MAHIDOL UNIVERSITY
Wisdom of the Land

UNITED NATIONS DAY OF VESAK 2013
Message from the President of Mahidol University

The theme of this 10" annual International Day of Vesak Celebration “Education
and Global Citizenship: A Buddhist Perspective” allows us to discuss education and
contemplate what is a well-educated person from a Buddhist perspective. It also allows us
to explore how a well-educated Buddhist can serve as a model of a global citizen.

Mabhidol University’s student body predominately practices Theravada Buddhism,
thus Mahidol University’s students are guided by both the teachings of Lord Buddha, as
reflected in the Theravada tradition, and the secularized academic education system.
Mahidol University aims to produce graduates who are compassionate and caring for
others, without forsaking their own personal wellbeing, and who learn the skills needed
to succeed in their chosen academic fields and professions.

A Buddhist and quality academic education is the means for affecting beneficial
self-transformation in students in an increasingly globalized world. As such, students
must learn the fundamentals of dhamma and practice basic the.Buddhist principles of
ethical behavior. These include respect for life, one’s family and possessions, the truth,
and clear mindedness. Academically, Buddhist universities and those with a
predominately Buddhist student body must raise their academic standards to the
international level. Meanwhile, Buddhist students must make adjustments to this
international standard of study and research with integrity and rigor.

Well educated Buddhists will then be able to negotiate the challenges of a
globalized world, respect the beliefs of others, secure a comfortable and sustainable
livelihood, aid in the betterment of society while at the same time not compromising
their Buddhist principles. ’

Mahidol University is committed to producing such model Global Citizens.

Professor Rajata Rajatanavin, M.D.
President
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