
UN Secretary General, Ban Ki-moon, in September 2012, which UNESCO is
steering forward. Our aim is to equip children, young people and adults with
the knowledge, attitudes and skills to allow them to make informed choices
and responsible decisions on the basis of solidarity and respect. Education is
the way to link the ‘local’ with the ‘global” and to ensure action on the basis of
shared values and responsibility.

52



Fostering global citizenship through education is essential for building genuine
and lasting peace. It is vital also for laying the foundations for more inclusive
and sustainable development. Our goal must be to empower all women and
men, girls and boys, to act for positive change, together.

This is why this International Conference is so important. I wish you fruitful
deliberations and look forward to their results.

/MM ng c

Ms. Irina Bokova
Director-General of UNESCO
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PRIME MINISTER
CANBERRA

MESSAGE FROM PRIME MINISTER JULIA GILLARD

UNITED NATIONS DAY OF VESAK 2013

It is with great pleasure that I send my best wishes to everyone celebrating
the United Nations Day of Vesak.

Vesak is of global importance to the Buddhist community as it gathers to
commemorate Buddha Gautama and contemplate his message of compassion
and goodwill.

This occasion also offers a time for reflection and the opportunity for all to learn
from the teachings of equality, respect and understanding that are such a rich
part of Buddhism.

The world is increasingly interdependent and complex, and we are more
connected to one another than at any point in history. It is thus increasingly
important that tolerance, non-violence and diligence - Buddhist values - are
demonstrated in all of our relationships within local and global communities.

In Australia, the Buddhist community has done much to shape the strong
and resilient multicultural nation we enjoy today; a nation that celebrates all
backgrounds, cultures, customs and religions and ties our society with the
region and world around us.

With these thoughts in mind I send my warmest regards to all those celebrating
the 10t United Nations Day of Vesak. May this be a time of peace and blessing

for you all.
.,A < 5/('( M

The F¥onourable Julia Gillard MP
Prime Minister of Australia
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Message

I am delighted to know the 10" United Nations Day of Vesak (UNDV) is going
to be observed at Bangkok from 21-22 May 2013 sponsored by the Royal Kingdom of

Thailand, Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University and Supreme Sangha Council of
Thailand.

Buddhism in Bangladesh is as old as from the time of the Buddha. The people
of Bangladesh are enriched with its rich heritage and civilization. Recent excavation and
discovery of Vikrampuri Buddhist Monastery at the birth place of world renowned saint
scholar Atisha Dipankar Srijnan bears testimony of the Buddhist heritage in Bangladesh.

Historically, Bangladesh maintains communal harmony. The believers of various
religions of the soil have been practicing their religious activities freely and share
the festivities with others. The present government patronizes the development of
the religious institutions including Buddhism.

I wish the UNDV World Buddhist Congregation a great success.

Joi Bangla, Joi Bangabandhu
May Bangladesh Live Forever.

ﬂw‘! e '

Sheikh Hasina
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State Administration for Religious Affairs
The People’s Republic of China

Congratulatory Messages
From
H.E. Mr. Dan Ba
Adviser, Chinese Buddhist Delegation for the UNDV 2013 in Bangkok
Chief of Policies and Legislation Department
State Administration for Religious Affairs of China

It is a great honor to be invited by the Most Ven. Prof. Dr. Phra Brahmapundit, Rector of
Mahachulalongkornrachaviyalai University for the celebrations both to the 100" Birthday
Anniversary of His Holiness Somdet Phra Nyanasamvara, the supreme patriarch of
Thailand and the 10™ Anniversary Celebration of the United Nations Day of Vesak on
the Occasion of UNDV 2013, which will be held in Bangkok, Thailand from 215 to 22",
May of 2013. I hereby, as the adviser of Chinese Buddhist delegation and representative
of State Administration for Religious Affairs of China, extend sincere congratulations for
opening of the grand occasion. May a happy Vesak Day to all delegates from various
countries and religions in the world for the celebration in Bangkok!

In celebration to the 100" Birthday Anniversary of His Holiness Somdet Phra Nyanasamvara,
the supreme patriarch of Thailand in this year, we’d like to extend the best wishes to
His Holiness Somdet Phra Nyanasamvara the supreme patriarch, His Majesty of the King
and the Queen as well as people of Thailand.

May His Holiness Somdet Phra Nyanasamvara, the supreme patriarch, His Majesty of
the King and Queen as well as people of Thailand in blessings of happiness and
auspiciousness in everyday!

May the grand occasion a complete success!

V4

H.E. Mr. Dan Ba
Adviser, Chinese Buddhist Delegation for the UNDV 2013 in Bangkok

Chief of Policies and Legislation Department
State Administration for Religious Affairs of China
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Message of Congratulations on the United Nations Day of Vesak B.E.2556 (2013)

From

General Prem Tinsulanonda, President of the privy Council and Statesman

EE R TR S R S SR R R R R TR R R S o R S S

The United Nations Day of Vesak commemorates the Birth of the Lord Buddha,
His Attainment of Enlightenment (Nirvana) and His Death (Parinirvana) with the religious
activities in His remembrance. Most notably, this 10® International Celebration of
the Occasion of United Nations Day of Vesak 2013 also coincides with the Celebration of
the 100" Birthday Aniversary of His holiness Somdet Phra Nyédnasamvara, the Supreme
Patriarch of Thailand

I hereby extend my sincere congratulations for Thailand’s successful organization
of the United Nations Day of Vesak to pay homage to the Lord Buddha and also my
felicitations to Thai Government, Thai Sangha and all those who made great effort and
contributions to these remarkable and precious activities for all Thais and Buddhists
worldwide.

General fr«#——-—-"" .

(Prem Tinsulaninda)

President of the privy Council and statesman
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Message
from
Her Excellency Ms. Yingluck Shinawatra
Prime Minister of the Kingdom of Thailand

Vesak Day encompasses the birth, enlightenment and reaching of Nirvana of
the Lord Buddha. Not only is it well recognized as one of the most meaningful days in
the Buddhist calendar, but this Holy Day has also been officially recognized by the United
Nations through its General Assembly’s resolution 54/115 adopted in 1999 which Thailand
was honoured to co-sponsor. Indeed, Vesak Day is commemorated annually at the UN
Headquarters and by many countries with Buddhist communities worldwide.

Traditional Buddhist activities on Vesak Day included listening to sermons, walking
around Buddha’s relics, or “Wien Thien” and making merit in order to pay respects to
the Holy Triple Gem. In addition to these formal religious activities, Buddhists should also
pay attention to right practice and follow the Lord Buddha’s teachings in everyday life.

I would like to thank the International Association of Buddhist Universities and
International Council of the United Nations Day of Vesak for organizing the celebration of
United Nations Day of Vesak, under the timely theme “Education and Global Citizenship:
A Buddhist Perspective”. The conference will also mark the celebration of the 100™
Birthday Anniversary of His Holiness Somdet Phra Nyanasamvara, the Supreme Patriarch
of Thailand, on 3rd October 2013.

By the grace of the Holy Triple Gem, may the international celebration on
the United Nations Day of Vesak 2013 and all individuals and agencies involved in this
event be blessed with happiness.

Y ke

(Yingluck Shinawatra)
Prime Minister of the Kingdom of Thailand
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Message on the Buddhist Vesak Day, 24 May B.E.2556
By His Excellency, Plodprasop Suraswadi, Ph.D.
Deputy Prime Minister, the Kingdom of ThaiL.and

On December 13rd, 1999 the United Nations General Assembly praised and

declared the full moon day of the 6™ month (Thai lunar calendar) as an important day
of the world due to the Buddha’s miracle and the Buddha’s teaching (Tri-Pitaka 84,000
Dhamma-Kanta) leading for a peaceful home. Let all people in the world study and apply
the knowledge of the Buddha’s teaching as these suggestions:

1.

Be aware that the Buddha’s teaching are difficult, complicate, profound and hard to
understand. The Buddhist doctrine must be continuously studied on a regular basis
as a normal education in the world. It must be start from kindergarten, elementary,
secondary then higher education so that the knowledge would be strengthened
step-by-step.

Must know that the Tri-Pitaka consists of Vinaya Pitaka 21,000 Dhamma-Kanta
Suttanta are the teachings of results (Vipaka: the result of Kamma 49); they are final
and difficult to understand by nowadays human beings (Sukati-Ahetuka-Bukala).
So people who need to learn the Tri-Pitaka must start remembering at Apidhamma
which is the original of Vinaya and Suttanta.

The Buddha appointed the Tri-Pitaka to represent the Buddha after the day of Parinipana
(the Buddha died). Thus, we must promote and support the study of Tri-Pitaka and
the complete of —Pitakaa-Jatuparisa (Bhikku, Bhikkuni, Upasaka, and Upasika) to
build the strong unity and exchange knowledge under the Buddha teachings. We do
not whatever contradicts to the discipline and try not to repeat the same mistake again.

Plodprasop Suraswadi, Ph.D.
Deputy Prime Minister
The Kingdom of ThaiLand
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Message
H.E. Mr.Surapong Tovichakchaikul

Deputy Prime Miniter and Miniter of Foreign Affairs of the Kingdom of
Thailand

I wish to command the International Association of Buddhist Universities,
the International Council for the Day of Vesak, the Sangha Supreme Council, and
Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University, for their continued efforts in organizing
a series of international seminars on the auspicious occasion of the World Visakha Bucha
Day during the past ten years. The theme for this year’s seminar - Education and Global
Citizenship: A Buddhist Perspective captures the dynamics of education in a globalized
world and will certainly generate discussions that reflect the Buddhist approach to education
and human resource development.

The celebration of Visakha Bucha Day plays an important role in reminding all
Buddhists of Lord Buddha’s life-guilding principles and His contributions to mankind.
Buddhism although originated in remote antiquity, still carries much relevance in modern

times, as it points the way to overcoming basic human sufferings — birth, old age, illness,
and death.

Thailand’s hosting of international events in observance of the World Visakha
Bucha Day 2013 will not only further promote the Kingdom as the world’s center for
Buddhism, but will also help foster closer relations among Buddhist communities in all
corners of the world.

I am confident that the international seminar will serve as a platform for Buddhists
worldwide to show their unity and commitment to spreading the noble teachings of Lord
Buddha to a wider audience across the globe, I wish the organizing committee of this
seminar success in its endeavors to celebrate the birth, enlightenment and passing of Lord
Buddha.

(Surapong ToVichakchaikul)

Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs
of the Kingdom of Thailand
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Message

From
His Excellency Mr. Phongthep Thepkanjana

Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Education

Vesak Day is one of the most meaningful days for Buddhists all over the world.
The day commemorates the birth, enlightenment, and attainment of Nirvana of the Lord
Buddha, who is greatly filled the wisdom, purity and compassion. Having been enlightened,
the Lord Buddha deliberately spent 45 years traveling across India to preach his teachings
and take humankind away from all of their sorrow. Although it has been 2,600 years since
his enlightenment, the teachings still remain as powerful and applicable philosophy to
follow as ever. In recognition of the significance of Vesak Day, the United Nations officially
adopted a resolution honoring Vesak Day to be an important day of the world.

Thailand is honored to host the 10th International Celebration on the United Nations
Day of Vesak during 21-22 May 2013. The event ensures the wide spread of Buddhism
throughout the world and reveals the strong solidity among all Buddhists. Moreover,
the Event held this year will mark the celebration of the 100th Birthday Anniversary of His
Holiness Somdet Phra Nyanasamvara, the Supreme Patriarch of Thailand, on 3 October
2013.

On the auspicious occasion, I would like ot extend my sincere appreciation to
the organizer and all concerned parties of the Event. Therefore, by the grace of the Holy
Triple Gem, may the 10th International Celebration on the United Nations Day of Vesak be
blessed with success, so that it can bring inner peace and serenity of all Buddhists forever.

(Phongthep Thepkanjana)

Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Eduation
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Message
By
H.E. Mr. Somsak Pureesrisak

Minister of Tourism and Sports

On the World Vesak Day 2013

*hhkkErkhkkAhhkkhhkkkihkhkihkhkihiiiixx

It is my great prestige that Thailand will be the host to organize the significant
international Buddhism event entitled “Education and the world’s Citizen: A Buddhism
Perspective” on the occasion of celebrating the 10" Anniversary of World Vesak Day 2013.
It is, therefore, a good opportunity for the Thai people to welcome worldwide people to
participate in this auspicious event.

Additionally the objective of this event is to celebrate the 100™ Birthday Anniversary
of His Holiness Somdet Phra Nyaasamvara, the supreme patriarch of Thailand. It is a great
time for Thai Buddhists not only to pay respect for their beloved families, but also to
pay the royalty to His Majesty the King Bhumibol Adulyadej and Her Majesty the Queen
Sirikit.

On behalf of the Ministry of Tourism and Sports, I would like to take this opportunity
to convey my good wishes to all the Thai people for contribution to promote and support
all the Buddhism activities to be prosperity. Lastly, I wish the “Education and the world’s
Citizen: A Buddhism Perspective” success and attain the optimum goals.

(H.E. Mr. Somsak Pureesrisak)
Minister of Tourism and Sports
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Message from

Air Chief Marshal Sukumpol Suwanatat
Minister of Defence

On the Occasion of Celebrating Visakha Bucha Day 2013

Visakha Bucha Day (Vesak Day) is one of the most important days in Buddhism.
Three important incidents in the life of Lord Buddha, i.e. the Birth, The Enlightenment,
and The Passing Away, miraculously fall on the same month and day (the full moon
day of sixth lunar month in Buddhist calendar). To celebrate this great day (declared by
the United Nations as an International Day), Buddhist from all over the world are gathering
in Bangkok to attend the conference titled “Education and the world’s Citizen: A Buddhism
Perspective”. In this auspicious occasion we also celebrate the 100" Birthday Anniversary
of His Holiness Somdet Phra Nyaasamvara, the Supreme Patriarch of Thailand.

I would like to take this opportunity to convey my best wishes to all the participants
for attending these academic and religious activities. I hope this will contribute to the
well-being of mankind and undoubtedly, enhance the religion institution in this country.

Air Chief Marshal Sukumpol Suwanatat

Minister of Defence
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Message

Form
H.E. Siriwat Kajornprasart

Deputy Minister of Agriculture and Cooperatives, Thailand

Visakha Puja Day falls on the full moon day of the sixth lunar month, marking
the three significant incidents in the life of the Lord Buddha, i.e. his birth, his enlightenment,
and his entry into parinibbana (passing away). Attaining the enlightenment on Ariyasacca
or the Four Noble Truths, the Lord Buddha was free desire and depression. He graciously
taught all living creatures, gods, and men. The Enlightened One’s 3 virtues are infinite useful
for humanity. Accepted by Buddhists and the world: he has named “The Great Spiritual
Leader”. The United Nation has also recognized it and declared the Visakha Puja Day as
an International Day and makes appropriate arrangements for international observance of
Visakha Puja Day in every May. All Buddhists should pay homage to grate patronage of
the Enlightened One.

Therefore, gathering of the worldwide Buddhists so celebrate the World Visakha
Puja Day B.E. 2556 (2013) in the 10" Conference of the United Unions Day of Vesak
hosted by Thailand is a propitious opportunity for us to recall the significant of Buddhism,
and apply the wise Doctrines to our life benefiting to ourselves and society.

On behalf of the Government of the Kingdom of Thailand, I am very grateful and
honored to participate in this important event, I would like to express my appreciation to
the Sangha Supreme council of Thailand, Thai Bhikkhus, and all agencies in both public
and private sectors for mutual implementation of the activities to be successful. May all
flourish in the Lord Buddha’s Doctrines, and collaborated in maintaining Buddhism to be

everlasting.
(Mr.Siriwat Kajornprasart)
Deputy Minister of Agriculture and Cooperatives
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Massage from the Deputy Minister of Finance

The United Nation recognises the importance of the Day of Vesak and has announced
this day as an internationally important day since 1999. The Day of Vesak or the Visakha
Puja Day is the thrice-sacred day that marks the three important events in the life of the
Lord Buddha, which are the birth, the enlightenment, and the passing away. On this day,
Buddhists all over the world are gathering to commemorate and pay worship the Lord
Buddha and his Dharma which serves as a guideline for ways of living and responsibilities
for other people and the society as a whole.

The Lord Buddha attained the enlightenment at the age of 35 to become the self-enlightened
one, and the Arriyasacca (or the Fourfold Noble Truths) found by the Lord more than two
thousand years ago, has been regarded as one of the fundamental Buddhist principles until
these days. The Fourfold Noble Truths include Dukkha (the nature of suffering), Samudaya
(the cause of suffering), Nirodha (the cessation of suffering), and Magga (the way leading
to an end of the cause of suffering). It could serve as a guideline and be applied to manage
or end suffering at the individual and the societal levels in our modern world. Buddhists
who adopt and practise the Lord’s Dharma will live in the Middle Way and interact with
other people on the basis of appropriateness. In other words, they will be responsible for
their actions and the consequences of their actions to other people and the society as a
whole. Such responsibility of individuals serves as a foundation for equity and sustainable
peace of the world.

For Visakha Puja Day, I, as a Buddhist, would like to take this opportunity to express my
grateful appreciation and acknowledgement of the Lord Buddha’s invaluable contribution
to the world. I am also delightful and would like to congratulate all Thai citizens for another
success that Thailand has again received an honour to host the International Celebration on
the Occasion of United Nations Day of Vesak 2013 “Education and Global Citizenships:
A Buddhist perspective”. I sincerely hope that this year’s cerebration will continue and
enhance our wisdom and joy.

T
(Mr. Tanusak Lekuthai)
The Deputy Minister of Finance
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A Congratulation Missive
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Vesak Day (Visakha Puja Day) is on the 15" day of the waxing moon of the 6™ lunar month
of the year. It is a meaningful day for Buddhists around the world because it is the day that
commemorate the birth, the enlightenment and the passing away of Lord Buddha who is
full of pureness, intelligence and kindness and he is the one who taught and proclaimed the
truth to humanity mercifully.

In 2013 (B.E.2556), Thailand will once more host an international activity “Education and
Global Citizenship : A Buddhist Perspective” and “the Celebration of the 100" Birthday
Anniversary of His Holiness Somdet Phra Nyanasamvara, the Supreme Patriarch of
Thailand on October 3, 2013”. In order to organize a meeting, the International Council
of United Nations Day of Vesak assigned Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University
to invite 1,500 Instructional and Regligious Leaders approximately from 85 countries to
participate.

It is great honor for me to be a part of this significant activity. On behalf of the Ministry
of Justice. I would like to thank everyone and all involved agencies who co-organized
this activity successfully. I do hope that this activity will help to promote knowledge and
understanding in Lord Buddha’s doctrines which aim to avoid all evil, to cultivate good and
to purify one’s mind including peace and harmony building for humankind forevermore.

\)’&a—?-n_l-ﬂ—;:
Police Genera}l A

(Pracha Promno-g)
Minister of Justice of Thailand
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Message from
Minister of Social Development and Human Security
(Mr. Santi Promphat)
On the occasion of Visakha Puja Day
The International Important Day, year 2013

Visakha Puja Day of the 15" day of the new moon in the 6™ lunar month which
falls on Friday 24™ May this year marks the three important incidents in the life of Lord
Buddha which are the birth, the enlightenment and the nibbana. On this sacred religious day,
the Buddhists perform the ceremonies recollecting the great wisdom, purity and compassion
of the Buddha to humankinds. The most important factor of the day is the enlightenment
of the Lord Buddha which has brought the world the priceless treasure called Dharma or
the “teaching”. This creates for peace, warmth, and happiness among people. The United
Nations has considered the importance of the Dharma, which has spread far and wide
through the world and announced the Visakha Puja Day (Visak Day) as the International
Important Day in 1999. Various activities to celebrate the events have commenced the UN
headquarter and UN offices.

The Dharma teaches us that the truth of life is Suffering and Cessation of Suffering
which is an ultimate goal of life. Generally, the Dharma teaches us to Do Good, Avoid
Evil and Purify the mind or practically, Sila, Meditation and Wisdom. The world’s peace
which can only be obtained through wisdom and liberated mind of people. Only when
people liberate themselves from suffering, bias and selfishness, can they work hand in hand
towards the development and equality of all people.

Therefore, Visakha Puja Day is one of the most important days in Buddhism when
the Buddhists recall the Buddha’s Purity, Wisdom and Compassion to humankinds and
creatures and adopt his teachings as guidance in real life as well as spread the Dharma to
bring eternal peace to the world.

On behalf of the Minister of Social Development and Human Security, I would
like to convey this message to celebrate the Visakha Puja Day of the year 2013 which is
undoubtedly important to all Buddhists.

Q.

(Mr. Santi Promphat)

Minister of Social Development and Human Security
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Message from

Minister of Information and Communication Technology
Group Captain Anudith Nakornthap
on the occasion of the Day of Vesak 2013

sheoskeoskoskoskoskoskoskoskoskoskoskoskoskoskoskook

The Day of Vesak marks a very crucial day in Buddhism with relation to
Lord Buddha as it is the day to commemorate the Birth, the Enlightenment and
the Nirvana of Lord Buddha that occurred on the full moon day of the sixed lunar
month. The United Nations General Assembly has unanimously proclaimed the Day
of Vesak as the world’s international important day that all Buddhism around
the world is united to commemorate and worship the greatest virtues of Lord Buddha.

I would like to congratulate to all associate of the 10™ World Vesak Day during
21-22 May 2013. This year is also considered a great opportunity to celebrate the 100™
Birthday Anniversary of His Holiness Somdet Phra Nyanasamvara the Supreme Patriarch of
Thailand. It is the auspicious moment for all Buddhists as well as Buddhism organizations
all over the world to firmly express faith in applying oneself to entering into the excellent
path of Lord Buddha’s teaching for the benefit towards social and economic development
based on the topic “Education and Global Citizenship: A Buddhist Perspective”. I sincerely
hope that the teaching on the Dharma that had been enlightened by Lord Buddha would be
the light of wisdom that could widen thoroughly to the global community henceforth.

On behalf of the Ministry of Information and Communication Technology, I would
like to extend my best wishes towards the good intention and faith that lead to this important
religious activity so that all beings could bring the great value of Buddhism into practice
onwards.

May the blessings of the Lord Buddha bring success to this important Buddhism event.

Group Captain AAWJI-\{A \,\}nl-c-c-rﬁ rqt/ll?
(Anudith Nakornthap)

Minister of Information and Communication Technology
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Message
Minister of Energy
On the Vesak Day Buddhist Era 2556 (2013)

United Nations Day of Vesak Day is a very important day in Buddhism. This year,
Thailand has hosted the annual Vesak Day Buddhist Era 2556 (2013) titled “Education
and Global Citizenship: A Buddhist Perspectives”, and to celebrate the 100ft birthday
anniversary for His Holiness Somdet Phra Nyanasamvara Somdet Phra Sangharaja
Sakalamahasanghaparinayaka (the Supreme Patriarch of Thailand). According to the
previous year is a year of celebration, “Buddhajayanti: The Celebration of 2600 Years of
Buddha’s Enlightenment”, United Nations Day of Vesak Day is the most meaningful for all
Buddhists. It marks the birth, enlightenment and passing of the Lord Buddha.

The Buddha’s teachings (the Five Precepts, which emphasize respect for life,
property and family; responsible speech; and mindful consumption of food and drink) have
taught Buddhist to be practical and proved by all ages. The Buddha’s message on being
mindful of oneself, one’s actions and the world, and his teachings of compassion and peace,
are indeed more accessible, more widely known and have universal application by a real
practiced person. Moreover, the Buddha’s “Middle Path”, the principles for appropriate
conduct based on moderation, reasonableness, self-awareness and knowledge, also help us
find the right balance at each level of society and all kinds of activity. ,

Thailand hosts the International Buddhist Conference on the Vesak Day celebrations
Buddhist Era 2556 (2013) to promote the Buddhism, collecting wisdom of the Buddhist
leaders and scholars from 85 countries. The representatives from each country approach
the Conference to help strengthen society’s moral value, and to maintain the beauty of
the Buddhist tradition. Studying the Buddha’s message affects to the life of the Buddhist
as a global citizen as well.

I feel very delighted that Thailand has hosted the International Vesak Day. In order
to be declared to the global community to recognize and acknowledge the Vesak Day to
strengthen the permanent successor to Buddhism, the predominant religion. And I hope
that the willingness of all parties to further spread the Buddha’s message of peace and
compassion be a driving force to achieve the objectives of the Conference in all respects.

W moml

Mr. Pongsak Raktapongpisal
Ministry of Energy
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Message from
H.E. Mr.Sermsak Pongpanit
Deputy Minister of Education, Thailand

OO T~

As Deputy Minister of Education and a Buddhist myself, I am personally very
pleased to see Thai people adopt and practice the ethical and moral values of Buddhism.

I would like to take this opportunity to welcome all of you to the 10" Anniversary
Celebration of United Ntions Day of Vesak to be held on 215 and 22" May, 2013 at the UN
Conference Centre Bangkok. The theme of this year’s conference, which is Education and
Global Citizenship: A Buddhist Perspective, couldn’t not be more timely and appropriate.

I greatly appreciate the essential role of Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya
University in guiding Buddhists in today’s modern and globalized world. I also would like
to offer my congratulations to Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University for hosting this
very important Buddhist Conference. I am certain that the university, under the leadership
of the Most Ven. Prof. Dr. Phra Brahmapundit, will make this conference a great success.

My appreciation is also extended to all the organizations, institutions, agencies and
individuals for their contribution to this conference. I hop that this conference will be
successful in all its deliberations.

Mr. Sermsak Pongpanit

Deputy Minister of Education, Thailand
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Message
From
His excellency Mr.Charupong Ruangsuwan
Minister of Interior
The Kingdom of Thailand
On the United Nations Day of Vesak 2013

The Day of Vesak or Visakha Puja ( the full moon day of the 6" month Of Thai lunar
calendar had been considered as a very significant” day for all Buddhists Since it marks
the Lord Buddha’s phenomenon of birth, enlightenment, and demise (Parinibbana).
All through 45 years after his enlightenment, the Lord Buddha had been traveling
continuously across India and regions nearby to deliver his teachings (Dharma) and
wisdom to all mankind. As a result, Buddhism was spreading all over the regions, freeing
a great number of people, regardless of ethnics or social ranks, from misery and became
eventually enlightened. As an expression of gratefulness to the Lord Buddha and his
Dharma supporting humanity for over 2,600 years, the 54 Session of the United Nations
General Assembly adopted the resolution on internal recognition of the Day of Vesak.

As for the year 2013, this occasion becomes even more special since the International
Association of Buddhist Universities (IABU) and the International Council of the United
Nations Day of Vesak(ICDV) have contributed to celebrate this special occasion together
with the 100" Birthday Anniversary of His Holines Somdet Phra Nyanasamvara the
Supreme Patriarch of the Kingdom of Thailand. To mark these two special occasions, the
10" International Celebration of United Nations Day of Vesak, “Education and Global
Citizenship: A Buddhist Perspective”, will be held at the United Nations Conference
Center ( UNCC), Bangkok, During 21-22 May 2013, with over 1,500 participants from
85 countries, including the Supremem Sangha, Buddhist leaders and Buddhist academic
profressional.

On behalf of the Ministry of Interior of the Kingdom of Thailand and the Thai
people, it is my great pleasure and honor to participate in this important commemoration.
Furthermore, I would like to express my sincere thanks to all personal and organizations
contributing to this auspicious celebration. Last but not least, I wish you all happiness and
success for this symposium.

(Charupong Ruangsuwan)
Minister of Interior

The Kingdom of Thailand
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Message from
Admiral Surasak Rounroengrom
Commander-in-Chief, Royal Thai Navy

On the Occasion of the 10™ Anniversary of
The United Nations Day of Vesak Celebration

In 1999 the Day of Vesak was recognized by the United Nations as another
important day of the world. Appropiate arrangements have been made for international
observances of the Day of Vesak ever since then to mark the tree important events that
occurred in the Buddha’s life on the same date, these are the birth of the Buddha, his
attainment of enlightenment, and his passing away. All Buddhists around the world will join
today in walking clockwise around a sacared temple ground three times to commenmorate
the compassion of the Buddha, his wisdom and his purity showing mankind to love and
have tolerance towards one another, thereby contributing to the enhancement of peace arrd
harmony in the world for more than 2,600 years.

The 10™ Anniversary of the United Nations Day of Vesak is thus held in line with
the UN resolution to commemorate the three great events of the Buddha, coupled with
the celebration ofthe 100" Birthday Anniversary of His Holiness Somdej Phra Nyanasamvara
the Supreme Patriarch of Thailand. The organizing of the celebration is, therefore, of great
value to all Buddhist people, especially those who come from around the world to join
in declaring to the world the principles of Buddhism as well as sharing their ideas for
the common good on how to apply the teaching of the Buddha to their livelihood in harmony
with the world and its currently prevailing economic situation.

Finally, may I take this opportunity to extend my best wishes to all the Buddhist
leaders, academics and delegations on their great success in participating in the 10®
Anniversary of the United Nations Day of Vesak Celebration 2013 and International
Symposium

Admiral W‘k M@W

(Surasak Rounroengrom)

Commander-in-Chief
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Message

from
General Prayut Chan-o-cha
Commander — in —Chief of the Royal Thai Army
On Visakha Bucha Day 2013

KXXXKXKKRXKX

Visakha Bucha Day is considered the day of the birth of Buddhism. This auspicious
day marks the three most important events in Buddhism; the birth, the enlightenment,
and the passing away of the Lord Buddha who, on this day, is worshiped to recollect his
compassion, wisdom and purity. Visakha Bucha Day is an important day when Buddhists
around the world come together to show gratitude and remember the Lord Buddha’s
teachings that clearly reflect the reality of all things, and encourage people to be self reliance
and live with morals. This will lead to the long lasting peace within the community and the
world.

Visakha Bucha Day 2013 is organized to promote Buddhism, as well as to celebrate
the 100" birthday anniversary of His Holiness Somdej Phra Nyanasamvara the Supreme
Patriarch of Thailand, who has graciously followed the Lord Buddha’s teaching and show
kindness and compassion to all people.

On this auspicious occasion, I would like to ask the power and the blessing of
the triple gems of Buddhism to bestow upon you, and those who were involved in this
celebration, continued happiness, prosperity and success.

General?cd‘—&L e L

Prayut Chan-o-cha
Commander —in-Chief

Royal Thai Army
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Speech of
Director General, National Office of Buddhism
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Dear Most Venerable, Buddhist leaders, Buddhist philosophers, and all of the
Distinguished Guests,

I am glad to express that Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University, International
Association of Buddhist Universities and International Council of the Day of Vesak who
organizes the United Nations Day of Vesak in 2013 with the title “Education and Global
Citizenship: A Buddhism Perspective”. Not only organize the United Nations Day of Vesak
to worship the Buddha but also celebrate the 100" Birthday Anniversary of His Holiness
Somdet Phra Nyanasamvara the Supreme Patriarch of Thailand in this time.

National Office of Buddhism, which serves for monks and Government in any
fields of Buddhism, considers that the result of organizing of the United Nations Day
of Vesak in this time should not have only academic Buddhist activities, but also have
the practice as doctrine of Buddha; that is to say “This event must be useful, happy, helpful
to human being”. So we ought to consider that how can Buddhist gain the knowledge in
this event? , which method? , how can we help Buddhist to live together with happiness as
the way of Buddhism?

Let me say thanks a lot to all of venerable monks and all of you who give time to
attend this international conference and may this event succeed in any objectives.

(Mr. Noppoarat Benjawatananun)

Director General, National Office of Buddhism
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Message from Mrs. Panita Kambhu

Permanent Secretary for Education

It gives me very great pleasure to welcome all participants to the 10™ Anniversary
Celebration of United Nations Day of Vesak. In particular, I congratulate the conveners
of this conference on its highly relevant theme, which is Education Global Citizenship:
A Buddhist Perspective.

The Ministry of Education is proud of Thailand’ s education system. It is also
committed to supporting the UN Secretary General’s Global Education First Initiative.
We may be proud, but we should not be complacent. This initiative, therefore, encourages
us to recognize that globalization is a growing force and phenomenon today throughout
the world. It is the fact of life which we cannot afford to ignore in Thailand. The Secretary-
General’s initiative reminds us that educational priorities and imperatives need to be
constantly reviewed and updated to meet the challenge of a changing educational climate.

Since over ninety percent of the Thai population is Buddhist, it is also particularly
appropriate that we should consider how the Buddha’s teachings can guide this process
and contribute to the Global Education concept. I have no doubt that the collective wisdom
of the distinguished Buddhist leaders and scholars convening here will stimulate and
interesting and valuable dialogue.

In this opportunity, I would like to thank all organizations, sponsors and participants
gathered here today and congratulate the Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University as
host of this conference. I am sure this conference will be successful and generate a fruitful
discussion.

(Mrs. Panita Kambhu)

Permanent Secretary for Education
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Statement
Of

Dr.Preecha Gunteeya, Director — General of the Religious Affair
Department

On the World Visakha Bucha Day of 2013

Visakha Bucha day is one of the most important day in Buddhism which has been
considerably acknowledged among Buddhists worldwide. The United Nations declared
the Visakha Bucha Day as “World Heritage Day” as the doctrine of the Buddha has placed
an importance on peace which is relevant to the goal of the United Nations. It can be
said that Buddhism did emerge for the real humans peace and development with the three
teaching of the Buddha, namely 1) do not commit bad things physically, verbally and
mentally and mentally, 2) do good things or beneficial activities physically, verbally and
mentally and 3) be pure at heart. In general, humans with no regards of nations, languages
and race do not want physical and mental suffering but happiness and there is a diversity
of ways and means to address such suffering and to be happy. Some people are happy on
the pain of others but Buddhism has taught people to seek happiness on the other’s happiness
as the words “Be happy, never face misfortune and do not exploit or have a great malice”.

On the occasion that Thailand to host the World Visakha Bucha day of 2013, the
ReligiousAffair Departmentwouldliketo highly praisethe Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya
University with Phra Phrom Bandith as the Chair to organize this event the remarkable and
beautiful image of the country. Besides, this auspicious event is to publicize the world
on the supreme power of accumulate merit of His Majsty King Bhumibol Adulyadej and
Her Majesty Queen Sirikit who continuously patronized the Buddhist prosperity and, thus,
Thailand has been entrusted as the center of the world Buddhism.

It is hopeful that the World Visakha Bucha day event under the theme “Education
and Global Citizenship: A Buddhism Perspective” will be every success, rendering the high
appreciation to all followers of Thailand as well as fostering the stability of the nation,
religions and the King.

(Dr.Preecha Gunteeya)
Religious Affair Department

Director — General
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ROYAL BHUTANESE EMBASSY
BANGKOK

AMBASSADOR 9 May 2013

MESSAGE

On this unique auspicious day of the Vesak I have the honour to offer my warmest greetings
and respects to the Supreme Sangha Council, the Government and the friendly people of
Thailand.

That the United Nations has recognized the importance of this Thrice-Sacred Day is a
testimony to the relevance of the teachings of Shakyamuni Buddha in the world today
buffeted by many man-made and natural crises.

Bhutan share many striking similarities with Thailand including a common spiritual
heritage, respect for the institution of monarchy, and peace-loving society blessed with
living culture and tradition.

As Ambassador to this great nation I offer my prayers for the enduring friendship between
Thailand and Bhutan to grow from strength to strength.

I take this opportunity to express my commendation to the Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya
University of Thailand for organizing this significant event.

Tashi Delek and Khub Khun Khrub!

Kesang Wangdi

Ambassador
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Embassy of the Republic of Cuba
Bangkok

Congratulatory Message

In the auspicious occasion of the 10" United Nations Day of Vesak organized by
Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University (MCU) of Thailand, allow me to extend
my most profound congratulations to all Buddhists and especially to all attending such
an important celebration.

In the present year there is an additional and very special motivation to celebrate, that at
the same time has a great meaning, because the Thai people celebrate the 85" Birthday
Anniversary of His Majesty the King, who has dedicated his life to promote Buddhist
virtues and also socio economic development for his beloved people. So, there is not a better
theme for this year celebrations than Buddhist virtues in Socio-Economic Development.

In the world full of conflicts, aggressions, hostility, as well as natural and social disasters,
the expansion of Buddha’s teaching, based on compassion, harmony, love and goodwill is
more important than ever.

I wish success to all of you, organizers and participants in your noble endeavor to enhance
the virtues of Buddhism and to bring peace, friendship and love to the humanity, which
constitute the principle foundation on which the human species can survive.

Victor Danial Ramirez Pena

Ambassador of the Republic of Cuba
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AMBASSADO\R{‘“OF HUNGARY

It is an honour to convey my most sincere felicitations on the occasion of the thrice sacred
United Nations Day of Vesak, celebrating the Birth, Enlightenment and Passing Away of
the Sakyamuni Buddha, organized by the prestigious the Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya
University of Thailand.

The celebration of the UN Day of Vesak reflects the important role played by Buddhism
in all over the world in the spiritual life of the society as well as the strengthening of
the relationship among different Buddhist traditions, countries, individuals and universities.
In our rapidly changing world, Buddhism offers core and deep rooted moral values for
people aspiring of inner peace and stability.

While celebrating Vesak Day, tribute should be paid to the hospitality of the people and
Government of the Kingdom of Thailand and to the Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya
University of Thailand which have made possible the celebration of the Day of Vesak
this year, too. I think the subject selected for this year-Education and Global Citizenship:
a Buddhist perspective- demonstrates the wisdom and forward looking way of thinking of
the Government of the Kingdom of Thailand as well as the Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya
University. As an institute for higher education of Buddhist monks, novices and laypeople,
the Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University under the competent leadership of
the Most Venerable Rector Prof. Dr. Phra Dharmakosajarn will be in a position to make
the proper conclusions from the deliberations of the celebrations and to update its curriculum
in order to keep up with emerging new ideas.

Hungary attaches a great importance to the freedom of religion, and the basic principle is
enshrined in its Fundamental Law and particularly in the “Law on the Right to Freedom
of Conscience and Religion and on the Status of Churches, Religions and Religious
Communities” adopted by the Hungarian Parliament recognizing and confirming among
others the official status of five Buddhist communities in Hungary.

The popularity and influence of the Buddhism has been growing in Hungary for the last
decades. Just to name as an example, the main mission of the Budapest based Dharma
Gate Buddhist College that offers the metaphorical gate to the Dharma for the Hungarian
public and to help preserve and propagate the living tradition in Europe. The Dharma Gate
Buddhist College is an affiliated institute of Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University
and in October 2011 an agreement was signed about setting up the European Buddhist
Training Center in Budapest to enable the MCU to run its international doctoral programme
in Buddhist Studies.

I am confident that this kind of relations between the higher education institutes of our
two countries will certainly contribute to the mutual respect and better understanding
between our peoples. The UN Day of Vesak has the same mission, and I wish a successful
accomplishment of this mission to all distinguished participants of this year celebration.

8@(& a[{b Lea

Dénes Torma}
Ambassador of Hungary
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Embassy of India, Bangkok
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Ampbassador & Permanent
Representative to ESCAP

=
UN Vesak Day Celebration 2013

On the auspicious occasion of the VesakDay, I express my best wishes to all
followers of Lord Buddha’s teachings. I also compliment Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya
University and the Royal Thai Government for organizing the commemorative ceremonies.
The University’s efforts in organizing the 10™ United Nations Day of Vesak Celebrations
are indeed praiseworthy.

Vesak, which is known as Buddha Purnima in India, commemorates the three
significant events in the life of Lord Buddha — Birth, Enlightenment and Passing Away.
Vesak is the most important of all Buddhist festivals, and is considered the most sacred
of all the days in the year. Vesak offers to all of us an opportunity to reflect on the life and
teaching of Lord Buddha. The profound message of Lord Buddha has inspired generations
of monks, scholars and pilgrims in our countries. The Dhamma Chakra is a visible symbol
in our lands of His teachings on righteousness. It is apt that it is also reflected in India’s
national emblem.

The theme for the 2013 celebrations ‘“Education and Global Citizenship:
ABuddhist Perspective”is of great significance. The principal objective of education has been
the development of the whole individual. Education prepares the individual to content
and live in harmony with the environment. In the current borderless information society,
education need to be able to respond to additional demands of a rapidly globalizing world by
raising awareness about peace, environment, cultural and social diversity and the concept
of global village. Vesak inspires us to attain the potential for inner peace and happiness
that lies within us. Lord Buddha’s teachings provide us an opportunity to commit to living
a moral and compassionate life. May His teachings continue to enlighten our common path.

(Anil Wadhwa)
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Tenth International Celebrations
of the United Nations Day of Vesak
21-22 May 2013

Congratulatory Message by H.E. Jorge Chen,

Ambassador of Mexico to Thailand

It is an honor to be the part of the International Celebrations of the United Nations Day
of Vesak. As a date base on the fundamental principles of our major multilateral organism,
the United Nations Organization (UNO), Mexico is happy to be present in such celebrations
in Thailand. We all know that the main goal of the UNO is to maintain international peace
in the world through the practice of tolerance and promoting the life together as good
neighbors. The Charter of the United Nations reaffirms the people’s faith in essential human
rights such as the equality and education of all men, women, and children.

The Day of Vesak was recognized by the assembly of the United Nations in 1999 in New
York, confirming with such act the commitments of the organization and its members with
the basic and fundamental rights along with the message and principles of Buddha such as
compassion and devotion to the service to humanity.

“Education and Global Citizenship: A Buddhist Perspective” as this year’s Conference
theme cannot be more appropriate for this time since education is the key to reach economic
and social developments of countries which also leads to social peace, one of the principles
of the United Nations Charter and its organization.

As I said in previous years, I am glad to welcome the Tenth International Conference on
the United Nations Day of Vesak and my congratulations go to the organizers, the Government
of Thailand and the United Nations Organization for the support to this year celebrations in
Bangkok, especially to the International Council for Day of Vesak (ICDV), the International
Association of Buddhist Universities and the Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University
for organizing this event.

Sincerely yours,

Amb. Jorge Chen
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Message

LET’S BUILD COMMON PLATFORM

This “Threefold Sacred Day” is the most significant and auspicious day for the Buddhist
world, since Siddhattha Gotama was born at Lumbini Park in Nepal, attained supreme
enlightenment, became the Buddha at Uruvela Forest near Gaya in India, passed into
Parinibbana (final Demise) at Sala Forest in Uttarapradesh of India. These three events
were taken place on the very full-moon day of May.

After his enlightenment, he lived for forty-five years as a Buddha, within 45 years
the Buddha taught only the Dhamma. Dhamma is a system to learn, to practice, to train, to
understand for those who are keen to turn new leaves of life, and to convert from evil to
noble. Dhamma is all mighty way to solve the problem of mankind.

The message of the Buddha is to be absolutely tolerant. Intolerance is the most
important issue for all religions. The Buddha advised His disciples not to become angry, not
to be discontented, even not be displeased when others spoke of ill Him and His teaching,
“if you show displeasure, you will only bring yourself into dangers of spiritual loss”.

Another one of His profound message is to exercise the loving-kindness to every
living being making no distinction whosoever. He clearly stated that loving-kindness
and tolerant, are called a common platform to walk on together for the human being are
the foundation for the brotherhood spirit of all nations or all religions. This universal
brotherhood spirit of loving-kindness, boundless compassion and great tolerance will break
down all barriers separating one nation from another.

So, we all religious leaders try to build the common problems of all nations we should build
a common platform to walk on together. These are our common platform with the thought
of selflessness, the thought of compassion, the thought of tolerance and the thought of right
understanding and let’s extend the loving kindness to each other to become a peaceful;
world.
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AMBASSADOR OF THE
REPUBLIC OF SINGAPORE
BANGKOK

UNITED NATIONS DAY
OF VESAK CELEBRATIONS 2013 (B.E. 2556)

This year marks the 10" Anniversary of the United Nations Day of Vesak, which
coincides with the 100" Birthday Anniversary of His Holiness Somdet Phra Nyanasamvara,
the Supreme Patriarch of Thailand. On this special occasion, I would like to extend my
best wishes to all Buddhists in Thailand and other parts of the world.

The world has become more inter-connected, and we are all global citizens.
As global citizens, our actions have an impact on others. So it is important to promote deeper
understanding of people of different cultures and religions through education. This year’s
theme of “Education and Global Citizenship: A Buddhist Perspective” is therefore both
meaningful and timely. Many valuable lessons can be drawn from Buddhist teachings, such
as the importance of suspending judgement and making objective observations. Efforts to
promote education and share perspectives will benefit Buddhists as well as people of other
religions.

Singapore is a multi-racial and multi-cultural nation where people of different
religions live together in peace and harmony. As a global citizen, we would like to see such
peace and harmony prevail among people of different ehnicities, cultures and religions
across nations. We also have much to learn from one another, Buddhists and followers of
other faiths.

As we celebrate the United Nations Day of Vesak, let us continue to foster deeper
understanding and mutual respect to help make the world a more peaceful and vibrant
place for everyone.

& ks,

Mrs Chua Siew San
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary

of the Republic of Singapore to the Kingdom of Thailand
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EMBASSY OF THE REPUBLIC OF KOREA

Congratulatory Message
10™ the United Nations Day of Vesak

On behalf of the Embassy of the Republic of Korea, I am very pleased that the 10" the
United Nations Day of Vesak Celebration is being held in Thailand on 21-22 May, 2013
under the theme of “Education and Global Citizenship: A Buddhist Perspective”.

As the day of Vesak celebrates the Birth, Enlightenment, and Passing Away of the Buddha,
it is a good time for us to reflect upon his wisdom and compassion for humanity and to
consider applying Buddhist perspectives on issues of global concern.

I would like to thank the Royal Thai Government and Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya
University for hosting and organizing the celebration and convey my best wishes for the
distinguished participants at this meeting in furtherance of peace, harmony and cooperation
in the world.

fom

Jeon, Jaeman
Ambassador
Embassy of the Republic of Korea

Bangkok, 1 May 2013
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Embassy of the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka
Ocean Tower II, 13 Floor, No.75/6-7, Sukhumvit Soi 19, Bangkok 10110

Message

As a Buddhist myself, I deem it an honor to write this message to the souvenir to be
published to mark the 10" United Nations Day of Vesak — 2013/2556 under the theme
“Education and Global Citizenship: A Buddhist Perspective”.

There is many a debate as to the definition of Global Citizenship. Broadly it can mean that
every human being is a citizen of the world. Oxfam Education further describes Global
Citizenship as enabling our younger generations with core competencies to engage with
the world and treat the world more than just as a place to live in. The concept of Global
Citizenship is fast invading the education sector, whereby students are encouraged to look
at the concept as a way of thinking, an outlook on life, a belief that a difference can be
made.

Historical events of the world have been paving the way to expansion of globalisation in
the present day and age. Starting from the “Silk Route” which connected Asia, Africa and
Europe, we have not only been bartering spices, gems, gold & silk, but also philosophies,
ideas, religions, art and culture as well. With the constant development of technology,
sharing of ideas, gathering of information and being connected to people around the world
is just a click away. Education systems all over the world are equipping young minds with
the tools they will need to travel and live beyond the geographical boundaries. The world
is slowly but surely becoming local. Many of us are at present active citizens of countries
others than which we are born in. ‘Active Citizen’ being a key world, it is imperative to go
back to the concept of ‘self’. Each person’s action is a manifestation of their self and their
conception of right and wrong. Therefore, if the world is fast becoming localised, and if
geographical circumstances are no more a hindrance to mankind, then the present moment
could not have been a more apt and to reflect on the values, education and the humaneness
of one’s self, in order to ensure that all citizens of the world will be united and transcend
constrains of religion, race, sex, colour, language, political affiliation etc. Education and
awareness are key factors in achieving this.

Article 1 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights states that “All human beings are
born free and are equal in dignity and rights. They are endowed with reason and conscience
and should act towards one another in a spirit of brotherhood”. I couldn’t think of a better
message to reflect on in this significant month of May, when Buddhists globally celebrate
with reverence the birth, enlightenment and entry into Nirvana of Lord Buddha. It is a time
where many Buddhists reaffirm their faith in the preaching of Lord Buddha, known as
the “Dharma”, a time where people take a moment to reflect an their lives and remember
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the noble truth and persevere to lead a noble life. To many, Buddhism has become a way
of life, a philosophy more than a religion. Followers of Buddhism are not restricted in any
way.

In a nutshell, Buddhism teaches us to lead a morally fulfilling life, it teaches us to be mindful
of our thoughts and actions and it helps us to develop the mind and equip us with deeper
understanding of life and reality. Buddhism appeals to many due to its straightforward
and practical nature. Buddhism is built on the basic principles that nothing is fixed or
permanent, every action has a consequence & change is possible. Hence Buddhism reaches
out to people irrespectively of race, colour, gender, nationality or caste and enables people
with practical knowledge to lead a noble and moral life mindful and respectful of others
around you.

From the perspective of a Buddhist, it is of my opinion that the values, principles, and
guidance that can be imparted from Buddhism will further enhance the process of becoming
a global citizen. Many have identified the teachings of Lord Buddha as being pertaining
to modern day life, which has most resulted in its popularity in the western world. As
Buddhists while we take the time to reflect and awaken our minds to the teachings of Lord
Buddha, it is not in vain to hope for the world where citizens, although will preserve the
culture and tradition they grow up with, will also be united in the oneness of spirit and
brotherhood, without disparity or enmity towards each other.

May the blessings of the Noble Triple Gem be upon all!

General S.H.S. Kottegoda WWYV, RWP, RSP, VSV, USP
Ambassador for Sri Lanka in Thailand
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Confédération suisse Schweizerische Botschaft in Thailand
Ambassade de Suisse en Thailande
Ambasciata Svizzera in Thailandia

o Schweizerische Eidgenossenschaft Embassy of Switzerland in Thailand

Confederazione Svizzera
Canfederaziun svizra

Congratulatory Message of H.E. Mrs. Christine Schraner Burgener,
Ambassador of Switzerland to Thailand

On the occasion of the United Nations Day of Vesak Celebration 2013
Bangkok, 8" May 2013

It is my great pleasure to congratulate you on the occasion of the UN Day of “Vesak”,
celebrating the Birth, enlightenment and Passing Away of the Buddha. The international
community is thus reconfirming the place of Buddhism among the world religious.
Religions, and especially Buddhism with the Dharma given by its great Founder, have
great potential in the fostering peace among the peoples.

Among the many riches and beauties of Thai culture, the local expression of the Buddhist
religion is one of the features that most appeal to the Western visitor. The festival of “Visakha
Puja” is one of its most beautiful expressions. It is thank to present Chakri Dynasty, and its
fourth Monarch, King Mongkut (Rama V), that this religious festival was reinstated in its
full glory in Thailand.

My special thanks go to Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University (MCU) for being our
most graceful host on this memorable day.

(o dirs¥in

Christine Schraner Burgener

Ambassador of Switzerland to Thailand
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EMBASSY OF THE SOCIALIST REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM
BANGKOK

EMBASSY OF THE SOCIALIST REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM
BANGKOK

Friday, May 10, 2013

I am greatly honored to send my congratulatory message to the 10™ United Nations Day
of Vesak Celebration. The event is to be held in Bangkok, Thailand from 21-22 May 2013
with the theme of “Education and Global Citizenship: A Buddhist Perspective”.

The theme of this year’s celebration will be discussed on the role of Education and its
implications to Global Citizenship. In the world of Global Citizens, Education must be a
priority. Education for Global Citizenship will give people knowledge, understanding, skills
and values that they need to cooperate in resolving the challenges and common concerns
of Human being in the new era. In particular, Education based on the Buddhist idea will
encourage children and young people to take care of our people and our planet. It is time
for us to unlock the real potential of the Buddhism for more inclusive and sustainable
development.

Building on the joint decision from this Celebration, we will now work to ensure Education
for Global Citizenship as a critical aspect of the cause of integrating the Buddhist progressive
idea into a happy and peaceful life.

May the United Nations Day of Vesak Celebration this year be a great success.

—l—-_-—-—_—__
H.E. Mr. NGO DUC THANG

Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of

The Socialist Republic of Viet Nam to the Kingdom of Thailand
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A
ARMENIAN BUDDHIST CENTER

‘ﬁmeﬁ:@ Date: 21 Apr, 2013

Congratulatory message on the occasion of celebrating the thrice-
sacred day of Vesak from the Buddhists of the Republic of Armenia.

Congratulatory message on the occasion of celebrating the thrice-sacred
day of Vesak from "the Buddhists of the Republic of Armenia.

Your Holiness, all Venerable Sangha, Distinguished Delegates, and Dhamma Friends!

It is a great honour for me to convey best wishes and warmest greetings from all
the Buddhist people of the Republic of Armenia to the Supreme Sangha, to the people
of Thailand and to all Buddhists as well as to all the people of good will worldwide with
the thrice-sacred day of Vesak.

I would like to sincerely express my deep gratitude to Thai Sangha and Mahachulalongkorn
University for the opportunity to present the Republic of Armenia in the conference and to
celebrate this grand festive occasion among so many Venerable Buddhist Monks and Nuns
and high scholars from all over the world.

National citizenship is an accident of birth, whereas global citizenship is different. It is
a voluntary association with a concept that signifies ways of thinking and living within
multiple cross-cutting communities—cities, regions, states, nations, and international
collectives.

The idealized Global Citizen as a person who is aware of the wider world, respects
and values diversity, has an understanding of how the world works: socially, culturally,
technologically, environmentally, economically and politically. He or she participates in
activities, which make the world a more sustainable place and takes responsibility for one’s
own actions.

In this sense, this Global Citizen is a person, who acts according to the teaching of
the Blessed One, regardless of his or her faith, place of living and other “important” things.

People come to consider themselves as global citizens through different formative life
experiences and it is almost impossible to bring one to become a global citizen forcefully.
It is very difficult to teach intercultural understanding to people who are unaware that
they, too, live in a culture that colours their perceptions. Thus, awareness of the world
around each person begins with self-awareness. Self-awareness also enables one to identify
himself with the universalities of the human experience, thus increasing their identification
with fellow human beings and their sense of responsibility towards them.

On a practical level, global citizenship provides a concept that can create bridges between
the work of internationalization and multicultural education.
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Taking into account the definition and main criteria of a global citizen, it is obvious that
Buddha Dhamma can give a lot as methodologically as well as ethically to teach the people
to become good global citizens.

From this perspective this conference plays a significant role in delivering the Buddhists’
point of view to those who want and are able to hear. What is being done to achieve this
goal with the invaluable assistance of the Thai Sangha, the Thai people and His Majesty of
the King, is difficult to overestimate.

I wish this conference to proceed with the utmost success and fulfillment of all aims.

May all beings be well and Happy!

Armenian Buddhist Center Dr. Artashes K. Ghazaryan
President
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Bunauist " - "
mumfy - Buyddhist Federation of Australia
Head Office: Suite G1 323 Castlereagh Street Sydney NSW 2000 Australia
Postal Address: PO Box K339 Haymarket, NSW 1240 Australia
Email: bfaustralia@gmail.com or bfa@psatit.org.au
Tel: (612) 9212 2650 (612) 8310 6767 or (61) 417 422 171 Fax: (612) 9655 1129

MESSAGE
United Nations Day of Vesak 2013 in Thailand

It is indeed with great pleasure that I extend my warmest congratulations and wishes to
the Supreme Sangha Council of Thailand, Royal Thai Government, International Council
for the UN Day of Vesak and those celebrating the United Nations Day of Vesak 2013 in
Thailand.

Celebrations of the birth, enlightenment and passing away of Sakyamuni Buddha have
evolved over a 26-centuries-old tradition. Vesak reminds the human beings of many of the
key tenets of Buddha’s teachings. The qualities of peace, wisdom, compassion, freedom
and service to humanity are of great benefit to everyone regardless of race, faith, gender,
and cultural backgrounds to aspire to and incorporate into their daily lives

Vesak is also a significant point of time for Buddhists to learn from one another, to work
together for unity and solidarity and to refresh and refine the Buddha Dhamma practices in
order to cope adequately with the modern changing society.

This year’s Vesak encourages Buddhists to give more thought of, and to play a more
active role in response to, the many vital challenges facing the world community, to which
the Buddha Dhamma should be favourably considered as appropriate solutions.

In Australia, the Australian Observance of the United Nations Day of Vesak was first
held at Sydney Town Hall, New South Wales in May 2007 and has continued on. It is
noteworthy that the 3 Australian Observance of the United Nations Day of Vesak was, for
the first time in the history of Australia, solemnly held on 26™ May 2010 in the Parliament
of Australia under the auspices of all Australian political parties and many ambassadors to
Australia. On this historic occasion, the Honourable Harry Jenkins, Speaker of the House,
on behalf of the Parliament of Australia, respectfully received and placed a complete set of
Tripitaka - English version in the Parliament library.

I'am pleased and honoured to be a part of the UN Day of Vesak celebrations and International
Buddhist Conferences in Thailand over the past many years. The Australian Buddhist
delegates and I deeply appreciate the outstanding work, dedication and support provided
by the International Council for the UN Day of Vesak and the MCU in Thailand.

May the merit made by you be shared by all sentient beings and lead you to greater peace,
wisdom and success in the years to come.

Henry Dang, J.P

Hon. Secretary-General, Buddhist Federation of Australia

Chairman, Standing Committee on Unity and Solidarity, World Fellowship of
Buddhists

President, BuddhaCare
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OSTERREICHISCHE BUDDHISTISCHE RELIGIONSGESELLSCHAFT

Congratulatory Message for United Nations Day of Vesak Celebrations &
Buddhist Conference 2013

I am very honoured to be part of this important conference and I am very grateful to
Mahachulalongkornrajavidjalaya — University of Thailand as the principal organizer — also
to the Royal Thai Government as the host.

My home country Austria is in the wonderful situation that the Buddhadhamma has been
known there since about more than 100 years and Buddhism has been officially recognized
by the Austrian Government in 1983 as religion like Christianity for instance is. So this
year, we have the celebration of the 30th anniversary of recognation the buddhist religion
in Austria!

To develop the Dhamma in Austria and Europe with success, we need the support and
help of Asian Nuns, Monks und Dhammateachers. We got this support in the past and also
in the present and hopefully in the future. This is an important reason to say Thank you
very much to all Buddhist countries in Asia — especially to Thailand for this event and
the possibility for participation. May this conference bring wisdom and peace to participant
countries and finally to the whole world.

The Austrian Buddhist Society would like to express their deeply felt wishes on this
outstanding occasion. May the united prayers of all here assembled praise the thrice-sacred
day and thank the Royal Thai Government for the generous invitation to make it possible
for so many Buddhists to meet.

Yours sincerely in the Dharma,

Gerhard Wei3grab

President of the Austrian Buddhist Society
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Message from

Prof. Dr. Bikiran Prasad Barua

President, Aburkhil Janakalvan Samiti-Bangladesh
(A Regional Centre of the WFBY in Bangladesh)
&

Chairman, Standing Committee on Publication, Publicity. Education,
Culture & Art, The World Fellowship of Buddhists. Bangkok. Thailand.

It give me immense pleasure to know that the 10" Anniversary Celebration
of the United Nations Day of Vesak (B.E.2556) 2013 is going to be organized by
Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University (MCU) with the blessings of Supreme
Sangha Council and the Royal Thai Government. I am also very happy to know that
the 100" Birthday of His Holiness Somdet Phra Nyansamvara, the Sangharaja of Thailand
will also be observed in this auspicious celebration.

Observance of United Nation Day of Vesak Celebration every year has created
a great impact throughout the world specially assembly of world Buddhist Leaders and
intellectuals discussing on various issues of the present day world through Buddhist
perspectives since the initiation from 2004.

Thus this year them : Education and Global Citizenship : A Buddhist Perspective has been
rightly chosen. As education is the basic criteria to be global and as for as Buddhism is
concerned Buddhist education extends its loving kindness to all sentient beings in this
universe. Buddhism contains global education of liberation suffering humanity from all
sorts of distress, despair, violence, etc. Global citizenship is achieved if Buddha’s teachings
are properly practiced specially if Buddha’s Panchashila (five disciplines) be followed by
all human beings in their personal lives. It may mentioned here that Panchashila is taken
as education for global citizenship and it is Panchashila which can bind all human beings
is one tie and global human concept be developed based on morality as envisaged in ever
useful Panchashila for all human beings and suffering humanity.

May all beings be happy and free from all sufferings.
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Minsk Theravada Group (City of Minsk, Belarus)
April 29, 2013

Dear Venerables and Dharma friends,

I am honored to participate in the celebration of The 10th Anniversary Celebrations of
the United Nations Day of Vesak. I want to express my gratitude to the organizers of this
important event. To some extent, this celebration is a vivid proof of global relevance of
the Buddhist teaching.

Buddhism unlike most of religions that are based on ethnic mythologies was originally
founded as a global teaching in some sense. The Buddha Dhamma is not limited to
a particular region, culture or time period and this makes Dhamma become popular in
the world because it touches upon suffering and happiness issue. It addressed things
common for all living being.

According to Buddhism all events in our life are interconnected. A human being is not
an isolated island. All events around us are intertwined and subject to the cause-and-effect
law. All our interactions with nature bring about their consequences that may not be visible
at the moment but will manifest in the future. The happiness based on the development
of mind. The happy mind also depends on observing the moral principles in relation with
environment, politics, economy, interpersonal relationship, etc. There is no area in our life
where cause-and-effect law does not work.

Therefore, this universal law of the Dhamma should be always taken into account before
any action is taken. This conference theme “The Education and Global Citizenship:
a Buddhist Perspective” is relevant to our day and age. We hear about economic and
natural disasters, clashes between different religious and ethnic communities in a number
of countries. How do we deal with them? Buddhism can offer rational solutions to
the above problems as most of them caused by people’s delusion that Buddha dealt with.

I am sure this event will deepen our knowledge of how to deal with different challenges
in Buddhist way and increase our Buddhist awareness and solidarity.

May Buddha Dhamma be spread all over the world!

Andrei Dzmitryieu,
Theravada Group Cofounder

nibbanadhatu@gmail.com
+375 (29) 396-56-20
www.budha.by
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NATIONAL LIBRARY & ARCHIVES OF BHUTAN

Department of Culture
Ministry of Home & Cultural Affairs

19 April, 2013
Congratulatory Message

I feel indeed honoured and proud to have given opportunity to present this congratulatory
message on the occasion of the two-day celebration of the 10" United Nations Day of Vesak
being held to celebrate the 100™ Birthday of His Holiness Somdet Phra Nyanasamvara,
the Sangharaja of Thailand, hosted by Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University
(MCU). His holiness has always remained a source of inspiration of the propagation of
the teaching of Lord Buddha in and outside Thailand. On this auspicious occasion, I would
like to extend my heartiest wishes for long life and sound health of His Holiness.

I would also like to take this opportunity to extend my deepest respect to all the prominent
Buddhist leaders and delegates for their strenuous devotion and efforts in their noble misson
to preserve and propagate the lord Buddha’s teaching, as well as their continued dharma
activities for the strengthening of peace and harmony all over the word

The celebration of the 10" United Nations Day of Vesak will be another historic event
succeeding the 9™ that was held in the kingdom of Thailand in 2012. This celebration
is symbolic of the firm solidarity of Buddhist followers in the world to collaboratively
sustain, promote, and value the further development and prosperity of Buddhism with
the aim of building happiness, peace, growth, and prosperity on this ;planet earth.

The Royal Kingdom of Thailand derives prominence and greatness from in unbroken
tradition of Buddhism. The great Thai Kings have, through its long march of history,
showed special devotion to the teachings of Buddha and to preserving Buddhist culture
and traditions. The service they have rendered in ensuring the continued radiance
of these sublime teachings cannot be stressed enough. They represent a gift to humanity
of incalculable worth. This rendition continues uninterrupted through the selfless work
of His Hliness the Sangha Rajana and the great sangha, and the Royal Family, allowing
Thailand to become bastion of Theravada Buddhism.

May His Holiness Sangha Raja and His Majesty the King of Thailand enjoy many more
years of good health, prosperity and success, and may the blessing of the Buddha protect
them all difficulties.
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May I also take this opportunity to offer an warm congratulation to the Most Ven. Prof.
Dr. Phra Brahmanpundit, Rector, MCU and his team for being the determined and
committed host of the successive Vesak celebrations, and under your able leadership, may
the message of Buddha Dharma spread throughout the world so that all sentient beings can
live in peace and harmony.

I wish all the best for the success of this auspicious event.

Yonten Darg¥e
Chiet Research Officer
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(g. Nalanda Buddhist
!} Center of Brazil

N, // www.nalanda.org.br

Nalanda Center for Buddhist Studies
http://nalanda. org. br
nalanda@nalanda. org. br

r. Albita 194/701 - Cruzeiro
30310-160 Belo Horizonte/MG
Brazil

May 1%, 2013

Congratulatory Message from Brazil

Distinguish participants of the 10th Anniversary Celebrations of the United Nations Day
of Vesak,2013. Here we are meeting again in friendship under the auspices of Sangha Supreme
Council of Thailand, the Royal Thai Government, and the Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya
University to celebrate together the most important day for Buddhists all around
the world. “Education and Global Citizenship: A Buddhist Perspective” is the theme for
our celebrations this year. As people of the world know more and more about the teachings
of the Buddha, it is hoped that everyone will grow in civility and harmony. We will also
celebrate the 100th Birthday of His Holiness Somdet Phra Nyanasamvara, the Sangharaja
of Thailand, conjointly with the 10th Anniversary celebration of the United Nations Day
of Vesak.

Though we come from different traditions, countries and cultures, we are here united
as students of the Great Educator. Let us hear the Teachings and apply the Buddha's
advice. Nalanda Center for Buddhist Studies was created exactly to collaborate in the true
education of the mind and heart of human beings in the Portuguese language countries,
providing a wealth of resources to help the suffering beings to understand and come out of
their miseries. It is our distinct pleasure and honour to join the larger Sangha to celebrate
the great legacy of our Teacher.

May all beings be happy and aim for liberation,

Dhammacariya Ricardo Sasaki
(mahasaddhammajotikadhaja)

Director of Nalanda Center for Buddhist Studies, Brazil
Rua Albita 194 /701 — 30310-160

Belo Horizonte MG

http://nalanda.org.br

email: nalanda@nalanda.org.br

tel: +55.31.9651.6369
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Education and Global Citizenship, a Buddhist perspective

It is common to represent our planet like a space ship sailing in the cosmos, thereby
emphasizing its relative smallness, the crews are forced to work together because there is
no other place to go, and their destruction is the destruction of all. If you elaborate more
on this image, this ship, our planet, is very special because it is also a living organism,
the component ecosystems are intimately linked and that sustain life on this planet, rivers,
mountains, flora , wildlife, insects, in general all forms of life, are held each other enabling
life. In other words we eather sabe eachother or we all perish, there is no other possibility. If
we add the rapid growth of the human race, technological development multiplies material
consumption and therefore the ecological footprint we can say we are in a historical moment
of great significance for humanity. The cause of suffering, the Buddha says, is ignorance.
Not understanding the nature of things is what makes us suffer and exteds this suffering
to others. Education is the vehicle to overcome this ignorance, but not any education, not
just about gathering information, but an education that sees the person as a whole, based on
correct understanding and compassion. To the extent that we understand the nature of things
and develope a compassionate heart, in that extent both, our actions and decisions will
affirm life and propagate good. The practice of generosity, tolerance, mutual respect, right
livelyhood , and a genuine concern to help other sentient beings should be the features that
characterize our individual and collective actions. Environmentalists say: “think globally
and act locally”. This is a wise way of thinking. Although many of humanity’s problems
affect us all, such as poverty, climate change, to name a few, the way to address them
is in our inmidiate sorroundings: in our neighborhood, within our families, in our cities,
countries, and so on, not in a linear fashion, but understanding the interdependence of all
things and that each level will affect others in ways unimaginable. This Vesak celebration,
is a living example of right action, to the extent that connects countries, continents and
cultures under the Buddha Shakyamuni’s example, creating a space, a meeting place and
promote understanding and compassion. Here we emphasise on everything that we have in
common, on everything that unite us. This is a will power to work together for a world of
no suffering and freedom.

Dora Gamboa
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DHARMALOKA

Chan Buddhist Community Croatia

Dordiceva 23, 10000 Zagreb, Croatia 5/1/2013

Congratulatory Message for the United Nations Day of Vesak Celebrations & Buddhist
Conference 2013/B.E 2556

Venerable monks, venerable nuns,
Distinguished delegates and guests
Ladies and gentlemen
Friends in the Dharma

It is with great honour and pleasure that I extend to you warmest greetings and best wishes
on behalf of the Chan Buddhist community in Croatia and myself, and I wish that organizers
of this celebration, marking the most important events in the Buddhist calendar would
have yet another successful celebration of Vesakh which is to be held in the Kingdom of
Thailand. I am also congratulating on the successful completion of the 10 consecutive
years of the celebrations held in Kingdom of Thailand, in which time this event became
the largest gathering of Buddhists from around the world which is in itself truly a great
achievement.

Also, I would like to express my deep gratitude for the invitation to attend this celebration.

The subject of the conference “Education and Global Citizenship: A Buddhist Perspective”
makes us think about the ways in which Buddhist education can contribute to solving
deep divisions of today’s world. The world is becoming a much smaller place than it ever
was. We are often confronted with differences that go beyond our ability to understand
and accept. It is only through knowing “the Other”, through finding out not only about
differences, but also through learning about the commonness of our human condition that
we can truly begin to build a global society of equally appreciated individuals. Buddhism
can no doubt offer valuable solutions for tackling these deeply felt problems.

I am convinced that this celebration of Vesakh as well as the Conference will make
an important contribution for both establishing a deeper harmony between Buddhist leaders
from around the world as well as for finding effective solutions to problems of today’s
world.

Yours in the Dharma,
Shifu Zarko Andric¢evi¢
Z- Andaidond
President
Dharmaloka — Chan Buddhist Community, Croatia

99



MESSAGE

The timeless teachings of Buddha are vast and profound and influence everyone.
We, disciples of Buddha, are blessed for receiving this dharma of peace and happiness.
Therefore, even in this world that we find so imperfect at times, we still have many reasons
to celebrate together with joyfulness the birth, enlightenment and passing away of Buddha
on the Vesak day.

I am very happy to be here once again with you, friends in the dharma.

On behalf of the Zen Center of Cuba, I wish to congratulate the Supreme Sangha Council of
Thailand, Royal Thai Government, MCU University, supporters, organizers and volunteers
on the 10" United Nations Day of Vesak Conference.

Wishing all sentient beings a peaceful and joyous Vesak!

Alejandra Pino Diaz

Nun
Zen Center of Cuba

Timeless teachings of Buda

The Bouddha s timeless teachings are vast and profound and influence everyone.
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' ADDRESS: LUHA 1, 10129 TALLINN, ESTONIA

B U DAK() DA PHONE: (+#372) 6 536 969
E-MAIL: INFO@BUDAKODA.EE

TRIRATNA BUDDHIST CENTRE IN ESTONIA WEB-SITE: WWW.BUDAKODA.EE

05.05.2013

Congratulatory message of the Triratna Buddhist Community in Estonia on the occasion of
the United Nations Day of Vesak Celebration 2013

I would like to offer my hearty congratulations on the 10th United Nations Day of Vesak
and on the 100th Birthday of His Holiness Somdet Phra Nyanasamvara.

With an admiration and amazement I look how The Royal Thai Government and
Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University have made within years Vesak truly worldwide
celebration giving an opportunity to Buddhist from all the over world to come together
and cherish jointly Buddha’s birth, enlightenment and passing away. This is a valuable
break to be inspired by the teachings of the Buddha and to deepen the feeling of unity.
On behalf of the Triratna Buddhist Community in Estonia [ wish to express my gratitude
and congratulations to the Royal Thai Government and to Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya
University for all their efforts towards making this celebration a success. As this year’s
celebrations are held in conjunction with the auspicious occasion of the 100th birthday of
His Holiness Somdet Phra Nyanasamvara, [ would like to offer my sincere congratulations
to His Holiness for his health and wellbeing.

May the 2013 United Nations Day of Vesak Celebration be a joyous event full of inspiration
and learning to all its participants and organizers.

With metta,

Ester Veskimets, Trustee
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The Buddhist Union of Finland

Suomen Buddhalainen Unioni SBU ry
Buddhistiska Unionen i Finland rf

Helsinki 2.5.2013

Congratulatory Message
The United Nations Day of Vesak Celebrations 2013

Excellencies, Distinguished Guests, Ladies and Gentlemen

The Buddhist Union of Finland wishes you a wonderful United Nations Day of Vesak
Celebration. We Finns here far away in the north are very grateful that the representative
of our young national Union has been invited to join this unforgettable celebration where
many of the world’s Buddhist traditions are represented.

Our Union is still small compared to many other countries, however, most of the biggest
Buddhist practices did already arrive in Finland by 2000. Even though the groups are small,
there has been a lot of enthusiasm among the practitioners, and there has been constantly
more and more interest.

We have started a dictionary project in Finland, the aim of which is to familiarize researchers,
and especially new practitioners, with essential Buddhist Dharma terminology. We are also
working on a project that focuses on informing different levels of society about the needs
of those immigrants, whose cultural background is in Buddhism. Finnish society aims at
recognizing different traditions and cultural needs, but there is still a certain lack of general
knowledge and readiness for acknowledgment.

I whish from the bottom of my heart all the best to United Nation’s humanitarian projects,
and especially to this Vesak event that is celebrated in Thailand in spirit of the Metta,
Karuna, Mudita and Upekha that Buddha teaches.

May all living beings be happy!

elly Koo

Vimalamitra Mikko Koponen
President, The Buddhist Union of Finland
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Dharma Gate Buddhist College
1098 Budapest, Borzsony street 11, Hungary

April 30, 2013
Buddhist education in Hungary, B.E. 2556 (2013)

Hungary, a member of the Executive Committee and one of the founders of the International
Association of Buddhist Universities, celebrates with joy the 10" anniversary of the UN
Day of Vesak. The Dharma Gate Buddhist College, the first and only state accredited
full-fledged college of tertiary education of Buddhist studies in Hungary avails itself
the opportunity to renew to the Sangha of Thailand its highest consideration on
the occasion of the 100" birthday of His Holiness Somdet Phra Nyanasamvara,
the Sangharaja of Thailand.

Some Hungarian scholars, like the founder of the first Buddhist Mission in 1951 in Hungary,
Ern6 Hetényi, a disciple of Lama Anagarika Govinda from 1953, half a century ago, hold
the supposition that Buddhism could come to our land already with our ancestors who
came to the Carpathian basin from Asia in the 10" century and could be well aware of
the Teachings. Dr. Hetényi thought that even some of them could made use of the tolerance
of Buddhism to follow it together with Shamanism that was their prevailing religion at
the time. Others, as Dr. T. Kardos, pointed to a well-known Italian, Galeotti (1427-1497)
living at the court of the Hungarian king Matthias, who referred to a great ‘Indian sage’,
and even speculated that the still not know origin of the name of the Hungarian capital,
Budapest, might contain the name of Buddha.

What ever was the past relationship to Buddhism, Alexander Csoma de Koros went on
foot as far as Zangla in North-West Tibet at the beginning of the 19" century to search for
the origin of the Hungarians. He spent more than a year in a Buddhist monastery to study
and summaries in two compendiums the main teachings of Buddhist scriptures, as local
monks explained it to him, and wrote the first Tibetan-English Dictionary and Grammar.

A major breakthrough occurred in 1991 when the Dharma Gate Buddhist Fellowship
(‘Church’ by Hungarian Law) was created and within half a year established the Dharma
Gate Buddhist College. In 2012 the Hungarian State re-confirmed its commitment to
consider the Fellowship and the College as an official partner of the State. During the last
more than two decades, the Dharma Gate Buddhist College taught the Dharma to more
than a thousand students. From 2011 the Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University,
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in the partnership with the Dharma Gate Buddhist College, licensed by the Hungarian
government’s Office of Education to run joint MA and PhD Programs in English at
the premises of the Fellowship’s estate. In 2011 during the census near 10 thousand
Hungarians declared themselves Buddhist. Thus the Teachings of the Buddha firmly rooted
in the land of Hungary.

Postscript

Signature

Name and position: H.E. Janos JELEN, Rector, Dharma Gate Buddhist College,

Budapest, Hungary
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Central University of Tibetan Studies
Sarnath, Varanasi, India

Date: 10" May, 2013

Message

The full moon day of Vesak is celebrated throughout the world as the day of the three
great events of the Buddha’s life i.e. the Birth, Enlightenment and Mahaparinirvana.
The United Nations has recognized the day in 1999. Since 2004, this day is being celebrated
mostly in Bangkok, Thailand hosted by the Royal Thai Government and organized
by Mahachulalongkornrajvidyalaya University (MCU). I am glad to know that with
the blessings of the Supreme Sangha Council and the support of the Royal Thai Government,
the two day celebration of the 10™ United Nations Day of Vesak will be held at the United
Nations Convention Center in Bangkok, Thailand on 21% and 22" May, 2013.

I am happy that with the celebration of this great day, the message of peace of the Buddha
would be disseminated to ten directions through the participants from all around the world.
The modern world is desperately in need of inner peace in order to maintain balance
between the material world and spirituality. Therefore, I am sure that the celebration will
be instrumental in giving the message of peace to the people of world.
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105



Nava Nalanda Mahavihara
(Deemed University)
Nalanda — 803111, Bihar, India

Congratulatory Message

I am deeply honored to extend my Congratulatory message on the auspicious
occation to celebrate the 10" Anniversary Celebrations of the United Nations Day of Vesak
(B.E.2556) 2013 in Thailand. I congratulate the organizers for celebrating this historic and
eventful day which is related to the birth, enlightenment and passing away of Lord Buddha
and make us aware ofthis purposeful life, teachings, achievements and contribution towards
entire human civilization.

I am happy to learn that the theme for the 2013 celebrations is Education and
Global Citizenship: A Buddhist Perspective. As we all know, Dhamma is the ultimate
foundation of the Buddhist education. The present day the secular society dictates that
institutional education should only focus in preparing students mainly for their career.
As a result the major cause of our educational problems lies in this commercialization
of our education. In today’s turbulent world, however, eagerness to learn is often stifled,
defamed by the moral twists that afflict the wider society. Such a conception of the aim of
education is quite different from that of consistent Buddhist principles. Practical efficiency
certainly has its place in Buddhist education, for Buddhism propounds a middle path which
recognizes that our loftiest spiritual aspirations require a healthy body and materially secure
society. But for Buddhism the practical side of education must be integrated with other
requirements designed to bring the potentialities of human nature to maturity in the way
envisioned by Lord Buddha. Most importantly, an education policy guided by Buddhist
principles must aim to instill values as much as to impart information. It must be directed,
not merely towards developing social and commercial skills alone, but towards nurturing
in the students the seeds of spiritual nobility.

I on behalf of Nava Nalanda Mahavihara (Deemed University), Nalanada and on behalf
of the followers of the Dhamma send my good for the success of the event and once again
congratulate the organizers of the Vesak Day Celebrations.

May all beings be happy

0.h.d

Dr.Ravindra Panth
Director,

Nava Nalanda Mahavihara
(Deemed University)
Nalanda, Bihar, India.
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KEMENTERIAN AGAMA
SEKOLAH TINGGI AGAMA BUDDHA NEGERI SRIWIJAYA

TANGERANG BANTEN
Kompleks Edu Town BSD City, Tangerang, Banten Telp. (021) 70933901 Kode Pos 15339
e-mail: stabn.sriwijaya@yahoo.com website: www.stabn-sriwijaya.ac.id

CONGRATULATION

No: Stb.01/K/HM.00/2\2 /2013

It is personally our great pleasure on behalf of Sriwijaya Buddhist College of
Indonesia to convey congratulation to The Royal Thai Government has been the host
and Mahaculalongkornrajavidyalaya University (MCU) as the principle organizer,
International Council for Day of Vesak (ICDV) in the year 2013 (2556), United Nations
Day of Vesak celebration with the two objective 100" Birth day of His Holiness Somdet
Phra Nyanasamvara, the Sangharaja of Thailand and the 10" Anniversary to the United
Nations Day of Vesak which is to be held in the Royal Kingdom of Thailand and hosted by
Mahaculalongkornrajavidyalaya Universit (MCU).

We extremely appreciate to the theme of celebration, is Education and Global Citizenship:
Buddhist Perspective, as it is very excellence theme for all people in the world. People
need best solution for universal problems and to uplift their lifestyle. Buddhism provides
all solutions people need, not only for spiritual problem but material problem also. Beside
that, Buddhism is a model of education to show the way to get rid of human problem
(dukkha) and to attain the highest happiness (Nibbana).

Buddhism teaches a moral life (sila), Samadhi (meditation) and wisdom (panna). Today
we need principle guidance of life, Sila (Pancasila) is suitable being practiced by Buddhist
and non Buddhist, if they want to live happily present and future. To solve problem, we
need wisdom to get best solution, and wisdom should be attained by practicing Samadhi
(meditation). So Buddhism is right way to educate citizen to face any problem and to solve
it, without creating a new problem.

We wish all members of committees of the Vesak celebration be successful and happy
under blessing Triple Gem (Tiratana).

Banten, April, 22, 2013

Director,

Sapardi, S.Ag., M.Hum.
NIP 19650609199404031003
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SEKOLAH TINGGI AGAMA BUDDHA NALANDA
( NALANDA BUDDHIST COLLEGE)

May 21th, 2013

Congratulatory Message

United Nations Day of Vesak Celebrations

I consider it is a great pleasure and honor for me to represent Indonesian Association
of Buddhist Higher Education Institutions (IABHEI), and also Nalanda Buddhist
College as it’s Chairman, to join IABU and ICDV celebrating vesak day in Bangkok.
We commemorate triple sacred event; the birth, enlightenment and passing away of our
Lord Buddha along with our fellow buddhists around the world. Especially this year we
also have got a chance to participate the 100th birthday of His Holiness Somdet Phra
Nyanasamvara, The Sangharaja of Thailand as well as the 10th anniversary of vesak
celebration organized by United Nations.

People in the society of globe are enjoying material wealth in search of fulfilling
their own desire without paying any care of other fellow people’s sufferings. They are
intoxicating their physical and sensual pleasures considering as the sole aim of life is only
for satisfying desire. They have forgotten that material pleasure not long last, and there is
spiritual pleasure that brings real pleasure for themselves as well as for others. For that we
need knowledge to change our attitude towards others and even to environment. That is
why we need education to make our life better. We can create better society with learned and
skillful people thanks to the education. We can help others, solve human problems when
we are armed by knowledge based on morality, compassion and benevelence not armed by
bombs, weapons and technics of war.

So in Indonesia with the help of 14 buddhist colleges we are preparing young
generation to become dhamma teacher hoping better peaceful happy world for the human
race.

The Lord Buddha devoted his entire life for the happiness and welfare not only for
the human beings but also deva, brahma and all beings. And He has sacrificed his very many
lives in the past in order to achieve his goal which is called Enlightenment (Buddha-hood)
because by being the Buddha, He might be able to help all beings especially mankind.
This historical day of vesak is the best moment to think, speak and act in different way for
the welfare and happiness of ours and other people all over the world, because by that way
only we can offer our highest respect to our teacher, The Lord Buddha.
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On this occasion of world Vesak puja day 2013 (B.E.2556) let me wish the good
health and happiness for His holiness Sangharaja of Thailand and may the conference
of IABU be successful and be able to produce useful standard curriculum an modules
as expected. I also would like to extend our warmest vesak greetings especially to our
Buddhist friends scattered in all parts of the world, and in general I hope the peace harmony
and security for the whole mankind in the world by the power of love , compassion and
the benevolence of the Lord Buddha.

Yours in Dhamma

Lauw Acep, S.Ag.,M.Pd.B

Chairman of STAB Nalanda (Nalanda Buddhist College)

Chairman of APTABI / IABHEI ( Indonesian Association of Buddhist
Higher Education Institutions)

Excecutive Committee of [ABU
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Bhavana House

Dhamma Sanctuary and Meditation Centre
Regional Centre of the WFB
16 Miriyam Hahashmonait Tel-Aviv 62666, Israel

CONGRATULATORY MESSAGE FROM ISRAEL FOR THE 10th UN DAY OF VESAK
CELEBRATIONS & BUDDHIST CONFERENCE 2013
1 May 2013
Dear Friends in the Dhamma,

Thank you so much for welcoming us so warmly. This auspicious gathering is
an opportunity to meet and to learn from dear Dhamma friends that gives us courage and
mental support in our effort to cultivate and propagate the Buddha-Dhamma in Israel.

Israel is situated in the midst of an unstable region, boiling with unpredictable changes
on the outside. It is very easy to loose ground. Inside, the Israeli society pays a very
high price for arrogant nationalism and a long term “subliminal chronic-war-anxiety”.
The occupation of the Palestinian territories inflict a disease of societal cruelty, opportunism,
fear, lack of ethical conduct and confusion. It is so easy to feel despair and anger, being
helpless in spite of the good intentions of many.

One of the only hopes that we still have is in educating the young generation to values
like compassion, metta and non-violence, which are based on mindfulness. These values,
which are among the foundations of the Dhamma, will enable us to live harmoniously in
this bleeding region. We are grateful to the Organizing Committee for choosing this crucial
topic for the Conference. As educators, we are sure that the panels and discussions will
give us skillful means & tools to go against the murky stream.

We try our best to sow the seeds of good-will, harmlessness and letting go with a sense
of urgency, before it will be too late. Walk the Path as long as one can. We thank and
congratulate with joy and deep gratitude the lay and monastic sangha, the individuals,
committees, organizations, government and Mahachulalongkorn University, which made
this UN day of Vesak celebrations and Conference 2013 possible.

May all beings be free from suffering and live in peace,

Dr. Itamar Bashan, Dr. Thor Gonen
Founders of Bhavana House and Educators
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UNIONE BUDDHISTA ITALIANA

UNITED NATION VESAK CELEBRATION 2556/2013
Rome, 30" April 2013

Onbehalfofthe Italian Buddhist Union I express to the Supreme Sangha Council of Thailand,
to the King of Thailand H.M. Bhumibol Adulyadej , to the Royal Thai Government , to the
organizers, the Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University my deepest gratitude for their
contribution to hosting again the United Nation Vesak Day in Bangkok.

We are very honored to be together to celebrate the 10th anniversary of the United Nation
Day of Vesak and to honor the 100" Birthday of His Holiness Somdet Phra Nyanasamvara,
the Sangharaja of Thailand, two major events that attest the long lasting history of Buddha’s
teaching and its vitality today in every part of the world.

The theme of 2013 Vesak is “Education and Global citizenship: a Buddhist Perspective”.
Lord Buddha was a great pedagogue; he considered carefully who he was teaching so
that the message arrived more directly and clearly possible. And even today His words
can serve as a stimulus to educate young people to feel part of a world that is increasingly
linked in a common destiny.

Humanity has reached a high scientific and technological development and this can be of
great benefit, but at the same time needs more than just the values of money and success.
Efforts must be made to promote human and spiritual values that make it possible to feel
that we belong to a single community, the human community of which everyone is partly
responsible. The Day of Vesak is important not only to pay homage to the Buddha, the
Dharma and the Sangha but also, based on them, to try to find new forms of contact and
dialogue with the various aspects of the different societies, the cultures, the economy in the
light of the vision we have in common: the interdependence between each of us and with
everything in the world, at any level.

In this time of growing globalization in which the means of communication make fast
meetings, ways of living tend to standardize, wealth and poverty divide people and countries,
the message of the Buddha is critical to bring attention to the interdependence that binds
us together - living beings and nature — and to the values of respect and compassion for
educating to follow responsible behavior and to transform our mental attitudes in the light
of the teachings and example of Lord Buddha.

We honor all those who over time have been practicing and transmitted the Dharma to
future generations so that they could also practice on the path of awakening. We honor His
Holiness Somdet Phra Nyanasamvara, the Sangharaja of Thailand, and we wish Him and
all the Venerable Members of the Sangha a long and fruitful life for the transmission of
the Dharma.

“The Gift of the Dharma exceeds any other Gift”. Dhammapada v. 35.

prof. dr. Maria Angela Fala
Vice President Italian Buddhist Union Delegate for International Affairs
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ITRI®
Congratulatory Message

To the 10th United Nations Day of Vesak Celebrations

Masakazu Matsumoto
Vice Representative of the Inner Trip Reiyukai International
Vice Chairman of the Executive Council, the International Council
for the United Nations Day of Vesak

I would like to offer my heartfelt congratulations on the 10th United Nations Day of Vesak
International Conference and Celebrations.

Just as suggested by this year’s theme, ‘Education and Global Citizenship: Buddhist
Perspective’, internationalization has prevailed since the Industrial Revolution in every
field such as politics, economy, religion, culture, science and sport. Whether good or
bad, human activities in modern times have become global, and such trend of the times
produced the word ‘globalism’. Today, everything moves, develops and changes rapidly
and dynamically on a global scale, and things are very unstable in a sense. Involved in
the intense dynamism, each individual is irresistibly played with like a ship in the raging sea.
Then, what has caused this troubling situation? It is without doubt an individual person,
because any nation, any group or any organization is composed of individual persons.

According to the living place, an individual is a villager or a townsperson or a citizen,
and, at the national level, the individual is a citizen of a nation. This much everybody
knows and is aware of. However, in the age of globalism, it is not enough; any individual
needs to have awareness of a global citizen. Exactly because living in the unstable age,
any individual has to think and act with awareness and responsibility as a global citizen,
and make efforts so that the world will not get destabilized and all the human beings can
live peacefully. It is a duty as a global citizen. On the other hand, because of his or her
citizenship, any individual has global citizens’ rights such as right to life, right to education
and right to human dignity. These rights have to be secured and assured.

Reasonably, such a duty and rights are indivisible and cannot be separated. Anybody
owes a duty to guarantee and respect rights of others so that his or her own rights may
be guaranteed and respected, but it is not the case today. We are always asserting our
rights for our own benefit and neglecting our duties. For example, if the people living in
the upper river area use the water only for their need and make it dirty without consideration
of other users, and if, as a result, it becomes impossible for the people living in the lower
river area to use the water any more, it will surely end up with conflicts between them.
They are caused because one side thinks only of its own interest and asserts its rights, while
it doesn’t take the other side into consideration and neglects its duties to keep the quality
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of the water good. Such things are happening today on a global level. Climate change can
be counted as such. Though more scientific study is necessary, we can say that excessively
egoistic economic activities on an individual level as well as on a nation level have caused
the climate change at a global scale.

Now, human beings are expected to have awareness, consciousness and norm as global
citizens. For the education of them, I am very sure Buddhism can play a certain important
role. Thinking ways of Buddhism, methods of Buddhism and resources of Buddhism must
be very useful for such education. I don’t know whether my opinion above accords with
the theme of this year’s conference, but I sincerely expect meaningful discussions and
results from them.

I extend my best wishes to the fruitful accomplishments and success of the 10th United
Nations Day of Vesak International Conference and Celebrations.
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Riga Zen Center, Latvia, EU
www.dzen.lv

Ist of May, 2013
CONGRATULATORY MESSAGE

on the occasion of
The 10th Anniversary Celebrations of the United Nations Day of Vesak
(B.E. 2556) 2013

In my home country of Latvia, Buddhism was first introduced in the twenties
of the 20th century. After more than 60 years, the teachings of the Buddha once again
become available to residents of Latvia due to individual enthusiasts and small groups of
practitioners. Even nowadays words Dharma, Buddha, Sangha as well as Karma remains
as something exotic elements of Eastern culture. But in fact, all this terminology is not just
fancy words, but they describe universal Wisdom and Truth.

In this regard, year 2013 event in Thailand “Education and Global Citizenship:
A Buddhist Perspective”, can play a significant role for popularization in the World of
Buddha’s Teachings.

Every year our world change and became more border-free. Disappear not only
the borders between countries, but also cultural boundaries are erased. The World becomes
truly united and to determine the nationality of this or that person becomes more difficult
or even impossible. We all become citizens of the world.

As in our small multi-ethnic country we wish to all participants, organizers and their
countries peace and mutual understanding.

May all sentient beings be saved and happy!
In the Dharma,

Aleksandrs Lahtionovs
Riga Zen Center Co-Fouder
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Buddhist University of Mongolia

14 April 2013 Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia

Congratulatory message

10* United Nations Day of Vesak Celebrations and Buddhist Conference

On behalf of Buddhist in Mongolia, as well as my university community, we are extending
our deepest and warmest greeting to the whole delegations and organizing committee and
the government of the Kingdom of Thailand on this 10™ United Nations Day of Vesak
International Conference and Great celebrations.

The main theme of this year conference-Education and Global Citizenship: A Buddhist
Perspective. I believe it is a timely subject for all people around world. The Lord Buddha
is the first human being to have discovered ultimate knowledge which can challenge all
beings out off suffering.

This will also awaken vision of the Buddha in our World and to contribute to emergence of
a global enlightened society.

We do believe conference surely enhance again the bonds of friendship between Buddhists
from all around the world and allow a fruitful exchange ofideas and strengthen understanding
among Buddhists toward working together for the peace and harmony.

Yours in Dharma,

Dr. Dolgor Tsedev
Chancellor of Buddhist University
Ulaanbatar-51/261, Mongolia
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PERSATUAN PENGANUT BUDDHA LOKA MITTA MALAYSIA

(LOKA MITTA BUDDHIST FELLOWSHIP MALAYSIA)
(Registration No. 1138-10-SEL)
iy No. 22, Jalan 18/44, 40200 Shah Alam, Selangor Darul Ehsan, Malaysia.
T Tel: +603-5541 1613 & +6012-391 5539 Fax: +603-8075 7240 Email: lokamittamsia@gmail.com

T T
MALAYELA

Date: 15 April 2012 (BE 2555)

MESSAGE
FROM

MR. GOH SENG CHAI, rik rss
President,
Loka Mitta Buddhist Fellowship Malaysia
Assistant Secretary-General,
International Council of United Nations Day of Vesak

On behalf of the Buddhists in Malaysia and in particular Loka Mitta Buddhist
Fellowship Malaysia, I wish to express my thanks and appreciation to the Most Venerable
Prof. Dr. Phra Brahmapundit, Rector, Mahachulalongkornraja avidyalaya University;
President, International Council for Day of Vesak and President, International Association
of Buddhist Universities for the invitation to attend the 10™ Anniversary Celebration of
the United Nations Day for Vesak scheduled to be held in Bangkok on May 21-22, 2013
(BE 2556).

On the occasion of the thrice-sacred Day of Vesak 2013 which falls on 24 May 2013,
may I extend our best wishes, warmest greetings and a blessed Happy and Joyous Vesak to
all the Buddhists and Buddhist leaders from all over the world gather at the United Nation
Convention Center Bangkok and Phuttamonthon Buddhamonthon for the 10™ Anniversary
of the United Nations Day for Vesak.

In conjunction with this auspicious event in the celebration of the, we are also
honoring and celebrating the 100" Birthday Anniversary of His Holiness Somdet Phra
Nyanasamvara, the 19" Supreme Patriarch of Thailand. May we wish him and blessed
Happy Birthday and A Healthy Long Life!

The theme for the 10" Anniversary of United Nations Day of Vesak is “ Education
and Global Citizenship: A Buddhist Perspective” and the second theme is “Contribution
of Buddhist Sangha to Promote Education and Humanism”. Both these Themes will be
focusing on the importance of Buddhist education which is most appropriate and timing.
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When we discuss the Buddhist education, we should always encourage all our Buddhist
devotees to devote our practices on threefold Buddhist education i.e. Sila, Samadhi and
Panna.

The Thrice-sacred day of Vesak is a day where we should devout our time and energy for
the practice of Metta and Karuna (Loving-kindness and Compassion) as foundation of our
true awakening. It is not just a day for the Buddhist to get together to meet and celebrate
the 10™ Anniversary of United Nations Day of Vesak but it is also the day for us as Buddhists
to remember the Teachings of our Great Master, The Buddha.

Today the world is faced with various kinds of global problems and disturbances
such as suicides, drugs among young, wars, political conflicts, religious conflicts and many
other issues due to lack of practice of Metta and Karuna as well as true understanding of
self and others. It is time for us to reflect on our individual weaknesses such as ego and
jealousy. I called upon everyone to start practicing, if you have not stated the Dhamma of
the Buddha in order to improve spiritual life.

MCU has spent an enormous amount of money in organizing such a mammoth
event and we pray that all the delegates and participants of this 10" Anniversary of United
Day of Vesak will be enlightened by the distinguished speakers who have assembled at this
conference.

In conclusion I wish this celebration a great success! With Buddha-Dhamma as
the guiding energy, let us all work together to help this world become a better place to live
n.

Sukhi Hotu!

With the blessing of the noble Triple Gem, may all Being be well and happy.

Goh Seng Chai, PJK, PBB

President, Loka Mitta Buddhist Fellowship Malaysia

Assistant Secretary-General, International Council for United Nation Day of Vesak (ICDV)
Consultant, Young Buddhist Association of Malaysia (YBAM)

Member of Advisory Board, International Association of Buddhist Universities (IABU)

Lay Adisor, Setenang Buddhist Society Selangor & Kuala Lumpur

Lay Adisor, Selangor Khamgar Druk Dharmakara Buddhist Association

Consultant/Special Adivisor to Buddhist Federation of Australia

Consultant/Special Adivisor to United Vietnamese Buddhist Congregation of Australia &New Zealand
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International Theravada Buddhist Missionary University

Dr. Pavarabhivamsa on behalf of Rector

Dhamma Brothers and Sisters;

Vesak greetings to you all.

First of all, may I express that I feel honoured by giving greeting speech and
by the presence at the Thrice Sacred Festival to commemorate the three great events of
the Buddha — his birth, the attainment of perfect enlightenment and his passing away on
the same day, this day of Vesak.

All Buddhists across the world are now celebrating this festival with happiness and
peace of mind, wishing the perpetuation of the Buddha/s teachings which are rationally
expressive of unquestionable and scientific (maybe unbelievable or doubtful for some who
harbour dogmatism or blind — faith) facts to those who find true happiness and peace. None
but the one who knows the right way can show others that way. The Buddha’s teachings
have always proved the right way and we need to turn straight our wisdom — eye to
it and follow it. This thrice great event also proves that the Buddha is endowed with Sugata
attribute. He is extolled for having come well to the world as a human on this day after
fulfilling ten perfections starting from the day he was assured of a Buddha by Dipankara
Buddha. He could cope with a great renunciation for the welfare of all beings by striving
himself to find the right way. At the age of 35, also on this day, he attained the perfect
enlightenment accompanied by five kinds of special knowledge, so he is said to have gone
well from humanhood to sainthood to sainthood (arahantship). At the age of 80, on this day
too, he passed away and had complete emanicipation of khandalife, so he is said to have
gone well to the great bliss of Nibbana. This day, therefore, denotes the Sugata attribute of
well coming to the world and going well to sainthood and the great bliss of Nibbana.

If we follow straightaway the way the Buddha showed to us, it is assuredly true that
we achieve true happiness and peace. In conclusion, remembering the Buddha’s greatest
contribution to the world’s knowledge and wisdom, let’s honour this thrice sacred day
filled with Sugata attribute.

May all beings be in true happiness and peace.

Dr. Pavarabhivamsa

Dean of Faculty of Languages and Translation
International Theravada Buddhist Missionary University
Yangon, Myanmar
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ZEN RIVER

Zen River Temple
Oldorpsterweg 1
9981 NL Uithuizen

Netherlands April 24,2013

CONGRATULATORY MESSAGE FROM THE NETHERLANDS

It 1s with great pleasure and deep gratitude that I offer my congratulations to everyone
gathered here on this auspicious occasion of the 10th United Nations Day of Vesak.
I also would like to express my deepest gratitude to the Thai government and to all those
involved in hosting this special event with so much generosity and care. As a representative
of a budding European Buddhist community, I am acutely aware of the need to learn from
and communicate with those who are born into a country where Buddhism has flourished
for many ages. At the same time, it is a true joy to see how the message of the Buddha
reaches hearts across borders and finds new fertile soil for practice, even in a country as far
away as The Netherlands.

Of course from the Buddhist perspective, there are no fixed borders, no solid lines of
separation between people and countries. And in our contemporary culture this perspective
seems to be gaining more credibility than ever. Amidst of all the confusion, anger, and
ignorance which have brought us to the brink of nuclear and ecological disaster, many
people have come to understand that we are in this together, and that it is of primary
importance to see oneself and others as members of one global community; not as a poetic
reverie or distant ideal, but simply because it is true. This world is one indivisible body
gifted with different parts that function best if they work for the benefit of everything and
everyone.

For this vision to really penetrate our hearts deeply enough to make a difference in our
everyday lives, education and practice are absolutely essential. And although many of the
traditional models of training are still proving fruitful in different cultural contexts, others
may require adaptation to the global age in order to really flourish. So following the laws
of nature, creativity is called for, particularly in devising models that modern people can
engage in. A meeting like this Vesak Celebration provides a wonderful opportunity to go
beyond any cultural bias to allow fresh reflections to emerge on the primary cause Buddhist
teaching has addressed throughout the ages: the happiness and well-being of all people.

May the wisdom and virtue of the Buddha be a shining example for everyone.

Voo CoP™”

Tenkei Coppens
Abbot of Zen River Temple

www.zenrivertemple.org
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Light of Dharma Buddhist Community of Paraguay
Address: Cap. Carpinelli 4378, Barrio Recoleta, Asuncién, Paraguay
Mail address: Centenario 2151, Barrio San Vicente, Asuncion, 1209 Paraguay

Tel. +595-981-583258 - http://www.nsparaguay.org - sangha@nsparaguay.org

April 30, 2013.

2013 Vesakj Day Congratulatory Message

This year we celebrate the 10th Anniversary of the United Nations Day of Vesak (B.E.
2556) 2013 and the 100th Birthday of His Holiness Somdet Phra Nyanasamvara,
the Sangharaja of Thailand.

I’m happy and honored to be here, and in the name of Light of Dharma Buddhist Community
of Paraguay I want to wish you Happy Vesak Day and Happy Birthday His Holiness. I also
want to extend our heartful thanks to the organizers, supporters and volunteers for this
great event.

The theme for this year’s celebrations is ‘Education and Global Citizenship: A Buddhist
Perspective’. According to dictionary one of main meanings of education is the act or
process of imparting or acquiring general knowledge, developing the powers of reasoning
and judgment, and generally of preparing oneself or others intellectually for mature life.

What would be the ultimate purpose of education? We found that behind all the efforts of
human beings is the pursuit of happiness. Lord Buddha awakened and revealed the Four
Noble Truths in order that we see that life is affliction and that we can walk the way to finish
affliction and be happy. The best education then is the education to be free from suffering
and find real happiness. That is what Lord Buddha started to teach 2600 years ago.

I hope that we establish new bonds of friendship between Buddhists from other traditions
and other countries and after this beatiful event all of us feel renewed and return to our
homes with more inner strength to strive to help people teaching and living according to
Dharma, keeping in mind that the ultimate purpose is to help all beings to be truly happy
in the peace of Nirvana.

Yours in the Dharma,

oy
Wg'(/ P4 }NT 742
Han Shan Alzaa
(Miguel Angel de Alzaa)
President & Founder
Light of Dharma Buddhist Community of Paraguay

Ph. +595-981-583258
Email: sangha@nsparaguay.org
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DIAMOND WAY BUDDHISM
KARMA KAGYU LINEAGE =

Diamond Way Buddhism Association - Karma Kagyu, Slovakia

29/4/2013
Timeless values across the world

Having this wonderful opportunity to celebrate the thrice-sacred day of Vesak,
the Birth, Enlightenment and Passing away of Buddha Siddhartha Gautama, one cannot
avoid feeling a deep thankfulness to have met with his precious teachings in our country.

Through the unbroken lineage of Karma Kagyu masters and a living transmission of
Buddha’s teachings in present time, we are allowed to practise the precious methods of
Vajrajana. We are therefore able to really use timeless wisdom, discovered by the Buddha
in everyday life situations and get closer to mind’s full potential realisation for the benefit
of everybody. Undoubtedly, the authentic power of our lineage lamas has reached and has
kept changing life of thousands of people not only across Europe, but worldwide, for over
40 years. No borders or cultural differences characterizing these dharma students could
disrupt the friendship based activity or the profound meaning of these methods, pointing
directly to a full development of our Buddha nature. Continuing on in the future, may our
activity stay solid and reach the openness of many beings, help them remove whatever pain
and suffering and bring them lasting joy, the fully realized state of a Buddha. May all beings
everywhere benefit in the most meaningful way from the timeless values, discovered by
Buddha Gautama.

Eva Polonyova
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Donggook BuddhistChonbopCollege

Affiliated Institute of
Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University

Busan, South Korea
Date 29™ April 2013

We are same disciples of the Buddha

Homage to the Triple Gem

I, on behalf of Korean Buddhists and our faculty members, staffs and students, congratulate
the 100" Birthday of His Holiness Somdet Phra Nyanasamvara, the Sangharaja of Thailand
and the 10™ Anniversary celebration of the United Nations Day of Vesak which is to be
held in the Royal Kingdom of Thailand and will be the theme for the 2013 celebration
is Education and Global citizenship: A Buddhist Perspective, it is really suitable theme
and should be discussed by all Buddhists beyond sectarian level. Now days Buddhism
in Thailand is an example of Vinaya practice and keeping wonderful tradition of Sangha
community which has originated from the Buddha’s time. Other Buddhist traditions should
pay an attention to its significance of Sangha existence

Now the globe has a lot of difficult problems such as regional wars, ethnic strife, threat of
nuclear weapons and religious discrimination even. As far as I know that MCU has been
leading and expending effort in order to solve those matters, and specially among Buddhist
organizations having initial works of concentrating on religious harmony and interfaith
dialogue. Religion has responsibility for purification of human soul in order to make
the world and society peaceful and stable.

It is time ot share efforts with world Buddhists, regardless of denomination, to bring peace
and prosperity of mankind. That is why we need to untie as disciples of the Buddhists
and practice the teachings of the Buddha. We Buddhists should return to original message
of the Buddha which save all lining beings and construct Pure Land society where is no
sufferings and conflict.
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Once again I would like to extend my heartfelt thanks to MCU’s continuous effort and
volition world peace and religious harmony. May 2013 celebrations be successful and
fruitful.

Yours in the Dhamma,

Dr.Hu Sung-Hyun
Chairman
Donggook Buddhist Chonbop College,
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Asociacion Hispana De Buddhismo
C/ Lagasca, 8. 3 Izda. 28001 Madrid. Spain

May 2013

Most Sincere Congratulations from Spain

As president of the Hispanic Association of Buddhism and on behalf of all
its members, I want to give my warmest congratulations to His Holiness Somdet Phra
Nyanasamvara, the Sangharaja of Thailand, for his 100th Birthday. [ also want to congratulate
all the international Buddhist community for having made possible this tenth anniversary
celebration of the United Nations Day of Vesak. This celebration is the result of collective
efforts of all Buddhists, but it would not be possible without the help of institutions like
the University of Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya and the Royal Kingdom of Thailand.
To both of them I also dedicate all our appreciation for their generosity and dedication.

For the small Buddhist communities of Spain and Latin America, this kind of celebrations
and meetings allow us to be in contact with the Buddhist majority countries. Thus, we are
an active part of the community to share a common goal, which is none other than deepen
the knowledge of Dhamma and apply the Buddha’s teachings into our daily lives to achieve
to make this world a better place for all beings. Happy Day of Vesak to all.

May the Triple Gem bless all of us.

Ricardo Guerrero. President
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MESSAGE OF DR. JAGATH BALASURIYA, HON. MINISTER OF
NATIONAL HERITAGE,

GOVERNMENT OF SRI LANKA

I am honoured to issue this congratulatory message on behalf of His Excellency
MahindaRajapaksa, President of the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka and
the people of Sri Lanka on the occasion of the 10" Anniversary of the United Nations Day
of Vesak Celebrations.

Buddhists, all over the world are celebrating the thrice-sacred day of Vesak to commemorate
the Birth, Enlightenment and ‘Parinibbana’ - Passing away of Lord Buddha. During this
period, everybody’s mind is filled with thoughts of metta, karuna, muditha and upeksha.
In Sri Lanka,Vesak day is the most important day of Buddhist Calendar and it is considered
as both religious and cultural festival. Various programmes such as sil campaigns,
meditation programmes, bodhipoojas, ‘Dansals’ (giving food free of charge to the people)
and Vesak devotional songs, pandals and lanterns are organized by the temples, Buddhist
organizations and the people. From morning till late evening Temples are full of devotees
who observe atasil and pay homage to Lord Buddha. This is the time peace prevails in
the country at the highest level.

As a Buddhist country we appreciate very much the valuable work done by the International
Council for day of Vesak to celebrate this noble day and I wish to extend my special thanks
to the Royal Thai Government for hosting this event and Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya
University for organizing this event.

May the Triple Gems bless entire world.

Dr. Jagath Balasuriya, M.P.
Minister of National Heritage
Government of the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka

30™ April, 2013
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Ambassador (Rtd) Karu Jayasuriya
Former Minister of Power & Energy
Home Affairs & Public Administration
No.2, Amarasekera Mawatha
Colombo 5
Tel.N0.2583477 / Fax No0.2500972

E-mail: kjsun@sltnet.lk
30™April 2013
Most Ven. Prof. Dr. Phra Brahmapundit
Rector Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University
President International Council for Day of Vesak
President International Association of Buddhist Universities

It is with great pleasure that I extend warm felicitations on the 10" Anniversary Celebrations
of the United Nations Day of Vesak 2013.

We recall that the resolution was adopted in 1999 and the first celebration of Vesak was
held in New York in 2001. The role played by our own Foreign Minister, Late Lakshman
Kadirgama and the enormous support extended by the Royal Thai Government is gratefully
remembered.

We note that 2013 celebrations will be held to commemorate two special occasions.
The 100 birthday of His Holiness Somdet Phra Nyanasamvara, the Sangharaja of Thailand
and 10th Anniverary Celebrations of the United Nations Day of Vesak.

We congratulate the selection of an appropriate theme “Education and Global Citizenship:
A Buddhist Perspective”, which is very relevant in today’s context.

We take this opportunity to wish long life and good health to His Holiness
May the Blessings of the Noble Triple Gem, protect His Holiness, now and always.

We also wish to record our appreciated to the Royal Thai Government and
the Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University for the initiation taken to host the 2013
Celebrations. May the Blessings of the Dhamma protect the King of Thailand.

Yours sincerely in Dhamma
Karu Jayasuriya M.P.
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From: Minister of Water Supply And Drainage Sri Lanka
<minister@watermin.gov.lk>

It 1s with deep respect and honour that I send this message of kind thoughts and well
wishes to Maha Chulalongkornrajavidyalaya University (MCU) for organizing the United
Nations Day of Vesak in Thailand on the Thrice Sacred Day of Vesak full moon Poya day
0of 2557 (common era 2013) as this year celebrates few important milestones in our journey
together.

His Excellency Mahinda Rajapakse, President of Sri Lanka Participating from celebrating
in 2012 have made this UN day of “Vesak” an important event of us all Buddhist and for
peace across the world.

Prince Siddharta Gauthma destined to be the greatest religious teacher of the world was
born on a day like today. Though, brought up in lap of luxury, he clearly understood sorrow
of humanity, and after a super human struggle of years, unaided and unguided, but with
his own efforts and wisdom eradicated all defilements the process of grasping, realizing
pain as true they are on his own knowledge on the full moon day of Vesak, and he became
Buddha- the enlightened one. He was not born “a Buddha”, but He became “the Buddha”.

For forty-five years the Buddha taught and worked for good and happiness of all
beings-human and other, and passed away on the full moon day of Vesak. Leaving to
disciples the doctrine and discipline as their “only teacher”. The teaching compliments
& emphasises the importance on integration of human activity in madhayama pattipaja
(moderate or middle path) and “parattham patipajjath” (to engage in the service of other),
which, collectively protects and serves all ecology.

As we are gathered here in Thailand this year we celebrate the 10th anniversary of United
Nations Day of Vesak. It is an important milestone in our journey as Buddhists gathered
from all parts of the globe in fostering and propagating the teachings of the Enlightened
One, as over one-fifth of population of today’s world regard the Buddha as their supreme
teacher.

Let us take a moment to remember that today we celebrate this great day for Buddhists
world over because of a resolution moved on behalf of the Maha Sangha and followers of
the Buddha world over by an exemplary son of Sri Lanka, an international diplomat of par
excellence Late Hon. Laxman Kadiragamar.

Relations between Thailand and Sri Lanka are over millennia, as we exchanged
the teachings of the Buddha to establish and to revive the Buddhasasana over and over
again. Sri Lanka is always grateful to Venerable Upali Nayaka Maha Thera from Siam for
reviving the Sangha order in Sri Lanka.

Infact this year Sri Lanka will celebrate the 260th Anniversary of efforts of Venerable Upali
Mahathera(Thailand)and Venerable Saranankara Sangaraja(SriLanka)togetherwhorevived
the Sangha Order of Sri Lanka and established the Siyam Sector of Sangha in Sri Lanka.
In celebration of this great historic occasion Maha Sangha, His Excellency President
Mahinda Rajapaksha, the Government, and People of Sri Lanka will welcome Her Royal
Highness Princess Sirindhorn and Hon Prime Minister Yingluck Shinawatra for celebrations
planned for later this year in Sri Lanka.

127



This august gathering and our journey so far would have not been possible if not for
the farsighted guidance and blessings of Most Venerable Sangaraja Maha Thero. Especially
on this occasion of his 100th birth anniversary, on behalf of His Excellency the President,
the Government and People of Sri Lanka, I extend warm wishes for best of health, happiness,
and long life to His Holiness Somdet Phra Nyanasamvara the Sangaraja of Thailand.

The success of this annual assembly is also mainly due to the farsighted patronage of
His Majesty the King of Thailand Bhumibol Athulyadej who celebrates his 85th birthday
this year. His Majesty is very special to Maha Sangha and People of Sri Lanka. I convey
the wishes of President of Sri Lanka His Excellency Mahinda Rajapaksa wishing
His Majesty the King, long life, best of health, and happiness.

I would like to reiterate how rightly fitting is this year’s theme “Education and Global
Citizenship : A Buddhist perspective” with the teachings of the Buddha. History speaks how
the ancient network of Buddhist educational institutions played a pivotal role in nurturing
the “humane” aspect in civilization. Nalanda in India and Mahavihara in Sri Lanka were
pinnacle institutions which were frequented by scholars in mind and practice. Today,
this path is further strengthened by Universities such as Maha Chulakonvidyala of Thailand,
Vidyodaya & Vidyalankara Pirivenas of Sri Lanka, and other Buddhist institutions
of learning across the globe.

Importantly it is the Dhamma Schools world over, where the FUTURE, young & youth
of Buddhists are nurtured in the most wholesome education focusing the “humane” aspect
in global scale and modern civilization.

This is the Age of Information, and information is powerful for betterment and for
worse. Misinformation can bring more danger than any other. The Buddhist world should
be mindful of this. I quote Dr. Ananda Guruge, an eminent Buddhist scholar “In
the twenty-six century Buddhist history, no major wars, invasions, coercion or use of force
had taken place in the name of Buddhism or on account of the rise of Buddhist tradition...
the recent and current conflicts in traditionally Buddhist countries are in no way connected
with Buddhism even though Western media sometimes so “misrepresent” them. On
the contrary, the Buddhist communities are inspiring example of selfless assistance
to victims of prejudice and violence. This is the impact of Buddha’s precept and practise.”

In conclusion I wish to express my sincere gratitude and pay my humble veneration to
Most Venerable Prof Phra Dhamakosajarn, Rector of MCU, for his continued untiring
efforts and commitment towards achieving great success in organizing and leading this
assembly of world Buddhist brotherhood for the 10th memorable occasion.

May blessings of the Noble Triple Gem be with you!

Dinesh Gunawardena
Chief Government Whip of Sri Lanka Parliament &
Minister of Water Supply and Drainage
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Buddhist Library Graduate School

No. 2 & 4, Lorong 24A Geylang. Singapore 398526
01 May 2013

May peace and happiness be with us.

The United Nations is celebrating an Indian prince who abdicated and became
a renunciant leaving his small but prosperous kingdom disregarding the astrologers who
predicted that he would be a universal monarch if remained at home and disappointing his
father who arranged three extra luxury palaces with women, music, dancing and all sort of
enjoyables to prevent renunciation and make him the future king. He attained the highest
spiritual status and became an enlightened teacher for billions of men all over the world.
This prince was none other than Gotama the Buddha.

Vesak is the occasion of celebrating the Buddha’s birth, enlightenment and the final
death called Parinibbana. His parinibbana is not something to be sad; it is the highest
celebration in his life. It was the wish-fulfillment of Gotama the Buddha as it was the end of
his suffering; and the beginning of our forward march to end our suffering too, emulating
him.

The Buddha was the most rational and the most philosophic teacher among
the founders of religions. His approach is modern in modern terms. No superstitions,
no dogmatism and highly scientific. His psychology was positive, his political and economic
thoughts were democratic and world outlook aesthetic. He was so peace loving, broad
minded and accommodating that his religion is considered inter-faith by some modern
writers. It has manifested in multiplicity of forms in different socio-cultural contexts
helping people to live wisely and happily.

UN Vesak celebration is an excellent way of paying due respect to this finest human
being who showed how to get the maximum out of our fortune of being born human.
We admiringly congratulate everyone who joins this great event.

I
1\, |5, sasi
andima Wijebandara

Professor of Buddhist Studies.
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SWAZILAND VIPASSANA ASSOCIATION

P.0.Box 340 Piggs Peak Swaziland. Phone: (00268) 2431 3380

Mobile: (00268) 7602 1976 e-mail: richard@tintsaba.com

To the Compassionate Master
The Supreme Sangha Council
The Royal Thai Government

The Venerable Organizers and Dignitaries.

We wish to heartily congratulate you on being awarded the hosting of this 10™ United
Nations Day of Vesak conference.

This 10™ occasion coincides with the auspicious date of Vesak 2556 and the 100" Birthday
of his Holiness Somdet Phra Nyanasamvara!

The Swaziland Vipassana association is greatly honored by your generous invitation to
attend this conference. Now delegates from all over the world can come together to meet
and share ideas.

We are sincerely grateful that our organization is represented.
We wish you all the success in the smooth running of the event.
May all of Humanity be happy and well.

Yours in the Dhamma

Richard Freemantle

Member: Swaziland Vipassana Association
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Sveriges Buddhistiska Samarbetsrad (SBS)
Erstagatan 31

SE-116 36 STOCKHOLM

trudy@ktg.nu

www.buddhism-sbs.se

Stockholm, April 2013.

Message to UN Vesak celebration 2013 in Bangkok

The Buddhist Cooperation Council of Sweden hereby likes to share our felings of happiness
at the occasion of the UN Vesak celebration. It is indeed a case of sharing our deepest
gratefulness towards Shakyamuni Buddha and towards the unbroken line of transmission
of His teaching by the Buddhist masters of all traditions until today.

But we would also like to express a matter of deep concern about the increasing of different
violent actions during the last years. In several countries people are involved in political
actions by for instance self immolations or extreme violence against each other. This is
against the fundamental Buddhist teaching of not harming oneself or other living beings.

Moreover, the labeling of these people by religious belonging will lead to the increasing
misunderstanding that these violent crimes are legalized by religion. All religions proclaim
the fundamental ethics of love and understanding, and each and everyone’s responsibility
for peaceful coexistence in the society.

We share the urgent statement of Vijay Nambiar, The United Nations special adviser of the
secretary-general:

“Religious leaders and other community leaders must also publicly call o their followers to
abjure violence, respect the law and promote peace.”

We call upon all Buddhist leaders, associations and members for increasing our efforts to
strongly propagate the basic Buddhist values of non-violence, and appreciating the precious
opportunity of this life in community with people of various cultural backgrounds.

Sincerely Yours

The Buddhist Cooperation Council of Sweden

Celiod—

Trudy Dechen Fredriksson, Chairwoman
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DHAMMA SOCIETY SWEDEN
Riddargatan 72
SE - 114 57 Stockholm
dhammasociety.sweden@telia.com

10 May 2013
CONGRATULATORY MESSAGE
on the occasion of the
10th ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION
OF THE UNITED NATIONS
DAY OF VESAK

2013/ B.E. 2556

Venerable Sangha Leaders
Dear Friends in the Dhamma

As representative of the Dhamma Society Sweden, we would like to extend our
congratulations to this important celebration - the 10th anniversary of the United
Nations day of Vesak.

The theme for these celebrations — Education and Global Citizenship: A Budddhist
Perspective — is indeed very appropriate in these days of deep stress and tensions in
many parts of this our world.

The main task of the Dhamma Society Sweden is to propagate the word of Buddha to
the Swedish society. We feel it is very important that the wisdom of Buddha be
known in Sweden by more and more people to help and support our society to strive
for a better world.

We wish also to take the opportunity of sending our congratulations and well-wishes

to His Holiness Somdet Phra Nyanasamvara, the Supreme Patriarch of Thailand, in
occasion of his 100th Birthday Anniversary. May the Triple Gem bless His Holiness.

Sincerely yours, in the Dhamma

DHAMMA SOCIETY SWEDEN

Jan Wihlborg
Chancellor
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Message from Professor Pirom Kamolratanakul M.D.

President, Chulalongkorn University, Bangkok

Buddhism teaches the law of cause and effect. The two co-exist, and effect naturally follows
cause.

The causes and effects emphasized in Buddhism are deeds, both good and bad -- and their
results -- performed by individuals in the course of their contact with others and through
their interaction with nature and their environment.

With insight into the cause and effect of our deeds, we can begin to live lives of wisdom
and compassion.

Education is the foundation of life and society.

Education based on Buddhist principles will create world citizens with the wisdom and
compassion needed to live together in harmony and peace.

By contrast, education not grounded in the wisdom of cause and effect will produce people
with no moral compass, people who become ignorant, selfish, greedy citizens, whose way
of life is a threat to peace, security, and sustainable living.

It is my hope that the conference on “Education and Global Citizenship: A Buddhist
Perspective” hosted by Mahachulalongkornrajavidhyalaya University on the occasion of
Visakha Puja Day 2013 will motivate educational institutes around the world to recognize
the urgent need to develop a global citizenry whose wisdom and compassion will maintain
peace in both hemispheres and spare us the suffering caused by ignorance, greed and hatred.
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Rajamangala University of Technology Isan

Vesak Day is the most holy day for the Buddhists all around the world. They
commemorate the Buddha’s birth, enlightenment, and passing away, which usually falls
on the full moon day of the sixth lunar month. This holy day inspires all the Buddhists to
recollect the immeasurable contribution of the Lord Buddha to human beings.

The Buddha is the perfect one who is endowed with the great wisdom, the perfect
purity, and the great compassion. He taught people to lead a good and happy life for
the benefit both in this present and the future existence by following three fundamental
Buddhist principles. They are:-

1. Not to do any evils by observing precepts, by which social order and harmony
can be organized, not allowing each individual to break other’s rights. It starts with five
precepts, then eight precepts, ten precepts and 227 precepts respectively, on the condition
of individual’s readiness.

2. To cultivate good through giving, by which unity and friendship can be firmly
established in human society. Giving can be done with material things as four requites for
life survival, or a kind speech, smiling or even by forgiving. This can lead to cooperation
among all social activities.

3. To purify one’s mind through meditation practice, by which wisdom can
be attained. Such intuitive knowledge will strengthen good deeds and support higher
development.

These Buddhist principles are universal virtues that all mankind, regardless of their
race, nationality, sex of belief, can bring into practice to experience happiness and peace in
their family, community, and their society. This is the way by which the world peace can
come into reality as the United Nations Organization always call for. Thus to study and
practice the Buddhist doctrine can bring everlasting peace to our planet.

On this auspicious occasion of Vesak Day this year, Rajamangala University of
Technology Isan, One of the government institutions which take responsibility to patronize
Buddhism, rejoice in your merit in supporting and joining this gracious ceremony so as to
sustain Buddhist doctrines for all mankind.

Asst.Prof.Dr.Viroj Kimkaisang
President, Rajamangala University of Technology Isan
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Letter from Assistant Professor Dr.Panya Karnpanich
President of Kanchanaburi Rajabhat University

On World Visak Day

| feel honored and very pleased to send you this message about organizing
international activities on World Visak Day, 2556 under the topic of “Education and
Global Citizenship: A Buddhism Perspective”, scheduled to be held on May 21-22, 2556.
In addition to paying gratitude to our Lord Buddha for his immeasurable teachings, these
activities also aim to celebrate the 100" Birthday anniversary of His Holiness Somdet
PhraNyanasamvara, the Supreme Patriarch of Thailand.

Education on Buddhist perspective is a study by following Trisikkha (the Threefold
Training) process, aiming to have ultimate achieving results, based on Atthangiga-maggga
(the Noble Eightfold Path). That is to say, we train ourselves by adapting the Noble
Eigthtfold Path principle, and by so doing, will give rise to mental and wisdom growth. We
will consequently be able to solve problems and end suffering. The three Noble Training
consists of the following principles:

1. Adhisila-sikkha (sila) is a study to train oneself to have right view, right speech
and right livelihood: the results of which will consequently cause one to achieve
higher morality, with good behavior, discipline, and social relationship, thus
reaching the standard of civilized people, and enhancing moral quality.

2. Adhicitta-sikkha (concentration) is a study to train oneself to have right effort,
right mindfulness, and right concentration: the results of which will consequently
cause one to achieve higher mentality, with morality, mental quality, mental
capability, and mental health, hence reaching the standard of civilized people:
the standard of good wisdom development.

3. Adhipanna-sikkha (wisdom) isastudy totrainoneselfto have rightunderstanding,
and right thought: the result of which will consequently cause one toachieve
higher mentality wisdom, reaching the standard of civilized people. One will
lead his/her life with wisdom, good mentality, and intellectual freedom.

As a member of world citizens, regardless raced and religions, on should study and
train oneself by following the threefold training process. One will achieve higher morality,
with good behavior, disciplines, and co-exist peacefully with others in the societies: higher
mentality, with mental quality, mental capability, and morality: and higher mentality
wisdom, with wisdom, freedom, higher mentality, and ultimately is a world citizen with
higher quality.

Finally, may | wish international activities on World Visak Day, 2556 a success,
bringing perpetual peace to the world citizens, may the threefold training be achieved in all
of us so that we can be valuable and meaningful world citizens, and last but not least, may
eternal peace be with all of you.

(Asst. Prof. Panya Karnpanich)
President, Kanchanaburi Rajabhat University
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Message from the President of Chiang Rai College
Visakha Bucha Day 2013
Title

“Education Buddhism and the Peaceful of People in ASEAN
Community”

Thailand initiated the ASEAN Community since 1967 starting with 5 countries
together now they expand to 10 countries. All of them tried to achieve the ultimate goal of
ASEAN Community by completed the rules and regulations in 2015. The main purposes
of ASEAN Community are to maintain and enhance peaceful and wealthy among people in
this area. So they encourage the people to develop their competencies to be the best quality
for ASEAN people and Global citizen which can work well in cross culture working.
It means that they can’t escape from the situation of high competitive advantage among
people. So that the education must take place by educating and preparing the young people
in order to help them realized how to adapt themselves for having high moral responsibility
with skillful working in the 21th century. University can teach students by using Buddhist
principles to prepare them to be good members of ASEAN Community, well-developed
human being, and enrich their wisdom. So everyone have the attitude of the Buddhist life
and world views such as self reliance, continue self development, active and keep trying,
kindness and respect for reason, fairness and share benefit to others and living by walking
the middle way. The young people can work effectiveness in associated with ASEAN
principles for competition with cooperation that are the complete peaceful for everyone.

(Dr. In Chanjarean)

President of Chiang Rai College
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Press Release from the President

Chiang Rai Rajabhat University

On the special occasion of the globally important Buddhist celebration of Wisakha
Phuja Day on May 24™ and the century birthday celebration of the 19" Supreme Patriarch
of Thailand, His Holy Reverence, Somdet Phra Yannasangwon Somdet Phra Sangkharat
Sakol Maha Sangka Parinayok, Chiang Rai Rajabhat University will have the great honor in
participating in the religious and academic activities commemorating these two important
events. This type of event was first organized in 1999 and has been organized ten times.
It is the nature of Buddhists all over the world to behave in accordance to “unity in diversity”
which is the important theme of the seminar entitled; A Study of Global Populations: Views
and Thoughts on Buddhism.

Regarding this seminar, the outcome will reveal that important global lessons
are learned because of Buddhism especial concerning sustainable national development
through the efforts of the cultural societies in the ASEAN community. Important and
timely guidelines for entry into a globalized society and community knowledge will be
products of this event. All of which will certainly benefit developing countries on behalf
of the support and efforts of Chiang Rai Rajabhat University. We would like to praise this
event hoping it brings forth blessings and merit for peace and happiness in society.

Assistant Professor Dr. Thosapol Arreenich

President of Chiang Rai Rajabhat University
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Message
From

The President of Mae Fah Luang University

This in ternational Seminar on, “Education and Global Citizenship: A Buddhism
Perspective” is organized on a very auspicious occasion of the United Nations Day of
Vesak and The Celebration of the 100" Birthday Anniversary of His Holiness Somdet Phra
Nyanasamvara the Supreme Patriarch of Thailand during May 21-22, 2013 in Bangkok.

I believe that it is an excellent occasion to have to opportunity to exchange and
discuss education development and quality of life improvement. Through the rich expertise
and diverse experiences of participants, this international forum should be able to carefully
review the essence of the Lord Buddha’s teachings for relevant and practical actions that
lead to a word of peace and solidarity.

On behalf of Mae Fah Luang University’s administrators, faculty members
and staff, may [ extend our appreciation, congratulations and best wishes to
Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University, the International Association of Buddhist
University and the International Council of United Nations Day of Vesak. I am very certain
that this International Seminar will contribute in no small measure to the building of
a strong sustainable and peaceful world for all.

(Dr.Vanchai Sirichana)

President of Mae Fah Luang University
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Message from King Mongkut’s University of Technology Thonburi
On the Occasion of International Visakha Day of the Year 2013

Friday, the 24™ of May, 2013, the full-moon day of the 6™ lunar month, is the very
important international day known as “Visakha Day”. On that day, all Buddhists around
the world will be simultaneously worshipping the Lord Buddha in order to recall three
highly auspicious corresponding events which are the birth, the enlightenment, and
the death of the Lord Buddha. Our Lord Buddha deeply understood the core causes of
problems and chaos in societies and formulated a set of essential truths which are enshrined
forever as the founding pillars of Buddhism. He outlined the understanding of four noble
truths as the correct way to solve societies’ problems which include (1) dukkha — the
existence of suffering, anxiety, and dissatisfaction which we need to understand in depth;
(2) the origin of dukkha which we need to discover; (3) the cessation of dukkha through
which we trust that all problems can be solved; and (4) the path to the cessation of dukkha
which means living with consciousness leads to the solution to all problems and dukkha.
These truths could help humanity to achieve lasting peace and happiness. The Lord Buddha
kindly led us to this enlightened approach which could be regarded as the best way to solve
problems and eliminate dukkha.

The International Association of Buddhist Universities (IABU) and the International
Council for the Day of Vesak (ICDV) resolved to organize activities on the International
Visakha Day of the Year 2013 under the topic “Education and Global Citizenship:
A Buddhist Perspective” at the United Nations Conference Centre in Bangkok between
the 21% and 23" of May, 2013. This aims to be aligned with ‘The Celebration of the 100™
Birthday Anniversary of His Holiness Somdet Phra Nyanasamvara the Supreme Patriarch
of Thailand 3™ October, 2013°. There are many activities scheduled on these days,
e.g. delivering speeches; reading speeches from eminent persons and Buddhist leaders;
international academic seminars; attending conferences by Buddhist leaders, academic
scholars, and eminent persons; the announcement of Bangkok Declaration; the ceremony
of Dharma Yatra and circling a temple with lighted candles, incense, and flowers; prayers
and meditation in particular for a salute to the 100" Birthday Anniversary of His Holiness
Somdet Phra Nyanasamvara the Supreme Patriarch of Thailand, etc. All of these activities
enhancing knowledge and understanding between Buddhist communities and organizations
at both national and international levels could lead to the application of Buddhist dharma
for the sake of mankind. In addition, this is a good opportunity to announce the principles
of Buddhism, which is the important civilization of the world, through academic activities,
religious ceremonies, and community life, to the global stage.
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On behalf of King Mongkut’s University of Technology Thonburi, I would like to
express appreciation to see the continuous and sustainable development of these activities,
and sincerely hope that all of the activities organized in the program of the 10" International
Visakha Day of the Year 2013 could enhance better knowledge and understanding of
the Dharma of the Lord Buddha which induces Buddhists around the world to live their lives
according to moral conduct, meditation and wisdom, to have good behavior, to practice the
principles of Buddhism physically, verbally and mentally, and to refrain from injuring each
other. All of these would bring peace and happiness to all mankind forever.

(Assoc. Prof. Dr. Sakarindr Bhumiratana)
President of King Mongkut’s University

of Technology Thonburi
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Vasakha Puja Day

Vasakha Puja day is on the full moon day of May (the sixth lunar month). This
day marks the three important events, occurred in the Buddha’s life known as His Birth,
His Enlightenment, and His Passing away (Parinibbana). These three events took place
on the same day and month, but difference in year. Therefore, Vasakha Puja is very
important religious holiday for all Buddhists. As known, Buddhism is one of the oldest
religions; thereupon, United Nations organization (UN) also acknowledges Vasaka Puja
as an international significant day. Thailand is recognized as the heart of Buddhism from
the world and Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University continuously arranges and
supports several Buddhism activities for propagating the teaching of Buddha to the world.

On behalf of a Thai Buddhist, I would prefer to congratulate
Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University for gaining trustworthiness from Buddhism
around the world to be a host of Vasaka Puja activities. I hope that all Thai Buddhism
would conjoin to practice and preserve “the doctrine of Buddha”. At the end, I would also
welcome to all Buddhism around the world to participate the Vasaka Puja activities at
Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University.

Prof. Dr. Tawil Paungma
President
King Mongkut’s Institute of Technology Ladkrabang
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Message on the World Visakha Puja Day 2013

The Buddhism was born in the world 2,600 years ago beginning from the year of
the enlightenment of the Lord Buddha, the great teacher, who preached the doctrine of noble
truth, who was the light to illuminate the humanity. One of the principles of Buddhism is
the doctrine of Trisikkha which consists of morality, concentration and wisdom, which is
the tool to develop the humanity to elevate to the nobility and piece finally.

On anniversary of the Visakha day, which was the day of the birth, enlightenment
and passing away of the Lord Buddha, which came on 2013, on the behalf of Buriram
Rajabhat University I am thankful to and congratulate the international activity organizing
committee for the meritorious actions on the world Visakha day and on celebration of
the anniversary of hundred year of the supreme patriarch of Thailand. I pray for the doctrine
of the lord of Buddha to establish firmly in this world.

(Associate Professor Malinee Chutopama)
President of Buriram Rajabhat University
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Message from the President of Rajamangala University
of Technology Suvarnabhumi

fhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhdk

Congratulations on the great occasion of the 10™ Vesak Day 2013. This year Thailand is
honored and very keen to host in order to celebrate the world international most significant
day, many international activities respond to the theme of the event entitled “Education
and Global Citizenship: A Buddhist Perspectives” as well as “The Celebration of the 100™
Birthday Anniversary of His Holiness Somdet Phra Nyanasarmvaro the Supreme Patriarch
of Thailand 3™ October 2013” to be held during 21-22 May 2013 at the United Nations
Conference Center Bangkok and at National Office of Buddhism, Bhuddamonthon Nakorn
Pathom Province.

It is always true that all Buddhists firmly believe and deeply admire the Lord of
Buddha, the enlightened one, and his Dharma or the doctrine known among peoples All
Buddhists take the Buddha and Dharma upon themselves and apply the concept to living
via socialization and education process in both the World of Dharma and World of Being.
In consequence, this world will be full of peace and happiness. Hence, that the 10 Vesak
Day celebration is conducted with the theme on “Education and Global Citizenship:
A Buddhist Perspective” can be said so highly appropriate for all participants from different
parts of the world. They are having a good opportunity to share how they will apply
the absolute truth to management of education to global citizens; as a result, all will enjoy
happiness.

Wish the holding of Vesak Day 2013 success, and this will lead wholesome action
and good deed among all forever.

(Assistant Professor Chariya Hasitpanitkun)
President of Rajamangala University of Technology Suvarnabhumi
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Speech on the World Visaha Puja Day of the Year 2013

“For plant growth, the soil must be well aerated. For healthy diet,
the food must be properly prepared. For progress, the public must be
the primary target. For human betterment, their mind must be
concentrated. “We,” not “others,” must be pioneers
of self-development.”

Social development in any society must embrace both tangible objects alongside
good mind of its inhabitants. Whenever a society develops both parts in an unbalanced
manner, especially in the circumstances when materialism overcomes mentality, people
are accordingly faced with major setbacks and ongoing crises. This unpleasant situation
calls for citizen development for sustainability all over the world. With an emphasis on
the public mindset according to Buddhism, a practice method to eliminate suffering,
member in a society should fully abide by brahmavihara 4 and live their life rooted in
the majjhima-patipata, for example.

This year (2013), the anniversary of Vesakha Puja Day-the full moon of the sixth
lunar month falls on May 24. Vesakha Puja Day is recognized as one of the most important
international days as it celebrates the three most significant episodes of the Buddha’s life
comprising birth, enlightenment, and nibbana. The Day has been also fully recognized by
the United Nations as the “World Heritage Day” since 1999 onwards. Today’s celebrations
are thus a golden opportunity for all followers of Buddhism worldwide to recollect
the teaching of Lord Buddha, who is filled with omniscience, awakening from sin, and
compassion for dharma. The Buddha attained the Full Enlightenment- the unrivaled
dharma which encompasses the ultimate truth and universal principles. Such percepts can
be timelessly integrated into any society. All of the Buddha’s teaching are effective tools
used in purifying and improving one’s mind. They are true guidelines in developing one’s
life, there by leading to genuine happiness, peace, and stability for all global villagers in
a sustainable manner.

It is therefore a real pleasure that many countries around the world possess stable
Buddhist institutions. Particularly, Thailand is selected the focal point of the world
Buddhism and all Buddhist institutions. Around the world, Buddhists study principles of
dharma both in domains of Buddhist scriptures and practices. Such dharmatic preaching
and learning activities have been conducted in spiritually strong and constant manners
from the past up to the present. Dharma teachings have also played significant roles as
institutions which influence the way of life as well as contributing physical and mental
development. Buddhist institutions bring about peace to the world, thereby turning out to
be key variables which are important mechanisms in developing and driving a society to
become a truly quality one.
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Message from the President of Chaopraya University

It is with the greatest honor for all Buddhists in Thailand that the Organization of
International Buddhism has appointed Mahachulalongkorn Rachaviyalai University to be
the co-host with the Association of International Buddhism Universities and the Association
of World’s Visakha Pucha Day in celebrating the 2013 World’s Visakha Pucha Day.
To do so, the academic conference on “Education and the World’s Citizen: the Buddhism
Aspect,” will be held not only to pay respect to the Lord Buddha, but also to celebrate
100" birth anniversary of His Holiness Somdej Phrayannasangworn, the supreme patriarch
of Thailand.

On behalf of all administrators, lectures and students at Chaopraya University,
we are delighted to celebrate such a significant event, which aims to have all Buddhists
worldwide living harmoniously and peacefully according to the ways of Buddhism.

(Dr. Jin Vibhatakalasa)
President of Chaopraya University
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Greeting
from
Payap University

Assoc. Prof. Dr. Penpilai Rithakananone, Interim President

Greeting from Payap University in Chiang Mai on the occasion of the tenth
observation of international Visakabucha Day, and greeting to all participants in the
international activities you are undertaking with the theme “Education for Global
Citizenship: Buddhist Perspectives.”

Since Payap University is an institute of the Foundation of the Church of Christ in
Thailand, it seems appropriate that we express a Christian perspective on your theme.

Specifically, we agree that a person is not adequately educated who is only
equipped with vocation skills. A second level of education involves wisdom about
the human condition, both human existence and co-existence, including all aspects of
culture. An integral aspect of this holistic perspective is certainly religious. Furthermore,
it is a responsibility of the educational sector not only to learn from the religious sector
but also to contribute to the development of religious leaders and to the refinement and
enhancement of theological concepts in a contemporary context. Therefore, education for
citizenship in the modern world should include information about all major faith systems,
and should advocate respect for the profound insights and dignity of religious diversity.

Sadly, we must recognize the fact that this very perspective is more urgently needed
than ever. It appears that religious division, suspicion, intolerance, recrimination and blame
are on the rise around the world. Therefore, Payap University is glad to join in support of
comprehensive and holistic education for global citizenship.

Best wishes from your Christian, Buddhist and Islamic colleagues at Payap
University.
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Education and the Population of the World

Education promotes knowledge and helps to develop themselves to be qualified
citizens and possess conscientiousness of being good human beings, adapt themselves to
embrace the modern technology, provides eagerness of taking advantage of knowledge
for reaching efficacy in accordance with present situation. Additionally, education lead
to the development of the learners’ own capability, Intellectual development, alertness
and awareness of learners’ differences, such as, language, culture and tradition which are
unique and deserve to be preserve and keep as the society’s treasure.

Hence, the curricula should provide opportunity for teachers to instruct students to
develop their well-being and provide activities which help them develop their intelligence,
ability of thinking systematically and professional efficacy. As a result, the students,
perception of society is different regardless of culture, tradition, and environment.
The exchange of knowledge will lead to new modern set of knowledge. Hence, teacher
should teach students to think and do well, have the ability to analyze and synthesize
the problems confronted. Students should be taught to develop creative thinking skills, and
be ready to show their leadership. Most importantly, the students should have the insight
ability of adjusting the situation with conscience and public service mind, ready to help
the human-being in the world.

In every respect, it has always seen that importance of education results in here,
so the teachers must integrate the instruction with conformity of behavior, and ready
to teach the students to have the academic and professional knowledge with skills of
sufficiency and take into consideration what they have gained in ethical behavior such
as being beautiful, and good-hearted to help the society when crises occur. All success
depends on the awareness of duty and their performance to teach the students to have
consciousness of responsibility with mercy in accordance to the teachings of “Buddhism”.
Indeed, it’s education and population of the World in the Aspect of Buddhism™.

Asst.Prof.Dr. Bangorn Bejathikul
President of Bangkokthonburi University

147



Visakha Bucha Day

Visaha Bucha Day is a holy day for all Buddhists worldwide. It is the day of Lord
Buddha’s birth, enlightenment and death. The importance of the day is that the Lord
Buddha had revealed his leadership as the world Lord by proclaiming of Buddhism.
We, all Buddhists, therefore called him the “Great Lord”. He had enlightened that
the world problems were all caused by all individuals proceeding their lives aimlessly and
incorrectly. He therefore, proclaims the importance principle to solve those problems, called
the 4 Noble Truths namely the suffering, the causes of suffering, the cessation of suffering
and the cessation path. The procedures start from clear understanding of the problems,
leading to searching of real causes or factors creating said problems, then believing that
all problems can be solved with intelligence and finally studying the problem solving path
thoroughly.

Enlightening the correct problem solving guidelines, the Lord devoted himself
helping mankind solving their problems. The Lord, posthumously, kindly concerned the
mankind, so he had laid out the principles called “The Buddhist Principle” as the world
greatest tool for problem solving. The United Nations, in recognizing the noble Buddhist
problem solving guidelines as the best thte greates ones, proclaimed the Visakha Bucha
Day as the World International Holy Day. In addition, worldwide Buddhist leaders had
consented that Thailand becoming the World Center of Buddhist. This makes Thais,
especially the Buddhist ones, thoroughly being proud.

Visakha Bucha Day is a holy remembrance to use the Buddhist Principle for our
righteous conducts. It starts from preparing our hearts not to forget to understand what
the Buddhism is, in order to perform various merits. It includes remembering, reviewing,
understanding and studying the Buddhism, by cration of knowledge and understanding,
and by persuading ourselves to perform the right acts which would be merit to ourselves,
others and society as a whole.

For this 2013 Visakha Bucha Day, as the President of Bansomdejchaopraya
Rajabhat University, I am so pleased and hope that all Thai Buddhists would help each
other in keeping the image of our country as the World Buddhism Center by practicing
correctly and rightly according the Buddhist Principle of the Great Noble Lord Buddha
and by following His Majesty the King’s steps since he is always the Buddhist followers of
the People of Thailand

(Associate Profesor Dr.Ponlasit Noochoochai)
President
Bansomdejchaopraya Rajabhat University
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Message

The President of Suan Dusit Rajabhat University

To commemorate the auspicious occasion of World Vesak Day, a UNESCO World
Heritage Day, the Committee of International Association of Buddhist Universities and
the Committee of the International Council of the United Nations Day of Vesak will
cooperatively host a seminar entitled “Education for Global Citizenship: Buddhist
Perspectives.” on 21-22 May 2013. This seminar is also to celebrate the 100™ anniversary of
the birthday of His Holiness Somdet Phra Nyaasamvara, the supreme patriarch of Thailand
(Suvaddhana Mahathera).

On World Vesak Day, all Buddhist throughout the world should gather together to
worship and recollect the teachings of Lord Buddha, which focus on compassion, mercy,
and tolerance. Education and global citizenship, according to the perspective of Lord
Buddha, should be wide and far. Using rationality prior to acting - or not acting- in a way
that might negatively affect others will lead to a society of unity, compassion, generosity,
and goodwill, which is the utmost desire of all human beings.

It is a pleasure and an honor for Suan Dusit Rajabhat University to participate in
this event. We hope to help enrich the perfection of Buddhists, in order to create a society
which prospers with integrity for all mankind.

Assocoate Professor Dr. Sirote Pholpuntin
The Acting President
Suan Dusit Rajabhat University
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Visakha Bucha Day is one of the most important days for Buddhists all over
the world, as it marks three important incidences in the life of the Lord Buddha: the birth,
the enlightenment and the passing away, miraculously fall on the same month and date,
the Vesak full-moon day.

Buddhists throughout the world proclaim Visakha Bucha day as an international
day and, according to a consensus of the United Nations General Assembly, Visakha
Bucha Day was declared as a world heritage day. Each year, Buddhists worldwide gather
to perform worship to recollect the wisdom, purity and compassion o the Lord Buddha for
all humanity.

The International Association of Buddhist Universities (IABU) and the International
Council of the Day of Vesak (ICDV), in an effort to expand Buddhism, are organizing
a ceremony of World’s Visakha Bucha Day in 2013. In this regard, Hatyai University feels
honored to participate in this ritual.

I send this message to express rejoice in your good merit and to everyone who is
involved, and to appreciate the compassion, wisdom and purity of Lord Buddha, who is
the lamp enlightening the Dhamma for the world on this Visakha Bucha Day.

Dr. Wittawat Didyasarin Sattayarak
President
Hatyai University
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The President of Rajamangala
University of Technology Krungthep’s Message
Dr. Sathit Puttachaiyong

Vesakah Puja Day is an important day for all the Buddhists in the world who
agree about its importance and arrange the auspicious activities to commemorate the Lord
Buddha’s birth, enlightenment and nirvana. On this occasion, the International Association
of Buddhist Universities (IABU) and the International Council for Days of Vesak (ICDV)
have been approved to hold “The 10" International Celebration on the Occasion of United
Nations Day of Vesak 2013 and an international seminar entitled “Education and Global
Citizenship: A Buddhist Perspective” from May 21 to 22, 2013 at the United Nation
Conference Center, Bangkok.

Since over 90% of students of Rajamangala University of Technology Krungthep
are Buddhists, the university would like to give a warm welcome to the worldwide
academic and religious leaders. This is a great opportunity which generates cooperation
among Buddhists and worldwide Buddhist organizations. Also, this would provide them
with an opportunity to apply Dhamma to social and economic development and to give
the declaration of Buddhism principles as world significant civilization to world forum
through academic activities, religious ceremonies and community way of life.

Furthermore, the ceremony is held to celebrate 100" Birthday Anniversary of
His Holiness Somdet Phra Nyanasamvara, the Supreme Patriarch of Thailand.
As a Buddhist community, the university would like to rejoice with the merit to
His Holiness Somdet Phra Nyanasamvara to be healthy and to be eternally a spiritual
center of the kingdom of Thailand’s Buddhists’ hearts.
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Message
The United Nations Day of Vesak Celebration

Vesak Day is the most significant day for Buddhists. The day commemorates
the birth, enlightenment and nirvana of the Buddha. Buddhists need to apply the Buddha’s
Teachings to their lives. They need to follow The Noble Eightfold Path . According to
the Buddha’s Teachings, The Noble Eightfold Path leads to the cessation of all sufferings.
The Noble Eightfold Path, namely, right view, right thought, right speech, right action,
right livelihood, right effort, right mindfulness, and right concentration is the essential
principle for human being development.

On the occasion of the United Nations Day of Vesak 2013, Krirk University would
like to be reminded of the virtue of the Lord Buddha.

Miss Naphat Mangalabruks
President, Krirk University
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Letter
Visakha Bucha Day 2013

Visakha Bucha Day is one of the most important days in Buddhism as it was
a coincident day of the Lord Buddha’s birth, enlightenment and death. This day, therefore,
is important to Buddhists all over the world. His dharma principles can help Buddhists live
their lives with consciousness and carefulness that will eventually bring peace to them.

The celebration of world’s Visakha Bucha Day demonstrates determination, faith,
and cooperation of all Buddhists around the world. They cooperate to do this activity in
order to preach Buddhist principles. On this occasion, Thai Buddhists will also celebrate
the 100" birthday anniversary to His Holiness Somdet Phra Nyanasamvara, the Supreme
Patriarch of Thailand, becoming the longest living Supreme Patriarch in the Thai history.

I would like to take this opportunity to wish every Buddhist all the best and fully
hope that this celebration will be successful in order to bring enlightenment to all mankind
eternally.

(Associate Professor Sauwanee Thairungroj, Ph.D.)

President
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A Speech in the Crucially Universal Day of Vesak
The President of Chaiyaphum Rajabhat University

Visakhabucha Day is a very important day for the Buddhists, known as the day of
the Royal Bhuddha’s birth, obtaining truths and death. The Buddhists throughout the
world have especially acted for the gratitude memorials of the royal Buddha who achieved
the Dhamma truths as the lights shoned for the mankind’s ways of life.

As the United nations regulated the Visakhbucha Day to be the crucially universal
Day, this indicated the importance for the Buddhists all over the world because the Dhamma
principles in the Buddhism religious can be universal without the separation of the original
tribes, races and religious and constantly modernized that capable to apply for the well-
developed human socities.

Consequently, the arrangement of the Visakhabucha day as a crucially universal
day of the world in this 2013 Year, can indicate to the Buddhists’ actual intentions and
strong beliefs towards the Royal Buddha with the exceeding gradtitudes for the world
communities, and can also express the peace following to the peaching-guideling principles
of the Royal Buddha. In this occasion, I would like to specially express my good hopes for
your goodness of lives, beliefs and mind-goodness to convey this crucial activity. Finally,
I extremely hope that the goodness can be the shining lights for the widely intellectual lives
in overall directions forever.

(Assist.Prof. Pongsapat Monpaewongsanon)

President of Chaiyaphum Rajabhat University
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We do not know the actual numbers of the monk in the period of Buddha while he
were establishing and spreading this Enlightenment thought his Dhamma. However, we do
know that the Visakha Bucha Day is valued the most important day of the Buddhists because
of the three important incidents of Buddhism coming together. There are the Buddha’s
birthday, his Enlightenment and his passing away in the same date of the full moon day.
In addition, the 1,250 monks come together to perform worship this significance that day.
Visakha Bucha Day also prove the prosperity, the beliefs, and the spread of Buddhism

The world Visakha Bucha Day gathers the world monks and proves the significance
of the Dhamma again. Thailand is honored as the host to hold the World Visakha Bucha
Day as the country that Buddhism grow more prosperously. To be the host also proves
the economic, political, and social stability and security of Thailand, it also gathers
the world monks to stay together as the eternity of the Buddha’s followers that will stay
over the world teaching the Buddha’s Enlightenment.

Most importantly, the World Visakha Bucha Day causes the world to realize
the living with “Middle path” which means not too much and not too little. That will be
result in the true happiness of all Buddhists living peacefully together with people of other
different regions.

Professor Sint Punpinij, Ph.D

Rajamangala University of Technology Tawan-ok
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Message Commemorating World Vesak Day of 2013
Dr. Pornchai Mongkonvanit
President, Siam University

On the auspicious occasion of the celebration of the 100" Birthday Anniversary
of His Holiness Somdet Phra Nyanasamwara the Supreme Patriach of Thailand and
commemorating World Vesak Day 2013, I wish to convey the best blessing to all of us
the disciples, followers of the Lord of Buddha on behalf of Siam University.

On behalf of the faculty and students of Siam University, I would like to express my
sincere appreciation and congratulation to Maha Chulalongkorn Rajavidyalaya University
in collaboration with the International Association of Buddhist Universities (IABU) and
the International Council of the UNITED NATIONS Day of Vesak (ICUNDV) to organize
an intenational conference tilled “Educational and Global Citizenship : A Buddhist
Perspective”.

The ultimate goal of Buddhism is the congest of the miseries of existence.
According to the teaching of the Buddha the first and foremost broth about life is
the reality of satisfactoriness. The core teachings of Buddhism are actually relevant to
all social and individual problems and us peaceful means to overcome those problems
leading to all mankind live together in peace and the individual to be at peace with himself.
The core teaching also fosters a sense of compassion, tolerance and respect toward other
living beings. The moral conduct will lead to refrain from exploitation both of others and
of one’s self and mutual respect.

Since the right attitude in Buddhism is closely connected with understanding
and knowledge which is founded on wisdom this conference will provide and exchange
adeeper look to see what outlook the religion has on man and the world and how it functions.

I trust that this conference will provide a meaningful platform to exchange ideas
and knowledge theoretically, practically and instrumentally contributing to the peace
and happiness of humanity. Therefore, as the leader of Siam University, a Wisdom based
institution of higher learning, I pledge my full support with everyone of you in this
meaningful endeavor toward the real peace and happiness of individuals, societies, regions
and the world regardless of races, nationalities and personal belief in making the world
a better place to live for everyone.

(Pornchai Mongkhonvanit)
President, Siam University
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Message from DrArthit Qurairat
President of Rangsit University
In Celebrating the United Nations’ Day of Vesak 2013
Entitled, “Education and Global Citizenship: A Buddhist Perspective”

On behalf of Rangsit University, I would like to convey my appreciation and
felicitation for the goodwill of the IABU and ICDV in jointly celebrating the United
Nations’ Day of Vesak 2013 under the them which is of great importance and responsive
to the changes of the global society today namely” Education and Global Citizenship:
A Buddhist Perspective. This event is also meant for celebrating the forthcoming 100™
Birthday Anniversary of His Holiness Somdet Phra Nyanasamvara, the Supreme Patriarch
of Thailand, on 3th October, 2013.

To date, it is widely recognized that the rapid changes in economy, society and
environment of our world essentially derive from extremely complex underlying causes
and thus are difficult to tackle by any country or region. We human beings could not avoid
the destined fate and must be conscious of the duty as good citizenships of the world in our
thrive for, “A Shared future”. Even in the religious realm, all must join in the process of
teaching and preaching. I have full confidence that the resolves of this meeting will throw
light on important measures and tangible plan of actions to e undertaken in due course.

I hereby extend my best wishes to full success of the Vesak 2013.

Dr. Arthit OQurairat

President of Rangsit University
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Visakha Puja International Day Message
By
Pranee Vongchavalitkul
President, Vongchavalitkul University

President, Nakhon Ratchasima Buddhist Assembly for National security

Buddhism has become the national religion because it entered into Thai society
and exits with it for ling time since the prior to Sukhothai Period upto the present time.
Buddhism has accepted not only by Thai people but also by people around the world. It is
reasonable that Buddhism is both religion in that it gives rise to belief leading to practice
and happiness, and philosophy in that it teaches all the people requiring knowledge for
salvation. It is also scientific because its teaching can be approved according to scientific
method.

According to Buddhism, at the time of his awakening he realized complete insight
into the cause of suffering, and the steps necessary to eliminate it. These discoveries became
known as the Four Noble Truths, which are at the heart of Buddhist teaching. Through
mastery of these truths, a state of supreme liberation, or Nirvana, is believed to be possible
for any being. The Buddha described Nirvana as the perfect peace of a mind that’s free
from ignorance, greed, hatred and other afflictive states, or defilements (kilesas). Nirvana
is also regarded as the end of the world, in that no personal identity or boundaries of the
mind remain.

On the auspicious day of Vesakha Puja or the year of the Lord Buddha’s being
borne, enlightenment, and passing away, then administrators, academic and non-academic
staff including all the students of Vongchavalitkul University devote to the Lord Buddha’s
teaching by practicing the five precepts, and may the Buddhism exist in the world and in
Thailand forever.
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Mahidol University
Wisdom of the Land
United Nations Day of Vesak 2013
Message from the President of Mahidol University

The theme of this 10" annual International Day of Vesak Celebration “Education
and the world’s Citizen: A Buddhism Perspective” allows us to discuss education and
contemplate what is a well-educated person from a Buddhist perspective. It also allows us
to explore how a well-educated Buddhist can serve as a model of a global citizen.

Mabhidol University’s student body predominately practices Theravada Buddhism,
thus Mahidol University’s student are guided by both the teachings of Lord Buddha,
as reflected in the Theravada tradition, and the secularized academic education system.
Mabhidol University aims to produce graduates who are compassionate and caring for
others, without forsaking their own personal wellbeing, and who learn the skills needed to
succeed in their fields and professions.

A Buddhist and quality academic education id the means for affecting beneficial
self-transformation in students in an increasing globalized world. As such, students must
learn the fundamentals of dhamma and practice basic the Buddhist principles of ethical
behavior. These include respect for life, one’s family and possessions, the truth, and clear
mindedness. Academically, Buddhist universities and those with a predominately Buddhist
student body must raise their academic standards to the international level. Meanwhile,
Buddhist students must make adjustments to this international standard of study and
research with integrity and rigor.

Well educated Buddhists will then be able to negotiate the challenges of a globalized
world, respect the beliefs of others, secure a comfortable and sustainable livelihood, aid
in the betterment of society while at the same time not compromising their Buddhist
principles.

Mahidol University is committed to producing such model Global Citizens.

Professor Rajata Rajatanavin, M.D.

President
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International Recognition of the Day of Visak 2013

Visakha Puja Day is known as the great important Memorial Day for people
especially for Buddhists. Visakha Buja Day marks the three significant events, occurred in
the Buddha’s life, namely His Birth, His Enlightenment, and His Passing away. As a matter
of fact, it makes us realize the Buddha’s preaching mentioned as the glorious candlelight
sparkling for mankind to lead their lives. The great reality or the way of problem solving
that brings teachable people to their goal, the end of suffering, which is called The Four
Noble Truths.

As we are Thai Buddhists, we realize the great importance of Vasakha Buja Day,
and the United Nations Organization also recognizes the significance of the Buddha’s
preaching which brings universal peace to mankind; therefore, the UN proclaimed Visakha
Buja Day to be the International Day.

Besides, the leaders of Buddhists from all over the world unanimously agreed to have
Thailand as the world Buddhism Center. Owing to this, Thailand eventually has important
role on the International Visakha Buja Celebration organizing, and that for celebrating
the 100" birthday anniversary of Somdet Phra Nyanasamvara Somdet Phra Sangharaja
(Charoen Suvaddhano), the Supreme Patriarch of Thailand. The committee of International
Association of Buddhist Universities (IABU) and International Council for Day of Vesak
(ICDV) have carried out the commitment to have the Anniversary celebration of United
Nations Day of Vesak 2013, on the topic “Education and Global Citizenship: A Buddhism
Perspective” Therefore, it is greatly auspicious for Thai people and Buddhists all over
the world to participate and celebrate to this event.

On behalf of the Nakhon Sawan Rajabhat University, we are very grateful and
highly appreciate to charitable spirit on organizing this activity and hope that such activity
would be one way to preserve Buddhism; moreover, it would be one approach to propagate
the Buddha’s teaching to the world.

(Asst. Prof. Dr. Banyat Chamnankit)
President

Nakhon Sawan Rajabhat University
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Message from President of Rajabhat Maha Sarakham University,
Thailand

Rajabhat Maha Sarakham Unjversity joins global citizens of Buddhism on the
Occasion of the 10" International Celebration of United Nations Day of Visak 2013 and
the 100th Birthday Anniversary of His Holiness Somdet Phra Nyanasamvara, the Supreme
Patriarch of Thailand.

Visakha Bucha or Visak Bochea is the holiest day of Buddhist Festivals, the
celebration of the Birth and Enlightenment of Buddha, as well as commemoration of his
Death. His enlightenment of the Four Noble Truths has shed light on Buddhist citizens
all over the world and has generated peace and wisdom, elevating our spirits and leading
us through the Middle Way of Living. Buddha’s Teachings have been disseminated to all
the regions, helping practitioners throughout the globe with enlightening strategies to solve
their problems, corresponding to principles of the scientific way of thinking.

His Holiness Somdet Phra Nyanasamvara, the Supreme Patriarch of Thailand, has
devoted his life to Buddhist practices and preaching, disseminating the Teachings of
Lord Buddha across geographical and religious borders to guide global citizens with the
Buddhist Educational Principles: Sila (the tool for controlling our behaviors), Samadhi(the
tool for controlling our minds), and Panna or wisdom (the tool for solving problems).

The Dedication and endeavor of His Holiness the Supreme Patriarch toward
generating world peace through Buddha’s Teachings and his own intellectual strength has
been recognized by Buddhists in Thailand and abroad, and the teachings of His Holiness
will always be a significant part of world peace development. This deserves to be eternally
cherished.

Associate Professor Somchai Wongkasem
President

Rajabhat Maha Sarakham University
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Congratulation Message
On Visakha Bucha Day, a World Intemational Day for B.E. 25556
Chulakasem Chinnapha, M.D.; The Rector of St. John’s University

As the IABU and the ICDV have organized the World Visakha Bucha Day for
B.E. 2556 under the topic “Education and Global Citizenship: A Buddhist Perspective”
to celebrate the 100ft Birthday Anniversary of His Holiness Somdet Phra Nyanasamvara
the Supreme Patriarch of Thailand.

Since the seemingly unstoppable development of technology has resulted in changes
for a variety of dimensions; the world has become globalized. The good “fusion” of Thai
citizens is bound to relate to being the good citizens of the World Society. Buddhism is
a religion that stresses kindness, a Buddhist proverb says: “Kindness props up the World”.
If all human beings believe and practice in the way of kindness, always show respect to
the social moons, legal system and interactional agreements, be caring and sympathetic;
all conflicts would be solved and everyone could live equitably as a good citizen of
the World Society in a sustainable peace.

On this important occasion of Visakha Bucha Day, a World International Day, may
Iittee of the World Visakha Bucha Day for 8.8.2556 very success.

Chulakasem Chinnapha, M.D.
April 19, 2013
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Education and Global Citizenship: A Buddhist Perspective

It is obvious that in the Era of Globalization, the vision of ‘Education’ has changed
according to the change of the world. Education aims at developing human resource rather
than developing human beings themselves. This vision has turned education to be as a tool
for producing well-educated manpower capable of living up to the challenges of an ever-
changing world or in other word, education is for increasing products in response to social
need. Today each country needs to develop its own economic prosperity and the need to be
able to compete with other countries in the world arena.

In addition, the tremendous advancement in telecommunications, computer
technology and information technology have affected human civilization greatly.
The world has become borderless. Human beings contact, communicate and move to visit
one another more speedily, conveniently, and seamlessly. More people work internationally
all over the world. Many countries are allied and become one regional community, citizens
of each country in the community can move to work in another member country according
to the agreement of recognition they have made for the community.

With the globalization movement thus comes the notion of ‘Global Citizens’.
Therefore, the urgent need of different races of people living and working together
is ‘Peace’. The case, then inevitably necessitates the different view of education. In a
Buddhist Perspective, a good ‘World Citizen’ must not only be a man of highest standards
in academic ability, but he must also be equipped with the quality of being absolute integrity
or with the highest moral standards. According to Buddhism, education should be a tool
to help develop a man in all aspects to make him a whole ‘Global Citizen’. He needs to
develop his body to be healthy with hygienic conditions. Simultaneously, a good ‘Global
Citizen’ should develop his own mind by practicing being conscious and lead his life with
consciousness. Consciousness helps a good ‘Global Citizen’ making decision and solving
problems more effectively. In addition, a good ‘Global Citizen’ must develop his conduct
by having high standards of morality and ethics as ground rules of life. A man whose life
is based a Buddhist five precepts certainly does not trouble, hurt or destroy other people
but loves and cares. According to Buddhism, a good ‘Global Citizen’ must learn ‘Three
Common Features’ of the world; uncertainty of all things, all things cause suffering and
nothingness of all things.

People who learn and understand those three common characteristics of the world
are considered to learn reality of human life, thus they live well with other people. People
should have more sympathy for one another; they should respect one another for their
good traits and help one another in their difficulties. Lastly, people of the world must
develop intelligence and their wisdom with high thinking order and contemplative thinking
skill. They learn and understand things by being able to analyze, synthesize and research.
They know the law of cause and effect and they understand that they must be repaid with
the same deed they have done.
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According to a Buddhist perspective, education today must emphasize more on
general education which creates human beings to be of highest virtue. In this world of fierce
economic competition, where people race to obtain power and benefit in term of material
and quantity and the rise of morality crisis, it is vital that we have education for peace;
education to create peace makers. Our world needs pristine and beautiful environment
which is full of ‘Good, Intelligent and Happy Global Citizens’ and the slogan of education.

Director of Southeast Asia University
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The Maha Pucha Visakh Day—A Significant Religious Day of the World

Thai Buddhists and Buddhists all over the world hopefully and joyfully look forward
to celebrating the Maha Pucha Visakh Day because it is a meaningful day for Buddhist
expression. It is the day to commemorate the date of birth, the date of enlightenment and
the date of death of Lord Buddha. Annually, the day falls on the full moon day of the 6™
lunar month or “Visakh month”.

The obvious reason why Thais and others all over the world worship Lord Buddha
is that they appreciate the virtues and omniscience of Buddha, who is the Greatest Teacher
for all human beings. His benevolence, kindness and purity of the spirit showered onto
the world have helped the world to be in peace and the peoples to live peacefully until now.

Certainly, some Buddhists were lucky enough to visit three important holy sites:
Lumbini (now located in Nepal), Bodh Gaya, Kushinagar and Pa I-sipattana Marue
Kathayawan at Sarnath, the place where Lord Buddha delivered his first preaching after
his enlightenment. It is generally believed that being present at these four holy sites in
Buddhism is an auspicious act, especially when one pays homage to the places in person.
Other Buddhists had a great opportunity to visit Chetawan Maha Viharn, Khao Khit Chakut
and other places related to the life of Lord Buddha. Buddhists should make an effort to visit
these places to make merits, so that they will enjoy life with luck and prosperity.

However, even when such an opportunity does not exist, if one abstains from evil
acts, performs good deeds and keeps a virtuous mind, it means that the person has already
paid respect to and demonstrated an act of deep worship of Lord Buddha.

Dr. Keerath Sanguansai
President of Walailak University
1 May 2013
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Message from the President of

Ramkhamhaeng University

Ramkhamhaeng University would like to extend congratulation to all of
those involved in the 10™ conference to be held on the occasion of the United Nations
Day of Vesak (UNDV) for 2013. This year’s conference is once again take place at
the United Nations Conference Center, Bangkok Metropolis under the auspices of
Mahachulalongkornrachaviyalai University, the International Association of Buddhist
Universities (IABU) and the International Council for the United Nations Day of Vasak
(UNDV).

To be held on the twenty-first and twenty-second of May, this year’s conference
has as its main theme “Education and the world’s Citizen: A Buddhism Perspective.”
Moreover, upon this occasion we are especially privilege in view of the fact that
the conference auspiciously and memorably allows the concomitant celebration of the one
hundredth anniversary of the birth of His Holiness Somdet Phra Yannasangwan Somdet
Phra Sangkharat (Charoen Suwatthano), the incumbent Supreme Patriarch of the Kingdom
of Thailand.

This year’s conference brings together a large number of academic and religious
leaders from many countries throughout the world. The attendance will number
approximately 1,500 monks and other academic and religious leaders from 85 countries. We
shall be afforded on this auspicious occasion the precious opportunity to foster corporation
among Buddhist communities and organizations at both the national and international
levels.

We are thus presented with golden opportunity to proclaim the teachings of
Buddhism to world society. We are convinced that Buddhist teachings shall prove to be
manifest benefit to all of humanity through encouraging the development of a sustainable
world socio-economic order wholly commensurate with the highest Buddhist ideals.

Furthermore, as already suggested, we should take particular note that this
conference allows us the unique opportunity to proclaim Buddhist principles on a world
stage. Accordingly, we can give evidence of the valuable example provided by Buddhist
civilization and its corresponding communitarian way of life through the avenue provided
by the academic and religious activities zealously pursued at this conference.

Participants will be able to listen to addresses and lectures on a wide array of topics.
They will be able to meet one another, establish networks, and exchange ideas to the mutual
benefit of all. There will also be opportunities to participate in religious rites and observe
sacred ceremonies at Buddharmonthon, Nakorn pathom. Providing opportunities such as
these flows from the keen desire of the Kingdom of Thailand for the world at large to
take full cognizance of its strong commitment to preserving, maintaining and enhancing
what it believes to be an aesthetically appealing, morally uplifting and spiritually elevated
repertoire of time-honored customs, traditions and culture practices as exhibited in
the overarching and deeply-embedded commitment of the Thai people to the spenders of
its ancient Buddhist heritage.

166



On this momentous occasion, I would like, therefore, to bestow a blessing on this
conference in the fervent hope and steadfast desire that shall be completely successful and
fulfill all of its objectives.

(Assistant Professor Wutisak Lapcharoensap)
President of Ramkhamhaeng University
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A Welcome Message
By Professor Dr. Sujin Jinahyon
President of Naresuan University

Attheoutset,Iwouldliketoconvey mybestwishestoMahachulalongkornrachaviyalai
University, which has taken a leading role in bringing in colleges of monks and religious
leaders from 85 countries to this important event of the 10" Vesak Day. I would also
like to congratulate the International Association of Buddhist Universities (IABU) and
International Council for the Day of Vasak (ICDV) for convening this special gathering
for which the theme is dedicated to “Education and the world’s Citizen: A Buddhism
Perspective” on May 21-22, 2013, graciously presided over by His Royal Highness Crown
Prince Maha Vajiralongkorn, at the United Nations Conference Center, Bangkok. This
also marks the 100™ Anniversary of the 19" supreme patriarch of Thailand: His Holiness
Somdet Phra Nyaasamvara Suvaddhana Mahathera.

Buddhism, as one of the most widely practiced religions, teaches its followers
by instilling a respectful conduct of life, enlightened by the Lord Buddha, comprising
nature-oriented moralities and ethics for a peaceful society. This event serves as venue of
a Buddhism perspective exchange among distinguished participants, specifically focusing
on how education is deemed a tool to develop people’s state of mind. It is expected that this
will correspond well with a rapidly changing world, where economics, politics, education,
cultures, technologies, and conflicts share equal responsibility in a more competitive world.

The supreme goal of every religion is to guide its followers on how to behave and
to live with other people in harmony; however, we, in practice, have never actually reached
the true form of the written scripture, for we take for granted that what we have practiced
is well done despite the fact that it is only the crust of enlightenment. Greed, wrath, and
lust have gotten the best of us and consumed our souls so much that we are selfish and try
to seek every possible way to do things for our own benefit instead of for society, country
and the world.

The 10™ Vesak Day is held to draw the attention of Buddhists worldwide in order
to study deeper into Buddhism’s applications towards a better education and harmonized
communities. Drawn by participant’s experiences, it is hoped that recommendations and
suggestions emerging from the event will be integrated into educational development in
each country and that we will be able to shape healthier Buddhists who are capable of
problem solving skills, based Buddhism, to tackle efficiently increasing societal issues.

Last but by no mean least, [ am grateful to acknowledge the dedication contributed
by Mahachulalongkornrachaviyalai University, International Association of Buddhist
Universities, and International Council for the Day of Vasak in hosting this remarkable
event and wish the seminar be productive and successful as the words of the Lord Buddha
tell us “Those who behave well will live well.”

(Prof. Dr. Sujin Jinahyon)
President of Naresuan University
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Message for The World’s Vesak Day of B.E. 2556

The Vesak Day is one of the most important days in Buddhism, on which Buddhists
around the world commemorate event of the significant to Lord Buddha: his birth,
enlightenment, and passing away. Its importance was formally acknowledged and promote
internationally when the United Nations, in the B.E. 2542announced the Vesak day as one
of the world’s important days and recognized Buddhism as a religion of peace. The fact that
Buddhists all over the world celebrate the Vesak day spreads out the message to the world
community to join hands in fostering, maintaining, and strengthening peace, brotherhood,
and unity in mankind.

On this occasion, I would like to congratulate Mahachulalongkornrachaviyalai
University for the honor it has received to host the international event entitled “Education
and the world’s Citizen: A Buddhism Perspective” foe the World’s Vesak Day of B.E. 2556.
I would like to wish the event all the success.

Respectfully yours,

Professor Prasart Suebka, PhD
Rector

Suranaree University of Technology
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MESSAGE

Vesak Day or Visakha Puja is the important day for Buddhists around the world.
It makes human being to concentrate to the birth, enlightenment, and attainment of
Nirvana of the Lord Buddha. After his enlightenment, the Lord Buddha preached among
the secular initial and final to human being and divines: (Four Noble Truths) this is the Noble
Truth of Suffering (duhka): this is the Noble Truth concerning the Origin of the Suffering
(samudaya): this is the Noble Truth concerning Cessation of Suffering (nirodha): this is
the Noble Truth concerning the Way which leads to the Cessation of Suffering (magga).

On behalf of government officer of Pathumwan Institute of Technology, | would
like to quote the sutra of existence of the satatum to commemorate the Buddha’s teachings
as follow:

Herein, monks, in what so ever company the monks listen not to those discourses
made by poets, tricked out with fair sounding phrases, discourses external to Dhamma
uttered by their followers, when they are recited: where the lend not a ready ear to them,
apply not to them a mind bent on understanding, consider not that those teachings are
something to be learned by heart and mastered;

But to those uttered by Tathagata, discourses deep and deep in meaning,
transcendental, dealing with the Void — when such are recited, they listen there to, lend
a ready ear to them, apply to them a mind bent on understanding and consider that those
teachings are something to be learned by heart — and mastered, and having mastered
that teaching question each other about it, open up discussion thus: “What is it? What is
the meaning of this?” — when such open up the unrevealed, explain the unexplained and
dispel doubts on divers doubtful points of doubt.

On behalf of government officer of Pathumwan Institute of Technology, it is my
honor and pleasure to write the message in this important day. | wish to express my sincere
appreciation to IABU and ICDV and who have made the conference of Vesak Day in 2556.

May | therefore extend my best wishes to the conference “Education and Global
Citizenship: A Buddhist Perspective” to be successful.

(Assoc,Prof. Dr. Panya Minyong)

President of Pathumwan Institute of Technology
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Message

From the President of Rajabhat Rajanagarindra University,
Chachoengsao, Thailand

For Vesak Day: The Great International Day 2013
At the Convention Hall of the United Nations, Bangkok, Thailand

Vesak Day is a very significant and great day for practicing Buddhists across
the world. According to the Buddhist history, it coincides with the three important incidents
in the life of the Buddha: Birth, Enlightenment, and Nibbana, or passing away. As it is
ubiquitously seen in the Buddhist countries, Vesak Day is regards as an auspicious and
meaningful day of Buddhists to recollect the life of the Buddha, who attained enlightenment
and bequeathed to humanity profound and superb teachings to effectively resolve problems
and sufferings in the chaotic world.

Over 2600 years after the Buddha attained enlightenment and turned the Wheel of
Dharma, his truthful teachings have widely spread and brought calm, peace, and prosperity.
The Buddha’s irrefutable teachings have been continuously disseminated and increasingly
recognized not only in South Asian and Southeast Asian Countries, but also worldwide.
These teachings become a valuable legacy that can make the world happy, peaceful
and prosperous. Vesak Day is explicitly an important religious day for only people in
the Buddhist countries no more; rather, it has become the great international day as the
United Nations’ appointment.

On this auspicious occasion, I would like to admire and congratulate all numerous
Buddhist organizations, especially Mahachulalongkornrachaviyalai University (MCU),
the International Association of Buddhist University (IABU), and the International Council
for the Day of Vesak (ICDV). On this day, they can join together to arrange “Vesak Day”:
The great International Day 2013 and an international seminar on “Education and
the Global Citizenship: A Buddhism Perspective” from the 21st — 22nd of May, 2013.
It is hoped that this cooperation will virtually be a landmark of great prosperity and firm
establishment of global Buddhism.

Asst.Prof.Aneck Thepsupornkul
President of Rajabhat Rajanagarindra University
May 2013
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Message from Yala Rajabhat University’s President

On the occasion of

the conference “Education and Global Citizenship: A Buddhist Perspective”
held by Intenational Association at Buddhist University (IABU) and
International Coucil of United Nations Day of Vesak (ICDV)
21-22 May 2013

Dear all participants on the conference “Education and Global Citizenship: A
Buddhist Perspective”

On behalf of Yala Rajabhat University, I, Professor. Dr. Waykin Nopanitaya, as an
Acting President am very pleased to learn that there will be the World Buddhist Leaders
Conference on International Recognition of the Day of Vesak.

Vesak day is the event that Lord Buddha declared the pure and real Dhamma which
was found from the laboriousness. This will bring the happiness and peace to people in all
societies.

The Lord Buddha was signed as the teacher who is the educator of the world. He is
not only a knowledge manager and disseminator but also maintains and sustains knowledge
of Buddhism to be globalized till now.

This conference is definitely beneficial to mankind for a better understanding of the
principle in Buddhism in order to bring everlasting World Peace.

Respectfully Yours

(Professor Dr. Waykin Nopanitaya)

Acting President
Yala Rajabhat University
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Letter
Visakha Puja Day

Visakha Puja Day is one of the world’s greatest religious days. It marks three
important events which occurred in Buddha’s life namely his birth, enlightenment and
death. This day reflects Buddha’s teaching on compassion and living in harmony with
one another for universal peace, therefore Visakha Puja Day is important not only for
Buddhists, but also for the whole world.

The United Nations has considered the importance of Buddhist morality that brings
peace towards all mankind and the whole world. Furthermore, the UN, “Visakha Puja”day
is set on this day. In 2013, Mahachulalongkornrachaviyalai University will hold this event
to celebrate the World Visakha Puja Day and the age of sacred the holiness monk Somdet
Phra Nyaasamvara Somdet Phra Sangharaja who is 100 years old. All agencies have joined
efforts to organize activities that will allow people to focus on the importance of religion
and understanding of the principles of the Buddha.

On behalf of Chiang Mai Rajabhat University, I would like to express my sincere
appreciation to Mahachulalongkornrachaviyalai University for serving as representatives
of the clergy and the people of Thailand to set the World Visakha Puja Day. I hope this
activity achieves its goals of forever glorifying Buddhism within the world community.

(Assoc. Prof. Prapan Thammachai)
President

Chiang Mai Rajabhat University
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Suratthani Rajabhat University
Muang Surat Thani
29" April 256 EB

LETTER OF CONGRATUALTIONS

Seeing that the Lord Buddha has really been a great man being merciful to all
earth’s children, letting all who to learn of his teaching have the chance with no need to
leave out their original beliefs, the United Nations has announced the Visakha Puja Day
one of the world’s important days.

The Lord Buddha teaches everyone to apply wisdom in leading their life. Our
education, however, is presently stepping out of the way of real wisdom resulting from
the facts that current relationship between humans, their society, and the environments
becomes fragile and sensitive and they are of complex dimensions as well as being on
the move and change, aside from being complicated. When we learn and accept just what
learned as the key principle, the ensuing consequence is, hence, very hard to solve; difficult
even to understand ourselves — all of which is caused by the more and more complicated
truth of life. Accordingly, we cannot arrange our life system and connot live peacefully
with others. What learned eventually serves as tools or even weapons to take advantage
of others; the entire world will finally end up in rapacity and wickedness; each gasping
weapons or tools to take what wanted, forgetting the truth that nobody can ever own things
eternally.

Suratthani Rajabhat University has a very important goal: to build up wisdom with
a firm faith in goodness. We realize that it is not enough to only produce graduates with
worldly knowledge to serve and to lead the society to peacefulness; to place righteousness
as an important component for wisdom and goodness can really be exuberant.

Also on the very special occasion of celebration made for the 100’s birthday
anniversary of Somdet Phra Nyanasamvara the Supreme Patriarch of the Buddhist priests,
I, Assistant Professor Dr. Prayote Kuptakanjanakul, by the name of all administrators,
instructors, personnel, and students of Suratthani Rajabhat University, would like to request
an opportunity to take a part in congratulation for the celebration of his 100™ birthday
anniversary.

Best regards

Asst. Prof. Dr. Prayote Kuptakanjanakul

President of Suratthani Rajabhat University
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Message on the Day of Vesak 2013

Visakha Bucha Day or simply Vesak Day, is the most auspicious religious day for
Buddhists. It commemorates the three anniversaries in the life of the Lord Buddha — the
Birth, the Enlightenment and the Nibbana. Buddhists from around the world will celebrate
the occasion to give honor to the Buddha for his teachings and to cherish his message of
comassion and devotion to the service of humanity.

The United Nations has recognized the Day of Vesak as an International Day of
the United Nations which brings a lot of joy to the worldwide Buddhists. The teaching
of the Buddha is open to all to see and judge for themselves irrespective of caste, color
or creed. The university of the teachings of the Buddha become a great civilizing force
wherever it went. It appeals to reason and freedom of thought, recognizing the dignity and
potentiality of the human mind. It calls for equality, fraternity and understanding, exhorting
its followers to avoid evil, to do good and to purify their minds.

On behalf of Sripatum University, I wish to express my heartfelt gratitude
toMahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University for organizing the 10™ Anniversary
Celebration of United Nations Day of Vesak and the internation conference on the theme of
Education and Global Citizenship: A Buddhism Perspective. I strongly believe that the key
to the formation of global citizens is the educator, bearing out the concept that the teacher
is the most important element in the educational environment.

May 1 take this opportunity to wish the Organizing Committee a successful
event leading to the cooperation among Buddhist communities and institutions to foster
cooperation and friendship with each other at the national and international level.

Dr.Rutchaneeporn Pookayaporn Phukkamarn

President of Sripatum University
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Message from North-Chiang Mai University
United Nations Day of Vesak 2013

Buddhism is a world significant civilization, with consensus of World Buddhist
leaders, Thailand is regarded as World Buddhism Centre, led by the Supreme Patriarch
who is honoured by Buddhists all over the world and was appointed as “World Lord
Abbot”

With the patronage of the Supreme Patriarch who initiates the foundation of
Mahamakut Buddhist University in order that the Buddhists around the world will recognize
the significant of Buddhism teachings, simultaneously with the general education. This
means that “life” needs to be trained in good and proper ways for the benefit of all mankind
because the real education means to develop human to the wholeness and maintaining of
the sustainable civilization on the basis of balancing between the growth of material and
human mind.

On the occasion of “United Nations Day of Vesak Day 2013” as well as the
celebration of the 100th. Birthday Anniversary of His Holiness Somdet Phra Nyanasamvara
the Supreme Patriarch of Kingdom of Thailand , and on the occasion that the International
Council for the Day of Vesak:ICDV has endorsed his status as Special Consultative Status
to the United Nations, his main office is at Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University.

On behalf of North-Chiang Mai University, I would like to express my sincere
admiration and congratulations on the success of Sangha Supreme Council and Thai
government under the leadership of The Most Venerable Professor Dr. Phra Brahmapundit,
Rector of Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University (MCU), member of Sangha Supreme
Council of Thailand, President of International Council of the United Nations Day of Vesak
and President of International Association of Buddhist University. Truly, I also would like to
congratulate to all the religious activities held to mark the International Vesak’s Day which
has consecutively been held for 10 years at Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University.
And I wish all events on International Day of Vesak be successful, so the Lord Buddha’s
doctrine will be extending to all over the world so that the Buddhists will see the significant
of Buddhism teachings and apply them for peacefulness and happiness to themselves, to
their families and the world society as a whole.

Mr.Narong Chavasint
President
North-Chiang Mai University
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Vesak day letter

The Buddha is the enlightened one. He is one who knows the truth and has wide
insight which has been known by his birth and from the life that exists in three worlds:
Heaven, Earth and Hell. He propagated the Dhamma among human beings to get rid of from
the cycle of birth and death with the help of royal grace, loving kindness and purification.
These were the qualities associated with Buddha. The three significant events of Buddha’s
life: birth, enlightenment and death spiral coincides in the same month and is celebrated
on the full moon day which is known as Vesak Day. This is regarded as the most important
day of Buddha.

Buddhists all over the worldare featured on this Vesak day. On December 13, 1999
a conference was held by United Nations and the Vesak day was set for the world and the
day of the United Nations (UN) to Buddhists all over the world to find the significance of
the days of the birth, enlightenment and death of Buddha. Lord was born over 2,600 years
ago.

In Thailand, we find evidence that the Vesak Day had existed since the Sukhothai
Era, which assumed that it has been of Sri Lankan Origin and the activities of Buddhists
which were performed on Vesak Day were: food offerings to Buddhist monks including
alms, bowl etc., practice of Dhamma, listen to sermons and to join the light waving rite
around chapel (Ubosod) in the evening to commemorate the triple gems etc.

The International Association of Buddhists Universities (IABU) together with
international Council of the United Nations Day of Vesak (ICDV) are organizing world
Vesak day as an annual event in 2013, which is the important day of the world and will also
celebrate on the same day the Buddhist supreme patriarch of the Buddhist priests’ 100™
birth anniversary between 21-22 May 2013 at United Nations Conference Center (UNCC).
Let’s get the job done in all respects.

(Ass. Prof. SanitLeongbudnark)
President of Leoi Rajabhat University
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Congratulatory Message on World Vesak Day 2013

It gives me great honor to present this congratulatory message on the occasion of
World Vesak Day 2013. I admire the organizers for celebrating this historic and eventful
day which reminds us of the purposeful life, teachings and contribution of Lord Buddha
towards all mankind.

The main theme of this year’s celebration, “Education and Global Citizenship:
A Buddhist Perspective”, is indeed very appropriate in this challenging time. Ideally,
education is the principal tool of human growth, essential for transforming the unlettered
child into a mature and responsible adult. Education gives us knowledge of the world
around us. It develops in us a perspective of looking at life. It helps us build opinions and
have points of view on things in life. But education in general does little to fulfill the higher
end of learning; that is, the illumination of mind with the light of truth and goodness, while
Buddhist teachings help in the spiritual growth of a person. The principles of Dharma aid to
improve the mental health of a person. Vesak Day is an opportunity to celebrate and reflect
on the contribution of Buddhist through the world.

I personally, believe that this conference will enhance and strengthen the bonds
of friendships among the different Buddhist Sects. It is our hope that this conference will
make a valuable contribution to world society.

With blessings of the Buddha Dharma, I wish this conference utmost success.

Dr. Saranpat Satiranggoon
President of
The University of Central Thailand
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Message on Visakha Puja Day 2013

Visakha Puja Day is the most important day of the year for Buddhists all over
the world. This day commemorates the Buddha’s birth, His full enlightenment and His
Nirvana in the very same day and month of different years. It is a blessing that the Buddha,
after His enlightenment taught the Dhamma that he discovered to all human beings without
making the slightest distinction between them for 45 years.

As long as our defilements are not destroyed, we will suffer and be born again
and again. The Buddha’s teaching aims to make a man have both physical and mental
happiness; to help others become free from cankers; and to attain Nirvana which is the end
of suffering. Whenever Visakha Puja Day comes around, all Buddhists in Thailand and
around the world join together to cerebrate this very important day.

Therefore, on this special occasion, as we celebrate the Visakha Puja Day, I, on
behalf of Muban Chom Bueng Rajabhat University would like to express our gratitude and
pay homage to the Lord Buddha. We should practice Dhamma well and uphold Buddhism
together. Whenever we follow His teaching, we will lead peaceful and happy lives.

May all practice Dhamma and may the Dhamma bless all.

Thank you.

(Asst. Prof.Dr. Chanchai Yomdit)
President, Muban Chom Bueng Rajabhat University
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Education and world Citizen

Education is significant to present day society. It releases people from the state of being
illiterate to intelligent, knowledgeable and able to work for a living as well as live in a better
life than less educated or uneducated people. Education broadens opportunity for people from
Bachelor’s, Master’s and eventually Doctorate degree. Ability to learn depends on the individual
wisdom; and as people learn more they know more which they can use their knowledge for all time.
World community therefore studies more broadly and in depth. They study about both national and
international modernization, lands, water, sky, stars, galaxy and universal phenomenon. Education
brings about learning and creating new technology; systemizes things in a modern way; and provides
convenience with a variety of usefulness. However, what we never know and think that it is not
necessary to know is about ourselves and surroundings. When people face the problems, many of
them cannot solve and get over with these problems. Some of the people cannot accept the truth and
even make wrong decision. Sometimes, they use their lives as the bet. We study in different fields
of knowledge; know all the advancement, but we never study basic dharma principles that can
adapted in life for peaceful purpose. We are afraid of being out of dated person in an online society.
We use money and all facilities to serve our luxurious life without considering that sufficiency is
the true happiness. This type of education cannot really help us to stop being ambitious, suffered,
greedy, selfish and craving in a wrongful way, as well as stop taking advantages from others. These
thoughts caused unhappiness to human beings. All man-made creation causes tremendous troubles
to human beings. We all know that the world is now facing unusual conditions, for instance, global
warming, drought, earthquake, flood, and flood, and off season snow. Education assists people to
invent new things in which some of them are miraculous whereas some are disastrous. Nature is
eventually destroyed and humans need to adjust themselves with this change. Without adjustment,
they will face tremendous loss.

We accept the education continually progresses, but with following problems namely,
corruption, crimes, drugs, and genocide. These problems are getting worse in every moment; and
happiness cannot be found in this condition. Parlous people used education and wisdom to take
advantage from others. Less and uneducated people will be the victims from illiteracy. Despite
these troubles, Buddhists like us should stop these problems by using dharma in our life, for
example, conscience, and consciousness. This includes keeping five percepts, refraining from the
allurements which lead to ruin in all vices. We should also live our lives by holding eightfold noble
path in thinking, speaking and acting as well as living without negligence. These moralities can
stop people from causing any troubles to others. It is beneficial in creating happiness until the last
moment in life by not living in endless suffering.

Educated people do not only cause the troubles, but they also make numerous benefits
to the country and the world. These people should be honored and recalled. They are the product
of well upbringing, proper living and good morality that lead their live in the right way. We are a
good Buddhist should use Dharma to remind us to think, speak and act in a right way; and most
importantly to be a good citizen in a peaceful society.

May the august virtues or triple gems which are the true pillar for all Buddhist, bless you
all with happiness, safety, and prosperity.

(Asst. Prof. Dr. Sauwanit Saunananda)
President of Nakorn Rachasima Rajabhat University
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Message for Vesak Day: World Important Day 2013
Assoc. Prof. Niwes Nantachit
President Chiang Mai University

There have been many influencers who have been able to change the world’s politics,
governance, economy, society and evoke the peace from all beings. However, there is one
who is outstanding for his profound thoughts, critical thinking, practice and his lifestyle
that has affected the world’s sentient beings for more than 2600 years.

The influence on the world did not invoke any hardship for human beings; nor tears from
distress, no death, no loss of possessions, lands or acquired power. There was no oppression
that would enslave a person while yet the successful is honored for their win over others
without weapons and troops.

As one of the crucial leaders of the soul, all prophets, Moses (Udah), Mahavira (Jainism),
Jesus (Christian), Nabi Muhammad (Muslim), Lao Tzu (Tao), and Confucius have been
highly honored all over the world. The 67" General Assembly of the United Nations
organized on 15" December 1999 has considered the 174" agenda of The United Nations
Organization and declared the date of birth and enlightenment of one prophet to be an
international date in every country in the world, no matter which religion they believe in or
to what kind of governing system their country operates on. All are to arrange a memorial
ceremony for the birth and enlightenment day of this prophet. That main reason for this
declaration is that Buddhism is one of the oldest religious of the world that for a very long
time helps instruct the soul of human beings and this should be worldly applauded.

This graceful prophet is of course the Lord Buddha, his former title is “Sithata”, the prince
of Sakya Family who was ordained searching for Nirvana and enlightenment and he was
later entitled “Phrasappanyu Sammasamputthachao” declaring the Buddhust Principle.
People around the world honor that there was no blood lost from this Buddhism declaration,
there was no ruins due to the religious ravage of the Lord Buddha. Thammapisamai, the
enlightenment and birthday of the Buddha is his victory day.

On Vesak Day 2013, on behalf of Chiang Mai University, I would like to pray for this
celebration to be successful and Buddha’s life message to be truly integrated in all our lives.

N' NO\ATOC\MT

Assoc. Prof. Niwes Nantachit

President
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International Day of Vesak Message
By
Associate Professor Vudtechai Kapilakanchana
President of Kasetsart University

KEEXEXXXXKXAXKXXXXXRXAXXXXXX

Vesak Day, commemorating the Birth, Enlightenment and Final Passing Away of
the Lord Buddha is the most important day for Buddhists all over the world. On this special
occasion in concurrence with the 100" Birthday Anniversary of His Holiness the Supreme
Patriarch, the 10™ Conference for Day of Vesak will be held in Thailand during May 21-22,
2013 (B.E.2556).

The essence of Buddha’s teaching is based on the principle of causes and effects,
relationship between action in the past, present and the future. It concerns with peace,
unity, non-violence, compassion, liberation, no-self and profit for the other etc. His
teaching showed a way-out for suffering through teaching of Middle path, referring to
a way of maintaining a balance in one’s life with the ultimate goal to end all suffering and
desire. Middle path warned to cling with desires or self-mortification realized as necessary.
It is appropriate to today’s world where spiritual well-being is over shadowed by material
well-being.

On behalf of joyous occasion of the sacred day of Vasak I extend
my heartiest congratulations to Supreme Sangha Council and the organizer,
Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University for organizing the 10" International Buddhist
Conference. I hope that the conference will be a great success and may you all be blessed
by the Noble Triple Gem.

(Associate Professor Vudtechai Kapilakanchana)

President of Kasetsart University
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Dhammakaya International Meditation Centre
United Arab Emirates
No.5, St. 83a, Al Wargaa 2, Dubai, U.A.E.
Email: dimc_uae@hotmail.com
13" April 2013

Congratulatory Message for The United Nation Day of Vesak Celebration 2013

It gives me great honor and immense pleasure to pen this congratulatory message
on the auspicious occasion of The 10th Anniversary Celebration of the United Nation Day
Of Vesak 2013, coinciding with the 100th Birthday Celebration of His Holiness Somdet
Phra Nyanasamvara, the Sangharaja of Thailand.

The thrice-sacred day of Vesak commemorating the Birth, Enlightenment and
entering into Parinibana of our Lord Gautama Buddha has always been the most significant
day in the Buddhist Calendar and is celebrated by Buddhist the world over. This significance
speaks for itself when Vesak Day was recognized by the United Nation by adopting
a Resolution in its General Assembly in 1999. In commemorating this auspicious day, let us
all come together to reiterate our determination to lead noble lives, to develop our minds,
to practice loving kindness and to bring peace and harmony to all mankind. May Vesak-
the thrice sacred day brings good health, fortune, wealth, peace, harmony and happiness in
body and mind to each and everyone.

This year’s UNDV 2013 theme is “Education and Global Citizenship: a Buddhist
perspective” is indeed very relevant and appropriate in today ever changing and
interdependent world. The past few years we have bear witness to Global Issues affecting
citizens around the world like The Arab Springs where the people wanted change-to abolish
dictatorship or absolute monarchy, against human rights violation, political corruption,
economic decline, poverty, and demand better education and living standards. In other
countries, we read or heard of political violence, human rights abuse, oppression, financial
crisis, un-employments, environmental Issues and the effects from Global Warming.
Within the minds of all these victims and affected peoples is a common dream of being
a Citizen of an Idealistic world, a Global Citizenship-whereby one can live in peace and
harmony in a pluralistic, democratic society, free from social injustice, free from oppression
and violence, freedom of movements, having respect and tolerance for one another in
an interdependent world. In order to create a world of Global Citizenship, Education based
on the principles and perspectives of The Buddha’s Dhamma should be a priority.

On behalf of all the Buddhist Communities of the United Arab Emirates in general
and the Committee and staff of The Dhammakaya International Meditation Centre of UAE
in particular, I take this opportunity to express my sincere thanks and to congratulate our
host, The Royal Thai Government, the organizer-Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya
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University (MCU), the Supreme Sangha Council and the International Council for Day
Of Vesak 2013 (ICDV) for hosting and organizing this event.

Indeed since 2004, the celebration of the United Nation Day of Vesak has been held
in Thailand (except in the year 2008 where the event was held in Hanoi, Vietnam), with great
successes, each year ending with The Bangkok Declaration after tabling of working papers
and much deliberations by International Buddhist Scholars and leaders. My appreciations
also goes to the International Association of Buddhist Universities (IABU), who has been
instrumental in implementing ICUNDV’s Resolutions as set out in each of the successive
Bangkok Declarations.

On the occasion of the 100th Birthday Celebration of His Holiness Somdet Phra
Nyanasamvara, the Sangharaja of Thailand, I wish His Holiness a Very Happy Birthday.
May his holiness continue to have good health and longevity, happiness and forever stayed
blessed by the triple gems.

Last but not least, I wish all delegates and participants of The United Nation Day of
Vesak Celebration 2013 a very Happy and successful Vesak day.

Mr. Lye Ket Yong
Committee President
DIMC UAE
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Buddhist Educational Fellowship
PO Box 298, Kyiv 01034 Ukraine

April 17th 2013

Congratulatory Massage
from
Litoshyn Igor, leader of the Poltava group

Iwouldliketo extend congratulationto The Royal Thai Government, Supreme Sangha
Council, International Council for Day of Vesak (ICDV), Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya
University (MCU) on the 10™ International Celebration of United Nations Day of Vesak
2013.

Also, I would like to express my deep gratitude for arranging this event and
the invitation to attend it.

As we know the theme of the celebration this year is “Education and Global Citizenship:
A Buddhist Perspective”. Educational empowers individuals to further the cause of social
justice and to achieve environmental protection, to be tolerant towards social, political and
religious system which differ from their own, ensuring that commonly accepted humanistic
values and human rights are upheld, and to work for international peace and solidarity in
an interdependent world. Buddhist education should provide in this way the momentum
to win over one's own weaknesses, to thrive in the midst of society's sometimes stringent
realities, and to generate new victories for the human future. The work of fostering global
citizens, laying the conceptual and ethical foundations of global citizenship, concerns us all.
It is a vital project in which we all are participants and for which we all share responsibility.
To be meaningful, Buddhist education for global citizenship should be undertaken as an
integral part of daily life in our local communities. Historical message of the Buddha to his
Sangha for their spiritual mission to teach others the Dhamma “for the good of the many,
for the happiness of many” is the same even today in the 21st century.

I wish also to take the opportunity of sending my deepest congratulations to His
Holiness Somdet Phra Nyanasamvara, the Sangharaja of Thailand in regard of his 100"
Birthday Anniversary. May the Triple Gem bless His Holiness.

May all beings be happy and well!

Your sincerely in the Dhamma,

i e
lecy
Litoshyn Igor,
leader of the Poltava group
Buddhist Educational Fellowship
Ukraine
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NAROPA UNIVERSITY
Congratulatory Message for the 10th United Nations Day of Vesak
April 23,2013

To the International Council for Day of Vasak, the Supreme Sangha Council, the Royal
Thai Government, and Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University:

On behalf of Naropa University, founded by the Venerable Chogyam Trungpa Rinpoche,
I would like to offer our heartfelt congratulations on the occasion of the 10" United Nations
Day of Vesak. We appreciate and support the valuable work you are undertaking at the 10"
United Nations Day of Vesak celebration this May 21-22, 2013 (B.E. 2556) at the United
Nations Convention Center in Bangkok, Thailand. This year’s theme of “Education and
Global Citizenship: A Buddhist Perspective” is particularly timely and important.

The world needs the wisdom and skillful means of the Buddhist tradition to help in these
important global tasks. We thus feel it is extremely important that you are convening
Buddhist leaders and scholars at this time to apply the insight and compassion of
the Buddhist tradition to these issues.

Your work during the Vesak day events on the Common Buddhist Text project will also
be of great benefit for years to come, as is also the case with your continuing support
of the Union Catalog of Buddhist Texts (UCBT) under the auspices of the International
Association of Buddhist Universities and Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University.
Naropa University is particularly pleased to actively support the UCBT project in order
to create a unified online catalog for the range of Buddhist canons which will support
the translation of Buddhists texts and the advancement of Buddhist scholarship around
the world.

Thank you for the wisdom of your vision and the generosity of your support in making
the 10" Annual United Nations Day of Vesak Celebrations possible. We hope that you
activities at the Day of Vesak Celebrations proceed in an auspicious manner and that you
realize your goal of aiding the global community.

With All Good Wishes,

Charles G. Lief
President
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10" Anniversary Celebration of United Nations Day of Vesak

Theme: Education and Global Citizenship:
A Buddhist Perspective

Venue: UN Conference Centre Bangkok
Buddhamonthon, Nakhornpathom Province, Thailand
Program: 21:-22"¢ May, 2013/2556 B.E.

B WS S S o=

Monday, 20 May 2013

All Day Arrival of participants at Airport Reception, Registration at
the Hotel Lobby

19:00 hours Dinner at the Hotel

Tuesday, 21 May 2013

08:00 hours Arrival of participants at UNCC.

08:30 hours Buddhist leaders enter the Conference Hall

08:30 — 09:30 hours » Arrival of His Holiness Somdet Phra Maharatchamang-
kalacharn

* His Holiness is attended and escorted by the Organizing
Committee

» His Holiness leads the congregation in Paying Homage
to the Triple Gem

* Report by The Most Ven. Prof. Dr. Phra Brahmapundit,
Rector of Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University
and Member of the Supreme Sangha Council

» Speech by His Holiness Somdet Phra Maharatchamang-
kalacharn

09:30 — 09:45 hours Welcome Address by The Most Ven. Prof. Dr. Phra
Brahmapundit, Rector of Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya
University and President of the International Council for
Day of Vesak (ICDV)
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09:45 — 10:30 hours

Keynote Speech: Education and Global Citizenship:
A Buddhist Perspective by Deputy Prime Minister and
Ministry of Education of Thailand

10:30 — 11:00 hours

Messages from Supreme Patriarch and Buddhist Leaders from
different traditions

11:00 — 12:00 hours

Luncheon

14:00 — 15:00 hours

* Arrival of HRH Princess Srirasm, the Royal Consort to
the Crown Prince of Thailand

* HRH Princess Srirasm, the Royal Consort to the Crown
Prince of Thailand is attended and escorted by Deputy
Prime Minister and organizing Committee

* HRH Princess Srirasm, the Royal Consort to the Crown
Prince of Thailand pays Homage to the Triple Gem

* Report by Deputy Prime Minister

* Inauguration speech by HRH Princess Srirasm, the Royal
Consort to the Crown Prince of Thailand

* HRH Princess Srirasm, the Royal Consort to the Crown
Prince of Thailand departs

15:00 — 15.30 hours

Messages from Supreme Patriarch and Buddhist Leaders from
different traditions

15 :30 —17:30 hours

Panel Discussion on the Main Theme: Education and Global
Citizenship: A Buddhist Perspective

17:30 — 18:00 hours Group Photo

18:00 hours Back to Hotel

19:00 hours Dinner at Hotel

Wednesday, 22 May 2013

08:00 hours Arrival of participants at UNCC Conference Hall
08:30 hours Buddhist leaders enter the Conference Hall
08:30 hours Chanting for world peace
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09:00 —10.00 hours

* Message of Mrs. Noeleen Heyzer, the Executive Secretary
of the UN ESCAP

* Message of H.E. Ban Ki-Moon, UN Secretary-General

+ Message of H.E. Irina Bokova, Director-General,
UNESCO

* Speech by H.E. Yingluck Shinawatra, Prime Minister

*  Speech by H.M. Dr. Sai Mauk Kham, Vice President,
The Republic of the Union of Myanmar

10:00 — 11:00 hours

Messages from Political Leaders

11:00 — 12:00 hours

Luncheon

13:00 — 15:00 hours

Panel Discussion on the Theme: Contribution of Buddhist
Sangha to Promote Education and Humanity to Celebrate
the 100th Birthday Anniversary of His Holiness Somdet
Phra Nyanasamvara the Supreme Patriarch of Thailand

15:00 — 16.00 hours

* Announcing of the 2013 Bangkok Declaration followed
by chanting for world peace

* Closing ceremony presided over by His Holiness Somdet
Phra Maharatchamangkalacharn

16:00 hours Proceed to Buddhamonthon for Candle-lit Procession
Srisakyadasapalanyana Buddha Statute’s compound,
Buddhamonthon, Nakhornpathom

18:00 hours Dinner at the Hotel

Thursday, 23 May 2013

All Day All participants check-out from hotel and depart
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