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Message from Professor Pongsak Angkasith,E.d.D.

President of Chiang Mai University

On the Occasion of 2077 Visakha Pucha Day

In the international community of today, there are naturatly differences in terms of race,

religion, values, ideas and practice; yet everyone is equaI in terms of human dignity and has the

right to live in his/her own country. Everyone has feetings of [ove, hate or suffering, yet no one

needs to face harsh punishments for unintended consequences of one's behaviour. lnstead, all

we do want indeed is peace and to live happily in society and the wortd. Lord Buddha showed

us the way by saying "lf we desire happiness for oursetves we shall. not create suffering for

others." The concept of mercy is fundamentat in order to be abte to live together, and it is the

main factor that protects communities, nationally as wel.l. as internationally. Somdet Phra Maha

Samana Chao Krom Phraya Watchirayanawarorot, a Thai Buddhist schotar, may be referred to as

quoting "On[y mercy saves the world."

Buddhism has many levels to understanding, from the principtes of life in the personal sphere

to the highest principles in the social sphere. Al.I these principtes aim to l.iberate human belngs

from suffering in the cycle of [ife. Buddhism is [ike a torch that makes peop[e re-discover truth,

and act accordingty; it teaches us how to adopt the right attitude to cope with daiLy probtems;

and it does so logically without hurting oursetves and others. Lord Buddha taught that people

should try to unlock the full potential of the setf and to achieve that state without relying on

rituals or prayers for blessing.

The logical approach of Lord Buddha is the approach of a wise person; his teachings can be

seen and understood as reflective of a universal reatity that no one can deny. lt is an inspiring

and intettigent approach that everyone can practice. As you may be aware, the United Nations,



thus has proctaimed the full moon of Visakha Bucha an important international day of the

wortd community. This is an acknowledgement of the wisdom of Lord Buddha, who once was

like us, starting as a human being. By recognizing the importance of the Day, He is remembered

as one who encourages our efforts toward the re-creation of the human race.

We at Chiang Mai University naturally underwrite the Buddhist virtue that "a[ graduates should

pursue Lifelong learning" as the basic philosophy of any university. Having said that, I would Iike

to express my sincere confidence for a successfut, well-managed World Buddhist Conference.

p4./-
Professor Pongsak Angkasith, E.d.D.

(President of Chiang Mai University)


