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Messages






Message The United Nations Day of Vesak Celebrations

From Supreme Patriarch of Thailand

Vesak Day, the most important day of Buddhism has come again another time of which this
year falls on June 4, 2012. This year Vesak is the greatest of all as it is the year of the 26th Buddhist
century or 2600 years of the Buddha's Enlightenment, or 2600 years of the existence of Buddhism.

Buddhism is the teaching of the Buddha; briefly saying, it is to let us know the truth of life
which is about Dukkha or sufferings, the nature of life. Saying in broad- view principles, it is the
teaching of excluding the wrong doings, performing the good deeds and purifying one's mind.
Whenever mentioning by the principles of practices, it is the teaching of moral conduct, meditation
and wisdom practices for the result of well-being for many people or for worldwide people.

Therefore, in the occasion of the great 26 centuries of Buddhism with the generally
organizing of celebrations, I would like to invite the Buddhists to commemorate the Dhammas that
the Buddha kindly taught in accordance with the above-mentioning, and persuade oneself to truly
study and practice together with the wider dissemination to the world population, for the well-being of
humanity for good. Then, this will really be the so-called celebrations of the 26 centuries of
Buddhism.

May the power of the three Gem and virtuous merits grant you all prosperities and happiness
forever.

Supreme Patriarch Somdej Phra Yanasangvara
Somdej Phra Sangharaj Sakol Mahasanghaparinayok
Wat Bawaranivesvihara

The President of Supreme Sangha Council Committee




Message

On the Auspicious Occasion of the United Nations Day of Vesak

Vesak Day is a significantly important day. For Buddhists, Vesak Day is of importance
as the Buddha Himself as it is the day when He was born, enlightened and passed away. It was
on the full moon day of the sixth lunar month. All Buddhists feel deeply bond to this day and
unite specifically to celebrate the the Buddha. The special celebrations of “Vesak Day” is due to
the enlightenment of the Buddha has brought peaceful happiness and warmth to the world. What
He enlightened is the Dhamma, the most valuable heritage that creates happiness and great
warmth needed to mankind, on the contrary to sufferings and the flame. The Dhamma is
therefore a valuable heritage.

For Thailand, we have intelligent ancestors who understand Buddhism so deeply
therefore we have inherited their heritage and bring us happiness and warmth from then until
now.

The United Nations has recognized the importance of Buddhism that has expanded in the
world and agreed a consensus to make Vesak Day an International Day since 15 December 1999.
The world has accepted that as we all happiness and warmth. On the full moon day of the sixth
lunar month, we therefore gather together to celebrate.

This Vesak Day 2012, Thai government has contributed a budget to promote meditation
practice and Dhamma propagation that are the greatest of all homage to signify Vesak Day and
Buddhajayanti : 2600 years of Buddha’s Enlightenment. In addition, it is to celebrate the 80"
birthday of Her Majesty the Queen and 60" birthday of HRH Crown Prince Vajiralongkorn.

Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University has been honored to invite Buddhist leaders
around the world to celebrate this occasion in Thailand. With the agreement of the Sangha
Supreme Council, the organization is deemed to be with appropriateness and of high importance.
An organization committee has been established to serve the purpose.

I thank the government who recognizes the importance of Vesak Day and thank all
parties and persons who are part of this highly honored celebrations to Vesak International Day.

Somdej Phra Buddhacharya

President of the Executive Committee for the Supreme Patriarch




Message
On Buddhajayanti: 2600 years of the Buddha’s Enlightenment

The full moon day of Vesak month is considered an appointment day for Buddhists
around the world to commemorate the physical appearing of the Buddha, the appearing of
His wisdom and His nirvana. Buddhists altogether therefore pay homage by giving charity,
observing the precepts, practicing meditation and offering flowers specially as Vesak Day is
considered an International Day.

The anniversary of Vesak Day reminds us all to develop ourselves to a higher stage
and to be determined to propagate the happiness and peace to all mankind with the Dhamma
that the Buddha has given to us.

The days have passed and brought us to the 2600th anniversary this year. This has
proven and witnessed the wisdom, purity and mercy of the Buddha who has provided eternal
ultimate Truth to all beings and has enabled us to overcome the vast ocean of crisis, natural
disasters, wars and social disagreements with the underlying wisdom.

Carefulness and awareness are the main teachings that the Buddha always emphasized
and taught to Buddhists. It is for us to realize and practice it, to exemplify to others and to
bring Buddhism to the spirit of mankind to experience the light of our life. It is also to
signify our gratefulness to Him in the occasion of Buddhajayanti : 2600 years of the
Buddha’s Enlightenment.

I thank all Buddhist leaders and scholars from international countries to give us an
honor for being our guests and work together for the peace of mankind in Thailand. Together
with this occasion, this year is to celebrate the 80th birthday of Her Majesty the Queen and
60th birthday of HRH Crown Prince Vajiralongkorn. | would like to congratulate and
express my appreciation to the International Association of Buddhist Universities (IABU)
and the International Council for Day of Vesak for the organization of Vesak Day 2012 at
Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University, Ayutthaya province and at the United Nations
Conference Center in Bangkok.

Sabbe satta sada honti avera sukhajivino

May all beings have no enmity and live happily ever

Somdej Phra Maharatchamangalacharn

Abbot of Wat Paknam
Chief Superintendent of the North Ecclesiastics
Superintendent of Sanamluang Pali Studies
Member of Executive Committee for the Supreme Patriarch




Dhamma Message

Vesak Day commemorates the day when the Buddha was born, enlightened and passed
away. It takes place on the full moon day of the 6" month and is a significant and miraculous
day. The Buddha’s enlightenment has brought peace to all mankind. His preaching or Dhamma
has brought about a true peace that is proven by the ones who practice it, with no boundaries of
time or space.

Most importantly, Vesak Day is considered an International Day. The Dhamma of the
Buddha has played a significant role in solving the problems of mankind in living happily
together.

This year, 2012, provides a good opportunity for Buddhists around the world to celebrate
Buddhajayanti, 2,600 years of Buddha’s Enlightenment. It is a good occasion to meet and to
exchange ideas with the objective of applying Buddhism to resolve the crisis of mankind and
apply the Buddha’s wisdom for the benefit of mankind. It is also the time to celebrate the 80™
birthday of Her Majesty the Queen and the 60™ birthday of HRH Crown Prince Vajiralongkorn.
All Thai people may take this opportunity to do good deeds for both of them.

| thank all those involved in the organization of this International Vesak Day, 2012, and
wish you all success and smooth sailing.

Somdej Phra Mahaweerawong
Member of Thai Sangha Supreme Council
Wat Samphanthawong Voravihara




Message
On the Auspicious Occasion of the United Nations Day of Vesak 2012

The United Nations has recognized the importance of Buddhism that has contributed to
the peace of mankind so it has established Vesak Day as an International Day since 1999. Vesak
Day commemorates the day when the Buddha was born, enlightened and passed away.

Thailand has customs related to Vesak Day that we inherited from our ancestors long
ago. We offer food to the monks, practice the precepts, listen to Dhamma and avoid all bad
behavior. This year, 2012, is also Buddhajayanti - 2,600 years of Buddha’s Enlightenment - so
the government has organized celebrations for this special occasion throughout the country to
honor the Buddha.

On this auspicious occasion may all Buddhists richly realize the Dhamma of the Buddha
and have all the abilities needed to hold to the Dhamma as life guidance for their benefit and
society’s. This will lead to a peaceful world forever.

Somdej Phra Mahamuniwong
The Abbot of Wat Ratchabopit Sathitmahasimaram
Member of Thai Sangha Supreme Council




Message
On the Auspicious Occasion of the United Nations Day of Vesak 2012

On this occasion the International Association of Buddhist Universities (IABU), the Committee for
World Vesak Association and the government of Thailand both public and the private sectors are organizing the
Day of World Vesak Celebration 2012 under the theme of “Virtuous Wisdom of Buddha for all Mankind” , so
here I would like to express my sincere gratitude to all the people and organization for their thoughtful
intensions and good will to support this memorable day which highlights the united spirit of worldwide
followers of The Buddha who are working through these activities to make the world a better place to live
happily for all living beings .

The emergence of Buddha as a teacher has enlightened all fellow beings during His period of time to
the present generation. Buddha is respected as an originator who has lighten the candle of knowledge which is
based on truth and universality and till now his disciples are continuing this light to glow brighter and brighter
and spread the universal loving- kindness to all. Buddha shows us the path lead to enlightenment which is a
complete extinction of all passions and access to the real happiness of life. Thus, it says:

“Once the Man is born, his external benefit has been spread all over just for the sake of happiness for
all beings on the earth and the heaven. Such man is The Buddha”.

His Dhamma is based on righteousness. It was created and proved by the Buddha himself, it has five
characteristic to be remarked as follows:

1. Be self-aware. It can be thoroughly understood but not just merely heard but have to be believed by the
followers themselves.

2. Beup to date always or be mindful. As his Dhamma is based on fact and it is always up to dated.

3. Be expressed to all. As it is the fact where coverage is not needed. On the contrary it should be carried
in all walks of life.

4. Be conscious or right understanding. Only studying might not be sufficient along with the studies
regular experience is also important as it will pave the way thoroughly to visualize and understand the
Dhamma.

5. Be individual. Good deeds will be fruitful and be individual rather than be dependent on others. Thus
the well practitioner will not be doubtful to his/her own consciousness

It took 45 years to Buddha to establish his Dhamma in His own land and also he travelled across His
land to extend and spread His teachings until he passed away or attained Pari-Nirvana. At His last day He
warned His Fellows not to take risk of their own lives,

“All which is invented will be deteriorated. Be positioned on carefulness always”

So, 1 wish may the value of our noble triple gem and the merit should bless everyone and have a
glorious and bright lives ahead and also this event should reach the supreme success and also become
fruitful to everyone .

Somdej Phra Wannarat
Acting Chief Superintendent of Dhammayuttika Nikaya

Member of the Supreme Sangha Council




Dhamma Message

Vesak Day is an important day for Buddhists around the world as it connotes the day
when Buddha was born, enlightened and passed away. The Holy Master contains three qualities
- wisdom, purity and mercy - to all gods, people and all beings. Therefore, on the occasion of
Vesak 2012, we should pay homage to the Buddha, the Dhamma and the Sangha, and hold on to
them as a refuge and guiding way of life. This will bring peace to all mankind.

On this rare occasion, we should study the teachings of the Buddha to realize and to
comprehend thoroughly in order to make a true Dhamma understanding . You need to have
determination, and follow the Buddha path with an unshaken faith in accordance with the
Buddha’s original intention.

May the power of the Triple Gem and all the good deeds bring you all happiness forever.

Somdej Phra Buddhaghosacharya
Wat Suthat Thepphawararam Rajaworamahavihara

Member of Thai Sangha Supreme Council




Royal Highness Prince Sitthattha
Offered high mercy

Born in Land of Man

On Visak Day full moon

At His age of twenty-nine

To cross over a wild sea

For six years He devoted

Finally he could win

On full moon of 6th lunar month
The Lord with His Dharma
Forty-five of hard years

Until the last day he died

So long last his wisdom

His mercy to all dear

Buddhajayanti:

The 2600 years of the Buddha’s Enlightenment

It is two thousand six hundred years

Enlightenment He earned
Every single Buddhist

Asks for His gracious hands

Phra Phrom Vajrayana
Member of Thai Sangha Supreme Council

The Abbot of Wat Yannawa, Bangkok

Of Sakya family

marked more thousand years
As candlelight bright and clear
80 years B.E.

He dethroned with glee

of Samsara

to wipe off all bad sins
enlightenment at Buddhagaya
at His thirty-five He won Mara
and His Sangha helped mankind
all Dharmas he unhinds

at His eighty years

His purity was seen via
followers in the World

since His birth on the Earth

for the sake of all clans

prays together and

to save Land with fine peace
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Message

On the Auspicious Occasion of the United Nations Day of Vesak 2012

Vesak Day is an important day of Buddhism. It is the day that marks the birth, enlightenment and passing
away of the Lord Buddha. This day is not only honored among Thai Buddhists but also Buddhists from
all over the world. Clearly, the United Nations established this day an international day because of its
importance, which is well recognized by all Buddhists.

Dear Buddhists, what should we do on this special day? The Lord Buddha said in Pali, “Tasma saddhafica
stlafica pasadam dhammadassanam anuyuifijetha medhavi saram buddhanasasanam® , which means when
thinking of Buddhism, the wise should cultivate virtues such as confidence, morality, clarity of mind, and
realization in mind. People who have followed such ways will be recognized as good Buddhists. If
confidence and clarity of mind are established, it would result in a perfect outcome. Confidence is our
belief that the Lord Buddha was enlightened. We call it “Tathagatabodhisaddha” (Confidence in the
Buddha’s Enlightenment). After that, we develop confidence within ourselves and acceptance, which we
call “Buddhist Assembly”. The Lord Buddha is called “Buddho” which means the one who has known,
awakened and become enlightened. He is also known as “Susuddho” which means the one who is
purified. He is also named as “Karunamahannavo”, which means the Buddha has mercy the size of the
ocean to all beings.

The Lord Buddha has spread his endless kindness to all mankind and wishes them to be able to cross over
Samsara. He also points out the way to peace which is cried for in this era. Peace will never happen
without decent actions such as doing good deeds and avoiding bad deeds.

Phra Phrommethacharya
Member of the Sangha Supreme Council

Abbot of Wat Buranasiri Mattayaram
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Message
On the Auspicious Occasion of the United Nations Day of Vesak 2012

On this auspicious occasion of Buddhajyanti: 2600 years of Buddha’s Enlightenment
may peace and harmony should prevail in the world and may they follow the saying and
teachings of Buddha:

“Winner may cause loose may suffer but one who overcome winning and loosing sta
y
in peace happily”.

Phra Brahmamuni

Member of the Sangha Supreme Council

Wat Rajborpit

Bangkok
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Message
On Buddhajayanti: The Celebration of 2600 years of the Buddha’s Enlightenment

It is the attempt of human beings to solve the world environmental problems for the
safety, avoidance, relieve and to accept it with curiosity, investigation of causal relationship with
dedication and wisdom of mankind. This is the winning result of the Siddhartha Gautama
Buddha of Sakya family, Kapilavatthu, India, Asia.

It is the attempt of human beings.
It is human life.

It is human value.

It is the survival of the world.

That is the freedom and peace of all mankind.

Phra Dhammawaraphon
Member of Thai Sangha Supreme Council
Sangha Governor — Region 11
Wat Kruawan Voravihara
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Message from Phra Dhamatuchamuni, Member of the Sangha Supreme Council
On the Occasion of Vesak Day 2012

The 9th International Conference and Celebration of United Nations Day of Vesak
will take place at Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University this year. Since this year is
Buddhajayanti, connoting the auspicious 2600 years of Buddha’s enlightenment, it is a
good opportunity to worship to the Lord Buddha. We can do this by practicing
meditation, memorizing the Buddha’s enlightenment and demonstrating harmony to
persuade mankind to consider the importance of the Dhamma, which can bring peace to
the world.

For 45 years the Lord Buddha worked for the benefit of mankind. He went in
every direction to announce the Four Noble Truths, which can release living beings from
suffering. He came as a light into a darkened world, revealing the Dhamma that brings
good spirits and permanent peace for all living creatures. Although the Buddha passed
away more than 2555 years ago, his Dhamma teaching lives on, celebrated on the lunar
day of Vesak, the best cultural heritage mankind has ever been given. Therefore,
Buddhists should maintain and follow the heritage that the Buddha gave us to insure that
peace will grow in society.

May this world Buddhist conference spread the light of peace as the Magga (path)
which the Buddha taught 2600 years ago.

I wish all of you happiness and the accumulation of merit in the Dhamma and

congratulate you for your efforts.

sada dippatu saddhammo tathagatappavedito

May the Dhamma and the Buddha’s teachings flourish forever.

Phra Dhamatuchamuni, Member of the
Sangha Supreme Council
Wat Wat Pathum Wanaram

Pathumwan, Bangkok
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Office of the Great Supreme Patriarch of Cambodia
Unnalom Monastery, Sothearos St., Phnom Penh
May 10, 2556 (2012)

Congratulatory Message
Samdech Preah Agga Mahasangharajadhipati Tep Vong,
the Great Supreme Patriarch of Cambodia

I have great honor and pleasure in sending this congratulatory message on the auspicious
occasion of the UN Day of Vesak celebrations, to be held in Bangkok, Thailand, on May 31-June 03,
2012.

This year theme of celebrations "The Buddha's Enlightenment for the Well-Being of
Humanity" conveys a profound meaning as it echoes the ultimate aims of the practice of perfections
of all Bodhisattas, After the great Enlightenment, the Buddha said "I went forth in search of
Enlightenment doesn't mean that I had no love for my parents, family, kids and kins, but my desire to
liberate the beings from Samsaric suffering overwhelmed all".

Commemorating the Birth, the Enlightenment, and the Passing away of the Lord Buddha, the
Day of Vesak, is the most important event in the calendar of Buddhists all over the world regardless of
sectarian inclinations such as Theravada, Mahayana, Vajrayana or any other traditions. It is, perhaps,
one of the most celebrated days, if not the most, in the world.

Buddhism is embedded with profound practical theories and philosophies that can provide the
world with genuine peace and social harmony for humanity, that science and material world have
failed to achieve. The fact is that in the world today science can provide everything like pleasure and
happiness through materialism, but it is only artificial, not the real and everlasting on. Running after
those things through what science provides, humankind get stress and conflict with oneself, family,
community, society etc., and sometimes it leads to war. According to Buddhism, serenity, peace, and
harmony in the world begin with individuals through practicing meditation, loving-kindness,
compassion, patience, and non-violence.

Through this year celebrations and deliberations, T honestly hope that we will be able to share

with each other our knowledge and experiences.so ..-.,..,.... have better understanding of the
Buddha's teaching and draw more inspiratif 0 the

I would like to wish the celebrat;ipgg'% i
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‘ ST
His Holiness Samdech Preah Abhisiri Sugandha

Maha Sangharajah Dhipati Bour Kiry
Grreat SuPrcmc Patriarch -
D"lanmaguﬂa Orderof the Kinsdom of Cambodia

Congratulatory Messages
UNITED NATIONS DAY OF VESAK CELEBRATIONS
May 31-June 2, 2012, Bangkok, Thailand

Your Holiness,
Most Venerables, Venerables,
Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen,

I would like to express my heartfelt thanks and pay my profound gratitude to the organizers for
organizing this great event. It gives me a great pleasure to address to the United Nations Day of
Vesak Celebrations which is held from 31 May — 2 June 2012 to celebrate the Birth,
Enlightenment and Passing Away of the Buddha Gotama in Bangkok, Kingdom of Thailand.

I am strongly believe that this event represents a firm solidarity of Buddhists in the whole world
for a sound cooperation aimed at seeking the Path to universal harmony and spiritual peace.

I am convinced that under your management and leadership, the Vesak Celebrations will foster
unity among Buddhist leaders and enhance solidarity and brotherhood among Buddhists in
order to promote understanding, tolerance, peace and harmony among human beings.

Buddhists believe that life on earth is full of suffering but that life is transitory and everyday life
has significance. The manner in which routine activities are performed causes spiritual
improvement or spiritual decline. Thus, Buddhists are anxious to engage in so-called “right
practices”: to have the right views and intentions, to employ the right speech and actions, to
make the right effort, to have the right concentration, and to experience the right ecstasy.
Therefore, the ideal and value of Buddhism have been recognized as universal for compassion,
peace and harmonize.

I am pleased to take this opportunity to acknowledge and admire your work and leadership, and
support all your followers who continue to do great jobs in promoting and proliferating
Buddhism in the world today as well as the ages to come.
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Honoury Ph.D. (V.B.U.) Vietnam, Honoury Ph.D. (MCU) Thailand
Agga Maha Saddhamma Jotika Dhaja (Mayanmar)

Tripitaka Sahitya Chakraborty (Srilanka)

Saddhamma Viisaradh (India)

Visuddhananda Gold Award (Bangladesh)

World Peace Role Model (DMC) Thailand

World Buddhist Leader (WBC) Japan

LTS ©, 4T WIS

H.H.Dr. Sangharaj Dharmasen Mahathero

8 51 : TAEA%E THEN | Permanent Address : Unainpura Lankaram
TSR0, 4-+T5al, (FE-5BAM-8ooo, AALATT | | P.o.Mouavihat, Ps- Patiya, Dist-Chittagong, Bangladesh.
CIE1E : oob-o3brya-528054, 0395¢-BBobo8 | Mobile :0D88-01819-624097,01715-443604
e-mail : bdharmeswar@yahoo.com

Date: May 7, 2012

Congratulatory Message

= /It is honor and Privilege for me to participated 9" United Nations Day of Vesak will be
> //held in Ayutthaya and Bangkok, Thailand from 31 May — 2 June 2012. I am also happy
to knowing that The Royal Thai Government has been the host and
Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University (MCU) the principal organizer.

It has been decided by the International Council for Day of Vesak (ICDV) that 9th
International Celebration on the Occasion of United Nations Day of Vesak 2012/2555
again would be held in Thailand. It will be organized by
Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University (MCU) of Thailand. With the blessings of
the Supreme Sangha Council and the Royal Thai Government, the celebration of the
gth United Nations Day of Vesak will be held in Ayutthaya and Bangkok, Thailand from
31 May — 2 June 2012 it's really appreciable. I think The Supreme Sangha Council of
Bangladesh is an important participant in the ICDV.

I would like to give my warmest congratulation to the Organization committee and
Royal Thai Government and Royal Thai Sangha to promote Buddhism which will surely
become a landmark in the Buddhist History; I believe that under great leadership the
MCU will develop solidarity and brotherhood among all Buddhists of the World.

At present, the whole would world is in great troubles, racial conflict, Terrorism,
Imperialism and so many problems are making the world restless. But we all should live
in peace and harmony. I sure believe that the 9" International Vesak Celebration will
play major role in world through the principles of Buddhism.

This will also awaken vision of the Buddha in our world and contribute to emergence of
a global enlightened society.

1 wish the conference every success and be the Summit a landmark in Building peace
and harmony in the World.

Founder :

Sangharaj Purnachar Bhikkhu Sangsad
Unainpura Upasak-Upashika Sangha
Dipananda Shishu-Kishor Vandana Sangha
Unainpura Gyaniswar Tripitak Library
Unainrpura Student Welfare Association

Buddhist Summit, Japan h
Bangladesh Buddhist Association, Chittagong
Bengal Buddhist Association, West Bengal, India D r' D armasen Ma hathero
International Meditation Center, Budhagaya, India

Yours in Dhamma

Chief Patron: H. H. Dharmasen Mahathero
Bangladesh Buddhist Federation, Dhaka Supreme Patriarch of Buddhist
Gyanalo - Buddhist Social & Cultural Magazine T SFq ey Ch' : ;Jddhls S
Sougata- Buddhist Social & Cultural Magazine € wlprems Sangha Council o Bangladesh'

ymmak - Buddhist Social & Cultural Magazine - . . . . .
Mailing Address : Bhikkhu Sharansen, Sangharaj Assistant, Unainpura Lankara

Po.:Moulavihat, Ps. : Patiya, Dist: Chittagong, Bangladesh. Mobile : 017154436,
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OBJECTS :

To set up
=

-
0
-
&

A hospital for Monks.

A Bhikkhu Training Centre.
A Meditation Centre.

A Library & Museum.

A Tripitak Translation &
Publication Centre.

A fund for physically
incapable Monks & Novices.

7 A Printing Press.

Arrange scholarships for
training and higher
education of Monks.

Work to establish amity
world over and discourage
proliferation of nuclear
weapons.

OUR BRANCES :

*

Head Office :

Dharmarajika Bouddha
Mahavihar.

Atish Dipankar Sarak,
Kamalapur, Dhaka.

Sudarshan Vihar
Hoarapara, East Guzra,
Guzra Noapara, Raozan,
Chittagong.

Dharmananda Vihar
Middle Shakpura,
Boalkhali, Chittagong.

Chandagon Sarbajanin Bouddha Vihar

Chandgaon, Chittagong City.

Pancharia Gandha kuti Vihar
Pancharia, Patiya, Chittagong.

Nandabangsha Int'l| Meditation Centre

Bangalhaliya, Rajsthali
Rangamati, CHT.

Ananda Vihar
Lagnasar, Barura, Comilla.

Bangladesh Bouddha Bhikkhu Mahasabha

| Ref:

Namo Tassa

QT Qe & TSt

(The Supreme Buddhist Sangha Council of Bangladesh)
Assembly of Mahasthabir Nikaya
(Affiliated with the world Buddhist Sangha Council)
Estd. 1753

Message from  Supreme Patriarch of Supreme Sangha Mahanikaya of
Bangladesh His Holiness Most Venerable Sanghanayaka S. Dharmapal
Mabhathera.

I am very happy to know that the 9" International Conference of the United
Nations Day of Vesak in conjunction with a special occasion celebrating 2600"
Sambuddha Jayanti, the 80" Birth Day Anniversary of Her Majesty the Queen and
60" Birthday of His Royal Highness the Crown Prince are going to be observed in the
Royal Kingdom of Thailand and will be hosted by Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya
University (MCU) with the blessings of the Supreme Sangha Council and the Royal
Thai Government on and from 31* May to 2" June 2012. I am also very pleased to be
aware that the theme of this year’s conference is * Buddha’s Enlightenment for the
Well-Being of Humanity.’

Thailand is great Buddhist country contributing continuously for the development and
progress of Buddhism since hundreds of years. Specially the present monarch His
Majesty the King of Thailand Bhumibal Adulyadej‘s love for Buddhism is unparalleled
in the history of Buddhism. Tt is true that practice of The Buddha’s universal loving —
kindness, compassion, sympathetic joy and equanimity can bring peace in this turmoil
world of delusion, greed and hatred.The Thai Buddhists, Thai Supreme Sangha
Council, Thai Government are playing pioneering role to keep Buddhism alive in all
respects. The hosting of ICUNDV observation is a great example.

Lord Buddha was born for freeing all sentient beings from sufferings, distress, despair,
illness and for the well being of humanity. The Fully Enlightened One is the pioneering
torch bearer to give light to the humanity by awakening human beings from the
darkness.

As such Buddhism is a doctrine discipline of wholesome actions through avoiding
unwholesome actions. The Buddha taught us all to be kind to all living beings and not
to hurt them. Humanity is in jeopardy in this present world because of excessive wants
by the individuals to satisfy their ego. The Buddhist Sangha and Buddhist leaders of the
world must come forward to save the humanity from all sorts of disasters.

[ hope under the leadership of Most Venerable Prof. Dr. Dhammakosajorn, Rector of
MCU. President of ICUNDV and President of IABU the Buddhist world as well as all
people irrespective of caste and creed will see a new era of peaceful atmosphere for
the survival of the humanity in distress through The Buddha’s universal Great
Teachings beneficial in the beginning, in the middle and in the end.

[ wish the conference a great grand success.

May the blessings of the Great Triple Gem be on all.

‘ ——
( Sanghanayaka S. Dharmapal Mahathera)

Bangladesh Bouddha Bhikkhu Mahasabha
Supreme Patriarch of the Supreme Sangha Mahanikaya of Bangladesh

Mailing Address : Bangladesh Bouddha Bhikkhu Mahasabha, G. P. O. Box No. - 921, Chittagong-4000, Bangladesh.
Nava Pandit Vihar, 15, Katalgonj, Chawk Bazar, Chittagong, Bangladesh. Tel : 01818-466343, Fax : 880-31-6100,
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THE BUDDHIST ASSOCIATION OF CHINA

Congratulatory Messages

from Date:
The Most Venerable CHUAN YIN
President, the Buddhist Association of China
President , the Buddhist Academy of China

It is indeed a great pleasure to note that, in celebration to the Buddhajayanti of 2600 years
of the Buddha’s Enlightenment, the 9th International Conference and Celebration on the Occasion
of United Nations Day of Vesak 2012 and the 2" International Association of Buddhist
Universities Academic Conference will be held in Bangkok, Thailand from 31, May to
2" June of 2012. I hereby represent the Buddhist Association of China and hundreds of millions
of Buddhist disciples in China to extend sincere congratulations for opening of the grand occasion.
May a happy Vesak Day to all brothers and sisters in the Dharma from various countries and
regions in the world for the celebration in Bangkok!

In celebration to the 80th Birthday Anniversary of His Majesty the Queen of Thailand, the
60th Birthday Anniversary of His Royal Highness the Crowned Prince of Thailand in this year, |
hereby represent the Buddhist Association of China and in the name of myself to extend the best
wishes to His Majesty of the King and the Queen and His Royal Highness the Crowned Prince as

well as people of Thailand.

May His Majesty of the King and Queen and people of Thailand in blessings of happiness
and auspiciousness in everyday!

May the world be peaceful forever!

May the grand occasion a complete success!

The Most Venerable CHUAN YIN
~%
EPEJ

President, the Bu 15t Association of China
President, the Buddhist Academy of China
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Congratulatory Message for the 9th United Nations Day of Vesak
By His Holiness Most Venerable Kojun Handa
Supreme Priest, The Tendai Buddhist Denomination

Japan

I offer my sincere congratulations on the 9th United Nations Day of Vesak
Celebrations and International Buddhist Conference, which celebrate the three blessed
events of Lord Buddha, held in Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalay University and the
United Nations Conference Center.

First of all, I would like to express my heartfelt sympathy to the people in
Thailand who suffered from the massive floods last year. I heard that they caused
extensive damage to 58 provinces in Thailand from Chiang Mai in the north to Bangkok
in the middle. In Japan, the deep scars caused by the Great East Japan Earthquake
haven't been healed yet. 1 do re-realize that no matter how much progress our
civilization may make, nobody can escape from Shogyo Mujo, the impermanence of all
things, which makes it all the more important to have affection toward all living things
and always value our families and neighbors.

The main theme of this year is ‘The Buddha’s Enlightenment for the Well-being of
Humanity.” Three sacred events happened in Buddha’s life, that is, his birth, his
enlightenment, and his passing away. [ think that, among them, his enlightenment is
particularly meaningful and sacred to us Buddhists.

Under a Bodhi tree in Gaya village, Buddha entered Samadhi with a firm
resolution not to leave there alive without achieving enlightenment, dismissed demons’
interference, and finally achieved his enlightenment. This was the brightest day in the
history of humanity, for we have had the wisdom to live in happiness since then.

However, to our great grief, there are still a great number of people in the world
who are fighting and hurting each other driven by selfish earthly desires or three
poisons of greed, anger and ignorance.

Moreover, global warming and environmental pollution are being magnified and
worsened in this 215t century.

The earth is often compared to a space ship. It can be said that not only
humanity but also all plants and animals are crossing the vast universe together on the
ship named the earth. No living things can live away from the earth. The earth has
been protecting our lives. We have to immediately stop such a stupid act as to destroy
the earth, our guardian, driven by human desires or egoism. For this purpose, we
must practice the teachings taught to us by Buddha such as ‘middle path’, ‘contentment
with a little’, and ‘co-existence’.

I heartily hope that this celebration can help propagate Buddha’s wisdom to the

world.
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Congratulatory Messages

From
The Most Ven. Ching Hsin
Rector, Ching Chueh Buddhist Sangha University
President, World Chinese Buddhist Sangha Council

Taiwan

The thrice-sacred day of Vesak, celebrating the Birth, Enlightenment and Passing away of the Buddha Gautama, is
the most important event for Buddhists all over the world. | am truly happy to learn that the United Nations Day of
Vesak 2012/2555 will be held in Thailand under the theme of “Buddha’s Enlightenment for the Well-Being of
Humanity.”

After becoming enlightened under the bodhi tree, Sakyamuni Buddha devoted his whole life, out of his
compassion to the world and his concern to humanity’s well-being, to promote truth and relieve living beings from
sufferings until the last moment prior to his obtain pari-nirvana. This year is the 2555™ year in Buddhist calendar. We
are living in the so-called E epoch when the information technology is advancing rapidly. All Buddhists should concern
about the subject of upholding Buddha’s compassion, complying with the needs of time, and implementing the
dissemination and promotion of Buddha dhamma to work together for well-being of all humanity.

From the bottom of my heart, | fully admire the Thai Government and the Most Venerable Dr. Phra
Dharmakosajarn, Rector of Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University in organizing the ninth United Nations Day of
Vesak. The theme of the Celebrations, “Buddha’s Enlightenment for the Well-Being of Humanity,” is of great
importance. | believe the participants will have productive discussions and be able to come up with positive policies

and solutions. Finally, | wish the Celebrations big success!
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CONGRATULATORY MESSAGE
FROM NATIONAL VIETNAM BUDDHIST SANGHA
On the 2012 United Nations Day of Vesak Celebrations

in Ayutthaya & Bangkok, Thailand

Ho Chi Minh City, April 24, 2012

- Yours Holinesses, Most Venerables, Leaders and Members of the Maha

Sangha,

- Excellencies, Distinguished Participants, Ladies and Gentlements

First of all, I am extremely pleased and honored to express my best wishes and
heartfelt congratulations to all of you on the United Nations Day of Vesak
Celebrations 2012 in the Royal Kingdom of Thailand.

At present, we are living in the most important period of human society. The more
modern technology, science and advanced civilization have been developing, the
more we have been facing many stresses, sufferings and challenges with the grave
issues such as wars, conflicts, violence, economic crisis, global warming and natural
disasters including earthquakes, etc. The Buddha’s noble teachings on no-self, non-
violence, peace, harmony, unity, compassion, happiness, and liberation, etc., are
always the very lodestar in cultivation for inner peace, enlightenment and the
freedom of mind.

On the occassion of the 2600"™ Sambuddha Jayanti and the 80" Birthday
Anniversary of Her Majesty the Queen as well as the 60" Birthday of His Royal
Highness the Crown Prince, the 9" International Conference of the United Nations
Day of Vesak 2012 is hosted and held by the Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya
University in Ayutthaya and Bangkok, the Royal Kingdom of Thailand from May 31
to June 2, 2012 with the blessings of the Supreme Sangha Council and the Royal Thai
Government along with the participation of about 5,000 delegates from many
Buddhist countries all over the world. It is a wonderful oppotunity for all of us to
gather together in friendship and harmony in order to commemorate and respect to
the Buddha’s noble life and pure teachings on development of human morality and
social order, to introspect on the principle of Buddhist virtues for mental
development, to discuss and find the best effective solutions for global recovery. This
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is the foundation of our life, of peace, happiness and sustainability of human being in
the world.

On behalf of the National Vietnam Buddhist Sangha (VBS) as well as on my own
behalf, I would like to express my deepest appreciation with goodwill message and
felicitations to His Majesty the King, Her Majesty the Queen and His Royal Highness
the Crown Prince of Thailand; His Holiness the Supreme Patriarch and the Supreme
Sangha Council of Thailand; the United Nations office; the Organizing Committee of
the  United  Nations Day of  Vesak  Celebrations  2012;  the
Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University and all Thai citizens. May His Majesty
the King and Her Majesty the Queen along with His Royal Highness the Crown
Prince of Thailand having have a good health, long life and happiness. May all
delegates and international Buddhist delegations as well as all of us have a peaceful
anf joyful living in the Dhamma of the Lord Buddha. I wish our 2012 International
Buddhist Conference a great success.

On behalf of the National Vietnam Buddhist Sangha

Most Ven. Prof. Dr. THICH TRI QUANG
(Vice President, the Executive Council of National Vietnam Buddhist Sangha (VBS),
Rector of Vietnam Buddhist University in HCMC- Vietnam)
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THE BUDDHIST ASSOCIATION OF CHINA

hostility among nations as well as violence among peoples. As all human people are bound
together like brothers and sisters, and all sentient beings share the happiness and sufferings. Doing
harm to other beings will lead harm to human people ourselves, while good cares to other beings

P
_A_r\
1

will be one to human people ourselves. With the inspiration of non-dualism dharma gate will be
helpful to human people away from the snare of a growth for the growth. In meanwhile it is a way
for the human society to the development with light, stability and luckiness.

It’s undoubtedly the 9th international Buddhist conference on UNDV will lead all Buddhists
in the world to this direction for a large step forwards. We’d like to express our sincere thanks to
the unremitting efforts by both Thailand government and Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya
University. Also, we’d like to extend our best wishes to H.M. King and Queen of Thailand! May
H.M. King and Queen who is deeply respected by people in both Thailand and the world, in
boundless blessings and longevity!

I really admire the Most Venerable Dr. Phra Dharmakosajarn, Rector of
Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University to organize the great event of the Ninth United
Nations Day of Vesak after the flood in northern and central Thailand in 2011 which attack
campus of MCU in Wang Noi, Ayutthaya. I believe that the campus of MCU and the land of
Thailand will return to their beauty by efforts of government and people of Thailand. Finally, I
wish the Celebrations a complete success!

The Most Venerable Xue Cheng

XUt CHENG

Vice President in Executive, the Buddhist Association of China
Vice Chairman, International Council of the United Nations Day of Vesak
Vice Chairman, International Association of Buddhist Universities

24




Message The United Nations Day of Vesak Celebrations
From The President of IABU/ICDV

The people, the Buddhist communities and the Royal Government of Thailand are
proud and privileged to have the honor of holding the 9th United Nations Day of Vesak
Celebrations 2012/2555. As already known to many, this great event is aimed at creating
understanding among the Buddhist communities worldwide which in the end would bring
peace and stability to the world at large in this time of severe global crises and numerous
challenges.

For the celebrations this years, Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University, of which
I have the honor of serving as its rector, is rending its effort, time and energy towards
successful Buddhajayanti: The Celebration of 2600 Years of the Buddha's Enlightenment and
the 80th Birthday of Her Majesty Queen Sirikit and the 60th Birtlhday of His Royal Highness
Crown Prince Vajiralongkorn and 9th Internationa Conference and Celebration of United
Nations Day of Vesak by the guidance of the Supreme Sangha Council of Thailand and the
support of the Royal Thai Government. Necessary preparations have been made to help
facilitate foreign guests from all over the world.

I would like to welcome you all to join us for this concurrence of these auspicious
celebrations in order to bring greater mutual understanding and peace to mankind.

May the blessing of the Triple Gems be upon you all.

(The Most Venerable Prof. Dr. Phra Dharmakosajarn)
Rector, Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University
President, International Association of Buddhist Universities

President, International Council for Day of Vesak
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Mahamakut Buddhist University Message
To Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University
On the occasion of Buddhajayanti:
The celebration of 2600 years of the Buddha'’s Enlightenment
31 May and 1-2 June 2555/2012

X GIN e

At the dawn of the Vesak full moon 2600 year ago, when the Buddha achieved complete
enlightenment, the first words that came to him were:

"Seeking but not finding the House Builder, I travelled through the round of countless
births. Oh, painful is birth ever and again! House Builder, you have now been seen. You
shall not build the house again. Your rafters have been broken down; your ridge-pole is
demolished too. My mind has now attained the unformed nibbana and reached the end
of every kind of craving." (Dhammapada: 153-54.)

This very first ever utterance of the Buddha not only describes the Buddha’s doctrinal
realisation which marks the end of his Enlightenment experience but it also depicts the
essence of his Buddhahood and his doctrines.

It has been nine consecutive years that Thailand has been chosen by world Buddhists as
a venue for celebration of United Nations Day of Vesak Celebration. This unique
gathering has been a biggest congregation of Buddhist representatives from around the
globe. For example, this year’s congregation are comprise of Buddhist represents from
84 countries who are gathering to celebrate the 2600 years of Buddha’s Enlightenment
with various activities including Buddhist academic seminars.

The theme of this year’s celebration is ‘The Buddha’s Enlightenment for the Wellbeing
of Humanity.” This truly mirrors in the Buddha’s own first utterance quoted above. The
Buddha's announcement of Enlightenment is in fact tells the story of not finding the
source of suffering one suffers endlessly. With his Awakening he discovered the cause of
suffering and he successfully destroyed all causes of suffering. This led him to nibbana
the ultimate mental state of wellbeing a human can accomplish. The Buddha’s doctrine,
therefore, ultimately leads humanity to a balanced physical and mental wellbeing.

I wish the conference will proceed with a success and fulfil all aims.

Acting Rector
Mahamakut Buddhist University
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BANGLADESH BOUDDHA KRISTI PRACHAR SANGHA
Estd. 1949
Dharmarajika Buddhist Temple, Atisa Dipankar Sarak, P.O: Basabo, P.S: Sabujbag
Dhaka-1214, Bangladesh.

Tel. +88-02-7271419, Tel. & Fax: +88-02-7275665, E-mail: drbb1214@ymail.com

Date: 08.05.2012.

CONGRATULATORY MESSAGE

Buddha Purnima (Vesak Day) is the thrice Sacred Day of the Buddhist Commemorating the Birth,
Enlightenment and Great Demise (Mahaparinibbana) of Buddha. The Buddhist world observe it as Vesak Day.
United Nation passed an unanimous resolution to observer the Day as United Nations Day of Vesak
throughout the world. Every yea this historic day is being observed with due solemnity in different countries
of the world. This year this is going to be observed in Ayudhya, Thailand under the auspicious of
Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University and under the patronization of His Majesty the King of Thailand.

This year this festival is also significant because of the fact that it is going to be observed as Sambuddha
Jayanti along with 9" International Conference on Buddhism. It is also interesting to note that long 2600
years after the Enlightenment of Lord Buddha we are still observing the Buddhist teachings which is
indispensable for the benefit and happiness of Mankind and also for establishing World Peace.

At present the civilization is in front of danger, poverty, terrorism, inventive of new new deadly weapons,
greed of the people, intolerance, mistrust, hatred are the causes of these threats. In order to save humanity
and uphold civilization time has come to follow the path of Lord Buddha which he discovered in 2600 years
before. Buddha's path is a path of Compassion, Amity, Loving kindness & Non-Violence. This path is a Middle
Path which is known as Noble Eight Fold Path.

I hope this International Conference will pave the way in establishing peace in the world.

In fine | would like to extend thank to the organizer of this Celebration and the Royal Thai Government for
organizing such an important & significant conference. Please accept my greetings and the good wishes from
the Buddhist of Bangladesh and also Vesak greetings from the members of the delegation of Bangladesh
Bouddha Kristi Prachar Sangha. | wish the Conference a grand success.

May all living beings be happy.

(Ven. Suddhananda Mahathero)
President
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International Association of Buddhist Universities (IABU)

10 May 2012

ICUNDV: A Global Buddhist Forum no like others

Namo Buddhaya — Homage to the Fully Awakened One. And, Happy 2600" Vesak to all!

The International Conference on the United Nations Day of Vesak, originated from
the United Nations General Assembly’s recognition of Vesak in December 1999, is bringing
Buddhist leaders, scholars and practitioners from all schools of Buddhism for the ninth
successive year in the Kingdom of Thailand. As in the previous years, this is made possible by
the blessings of the Supreme Sangha Council of Thailand and the generosity of the Royal

Thai Government and the whole Thai nation.

I personally rejoice and have been very encouraged by facts that just over a decade
there have been a few international Buddhist forums such as the World Buddhist Forum, the
World Buddhist Summit and International Conference on the United Nations Day of Vesak
(ICUNDV). In the globalised world, those forums help bring us closer for understanding,
education, peace and awakening. | feel rather humbled for having had the opportunity to be

part of those movements in one way or another, more so with the ICUNDV than the others.

The ICUNDV, under the leadership of Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University
(MCU), has been able to bring among others, Buddhist colleges and universities together, and

create another forum, International Association of Buddhist Universities (IABU).

This ninth celebration of the ICUNDV coincides with the second IABU conference
whose members meet under the theme of Buddhist Philosophy and Praxis. For the last five
years since its inauguration, the IABU has either given birth or strengthened regional
Buddhist academic groupings, from India and Sri Lanka to Europe, from Indonesia to Korea
and from Mongolia to Myanmar. IABU members often meet in member countries for

academic exchanges and developments.
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Besides, with the generous support of MCU, the IABU has also been implementing
ICUNDV’s visions as set out in the successive Bangkok Declarations. A project to create a

Common Buddhist Text (CBT) for hotels and the like to provide people with a rich and

authentic presentation of the 2600 years old Buddhism is also making much progress.
Another project, Union Catalog of Buddhist Texts (UCBT), which is creating an electronic
union catalog for more than thirty electronic versions of the Tripitaka, the Buddhist Canon, in
all Buddhist languages, is also reaching its crucial stage. These two projects are the flagship

of the ICUNDV projects and will have their own panel discussion at the IABU conference this time.

Looking at the membership of the IABU and the scholars from various schools of
Buddhism from different continents involved in the above two projects, one will see that the
ICUNDV is the international forum that has been serving the Buddhists and the world

through, among other things, the 1ABU and these two projects.

Indeed, beside the grand ceremonies at MCU, the UN Conference Centre and Buddha
Monthon, it is through the various good work of the IABU member-universities in different
nations and projects such as the CBT and UCBT that today the ICUNDV has chosen to honor
the Buddha Gotama who became fully awakened through his own efforts 2,600 years ago at

Buddhagaya, Bihar, India.

Venerable Prof. Khammai Dhammasami
DPhil (Oxford), Hon. PhD (MCU)
Executive Secretary, 1ABU

Chairman, CBT Compilation Committee &
Co-Convener, UCBT
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Buddhismo Theravada México A.R.

April 29, 2012

Message to the United Nations' Day of Vesak Celebrations and
Buddhist Conference 2012/B.E. 2555

Vesak is the most important date in the Buddhist calendar. In the Theravada countries this
date is used to mark a new Buddhist year. Therefore this year’s Vesak will mark the beginning
of the year 2555 since the Buddha's passing away.

This ninth international celebration represents a continuing effort to bring together Buddhist
leaders, academics, scholars and participants from many countries to commemorate the three
important events in the life of the Buddha, His Birth, Enlightenment and Passing Away, and
also to discuss our main subject: The Buddha’s Enlightenment for the Well-Being of
Humanity.

Since last year, when we celebrated the eight international celebration of Vesak, we, in
Mexico and other Spanish-speaking countries, have been working hard to bring the Buddha'’s
Teachings to more people in our part of the world. Today I am happy to announce the
foundation of the Hispanic Institute of Buddhist Studies, or as we call it in Spanish “Instituto
de Estudios Buddhistas Hispano” (IEBH), which is an academic institution dedicated to
providing courses and programs of Buddhist Studies for the Spanish-speaking people.

On behalf of the Mexico Delegation I would like to take this opportunity to express our
gratitude to the organizers of this important event, the Royal Thai Government and the
Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University (MCU), for making possible this congregation of
world Buddhists to discuss and exchange ideas on how the Buddha’s Enlightenment can be
used for the welfare and benefit of mankind.

May the Buddha's teachings illuminate the way of all of us for the peace and welfare of all
beings!

BL‘*—‘(‘(}'\A‘L /‘/arv':d«(vn.o‘_

Venerable Bhikkhu Nandisena

Head of Mexico Delegation

Abbot Dhamma Vihara, Mexico

Spiritual Director and Religious Minister of
Buddhismo Theravada México AR
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COMGRATULATORY MESSAGE
FROM THE STATE PARIYATTI SASANA UNIVERSITY ( YANGON),
MY ANMAR

On behalf of the teachers and students of State Pariyatti Sasana
University (Yangon), Myanmar, it is with great pleasure that | send this
congratulatory message to the 9" International Conference of United
Nations Day of Vesak to be held at the Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalya
University in Thailand, from 31* May to 2™ June 2012.

As Thailand and Myanmar are Theravida Buddhist countries and
neighbours, we have a lot of similarities in culture and tradition.

The Vesak, the full moon day of May is very important in Myanmar as
well as in Thailand. Actually it is very important for all Buddhists too.
On that very day the Buddha was born, attained the Enlightenment and
went into Parinibbana, It is unforgettable the events that the Buddha
performed for the benefits of mankind. We hope celebrating the 9"
International Conference of United Nations Day of Vesak will convey
the message of the Buddha to the world and mark a significant milestone
in the history of Buddhism in Thailand.
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VIETNAM BUDDHIST UNIVERSITY
750 Nguyén Kiém Str., Ward 04, Phi Nhudn Dist., Hochiminh City, Vietnam
Tel: (84.8)38478779 — Fax: (84.8)38443416
Website: www.vbu.edu.vn Email: dhpgvn@vbu.edu.vn

May 07, 2012
Greetings to the Vesak 2012 in Thailand

It gives me great pleasure to convey my greetings and warmest good wishes to the
Celebration of Vesak 2012 in Thailand with the theme “The Buddha’s Enlightenment for the

well-being of Humanity”.

In a nowadays rapidly changing social, economic, cultural and political environment humanity
confronts new challenges, attempts to find their solutions, and consequentlly to the

capabilities of craving, hatred, worry or stress!

Buddhism, especially the Buddha's enlightenment realising the cause of suffering: paparica or
illusion, as an effective treatment has the potential to generate the momentum of a powerful
intellectual and social movement that can transform the humanity’s mind into a sense of well-

being.

Sadhu'!

Yours in the Dhamma,

Ven. Dr. Thich Tam Duc
Vice Rector, Vietham Buddhist University in Hochiminh City, Vietham
Email: bodhgayavn@yahoo.com.vn
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Srikirti Buddhist Centre

Srikirti Vihar, Kirtipur, Kathmandu, Nepal
Tel: (977-1) 330836 Fax: (977-1) 243833

Congratulatory Message

| take great satisfaction to see that Thailand is providing leadership in UN Vesak Day
Celebration. | would like to extend congratulation to Mahachulalongkornrajvidyalaya University
(MCU) of Thailand for organizing the 9" International Celebration of United Nations Day of
Vesak 2012/2555 as a special occasion celebrating 2600 Sambuddha Jayanti and the 2™
International Association of Buddhist Universities Academic Conference. The theme of the
conference Buddha's Enlightenment for Human Beings will provide opportunities to the
Buddhist scholars and institutions of the world to focus the discussions on understanding of true
human nature and the right way to build a peaceful world.

Since the appearance of Shakyamuni Buddha about 2600 years ago, human beings have gone
through various changes. Science and Technology has laid out tremendous material
developments and the world has come to be a closed family. Greed, hatred and delusion
continue as the intrinsic causes of suffering. With so much of material possession human beings
became more fragile when they do not clean their mental phenomena from greed, hatred and
delusion. Buddha's message of four noble truths, eight noble paths and the understanding of
dependent origination are more pertinent in the present day world for human beings to gain
peace. Buddhist institutions have to be more effective to produce Buddhist leaders. motivators
and facilitators to educate the human beings on Buddhist tenets. Such a conference will provide
platform for the Buddhist leaders and scholars to assess the state of humanity and identify the
initiatives that need to be carried out by Buddhist institutions and organizations.

Dr. Keshab Man Shakya ¢
Vice-Chair, Srikirti Buddhist Center
Kirtipur, Kathmandu, Nepal

10 May 2012
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Rev, llukpitiye Pannasekara Thero. M.A

The Chief Monk for the African Continent

THE BUDDHIST ASSOCIATION
( Established 1920 — Reg No - S.0. 537)
WEST UPANGA, MINDU STREET , PLOT NO 606,
P.O. Box 6665, Dar es Salaam
Tanzania. East Africa
Tel: + 255 713 451745, + 255 22 2150422, +255 757 713137, Fax +2552150338

“ Sukha Sanghassa Samaggi, Samagganam Tapo Sukho”
May The Buddha Bless you!
Respectable Friends in Dhamma,

I am very happy to give my felicitations for the occasion of the united day of Vesak Celebration which will be held
from May 31° to 02" June, to celebrate the Birth, Enlightenment and Passed away of the Buddha in Bangkok in
Kingdom of Thailand. I would like to express my profound thanks to the organizing committee to make this event very
valuable for all in every year since 2004. This is the very wonderful occasion to keep our unity among different sectors
on Buddhism around the world.

I firmly hope that this UN day of Vesak celebrations will bring about resounding success in forging strong solidarity
and brotherhood of all Buddhists for the good, for benefits and for happiness of all beings.

At the end of my message, | wish all of you be endowed with four wishes of our Buddha, Longevity, Good
Complexion, Happiness and Strength.

May all beings be freed from suffering and in Peace!!!

Rev ILukpitiye Pannasekara Nayaka Thero

The Chief Monk for Africa Continent

PRESIDENT AND PATRON - KIND HEART AFRICA — (KHA) TANZANIA

COMMISSIONER - INTERFAITH ACTION FOR PEACE IN AFRICA (IFAPA)

TRUSTEE—INTER RELIGIOUS COUNCIL FOR PEACE, TANZANIA (IRCPT)

AMBASSADOR FOR PEACE - INTER RELIGIOUS & INTERFAITH FEDARATION FOR WORLD
PEACE (IIFWP)

PRESIDENT AND PATRON - INTERNATIONAL BUDDHIST RELIEF ORGANISATION (IBRO) —TANZANIA

DHAMMA TEACHER - AFRICAN BUDDHIST SEMINARY (ABS) — SOUTH AFRICA

HONURARY MEMBER - DAR ES SALAAM ASSOCIATION OF SPAIN

SPRITUAL DIRECTOR - SERENITY BUDDHIST RELIEF ORGANIZATION (SBRO) — SOUTH AFRICA

www.pannasekara.com
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The Uganda Buddhist Centre

Off — Entebbe Road, Bulega,Garuga, Entebbe,
P.O. Box 898, Entebbe, Uganda.

Tel: +256(0)776 - 159985, +256(0)775 - 019180
www.ugandabuddhistcenter.org

12 May 2012
Re: Congratulations to the United Nations Day of Vesak Celebrations and the
International Association of Buddhist Universities Academic Conference
(B.E. 2555) 2012

On behalf of the Buddhist community in Uganda, Africa, I feel very honoured to write
a message of congratulations to the Most Venerable Dr. Prof. Dhammakosajarn, the Royal
Thai Government, the Supreme Sangha Council and the Mahachulalongkornrajavidhalaya
University. I am deeply grateful that you are organizing the ninth United Nations Day of
Vesak Celebrations and the second International Association of Buddhist Universities
Conference that will be held simultaneoursly in Ayutthaye] and Bangkok, Thailand from May 31
to June 2, 2012.

It is truly delightful and inspiring to know that all followers from different Buddhist
traditions are gathering here not only to celebrate the Vesak Day, but also discuss about
Buddha's enlightenment and its relevance to humanity in the modern world. Such Dhamma
discussions can inspire and encourage all Buddhist followers to work together is order to
spread the sublime teachings of the Lord Buddha.

Moreo{rer, 1 am extremely grateful for inviting me along with our Ugandan delegation
to be part of this auspicious event. I do hope that our participation will further promote the
understanding of Buddhism in Uganda and Africa.

I wish a grand success to the United Nations Day of Vesak Celebrations and
International Association of Buddhist University Conference.

Yours sincerely in the Dhamma,
Venerable Bhikkhu Buddharakkkhita

Abbot and President of the Uganda Buddhist Centre
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The Missive from
Most Ven. Pra Mahaganacharayacheen Dharmasamadhivatra ( Yen-tek )
the abbot of Wat Bodhiman gunaram ,
The Patriarch of Chinese Buddhist Order of Sangha in Thailand
on the United nations Day of Vesak 2012

On the auspicious time, the 2600" Buddha Jayanti celebration of the Lord
Buddha’s enlightenment anniversary in 2012. May we praise the benevolence of
the Buddha who himself enlightened rightfully with supreme knowledge, who is a
great man more excellent than all human and god, the Dharma (sermon) he
discoursed is like as a brighten lamp, he also taught the Maha Prajnaparamita i.e.
the enlightenment wisdom of all Buddha to usefulness and happiness of human
beings, he is our superb refuge and leads human beings to be free from sufferings
endlessly.

And may we bless on the auspicious occasion of Queen Sirikit’s 80"
birthday anniversary and Crown Prince Vajiralongkorn’s 60" birthday anniversary
in 2012.

In this occasion, United Nations Organization set up Visakhapuja Day as the
international important day of world, and the International Buddhist’s Convention
will be held due to Visakhapuja Day in 2012, therefore it is a significant
opportunity for us as Buddhists to give benevolences to each another endlessly.
May we hurry up to follow the Buddha’s conduct and propagate the Buddha’s
sermon worldwide. May they immerse themselves to track the way of Buddha with
stable belief and faith. May we create the new human world with happiness of
Buddha’s kindness without molestation and harm to each another, and to have the
peacefulness under Dharma’s shadow extensively covered to the world endlessly.

May I, as a leader of the Chinese Buddhist Order of Sangha in Thailand,
make the great felicitation for convention holders and Buddhist’s leaders who
gather for this meeting. May the prosperity and flourish in Dharma of the
enlightened Buddha and be apparent to all of you, to have you contained with
vigorous Dharma’s power in order to fulfill the duty of the Buddha to the people.

vV ,"W

Most Ven. Phra Mahaganacharayacheen Dharmasamadhivatra ( Yen-tek )
the abbot of Wat Bodhiman gunaram,
The Patriarch of Chinese Buddhist Order of Sangha in Thailand
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Dear Buddhists Friends,

1. On behalf of the Pontifical Council for Interreligious Dialogue, I am happy
to offer again, this year, heartfelt congratulations on the occasion of Vesakh/
Hanamatsuri. It 1s my wish that this annual feast may bring joy and serenity
to the hearts of all of you throughout the world.

2. Today, more and more in classrooms all over the world, students belonging
to various religions and beliefs sit side-by-side, learning with one another and
from one another. This diversity gives rise to challenges and sparks deeper
reflection on the need to educate young people to respect and understand
the religious beliefs and practices of others, to grow in knowledge of their
own, to advance together as responsible human beings and to be ready to
join hands with those of other religions to resolve conflicts and to promote
friendship, justice, peace and authentic human development.

3. With His Holiness Pope Benedict X VI, we acknowledge that true education
can support an openness to the transcendent as well as to those around us.
Where education is a reality there is an opportunity for dialogue, for inter-
relatedness and for receptive listening to the other. In such an atmosphere,
young people sense that they are appreciated for who they are and for what
they are able to contribute; they learn how to grow in appreciation of their
brothers and sisters whose beliefs and practices are different from their
own. When that happens there will be joy in being persons of solidarity and
compassion called to build a just and fraternal society giving thus hope for
the future (Cf. Message of World of Peace, 1" January 2012).

4. As Buddhists you pass on to young people the wisdom regarding the need
to refrain from harming others and to live lives of generosity and compassion,
a practice to be esteemed and recognized as a precious gift to society. This
is one concrete way in which religion contributes to educating the young
generation, sharing the responsibility and cooperating with others.

5. As a matter of fact, young people are an asset for all societies. By their
genuineness, they encourage us to find an answer to the most fundamental
questions about life and death, justice and peace, the meaning of suffering,
and the reasons for hope. Thus they help us to progress in our pilgrimage
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towards Truth. By their dynamism, as builders of the future, they put pressure
on us to destroy all the walls which unfortunately still separate us. By their
questioning they nurture the dialogue between religions and cultures.

6. Dear friends, we join our hearts to yours and pray that together we will
be able to guide the young people by our example and teaching to become
instruments of justice and peace. Let us share the common responsibility
we have towards the present and future generations, nurturing them to be
peaceful and to be peace makers.

Happy Vesakh/Hanamatsuri.

Jewurlaus Cosd. 7 oo
Jean-Louis Cardinal Tauran
President

Mo Loy fehote

Archbishop Pier Luigi Celata
Secretary
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UNITED NATIONS @ NATIONS UNIES

THE SECRETARY-GENERAL
MESSAGE TO MAHACHULALONGKORNRAJAVIDYALAYA UNIVERSITY
ON THE OCCASION OF VESAK DAY
30 April 2012

I am pleased to send warm greetings to your celebration of the United Nations
Day of Vesak. I thank the Government of Thailand and Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya
University for hosting this important commemoration.

Your theme, “The Buddha’s Enlightenment for the Well-Being of Humanity”
carries on the millennia-long Buddhist tradition of compassion and concern for others.

The United Nations continues to draw inspiration from the profound teachings of
Buddhism. The Buddha’s assertion that, “The way to change the world is to change the
nature of man” offers a critical insight into how people around the world can and must
work together to improve conditions for our planet and its inhabitants.

All of the major global threats we face, from the proliferation of deadly weapons
to intolerance and inequality, challenge us to change many longstanding assumptions and
open our minds to new ways of thinking and acting. Even natural disasters are
exacerbated by human error and shortsightedness.

A new paradigm is especially necessary for our greatest imperative: sustainable
development. In less than two months, the international community will gather in Rio de
Janeiro for the United Nations Conference on Sustainable Development — a once-in-a-
generation opportunity to set the world on a more equitable and sustainable path of

development. Buddhism has much to offer that process, too, and I hope your voices will
be heard.

In that spirit, I offer you my best wishes for great success.
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Message from Ms Irina Bokova,
Director-General of UNESCO
on the occasion of the celebration of
the United Nations Day of Vesak 2012

Bangkok, 31 May 2012

“Better than a thousand hollow words is one word that brings peace.”

In quoting this wisdom of the Buddha, | congratulate all Buddhists arcund the world
on the celebration of the United Nations Day of Vesak. This Day of the Full Moon in
the month of May was recognized by the United Nations General Assembly as “the
day most sacred to Buddhists, who commemorate the birth of the Buddha, his
attainment of enlightenment and his passing away.” | am grateful to the organizers
of the celebrations in Ayutthaya and Bangkok for renewing their association with

UNESCO and the work we pursue to make peace a part of everyone's daily life.

Everyday peace is a goal we share. In 2011, UNESCO hosted a major symposium
exploring the contribution of Buddha's teachings to universality, humanism and
peace. This marked the 2600" anniversary of the Buddha's Enlightenment. The
values of universality, humanism and peace provide a moral compass to navigate
through times of uncertainty. The Buddhist call for compassion resonates with

UNESCO's mandate to strengthen moral and intellectual solidarity across the world.

The foundations of genuine peace lie with each individual's ability to imagine a
better world and to shape it in this direction through respect, non-violence and
compassion. This requires new forms of solidarity within and between our societies.
It requires also a new relationship with the earth. The teachings of the Buddha
invite us to think deeply about the world we live in and our societies. They are an
invitation to exchange with other religions and cultures, guided by openness and

respect.
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Practicing daily peace in our communities and with nature is vital at time when too
many people live in poverty and lack access to education and health, when women
do not enjoy equal rights, and when human behaviour threatens the environment.
These are the stakes for the United Nations Conference on Sustainable
Development (Rio+20) that will meet in Brazil this June. Our goal must be to build

green economies and societies for the century ahead.

Buddhism teaches us that “we are our master.” This implies a deep responsibility
towards ourselves and the world. UNESCO is founded on a similar belief in the
inherent dignity of every individual and the need to strengthen the capacities of all
women and men. | see this as the foundation for a new humanism in a world of
change. This vision inspires UNESCO's work to promote international cooperation
in education, culture, the sciences and communication as the way to empower

individuals, on the basis of dignity, equality and mutual respect.

On this 9th United Nations Day of Vesak, | wish to express sincere and heartfelt

/;7\“‘7 /gﬂﬂfg‘

Irina Bokova

greetings to Buddhists around the world.
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Message
of
H.E. General Prem Tinsulanonda
President of the Privy Council and Statesman
On the Occasion of Wisakha Bucha Day 2012

Wisakha Bucha Day falls on the Day of the Full Moon of the Sixth Lunar Month
each year. It is the day when the birth, the enlightenment, and the passing away of the
Lord Buddha fall on the same month and date. It is an important event for all Buddhists
of the world to pay homage to the Lord Buddha, to praise him for his wisdom and
benevolence towards humanity. It was in this spirit that the United Nations General
Assembly resolved, in 1999, for the international recognition and observance of
Wisakha Bucha Day.

The ninth Buddhists International Congress being held in 2012 aims at not only
to commemorate the 2600™ anniversary of the Lord Buddha’s enlightenment but also to
underline the importance of the Buddhist tenet of striving to bring peace and happiness
to individuals, families, societies and countries. This Congress is also organised with a

view to marking the 80" anniversary of Her Majesty the Queen and the 60" anniversary
of His Royal Highness the Crown Prince.

In Thailand, the majority of the population adhere to Buddhism, with His Majesty
the King as the great benefactor of the Buddhist religion. He is also our national symbol,
proponent of the philosophy of Sufficiency Economy and advocate of the Buddhist
middle-way which follows the noble Eightfold Path:

Right view - to see and to understand with wisdom the true nature of
all things

Right intention - commitment to ethical and mental self-improvement

Right speech - to speak only words that are constructive and kind.

Right action - to assume wholesome bodily actions

Right livelihood - to earn one’s living in a righteous way

Right effort - to endeavour to perform wholesome actions

Right mindfulness - to keep the mental state in clear perception, not being
obscured or get carried away
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Right concentration - to develop a peaceful mind concentration and overcome

all desire and delusions

That Thailand and her people still survive to this day is because they carry
dhamma in their hearts.

I sincerely hope that the celebration of Wisakha Bucha Day will be a great
occasion for Thailand and for the Thai people to be reminded of the debt they owe to
their country and to repay that debt. They should set their mind on doing good and
helping to instill goodness in the hearts of their fellow men.

I wish to express my sincere appreciation to the Royal Thai Government, to the
Thai Sangha, and to all who are participating in the celebration of this important day for
the benefit of all Buddhists in Thailand and the world.

(signed) General Prem Tinsulanonda
President of the Privy Council and Statesman
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Message
from
Her Excellency Ms. Yingluck Shinawatra
Prime Minister of the Kingdom of Thailand

Vesak Day or Visakha Puja is one of the most important days for
Buddhists worldwide. It commemorates the birth, enlightenment, and
attainment of Nirvana of the Lord Buddha. For 45 years after his
enlightenment, the Lord Buddha traveled across India to preach his teachings
or Dhamma to all people, irrespective of ethnic or social backgrounds.
Buddhism then spread throughout the world, contributing to the cultivation of
the spiritual life of millions of people for more than two and a half millennia.

Vesak Day also reflects the three virtues of the Lord Buddha,
namely, wisdom, purity and compassion, which are extended to all beings
equally. These virtues continue to be relevant today, amidst the many spiritual
and physical challenges faced by humankind, from ignorance and despair to
extremism and violence. Side by side with these virtues, tolerance and respect
for diversity, important Buddhist and indeed universal principles, are likewise
key instruments to help surmount these challenges. In recognition of the
significance of Vesak Day, the United Nations General Assembly at its 54"
session in 1999, officially adopted a resolution honouring Vesak Day as the
United Nations Day of Vesak.

Thailand is honoured to host the 9" International Buddhist
Conference on the United Nations Day of Vesak from 31 May to 2 June 2012.
Over 5,000 participants from 84 countries include the Sangha members,
Buddhist spiritual leaders and international academics. With the support of the
Government, the conference this year will also mark the celebration of the
auspicious occasion of Her Majesty the Queen’s 80" Birthday Anniversary on
12 August 2012 and His Royal Highness the Crown Prince’s 60" Birthday
Anniversary on 28 July 2012.

On behalf of the Royal Thai Government, it is my honour and
pleasure to receive the participants of the 9" International Buddhist Conference
on the United Nations Day of Vesak. I wish to express my sincere appreciation
to the organizers who have made this conference possible. May I therefore
extend my best wishes to the conference and hope that the teachings of the
Lord Buddha will help bring inner peace and serenity to all of you.

Y. St

(Yingluck Shinawatra)
Prime Minister of the Kingdom of Thailand
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Congratulatory Message

On the Auspicious Occasion of the United Nations Day of Vesak

Vesak Day is an important international day, commemorating the day on which the Lord Buddha
was born, enlightened and passed away. All mankind and Buddhists with peace in mind have been
grateful for the tremendous mercy of the Lord Buddha. This event has thus been organized to honour the
Buddha. His wisdom was remarkably applied as he overcame all defilements and pulled down a wall of
sin. By doing that, he entered the highest dharma, the Four Truths, which can bring the current world
crisis to an end. The Four Truths protect his purity from all kind of defilements. The Lord Buddha
disseminated his Dharma to all beings with utmost kindness and has been recognized as a primary
teacher. Vesak Day is highly respected by all.

The United Nations has recognized the importance of Vesak Day, an essential day among others
of Buddhism — one of the world’s longest religious traditions. In 1999 the UN passed a resolution at its
54th summit to establish Visak Day as an international day.

This year Thailand hosts the 9th International Buddhist Conference on the United Nations Day of
Vesak from 31 May to 2 June. The event is in line with the Queen Sirikit’s 80th anniversary and the
Crown Prince’s 60th anniversary. On this occasion, the Supreme Sangha, Buddhist leaders and Buddhist
academic professionals totaling 5,000 from 84 countries have been invited to the conference. On behalf of
the Thai government, it is my pleasure to take part and I would like to thank every person and institution
that contributed to the celebrations. It is my hope that this event will bring about improved understanding
among people, not only Buddhists but also non-Buddhists.

Yongyuth Vichaidit

Deputy Prime Minister
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Message

On the Auspicious Occasion of the United Nations Day of Vesak 2012

Marked on the Buddhist calendar are many important days when activities are organized
to pay respect to the Triple Gem. Among them is Vesak Day, which relates to the Buddha
himself, who is the light of this world. Three miracles coincidently happened on the same days:
the birth, enlightenment and passing away of the Buddha. On Vesak Day, Buddhists will show
respect to the Buddha because of his achievement in reaching enlightenment, which
encompasses the Four Noble Truths and a humble way of living. This way of life includes self
sufficiency, appropriate consumption, self dependency and individual action. In addition, the
Buddha’s precepts emphasize living together in peace, including the four sublime states of mind,
states of reconciliation, and avoidance of violence, etc. The Buddha’s Dharma is so beneficial to
such a large number of people worldwide that the United Nations in December 1999 (B.E. 2542)
proclaimed Vesak Day a day of international importance. The Ninth International Day of Vesak
2012 will be held on June 4, 2012 when we will wholeheartedly praise the Buddha’s mercy,
wisdom and purity. At the same time we will also celebrate "Buddhajayanti : 2600 Years of
Buddha's Enlightenment” with overwhelming happiness.

I would like to take this opportunity to declare my full support of the celebrations and
activities that extend the Buddha's Dhamma and honor to the World on the Day of Vesak 2012. |
also extend my thanks and deep appreciation to all the devoted organizers and the work they
have done. May all your efforts be crowned with success.

Kittiratt Na-Ranong

Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Finance
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Message
from
His Excellency Mr. Chumpol Silapa-archa
Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Tourism and Sports

Since the Enlightenment of Ascetic Siddhartha on the Vesak Day,
Buddhism has greatly taught humanity to live their lives peacefully by
practicing “the middle path,” referring to a way of maintaining a balance in
one’s life, with the ultimate goal to end all suffering and desire. In the
midst of today’s society, when we have to confront many challenges and
difficulties, Buddhism still remains as powerful and applicable philosophy
to follow as ever.

As this year’s Vesak Day marks the auspicious occasion of the 2,600
anniversary of Sambuddha Jayanti, I would like to extend my sincere
congratulations to Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University and all
organizing committee who are involved in arranging the 9" celebration of
United Nations Day of Vesak on 31 May — 2 June 2012 with the specific
aim of commemorating the 80" anniversary of Her Majesty the Queen’s
birthday and the 60" anniversary of His Royal Highness the Crown
Prince’s birthday. This event will not only help promote the perception of
great moral value of Buddhism, but vitally encourage people to follow the
doctrine to make the best out of this world and life hereafter.

Therefore, by the grace of the Holy Triple Gem, may the 9"
celebration of United Nations Day of Vesak be blessed with success, so
that it can be the resort for all Buddhists and mankind over the world, and
bring the prosperity to the religion forevermore.

2

(Chumpol Silapa-archa)

Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Tourism and Sports
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Message
from
His Excellency Mr Woravat Auapinyakul
Minister Attached to the Prime Minister’s Office

The Vesak day is one of the most important days in the Buddhist
tradition. It is regarded as thrice-sacred, celebrating the birth,
enlightenment and passing away of the Buddha. It is also a chance for
people to reflect on the wisdom enshrined in the message of the Great
Teacher. This holiest day for Buddhists around the world has also been
recognized by the international community through the United Nations
General Assembly resolution in 1999, underlining the fact that the
teachings of the Buddha on peace, compassion and understanding about
two and a half millennia ago remain relevant to all of us today.

As Minister taking charge of National Office of Buddhism, I am
pleased to learn that the 9" celebration of United Nations Day of Vesak is
held in Thailand on 31 May — 2 June 2012, under the theme “The

‘Buddha’s Enlightenment for the Well-being of Humanity” and its main

purpose is to commemorate the 2600" anniversary of Sambuddha Jayanti,
the 80" anniversary of Her Majesty the Queen’s birthday and the 60"
anniversary of His Royal Highness the Crown Prince’s birthday. I
sincerely thank the United Nations and the organisers of this significant event,
particularly Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University, for providing us
with the auspicious opportunity to pay homage to the Lord Buddha as
well as his teachings. Apart from its ceremonial aspect, I hope that this
event will result in the widening of understanding and appreciation of
Buddhism for Buddhists and non-Buddhists alike, thereby further
contributing to the continuous peace in this world, and making it a better
place to live in.

Lastly, I wish the organizers every success in their endeavors and all
participants in this event happiness, prosperity and continued good health.

g

(Woravat Auapinyakul)
Minister Attached to the Prime Minister’s Office
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Message from
H.E. Mr. Surapong Tovichakchaikul
Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Kingdom of Thailand
On the Auspicious Occasion of the International Day of Vesak B.E. 2555
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In 1999, the United Nations General Assembly at its 54" Session passed
a resolution according international recognition of the Day of Vesak. Since then, all Buddhists
around the world, including those in Thailand, have observed the International Day of Vesak.
Thailand is honoured to be able to continuously host international conferences as part of
our celebration of the International Day of Vesak since 2004.

This year is a particularly auspicious one for Thailand as we commemorate
the Vesak Day in the year of the Buddhajayanti, the Celebration of 2600 yéars of Lord
Buddha's Enlightenment. In addition, it also coincides with the auspicious occasion of -
the 80" Birthday Anniversary of Her Majesty Queen Sirikit and the 60" Birthday Anniversary
of His Royal Highness Crown Prince Maha Vaijiralongkorn. To mark this special occasion
and to honour Her Majesty the Queen and His Royal Highness the Crown Prince, Thailand
is pleased to host the 9" International Symposium on “The Buddha's Enlightenment for the
Well-being of Humanity”. It is expected that there will be over 5,000 Buddhist participants
from 84 countries, including members of the Sangha, religious leaders and academics,
attending the symposium. This felicitous occasion will induce humanity to put into practice
the timeless wisdom of the teachings of the Lord Buddha with the ultimate aim of relieving
all human beings from sufferings.

On this occasion, | wish to express my sincere appreciation to all those

involved in the International Symposium and | wish them every success.

Bl

(Surapond Tovichakchaikul)

Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Kingdom of Thailand
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Visakha Bucha Day is the one of the most significant days of Buddhist all over the
world, Due to the fact that it is the day of the three important separate incidents of The Lord
Buddha : The Lord Buddha's birth, the enlightenment and the Nibbana or passing away. Those
incidents had miraculously occurred on the same date and month, with disconnected interval,
which was the full moon day of the sixth lunar month.

On that day, the Lord Buddha had discovered the Four Truth of Life and started
to teach his discoveries to the followers which are :

1. Suffering

2, The Origin of Suffering

3. The Extinction of Suffering

4. The Path Leading to the Extinclion of Suffering

Therefore, Buddhist has organized the related events to observance and to
remind The Lord Buddha as the luminary of Buddhism.

The Buddhist should sludy and undertake The lord Buddha’ s teaching or
Dharma continuously in order to bring peace to their personal life and mind and as the whole
socicty. To observe the Five Precepts, to practice mental development or making merit are the
examples.

Dharma is the medicine, if we deeply understand and practice according to the
teaching we can be cured of the disease, the disease of defilement - greed, anger and delusion
thal produce suffering. We will surely achieve some degree of understanding if we approach the
study of Dharma with this notion in mind.

For the coming the United Nation Day of Vesak, | ain really pleased to learn that
the International Council for Day of Vesak and the International Association of Buddhist
‘Universities have organized this event to remind the importance of the Visakha Bucha Day. The

interesting activities have been arranged, the seminars, the academic discussion and also the
international cultural displays.

On this occasion, | strongly believe that this event will certainly support and
maintain the significance of Buddhism hereafter.

a
’
(Tarnis Thienthong)

Deputy Minister of Interior
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MESSAGE FROM THE MINISTER OF PUBLIC HEALTH

On the occasion of the gth Conference for Day of
Vesak to be held in Thailand from 31 May to 2 June 2012
(B.E.2555), I would like to express my sincere and
heartfelt greetings to all Buddhists around the world. The
concurrence of the auspicious celebrations makes this year
a special occasion. At the same time, we celebrate 2,600t
anniversary of Buddha’s Enlightenment, the 8oth Birthday
Anniversary of Her Majesty the Queen and also the 60oth
Birthday of His Royal Highness the Crown Prince. I am
delighted to note that the theme of this year’s celebration
is “Buddha’s Enlightenment for the Well-Being of
Humanity”. I call on the people to learn and adopt the
Buddha’s teachings to lead their daily life in peace and
happiness.

May all participants be blessed with excellent
health, strength and wisdom and may the conference
meets with all success.

Mr. Wittaya Buranasiri
Minister of Public Health
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PRIME MINISTER
CANBERRA

MESSAGE FROM PRIME MINISTER JULIA GILLARD

INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE AND CELEBRATIONS OF
THE UNITED NATIONS DAY OF VESAK

It is with great pleasure that I send my best wishes to you all in Bangkok,
Thailand for the 9th International Conference and Celebrations of the United
Nations Day of Vesak.

The United Nations Day of Vesak recognises the importance of Vesak to
Buddhist communities globally. It is significant that communities around the
world celebrate this day, demonstrating that we are all part of a global village.

Buddhism has a strong history in Australia and many of our cultural groups
commemorate Vesak and engage the broader non-Buddhist community in its
celebrations. This helps create a vibrant, understanding and multi-cultural
society in Australia.

Vesak is an opportunity to celebrate and reflect on the contribution of Buddhist
thought to culture and society. This year’s conference program provides a
wonderful opportunity for participants to learn more about Buddhism and its
potential to affect humanity positively.

I hope that all participating have an inspiring and uplifting time.

A 5/(/(#?/(

T onourable Julia Gillard
Prime Minister of Australia
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CONGRATULATORY MESSAGE
FOR

THE UNITED NATIONS 9% DAY OF VESAK
May 8", 2012

On Vesak Day, Buddhist all over the world commemorates three sacred events: the Birth, Enlightenment
and Passing away of Lord Buddha.

This year the United Nations Day of Vesak Celebrations coincides with the auspicious year of the 80
Royal Birthday of Her Majesty Queen Sirikit and the 60" Royal Birthday of His Royal Highness Crown
Prince Maha Vajiralongkorn. “

The highest spiritual ideals of Buddhism are profound values of human life and a wise approach to deal
with-its problems. Those universal values help to bring deep understanding to the mind, to overcome the
negative emotions that arise from anger, greed and ignorance.

The Buddhist message of compassion, tolerance and [oving kindness for the sake of all sentient beings
are deep principles to promote human values and harmony to dissolve the nowadays’ confrontation of
the world.

The situation that we face today like violence, poverty, hunger and the degradation of the environment
have the same root that Siddartha Gautama taught and spread from India 2600 years ago to all over the
waorld: the suffering of the human being.

The ;heme_ for the 2012 Celebrations: “The Buddha’s Enlightenment for the Well-being of Humanity”, is
an opportunity to take the teachings of Lord Buddha as a guide to help to solve the sufferings of
mankind.

On this special occasion, I would like to congratulate the United Nations Day of Vesak, the government
and the people of the Kingdom of Thailand and the Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University for its
remarkable work along all this year and to welcome all the participants of the 9™ United Nations Day of
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Embassy of the People’s Republic of Bangladesh
House # 47/8, Ekamai Soi 3¢, Sukhumvit 63

5 Bangkok 10110, Thailand

* Tel: (66-2) 390 5107-08

Fax: (66-2) 390 5106

e E-mail: bdootbkk@truemail.co.th
AMBASSADOR www.bdembassybangkok.org

15 May, 2012

Message

On this jovous occasion of the Ninth United Nations Day of Vesak Celebrations, marking the
birth, enlighment and passing away of Lord Siddharta Gautama Buddha, it is my great pleasure to
convey, on behalf of the government and people of Bangladesh and on my personal behalf, warmest
greetings and best wishes to ail,

Lord Gautama Buddha's life is hallmark of love, tolerance and compassion. His teachings
remain an eternal source inspiration to rid the world of hatred and intolerance. Following his
teachings, 1 believe, we can bring peace and harmony amongst peoples of all faith, values and
beliefs. Let us resolve to make this planet a better place to live free.

On this auspicious occasion, 1 wish to once again convey my sincere wishes for happiness
and peace for all.

’ 3

yor-# i
ntiaz Hossain
Ambassador Extraofdinary and Plenipotentiary
of Bangladesh to the Kingdom of Thailand and
Permanent Represgntative of Bangladesh to
UNESCAP

Lann )
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Congratulatory Message for the Vesak Celebration

On behalf of the Embassy of Brazil in Bangkok as well as on my own, I would like to extend my
congratulations to the United Nations Day of Vesak Celebrations 2012/B.E. 2555 organized by
Mahachulalongrajavidyalaya University of Thailand.

As the theme for this year celebrations implies: “The Buddha’s Enlightenment for the Well-Being of
Humanity” .... If mankind sincerely follows and practices the teaching of the Buddha, then all
human will indeed find the wellness of mind and peaceful final deliverance that they long for.

Although today we are living in a cyber age of science and high technology, it is heartwarming to
see Buddhists all over the world celebrate the sacred Day of Vesak making merits in their own
appropriate traditional ways. With this continuous positive and strong spirits, the world will indeed

be a more harmonious place to live,
.ff: r‘f
! Wﬁm
i _f

Paulo Cesar Meira de Vasconcellos
Ambassador of Brazil
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B“tlSh Embagsy Office of the Ambassador
British Embassy

BaﬂgkOk 14 Wireless Road

Bangkok 10330
Tel +66 (0)2 305 8302
Fax: +66 (0)2 255 8618

e-mail: asif. ahmad@fco.gov.uk
hitp:/fukinthailand fco.gov. uk

16 April, 2012

UNITED NATIONS DAY OF VESAK CELEBRATIONS

Thailand is again hosting the celebration of the Birth, Enlightenment and Passing of the Sakyamuni
Buddha. Buddhists from the world over including the United Kingdom will be in Ayutthaya and
Bangkok to mark the auspicious dates.

Like Thailand, the United Kingdom is a place where there is freedom of worship and we take joy in
the celebrations of our diverse communities.

We hope that the event is a great success and that the gathering of so many learned people will be
rewarding and offer insights on global issues.

Our thanks and appreciation go out to Mahachulalonkornrajavidyalaya University to allow us this
opportunity to express our best wishes.

Asif Ahmad
HM Ambassador
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KINGDCM OF CAMBODIA
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Royal Embassy of Camb- dix

HANGROEK

Bangkok, April 4§t 2012

Congratulatory Message
From Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotenticry of
The Kingdom of Cambodia to the Kingdom of Thailand

On the auspicious occasion of the Trice-Sacred Deay of Vesak, Day for the
celebration of the Birth, Enlightenment and Passing away of the Sckyarnwuni
Buddha, under the thene of “The Buddha’s Enhighterunent for the Well-
bemng of Humanity”, allow me, on behalf of the Royal Government of Cambodia,
the Cambedian People Puddhist and on my own behalf, to express my warind.
congratulation to the Royal Government and People of Thatland, the Internatior-
Council for Day of Vesak and Maha Chulalongkorn Rajavidyalaya Univzrsity for
celebrating this very imporiant and meaningful Event.

Taking this opportuiiiy, I would like to wish the Government and Pecplz of
Thailand, all Buddhist People cver the world the Four Gems of Buddha’s blessina:
Fongevity, Nobility, Heolth, ond Strength.

May the Buddha’s Enlightenment promote the Well-Being of Humanr:ity.

May the Buddhism he disseminated over the world jur Feace, Equality aind
Development.

)

Lok Chumteav You Ay
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of
the Kingdom of Cambaodia to the Kingdom of Thatland

518/4 Pracha Uthit Noad. Soi Ramkamhaeng 89, Waugiicnglang., Danghok 16319
Tel, : (882) 957 5561, 957 6852 Fax . (862) 057 5850 F-mai! ! rechl-kPrrcomu.cam
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Embassy of Chile
83/17 Wittayu Soi 1, Wireless Road
Bangkok

22nd May 2012
United Nations Day of Vesak

It is an enormous privilege and an honor as the Ambassador of Chile to the
Kingdom of Thailand to convey to you a message of congratulation and good will
on the occasion of the Day of Vesak.

Chile, a distant country in South America, wishes to be present in this relevant
occasion, because regardless our geographical location we do respects, promotes,
protects and encourages the freedom of religion. The Constitution provides for
freedom of religion, and other laws and policies contributed to the generally free
practice of religion in the country.

Moreover, the State of Chile recognized itself as a multicultural society since this
particularity is in the roots of the Chilean nationality. Many native indigenous
groups were living along the extension of the all country and they developed their
singularities in close contact with the natural environment which includes a rich
spiritual Cosmo vision as part of their genuine religious fillings. In doing so, the
state of Chile assumed a great responsibility with an important sector of its
population, which ultimately only serves to enrich an authentic Chilean culture.

In addition to the above it can be stated that although most of the country’s
population identifies itself as Roman Catholic and other Christian denominations,
a 1999 law on religion prohibits religious discrimination and so allows any
religious group to apply for legal public right status and grants other religious
groups the same right that the Catholic Church possesses.

Once more, I want to express in the name of the Embassy of Chile to the Kingdom
of Thailand and myself our solidarity to the celebrations and activities of this
significant Buddhist date and wishes to convey a cordial greeting on this occasion.

AN NN
Javier Becker
Ambassador
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EMBASSY OF THE REPUBLIC OF CUBA
BANGKOK

The Buddha’s Enlightenment for the Well-Being of Humanity

The Day of Vesak is the most sacred day for all those who have chosen Buddha'’s teaching as
the guide for their behavior. Since the United Nations recognition of Vesak, as a celebration for
all Buddhists around the world, thousands of people who profess this religion joint together
each year on the first full moon day in May or in June if it is a leap year to show their
appreciation for the great contribution that Buddhism has made to the spiritual enrichment of
the human being during more than two millennia.

Today when the world is facing one of the most difficult periods in the history of mankind, with
bloody wars caused by greed and individualism, with millions of people living in abject poverty,
ignorance and despair, many of them even without hope of survival, while a handful of humans
squandered fortunes, today, when the planet is in danger of succumbing to the great climatic
changes provoked by irresponsible treatment to mother nature, there is no doubt that the
teaching of Buddha and specially dedicating this auspicious celebrations to the Buddha’s
Enlightenment are particularly significant.

And this is because these celebrations involve a message of love, peace, understanding, human
solidarity, sincerity, fairness, and respect for the diversity among the human beings, as well as
perseverance to achieve noble goals instead egoism. Such a message coming out of the heart
goes far beyond the limits of Buddhism and becomes universal principle, essential to the future
of humanity.

These are the same principles guiding the Cuban people and its leaders for more than fifty
years to overcome many obstacles on the long road toward a better future, much more
brilliant, where the searching for welfare and happiness for everyone is the main motivation in
human behavior. The world has witnessed how Cuba has honored these principles in offering
its friendship and solidarity to other peoples of the world.

Therefore, in this auspicious occasion, I want to convey through this message all our
appreciation for the important contribution made by the great teachings of the Buddha to the
strengthening of the most precious human values. Especially I would like to express my deep
appreciation and respect to His Majesty King Bhumibol Adhulyadej, who has been the most
illustrious and exemplary propagator of the teachings of Buddha among Thai people and also
among the entire Buddhist world.

I would also like to show my deep gratitude to the organizer of the Day of Vesak here in
Thailand for the possibility of sending this message of friendship and expressing my sincerest
wish for present and future successes in this magnificent celebration.
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Ambassadér of Hungary
Bangkok

It is a honour and privilege to greet the thrice sacred United Nations Day of Vesak, celebrating the Birth,
Enlightment and Passing away of the Sakyamuni Buddha, organized by the prestigious
Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University of Thailand (MCU).

Celebrating the UN Day of Vesak for the 8th consequitive year demonstrates an establishing tradition reflecting
the important role played by Buddhism in all over the world in the spiritual life of the society as well as the
strengthening of the relationship among different Buddhist traditions, countries, individuals and universities. In
our rapidly changing world and in the permanent process of facing new challenges, Buddhism offers core and
deep rooted moral and human values for people aspiring fo inner peace and stability.

When celebrating Vesak Day, tribute should be paid to the hospitality of the people and Government of the
Kingdom of Thailand and to the Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University of Thailand under the competent
leadership of the most venerable Rector Prof. Dr. Phra Dharmakosajarn that made possible the celebration of
the Day of Vesak not only this year, but several times in the past as well. As an institution for higher education
of Buddhist monks, novices and laypeople, the MCU sustains an ancient tradition, in the pursuit of academic
excellence, but at the same time, it continually updates its curriculum in order to keep up with emerging new
ideas and modern technology.

Hungary attaches a great importance to the freedom of religion, and that basic principle is enshrined in its
Fundemantal Law and particularly in the ,Law on the Right to Freedom of Conscience and Religion and on the
Status of Churches, Religions and Religious Communities” adopted by the Hungarian Parliament last April,
recognizing and confirming among others the official status of five Buddhist communities in Hungary.

The popularity and influence of the Buddhism has been growing in Hungary for the last twenty years. Just to
name an example, the main mission of the Budapest based Dharma Gate Buddhist College is to open the
metaphorical gate of the Dharma to the Hungarian public and to help preserve and propagate the living
tradition in Europe. The College provides an opportunity for the study of all Buddhist Schools, their doctrines
and histories, languages and practices and aims at discovering a common spiritual background of all Buddhist
traditions. In 2010 the Dharma Gate Buddhist College joined MCU’s rank of affiliated institutes and in October
2011 the two institutions signed an agreement about setting up an European Buddhist Training Centre in
Budapest to enable MCU to run its international doctoral programme in Buddhist Studies in the European
Union.

I am pleased to note the development of this kind of relations between the higher education instititutions of
our two countries that will certainly contribute to the mutual respect and better understanding between our
peoples. The UN Day of Vesak in a way has the same mission, and | wish a succesful accomplishment of this
mission to all distinguished participants of this year celebration.

E?Q'(@,—) (0 [LLG"\

Dénes Tomaj

- mission.bgk@mfa.gov.hu /!
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Ambassador & Permanent
Representative to ESCAP

ARG FT TSGamamE, sehieh
Embassy of India, Bangkok

UN VESAK Day 2012

On the auspicious occasion of UN Vesak Day, I convey my best wishes to all followers of
Lord Buddha's teachings. I also compliment the Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University and the
Royal Thai government, the principal hosts, for organizing the commemorative ceremonies. The
University’s efforts, coming in the wake of damage caused by last year's floods, are indeed
commendable.

2 Vesak, which commemorates the three signal events in the life of Lord Buddha - Birth,
Enlightenment and Passing Away — Is also known as Buddha Purnima in India. The celebrations
this year are of particular significance, as these mark 2600 years of His enlightenment.

B The profound message of Lord Buddha has inspired generations of monks, scholars and
pilgrims in our countries, It is undoubtedly one of the most valued strands of the shared heritage
of India, Thailand and some other Asian countries. The Dhamma Chakra is a visible symbol in our
lands of His teachings on righteousness, It is apt that it is also reflected in India’s national emblem.

4, Vesak offers to all of us an opportunity to reflect on the life and teachings of Lord Buddha,
It inspires us to attain the potential for inner peace and happiness that lies within us all. Tt
provides us an opportunity to reaffirm our commitment to living a moral and compassionate life.

5 The theme for the 2012 celebrations - “The Buddha’s Enlightenment for the Well Being of
Humanity” is of great relevance today. In our strife torn and conflict ridden world, one in which
unsustainable exploitation of environment and natural resources has endangered our future
generations, all of us need to reflect on His message of peace and compassion and strive to follow
it in our thought and actions, May His teachings continue to enlighten our common path.

L
(Anil WadT.‘{vV
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EMBASSY OF THE REPUBLIC OF INDONESIA
BANGKOK

Congratulatory Message
H.E. Mr. Lutfi Rauf
Ambassador of the Embassy of the Republic of Indonesia
At
United Nations Day of Vesak Celebrations 2012/2555
United Nations Conference Center, Bangkok
Bangkok, 2 June 2012

Namo Buddhaya,
I am honoured to share this message for the Vesak Celebrations 2012/2555.

I wish to convey the warmest greetings from the Government and people of Indonesia as we,
in Indonesia, also observe the Vesak Day which marks Lord Buddha's Birth, Enlightment and
Parinirvana. The Vesak Day is @ momentum for Buddhists from ail walks of life to enshrine
the lofty teachings of the Buddha.

Buddha Gautama taught us the Dharma that brings enlightened in Buddhists' life and
promotes universal values to the well being of humanity. Our world is indeed rich with
diversities. But with the Dharma, Buddhist will always be in harrony with one another. The
universal values in the Dharma encourage us to see our differences as strong assets to
cooperate and to grow together. And with the Dharma, one can contribute positively to all
human being that transcends races, religions and nationality differences.

I am pleased to note that the theme of this year's obsérvance is “The Buddha's
Enlightenment for the Well-being of Humanity”. The theme is very suitable and timely for the
state of our worla today. Some of our brothers and sisters somewhere around the corner of
the world are still experiencing hardship, poverty and cenflict in their life. With the spirit of
the Vesak Day, this aay would be the high time to underline the teachings of Buddha on
compassion and care for others. It is our onus and merits tc help alieviate their plight.

In this connection, I am heartened to learn the exemplary deed of His Majesty King Bhumibol
Adulyadej. As the years have passed, His Majesty has displayed a deep and unwavering
commitment and endeavour to the well-being and welfare of the Thai people. Through His
Majesty’s Royal Development Projects, the livelinood of millions of Thai people, especially in
the rural area, have been developed.

Once again, I wish to congratulate all Buddhists on this Vesak Liay. May the spirit of Yesak
Day enlighten our heart of Buddha's teachings to path cur ways to a brighter and better
future,
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Ninth International Celebrations
Of the United Nations Day of Vesak
31 May-2 June 2012

Congratulatory Message by H.E. Jorge Chen,

Ambassador of Mexico to Thailand

It is a pleasure to participate in the international celebrations of the United Nations Day of Vesak, a date
based on the cornerstone principles of the major world organization. When the United Nations was
established and its Charter was issued in 1945, after one of the most terrible episodes in modern history,
its main goal was to maintain international peace in the world through the practice of tolerance and
promoting life together as good neighbors. The Charter reaffirmed the people’s faith in fundamental
human rights such as the equality of all men and women.

The appreciation, sparked by the United Nations in 1999, of the Day of Vesak confirmed not only the
commitments of the organization and its members with the basic and fundamental rights but the
message and principles of Buddha such as compassion and devotion to the service of humanity, just as
mentioned by the former Secretary-General Javier Perez de Cuellar in 1986.

This year’s Conference theme: “The Buddha’s Enlightenment for the Well-Being of Humanity” matches
perfectly with the letter and spirit of the United Nations Charter. Peace and Well-Being are closely related
concepts for the benefit of the Humankind that must be reminded on a daily basis, Each country by itself
and together with the UN, should work towards this end, because the well-being of the peaple means
peace to the world as a whole,

In Thailand, along with the celebrations of the United Nations Day of Vesak, 2012 it has another
important significance: the 80" and 60™ Birthday anniversaries of HM the Queen and HM the Crown
Prince which mark a great moment of happiness for Thais and foreign people living in the Kingdom.

I welcome the Ninth International Conference on the United Nations Day of Vesak and congratulate the
organizers, the Government of Thailand and the United Nations QOrganization on the support for this year
celebrations in Bangkok, especially to the International Council for Day of Vesak (ICDV), the International
Association of Buddhist Universities and the organizer in Thailand, the Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya
University,

Sincerely yours,

Amb. Jorge Chen
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Congratulatory Message
from H.E. Mr. Luvsandoo Dashpurev,
the Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of Mongolia
to the Kingdom of Thailand and Permanent Representative of Mongolia to United
Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific

On this special occasion of celebrating the 9 United Nations Day of Vesak Celebrations 2012, I
would like to offer my heartfelt congratulations to everybody who gathered in Ayutthaya and
Bangkok these days. I wish to thank the Royal Thai Government and
Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University for hosting and organizing this important event.

Recognition of the Day of Vesak by the General Assembly as an International day of the United
Nations was a milestone for the world Buddhists in commemoration of Birth, Enlightenment and
Passing Away of Buddha.

I believe that teachings of Buddha can highly contribute to the international community in
overcoming current challenges in the path for inclusive and sustainable economic and social
development and achievement of the Millennium Development Goals.

Let us take the opportunity of this special day to recommit ourselves to the cause of compassion
and kindness, moderation and tolerance, non-violence and peace - values of Buddhism which are
reflected in the principles of the United Nations.

People of Mongolia share those universal values and their ideals of harmonious and peaceful
coexistence are influenced by their Buddhist history and culture.

I wish you joyful celebrations and successful debates!

May 2012
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Message

| am pleased to learn that Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University
(MCU) is organizing 9th International Conference and Celebration on the
occasion of United Nations Day of Vesak 2012/2555 in Thailand from 31 May
to 2 June 2012 being the Royal Thai Government as the host to the
Celebration Program and Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University as
principal organizer. On this occasion, on behalf of the Embassy of Nepal and
my own behalf | would like to express warmest congratulations and best
wishes to MCU and the Royal Thai Government.

| am also gratified to find the theme of the 2012 celebrations as" The
Buddha's Enlightenment for the Well-being of Humanity". Buddhism directs
human being towards peace, happiness and well-being as Lord Buddha says
the quality of life depends not upon external development or material
progress, but upon the inner development of peace and happiness.

Nepal and Thailand share common values in Buddhism. Lumbini, the
birth place of Lord Buddha, is a symbol of strong religious and cultural ties
between us. | am confident that this event would help collaborate and
disseminate Buddhism for peace and the betterment of human being.

On the occasion of the 80th Birthday of Her Majesty the Queen and the
60" Birthday of His Royal Highness the Crown Prince of Thailand | would like
to extend cordial felicitations and best wishes for personal health and
happiness of Her Majesty the Queen and His Royal Highness Crown Prince.

Finally, | would like to express best wishes for the successful
completion of the celebration of United Nations Day of Vesak 2012/2555.

Dornath Aryal
Charge d' Affaires a.i.
Embassy of Nepal, Bangkok
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UNITED NATIONS DAY OF VESAK CELEBRATIONS 2012/B.E. 2555

On the auspicious occasion of the United Nations Day of Vesak, I
would like to extend my sincere good wishes to Thai Buddhists and
Buddhists all over the world.

This year marks the 2600" anniversary of Buddhajayanti. The
Teachings and Wisdom of Lord Buddha are as pertinent and relevant today
as they were over two millennia ago. The precepts of moderation, appeal
to reason and open-mindedness, and the respect for equality are important
and useful reminders of what is needed to transcend our differences and
embrace our commonalities.

Buddhism teaches people that we are all part of an inter-connected
community, and that one action feeds another and affects all others. This
has been magnified by technology, as we become more closely connected
and more integrated with each passing day and the effects of something
happening far away can be felt in an instance. We must be more aware
and even more mindful of our actions and how they can affect others.

As a multi-ethnic and muilti-religious country, Singapore is fortunate
that we have the commitment and contributions of Buddhists and believers
of other faiths in safeguarding religious harmony, tolerance and mutual
respect for all faiths in our nation.

As we come together to celebrate the United Nations Day of Vesak, let
us also reach out to friends of other faiths to foster better understanding
and celebrate our diversity.

Mrs Chua Siew San
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of
the Republic of Singapore to the Kingdom of Thailand
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Embassy of the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka
Ocean Tower II, 13t Floor, No.75/6-7, Sukhumvit Soi 19, Bangkok 10110

I deem it an honour and privilege to send this message to the souvenir to be published to mark the
9" United Nations Day of Vesak — 2012 / 2555 under the theme “the Buddha’s enlightenment for the
well-being of humanity”. It is held in conjunction with the auspicious occasion of the 80" birthday of
Her Majesty the Queen Sirikit and the 60" birthday of His Majesty the Crown Prince of the Kingdom
of Thailand.

Vesak Full Moon Day which emphasizes the Birth, Enlightenment and the Passing (Parinibbana) of
Lord Buddha is most sacred to Buddhists all over the world. As a Buddhist myself I am happy to send
my greetings on this very special occasion. The Buddhists in Sri Lanka participate in many religious
activities described as ‘Daana’ (giving alms), ‘Seela’ (morality) and ‘Bhavana’ (meditation) in all
temples. Although many of us are Buddhists we are so mostly through custom, not through informed
awareness. Thus, the theme of this year’s celebrations holds a special relevance to modern society.

The giving up of all evil, the cultivation of the good, cleansing of one’s mind is what Buddha taught,
while compassion and wisdom are the guiding principles. The Great Teacher taught the Four Holy
Truths which indicate the range of suffering, its origin, its cessation, and the way which leads to its
cessation, being the essence and the distillation of Buddhism. All of us who respect this Great
Teacher should join our hearts in cleansing and charting the path of the religion. We also must take
refuge in Buddha, Dhamma, Sangha. Never before has the need been greater for all of us to
remember the great message today, “No one can save us but ourselves. Walk on the path, Buddha
only shows us the way”.

Buddhism is also called the Religion of Peace. We live in an age of conflict and war of hatred and
violence all over the world. So on this great and sublime day let all of us dedicate ourselves to reject
all sinful deeds and practice the teachings of Lord Buddha by spreading loving kindness to all human
beings and creatures for “Darkness cannot be dispelled by darkness but by brightness, Hatred cannot
be overcome with hatred but by loving kindness”. It was to serve all living beings that the Buddha
was motivated by boundless compassion, strove for 45 years to spread his sublime message to bring
everlasting happiness to all creatures that are born. It is only by spreading happiness and loving
kindness selflessly that we can be truly happy within ourselves.

One can never gain happiness by destroying other’s happiness but by giving happiness and peace to
others, for the most noble path one can follow is the path of compassion. This means doing one’s
utmost to ease the suffering of the world we live in and doing everything in our power to reduce that
suffering in others. All human beings need a set of customs and traditions which one respects
reverently. Whatever religion, you must sincerely adhere to it. One should respect and understand
the religious beliefs and practices of others. We should endeavour to join hands with those of other
religions to resolve conflicts and to promote friendship and peace.

I would like to take this opportunity to thank the Government of the Kingdom of Thailand, the United
Nations Conference Centre in Bangkok and the Office of the International Council of the United
Nations Day of Vesak for their contribution in organizing the 9" United Nations Day of Vesak in
Thailand. My special appreciation goes to the Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University of Thailand
for hosting this important event.

May there be everlasting peace for all human being. May your hearts be filled with loving kindness.

May the blessings of the Noble Triple Gem be upon all !

oot

General S.H.S. Kottegoda WWV, RWP, RSP, VSV, USP
Ambassador for Sri Lanka in Thailand
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Schweizerische Eidgenossenschaft Embassy of Swiizerland in Thalland
Confédération suisse Schweizerische Botschaft in Thalland
Ambassade de Sulsse en Thallande

Confederazione Svizzera Ambasciata Svizzera in Thailandia
Confederaziun svizra

Congratulatory Message of H.E. Mrs. Christine Schraner Burgener,
Ambassador of Switzerland to Thailand

on the occasion of the United Nations Day of Vesak Celebrations 2012

Bangkok, 18" April 2012

It is my great pleasure to congratulate you on the occasion of the UN Day of “Vesak”,
celebrating the Birth, Enlightenment and Passing away of the Buddha. The international
community is thus reconfirming the place of Buddhism among the world religions. Religions, and
especially Buddhism with the Dharma given by its great Founder, play a unique role in fostering
peace among the peoples.

Among the many riches and beauties of Thai culture, the local expression of the Buddhist
religion is one of the features that most appeal to the Western visitor. The festivai of "Visakha
Puja” is one of its most beautiful expressions. It is thanks to the present Chakri Dynasty, and its
fourth Monarch, King Mongkut (Rama 1V), that this religious festival was reinstated in its full glory
in Thailand.

My special thanks go to the Mahachulalongkomrajavidyalaya University (MCU) for being
our most graceful host on this memorable day.

Christine Schraner Burgener
Ambassador of Switzerland te Thailand
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EMBASSY OF TIIE SOCTALIST REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM

BANGKOK

Wednesday, May 09, 2012

I am greatly honored to send my congratulatory message to the 9™ United Nations
Day of Vesak Celebration. The cvent is to be held in Thailand from May 31% and 1-2 June
2012 under the topic of  the Buddha's Enlightenment for the Well- Being of Humanity” in
conjunction with the suspicious occasion of the 80th Birthday of Her Majesty of Queen Sirikit
and the 60" Birthday of His Majesty the Crown Prince of Thailand.

As you may be aware of, in a resolution passed by the United Nations’ General
Assembly on Deccmber 15, 1999, it was decided to celebrate the thrice-sacred day of Vesak
in the month of May, Since then, the United Nations Day of Vesak has become the world
religious and cultural festival. '

The United Nations Day of Vesak is aimed at respecting the Buddha's idcological
values for peace, reconciliation, harmony, love and mercy.

The United Nations Day of Vesak has been & world wide public activity, which is held
annually in May. The event is organized with participation of various Buddhist factions from
all over the world. This is an opportunity for Buddhists to gct together to remember, and
celebrate the Birth, Enlightenment and Passing away of the Sakyamuni Buddha. At the same
time, we will take this good chance to share our point of views and encourage each other in
learning, working, thus integrating the Buddha’s progressive idea into life.

In celebrating the United Nations Day of Vesak, wc will together maintain the new
relations, consolidate our unity, and friendship relations to build a better life, the Buddhist
sanctuary in the real world, contributing to the prevention of confiicts, national reconciliations
and alleviation of poverty and pains in the social life, thus leading the people to a happy and
peaceful life.

May the United Nations Day of Vesak Celebration this year be a great success.

H.E.Mr. NGO DUC THANG
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of
The Socialist Republic of Viet Nam to the Kingdom of Thailand
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GRUPO ZEN VIENTO DEL SUR
DIAMOND SANGHA LINEAGE
ARGENTINA

May 10, 2012

Congratulatory message

It is a great honor to participate in this celebration
commemorating the Buddha's Enlightenment.

We would like to express our profound gratitude to the event's
organizers: The Supreme Sangha Council, the Royal Thai Government,
and the Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University.

It is a blessing to share the Dharma in these times when the
poisons of greed, hate, and ignorance seem to be so powerful and

pervasive.

May all the effort put forth by the organization of this event
contribute to alleviate the suffering of all beings.

May the light of the Dharma emanating from this beacon in
Thaliand illuminate the three times and the ten directions.

May the true Dharma continue.

Palms together,
Ricardo Toledo

Presidente Fundacion Maitreya
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£1% ARMENIAN BUDDHIST CENTER

’?}meﬁ\% Date: 27 Apr, 2012

Congratulatory message on the occasion of celebrating the
thrice-sacred day of Vesak from the Buddhists of the
Republic of Armenia.

Your Holiness, all Venerable Sangha, Distinguished Delegates, and Dhamma Friends!

It is a great honour for me to convey best wishes and warmest greetings from all the
Buddhist people of the Republic of Armenia to the Supreme Sangha, to the people of
Thailand and to all Buddhists as well as to all the people of good will worldwide with the
thrice-sacred day of Vesak.

I would like to sincerely express deep gratitude to Thai Sangha and Mahachulalongkorn
University for the opportunity to present the Republic of Armenia in the conference and to
celebrate this grand festive occasion among so many Venerable Buddhist Monks and Nuns
and high scholars from all over the world.

The theme of this conference is the Buddha’s Enlightenment for the Well-Being of Humanity.
This theme is very relevant today, because the concept of well-being is increasingly being
understood as distorted. The Great Teacher has very convincingly shown that well-being
cannot be achieved by money-grubbing, harming other living beings, an indifferent or a
merely consumer attitude towards our Earth as well as by anything that is so often and
persistently advocated by various forces, trying to direct the humanity towards its
transformation exclusively into consumer societies.

Therefore, all actions aimed at changing the mindset of those people who are capable to hear
and understand the doctrine of the Blessed One, is that it is able to put off the times of
decline and spiritual impoverishment, of which the Buddha said.

The Enlightened One has made an invaluable gift to humanity, revealing the true path to
prosperity and enduring happiness. Not less significant gift was the creation of the monastic
Sangha which has carefully preserved and brought His Doctrine to us.

As in ancient times, the Sangha is now doing very much that His ideas and His approach to
reality were distributed among intelligent people, and benefited by awakening kindness,
mercy and peace in their minds.

From this point of view, what is being done to achieve this goal during the conference with
the invaluable assistance of the Thai Sangha, the Thai people and His Majesty of the King, is
difficult to overestimate.

I wish this conference to proceed with the utmost success and fulfillment of all aims.

May all beings be well and Happy!

“" Dr. Artashes K. Ghazaryan
President

Armenian Buddhist Center

Vi
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Theravada Group in Minsk, Republic of Belarus
Date: 05. 05. 2012
Congratulatory message

Dear Venerable monks and Dhamma Friends

On the behalf of Theravada Buddhists in Belarus let me express my joy of being here with all
of you and extend congratulations on the thrice-sacred day of Vesak celebrating the Birth,
Enlightenment and Passing away of the Shakyamuni Buddha. As we know the theme of
the celebration this year is the Buddha's Enlightenment for the Well-Being of Humanity.

In my country there are a few unofficial Buddhist groups of different traditions like Tibetan
Vajrayana and Theravada. Still Buddha Dhamma is perceived as something exotic and
mysterious by most of people. Nevertheless, some people get in touch with Buddhism though
different channels like yoga, martial arts and travelling in Buddhist countries.

Well-being includes not only economic but psychological aspect as well. A person cannot be
happy with his or her mind full of fear, uncertainty, envy, anger, etc. even if the material life
is stable and promising. Buddhism deals with mind. Without happy, joyful and peaceful mind
happiness is not possible. Indeed, the essence of Buddha's teaching is search for happiness
and well-being of those who practice Buddhists methods.

With time Buddhist nations added something their own to the external or ritualistic aspect of
Buddhism. However, the essence of the Dhamma is universal, it not limited to a particular
region, culture or time period and this makes Dhamma become popular in the world because
it touches upon suffering and happiness issue.

No wonder that today Buddha's teaching reaches almost all corners of the world not
owing to aggressive missionary policy adopted by some monotheistic cults but because it
appeals to a human being’s search for the peace of mind and freedom from fear of the
death.

May all beings be happy and well and may Buddha Dhamma prevail in the world!
Andrei Dzmitryieu

Co-founder of Theravada Group in Minsk
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ASOCIACION DE BUDISMO TIBETANO SAKYA TASHI LING - BOLIVIA

Autoridad Espiritual: Su Santidad Sakya Trizin
Direccion Espiritual: Muy Ven. Lama Jamyang Tashi Dorje Rinpoché
Registro Nacional de Culto 364—Personeria Juridica 769

La Paz, 10th May, 2012

The Most Venerable Prof. Dr. Dharmakosajarn
President International Council of
United Nations Day of Vesak

Excellencies,

It is a great privilege for me to partipate in the celebration of the t 9th International Celebration on
the Occasion of United Nations Day of Vesak 2012/2555 in Thailandia organized by
Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University (MCU) , in Ocasion of a Special day where we will be
celebrating the Birth, Enlightenment and Passing away of the Sakyamuni Buddha, the thrice sacred
day, Vesak.

On behalf of our Master, Ven. Jamyang Tashi Dorje Rinpoche, we express our sincere thanks for

this invitation to us and we fill sincere hope that the precious happiness forever accompaign them
in all their actions.

Yours in Dharma.

Fernando Antufia
Delegate Bolivia
Budhist Monks Sakya Tashi Ling

Asociacion de Budismo Tibetano Sakya Tashi Ling Bolivia
Calle Ascarrunz N° 2626 — Sopocachi
Teléfono: (591)2-422241
(591)72060033 -70510931 — 70697857
E-mail: stibolivia@hotmail.com
www.sakyapa.org/bolivia
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PARO COLLEGE OF EDUCATION

ROYAL UNIVERSITY OF BHUTAN % &
Rebyal Unndtsity of Brutan FARU: BHUTAN ETE‘%mﬂﬂd
PCE/ADM (17)2011-2012/ Date: 10" May 2012

CONGRATULATORY MESSAGE
UNITED NATIONS DAY OF VESAK CELEBRATIONS & BUDDHIST
CONFERENACE 2012/B.E 2555

This small note comés all the way from the land of Thunder Dragon, Bhutan, This is
mainly to congratulate, the Royal Thal Government for being able to host ence again such a blg
International event ‘9" International Celebration of United Nations Day of Vesak 2012’
1t is really & great event for the benefit of all the sentient beings an this Earth. Indeed, we, the
people of Bhutan feel very proud that such a big and holy event s being celebrated in Thailand
afd had been hosting the same since 2004. We are also happy and proud that
Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University being the principal organizer for such a huge and
important event.

Therefore, on behalf of all the peaple from Bhutan and on my own behalf would like ta
once again 'CONGRATULATE' the Royal Thai Gowernment for accepting such a holy event to take
place in the country. Such an event not enly benefit the people of your country but also all those
participants from all over the weorld, This way, the theme for the 2012 celebrations The
Buddha's Enlightenment for the Well-Being of Humanity' really match with the holy
intention of the Royal Thal Government being ever willing to host the very event for almost §
yedrs since 2004,

May Lord Buddha Bless the country and the people with showers of peace and happiness!

Thank you and Trashi Dhelek!

s

(Lgvén Rigzin)
Manager
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MNalanda Buddhist
i Center of Brazil

"u www.nalanda.org.br

Nalanda Center for Buddhist Studies
http://nalanda.org.br
nalanda@nalanda.org.br
r. Albita 194/701 — Cruzeiro
30310-160 Belo Horizonte/MG
Brazil

May 10™, 2012

Congratulatory Message from Brazil

Distinguish participants of the 2012 United Nations Day of Vesak and Buddhist Conference.

Here we are meeting again in friendship under the auspices of Sangha Supreme Council of
Thailand, the Royal Thai Government, and the Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University to
celebrate together the most important day for Buddhists all around the world. “The Buddha’s
Enlightenment for the Well-Being of Humanity” is the theme for our celebrations this year.
And what a joy to see that the message of the Buddha is as worthy as ever to convey
happiness to the world!

Though we come from different traditions, countries and cultures, still the Four Noble Truths
that animate the Teachings can heal us all if we are wise and energetic in the application of
such holy medicine. Nalanda Center for Buddhist Studies was created exactly to spread this
medicine in the Portuguese language countries, providing a wealth of resources to help the
suffering beings to understand and come out of their miseries. It is our distinct pleasure and
honour to join the larger Sangha to celebrate the great legacy of our Teacher.

May all beings be happy and aim for liberation,

Dhammacariya Ricardo Sasaki
(mahasaddhammajotikadhaja)

Director of Nalanda Center for Buddhist Studies, Brazil
Rua Albita 194 / 701 — 30310-160

Belo Horizonte MG

http://nalanda.org.br

email: nalanda@nalanda.org.br

tel: +55.31.9651.6369
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AFER
RovAL ROADS
UNIVERSITY

2005 Sooke Road, Victoria, British Columbia, Canada

May 4, 2012

Congratulatory Message from Royal Roads University, Canada

Royal Roads University is honoured to be part of the 9" International Celebration on the Occasion of
United Nations Day of Vesak 2012/2555.

As a university, we believe education — the sharing of knowledge and human experience — plays an
important role in fulfilling this year’s theme: “Buddha’s Enlightenment for the Well-Being of Humanity”.

Many of our educational programs focus on enabling students to bring positive change to their lives,
workplaces and communities.

We try to do our part to help students develop the ability to resolve conflicts and work towards the
development of a more harmonious and compassionate world. Through understanding and compassion
new partnerships and more collaborative and creative solutions emerge that help us face the challenges
of an ever changing global society.

We look forward to this international gathering of Buddhists and laymen, researchers and educators and
the new partnerships and collaborative efforts that will be formed as part of the sharing of knowledge
and life experience.

Congratulations to all those participating in and observing this year’s celebrations and thank you to the
Most Venerable Prof. Dr. Phra Dharmakosajarn for inviting Royal Roads University to be a part of this
special occasion.

Dr. Allan Cahoon

President and Vice-Chancellor
Royal Roads University

Dr. Gregory Cran

Business Development Director
Office of Vice President Global Advancement, Marketing & Business Development

76




INSTITUTO DE DIFUSION BUDISTA (CHILE)
La Concepcion 109 Santiago Chile
P.C. 7500010

institutobudista@gmail.com www.dharmachile.cl

Venerable Sangha,

From the Buddhist sangha in Chile we extend a sincere and warm
greetings to all members of the Lord Buddha's Honorable Sangha which
meets again in Thailandia to celebrate a new year Anniversary of the

Birth, Enlightenment and Passing away of Lord Buddha, Vesak 2012.

We welcome especially all the sponsors and supporters of this great
celebration, especially Thailandia‘'s Honorable Sangha,

the authorities of the Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University,
The Royal Thai Government and

United Nations leaders involved in this universal celebration.

In Chile since the year 2009 we are organizing and celebrating the
Vesak Day, inspired by the universal celebration of United Nations and
with the valuable support of our spiritual guidance of Ven. Bhikkhu
Nandisena, who displays a remarkable service in propagation of
Buddha Dhamma in the Buddhist communities of Spanish-speaking

countries, especially in Central and South America.

Prof. Humberto Barahona
Director

Instituto de Difusion Budista (Chile)
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FO GUANG SHAN CONGO
25 rue lémba, quartier mouyondzi (arrondissement 3 tié- tié)

Pointe-Noire, CongoBrazzaville.

Mercredi ,09 mai 2012.

Chers fréres et sceurs réunies parle noble enseignement du bouddha,

Bonjour !

Aujourd’hui, nous célébrons en toute unité, avec la présence de toute les nations unies, la 9°
célébration de la journée de VESAK. Une journée pas comme les autres, car en cette journée est
inclue toute I'histoire du bouddha Sakyamuni : sa naissance, son illumination et son entrée au

nirvana.

[}
A cette occasion, nous tenons tout d’abord de remercier le THATAGATA, car sans sa manifestation
nous ne serions pas ici en ce jour. Et nous remercions aussi le conseil suprémedusangha, qui a
présent plus de 2500 ans a toujours conservé sans faille le trésor laissé par le BOUDDHA.

Ainsi, nous avons le deveir de savoir que : si le prince SIDDHARTA s’était engagé dans la voie de |a
perfection, jusqu’a devenir le BOUDDHA SAKYAMUNI, ¢’était justement pour que I'humanité puisse
vivre une vie paisible et pleine de bonheur, Car omniscient gu’il était, il connaissait que si I'homme
réalisait la paix en lui, la terre toute entiére sera imbue d’'une atmosphére de bonheur. C'est
pourquoi nous tenons a dire, chers fréres et sceurs réunies en ces lieux, que le monde jusqu’a
maintenant n’a jamais connu une paix absolue. Pour cela, nous rappelonsatoutes les nations ici

présentesmémes, que nous sommes les acteurs de la gestion de notre sphére en plein destruction.

Et donc ce n’est pas en faisant du mal a I'autre que le bonheur s’installera mais en excluant I'idée
de l'autrui. Pour nous qui venons de I'Afrique,précisément du CongoBrazzaville, nous lan¢ons un
appel d’aide, de force et de dynamisme de toute nature pour asseoir et propager le dharma dotée
d’une réputation inexpressive sur la terre toute entiére.
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DHARMALORKA

Chan Buddhist Community Croatia

Dordiceva 23, 10000 Zagreb, Croatia

May 10 2012

Congratulatory Message for the United Nations Day of Vesak Celebrations & Buddhist
Conference 2012/B.E. 2555

Venerable monks, venerable nuns,
Distinguished delegates and guests
Ladies and gentlemen
Friends in the Dharma

It gives me great honour and pleasure to extend to you all warm greetings and best wishes on behalf
of the Chan Buddhist Community Dharmaloka and Buddhist centre Zagreb, Croatia. | wish that our
dedicated hosts and organizers of this most important occasion in the Buddhist calendar have yet
another successful celebration of Vesakh which is to be held in the Kingdom of Thailand.

Also, I would like to express my deep gratitude for the invitation to attend this celebration.

Along with the importance of marking the historical event of Buddha'’s enlightenment, the significance
of Vesakh is notably reflected in the meaning which that event has for us here and today.
Remembering the enlightenment of Buddha Shakyamuni is also remembering the potential which is
present in every each one of us and the possibility of its realization.

However, the subject of the conference “The Buddha’s enlightenment for the well-being of humanity”
reminds us that Buddhist enlightenment is not a solitary affair, achieved for one’s own benefit.
Buddha shared his deep insight and compassionately helped those around him to ease their struggles
and alleviate their sufferings.

The world today is still struggling and suffering. It is becoming a smaller place packed with sometimes
disturbing differences. It is not only struggling with the economic crisis, it is also confronted with a
moral, spiritual and ecological crisis. We need to think about ways in which Buddhist wisdom can offer
solutions for tackling problems in those areas.

Buddha Dharma is broad and deep, based on universal principles which can be applied both on an
individual level as well as on social and global levels. I am convinced that this celebration of Vesakh as
well as the Conference will make an important contribution for both establishing a deeper harmony
between Buddhist leaders from around the world and for finding effective application of Buddha'’s
insight for problems of today’s world.

Yours in the Dharma,
Karmen Mihalinec

Director
Buddhist centre Zagreb, Croatia
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qiri Hazlbauer

Vrazne may 8th 2012
Dear
%aﬁacﬁu(a[ongkommjavie(ya[aya University

Listening to the birds on this sunny c{ay, typing this letter in the courtyarc[ of our Zen
Center, 1 fee( gmteﬁe[ for the teacﬁings of Buddha and for the genemu'ons of teachers
aﬁer him, which have cﬁangecf my ﬁfe. Here in the Czech R@ouﬁfic, Buddhism is a new
eligion, but is very strong and influential in the spirituality of our nation. Here,
“practice is done in rented apartments, houses in the countryside, and a few of our
groups are fortunate enough to have their own places. We are lucky that traditions
from many different Buddhist cultures have come to our country, so that even in such

a small }a[ace, we can share many forms cf the Dharma and ﬁeﬁo each other grow and
‘Walk the }mtﬁ of the Bodhisattva and become Buddha.

Such an event as the international c{ay of Vesak is an amazing oyjoortunity for all of
“us to come from the corners of the world where the teaching of Buddha Shakyamuni
has reached, in order to share the Dharma and our experiences from different cultures.
This can show us how rich a tradition this old can be, and how the action of one man
driven by the simple question “what am 1" can change the world and lives of millions!

Tm nfu(y honored to be part of this year’s celebration (f Vesak in Thailand and wish

You great success with the conference.
“Yours in the Dharma,

Jiri Hazlbauer

Abbot

Vrazne Zen Center - Kwan Um School @( Zen Czech ‘Reyuﬁ(ic
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Jiz6 Zendo
Calle Bernardo de Legarda y Rafael Salas

Cuenca, May 2, 2012

Our most sincere congratulations to the Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya
University and The Kingdom of Thailand for the 9" celebration of the United
Nations day of Vesak

It's a pleasure for us to participate in such a wonderful event. It's a great feeling, surpassing
space and time, to be together in the path of consciousness and understanding, and joining
Buddhists from around the World in this celebration of Buddha, Dharma and Sangha.

This year's theme: “The Buddha's Enlightenment for the Well-Being of Humanity”
undoubtedly gives us the feeling that we are part of one reality in the universe and the
kindness, the happiness and understanding we attain individually reflects in a cosmic scope.

Two thousand six hundred years after the Buddha's awakening, we truly feel that His
teachings are indeed a unique and precious gift which will enrich our lives and will pave the
way for the awakening of all sentient beings. We at the Zendo are happy about doing our
part in sharing the Buddha dharma with the people in Ecuador.

We are very thankful with the Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University and The Kingdom
of Thailand for inviting us to this celebration that will certainly enrich the attendants’ lives
with more energy as we continue walking in the path of the Buddha with a smile. Thanks!

From the Andes of Ecuador we salute all our friends Thai Buddhists and Buddhists from

around the World, and renew our commitment to sincerely practice the Buddha's teachings so
we might do our part in the construction of a peaceful, colorful, wiser and happier world.

Together in the Dharma,

Joaquin Lépez Abad

Member of Jizd6 Zendo
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Comunidad Budista

PRACTICA ZEN

COMUNIDAD DE LA PLENA CONCIENCIA
EL SALVADOR

April , 2012

THE BUDDHA'S ENLIGHTMENT FOR THE WELL BEING OF HUMANITY

Most Venerable Prof. Dr.Phra Dharmakosajarn:

It is with much joy that we receive the news of the Vesak Celebration.

It is indeed a great blessing that this memorable day be held up to this day and has the support
of the Royal Thai Government and the MahachulalongkornrajavidyalayaUniversity.

Please receive from our hearts our deepest gratittude for sharing this moment with us.

May all beings have happiness and the cause of happiness.
May all beings be free from suffering and the causes of suffering.
May all beings have that happiness that is totally free from suffering.

May all beings rest in the great equanimity , free from detachment and aversion.

Yours in the Dharmma,

Director

Maria Elena Sol

73, Avenida Norte # 252, Colonia Escaldn, San Salvador, El Salvador, C.A.
E- mail: maelsol@integra.com.sv, Telf. (503) 2223-67-67 y 22633798
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/ \ ADDRESS: LUHA 1, 10129 TALLINN, ESTONIA
‘ PHONE: (+372) 6 536 969

E-MAIL: INFO@BUDAKODA.EE
TRIRATNA BUDDHIST CENTRE IN ESTONIA WEB-SITE: WWW.BUDAKODA.EE

26.04.2012

Congratulatory message of the Triratna Buddhist Community in Estonia on the occasion
of the United Nations Day of Vesak Celebration 2012

| am very honoured to be able to participate in the 2012 celebrations of the thrice holy day of Vesak,
bringing together Buddhists from all over the world and from different denominations.

The theme for 2012 celebrations, Buddha's Enlightenment for the Well-Being of Humanity, underlines
the very essence of Buddha's teaching: its message of liberation and compassion was, and continues
to be, addressed to the whole humankind, extending the limitations of time, space, religious
traditions, nationality or gender. This invaluable teaching is getting more and more support in the
northern and eastern regions of Europe, the part of the world where | come from.

On behalf of the Triratna Buddhist Community in Tallinn, as well as of all Buddhists in Estonia, |
would like to express my gratitude and congratulations to the Royal Thai Government and to
Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University for all their efforts towards making this celebration a
success. | hope to be able to take the inspiration and knowledge gained during this event back to my
home country and share them for the benefit of furthering Buddhism and for the happiness of all.

I would like to give my special thanks to the organising committee and hosts for making the
realisation of such an important event possible.

With metta,
Yours in the Dharma,

Katrin Kivimaa

Trustee

Triratna Buddhist Community
Estonia
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Date May 9, 2012

Dear Most Venerable Professor Dharmakosajarn,

For many years the Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya, under your able and
enlightened guidance, has been organizing the most sacred Vesak ceremony, which is
an excellent occasion for making known the Buddhist values to the world at large.
These values, which can be adopted by all irrespective of the traditions they belong to,
have a great role to play in the solution of the multifarious problems the world is
faced with today. I very heartily congratulate you for organizing once again Vesak,
despite difficulties, in the eminently Buddhist land that is Thailand.

Yours in the Dharma,

Kamaleswar Bhattacharya, Docteur ¢s Lettres
Retired Professor of Sanskrit
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MESSAGE

It gives me immense pleasure to extend my Congratulatory message on the
auspicious occasion of the celebration of the 9" UN Day of 'Vesak' in Ayutthaya and
Bangkok, Thailand from 31% May-Zm June, 2012. I congratulate the organizers for
celebrating this historic and eventful day which reminds us of the purposeful life,
teachings and contribution of Lord Buddha towards entire human civilization.

The theme for the 2012 Vesak celebrations is the Buddha's Enlightenment for
the Well Being of Humanity and on this occasion the words of first Nobel laureate of
the Republic of India, Gurudev Rabindra Nath Tagore, who travelled all over the world
many times with the message of universal brotherhood naturally discovered an affinity
of mission and declared emphatically with regard the Universal teachings of Lord Buddha,
I quote;

"Buddhism was the first spiritual force known to us in history which drew closer
together such a large number of races separated by most difficult barriers of distance,
by differences of language and custom, by various degrees and divergent types of
civilization. It had its motive power notin international commerce, nor in empire-building,
nor a scientific curiosity, nor in a migratory impulse to occupy fresh territory. It was
a purely disinterested effort to help mankind forward to its final goal".

Iam sure that the organizers of the 'Vesak Day' have been successful in creating
due awareness much needed for peace and harmony for the well-being of Humanity,
during the 2600" Year of Enlightenment of Lord Buddha throughout the world. I on
behalf of the people of Bihar and on behalf of the followers of the Dhamma convey
my good wishes for the great success of the event and once again congratulate the
organizers of the Vesak Day.

May all beings be happy, be peaceful and contented. »\)%C

o

Devanand Konwar
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Nava Nalanda Mahavihara,
(Deemed University)
Nalanda — 803111, Bihar, India
Date: 03.05.2012

Congratulatory Message

I am deeply honored to extend my Congratulatory message on the auspicious occasion of
celebration of 2600" Year of Enlightenment of Lord Buddha. I congratulate the organizers for
celebrating this historic and eventful day which is related to His birth, enlightenment and passing
away and make us aware of his purposeful life, teachings, achievements and contribution towards
entire human civilization.

At this moment I am reminded of the Great Event of the Enlightenment of the Buddha that
not only transformed the life of Siddhartha Gotama but has inspired millions of others to dedicate
themselves to the process of “Waking Up”. For this ‘Waking Up’ the Buddha preached the Dhamma,
the Universal Medicine for all type of suffering.

I am also reminded of the first sermon which Lord Buddha gave to the five mendicants
(Paficavaggiya Bhikkhu) at Saranath which is known today as ‘Dhammacakkappavattana Sutta’. In
this discourse He rightly gave the essence of his teachings and called it the ‘dhamma’. It was in this
discourse that he set out the Four Noble Truths and the Eight Fold Path, popularly known as the
‘Middle Path’ for Bafwujana hitaya, bahujana sukhaya, for the welfare of many and for the
happiness of many.

Truly speaking well-being of humanity is only possible with Peace and Harmony; and that
cannot be attained until the mind is set free. The dhamma actually provides a therapy for the
freeing of the mind from mental defilement. Modern society seems to have aggravated rather than
lessened the need for purification of mind. The pace of change has quickened, and external pressure
on individuals has increased. A balanced mind, created by a true understanding of the world and
man's place in it, coupled with the practice of the dhamma, could well serve as a true remedy. This
fact is self proven and experienced by many of us.

Being the 2600™ year of enlightenment of Lord Buddha, I am happy that the organizers of
the ‘Vesak Day’ have kept the appropriate theme for the 2012 celebrations as the Buddha's
Enlightenment for the Well-Being of Humanity and has been able to create great awareness much
needed for creating harmony and peace throughout the world. I on behalf of the Nava Nalanda
Mahavihara (Deemed University), Nalanda and on behalf of the followers of the Dhamma send my
good wishes for the success of the event and once again congratulate the organizers for celebrating
the Vesak Day in a befitting manner.

L e

Dr. Ravindra Panth
Director,

Nava Nalanda Mahavihara
(Deemed University),
Nalanda — 803111, Bihar,
INDIA

May all beings be happy!

86

1

o,

O



Residence (Postal Address):
# B - 61, Brij Enclave Colony,

Dr. Siddharth Singh

Assoctate (Pere‘gsor , = PO :Sunderpur,
Dept. of Pali & Buddhist Studies e): VARANASI-221005, UP, INDIA
Faculty of Arts e Phone (R): (+091)-0542-2317 544
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* Fulbright Senior Research Fellow, USA, 2011-12
* Awardee of Vadarayan Vyas President Award,
2005

* Japan Foundation Fellow, 2003-4

Date: May 6, 2012

Most Venerable Prof. Dr. Phra Dharmakosajarn and members of the UNDV Celebration Organizing
Committee,

It is a great honor for me to extend my hearty greetings to all of you for organizing the
United Nations Day of Vesak Celebrations and Buddhist Conference 2012. This program has
emerged as a model program and common platform not only for the Buddhists of the whole
world to share their ideas, views and vision in the last few years but also for all those who
believe in the humanistic values and spiritual treasure founded by the Buddha and followed and
propagated by later Buddhist sages.

The theme “The Buddha'’s Enlightenment for the Well being of Humanity” is well suited
for the present world as the crises generated by the enormity of three roots of evil (Akusala
Mii/a) namely, greed (Lobha), hatred (Dosa) and delusion (Moha) are leading the world towards
a devastating stage day by day and immediate steps, in the forms of physical (K3yika), verbal
(Vacika) and mental (Manasika) actions are inevitable to eradicate those problems. The Buddha's
enlightenment itself is the best example of the triumph of the human being’s resolution, efforts
and action and his teachings encompass each and every issue related to the well being of
humanity.

According to the Buddha's teachings, the welfare of human beings and Dhamma
-practices are inseparable. Buddhism asserts the need of breaking the mental barriers which may,
resultantly, break the social, cultural, economic and geographical barriers; bring the whole world
on a common platform to reflect upon the universal problems afflicting the society and such a
path of life may be a panacea for all the problems of this earth. I hope the learned scholars
gathering on this auspicious occasion and participating in the conference will certainly
contemplate over such issues to make a better and peaceful world.

I wish all the best wishes for the success of the celebration and the conference.

Yours in Dhamm

S Sy

" Siddharth Sirigh
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Dhamma Sanctuary and Meditation Centre
Regional Centre of the WFB
16 Miriyam Hahashmonait Tel-Aviv 62666, Israel

CONGRATULATORY MESSAGE FROM ISRAEL FOR THE 9th UN DAY OF VESAK 2012

BUDDHAJAYANTI: CELEBRATION OF 2600 YEARS OF THE BUDDHA'S ENLIGHTENMENT

31 May 2012

Dear Friends in the Dhamma,

It is with great pleasure and honor that we extend our deepest and warmest greetings to the
delegations, the organizing committee and to the government of the Kingdom of Thailand on this
auspicious occasion of the UNDV 2555/2012 in Ayuthaya and Bangkok.

In the name of the Israeli Buddhist Sangha, we congratulate the MCU devoted staff and Ven. Prof.
Dharmakosajarn for the heartfelt invitation. We are full of admiration and appreciation for the
determination and the good will to host such a complex and significant event year after year.

The conference is a wonderful opportunity for us to meet personally and learn directly from
experienced monks and scholars that share their knowledge and practice. As citizens of threatened
and threatening country, full of stress and suffering and far from the Buddha's wisdom, the
conference is a source of encouragement and mental strength for us. Living in the Middle East, we
bless the good Kamma of meeting the Buddha-Dhamma that help us to establish a life of
awareness and compassion. We try to convey and share the miracle that happened to us by
teaching meditation and suttas, inviting monks and lay teachers to Bhavana House, writing articles
and translating Dhamma books to Hebrew. Like the bhikkhu Punna (MN 145) that went to dwell and
practice in the Sunaparanta country, we feel that we need a lot of self control and peacefulness to
propagate the Dhamma in Israel.

The Dhamma for us is like clear and pure water with which we try to irrigate the dry soil in this
boiling political and social climate, to enable what has always been there to bloom. May our good
intentions bare fruits.

May all beings be free from suffering and live in peace

1ta aaqy— Pasher TRoe Gora—

Dr. Itamar Bashan, Dr. Thor Gonen,
Founders of Bhavana House and Dhamma teachers
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UNIONE BUDDHISTA ITALIANA

Ente Religioso riconosciuto con D.P.R. 3.1.1991

UNITED NATION VESAK CELEBRATION 2555/2012
The Buddha’s Enlightement for the Well-Being of Humanity

Rome 9 th May 2012

On behalf of the Italian Buddhist Union | express to the Supreme Sangha Council of Thailand , to the King of
Thailand H.M. Bhumibol Adulyadej , to the Royal Thai Government , to the organizers, the
Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University my deepest gratitude for their contribution to hosting the United
Nation Vesak Day 2012 in Bangkok.

Two and a half thousand years after his death, humanity is still drawing inspiration and hope from the
ancient teachings of the Blessed Sakyamuni Buddha.

In its essence the Buddhadharma has never been something to preserve as an untouchable relic, but live

teachings always open to the stimulus coming from different cultures of the countries where they are widely
spread. Suffering, the state of dissatisfaction tied to existence is common to all; it does not make a
difference and the teachings that are useful to overcome these are valid and applicable for all, Orientals and
Westerners.

During the time Dharma is spreading in different ways. On the whole, Italy and Europe do not have their
own Dharma tradition and are a very good laboratory for an “inter-Buddhist” encounter. There is no
background of disputes and diatribe among the various schools and so we can propose the Buddhadharma
connected to tradition but free from traditionalisms. Perhaps this is the task Europe has. It is young from the
Buddhist point of view but an “old” culture. It can create a new environment where the universal message of
the Buddha can find unity and fullness in diversity and richness in its manifold traditions.

The Dharma is a very tall mountain, and we are mountain climbers still in the foothills with a long way
to go to reach the top. What we need is the faith that the Dharma path will lead us to the top of the
mountain, the patience to persist day after day in climbing that path, and the diligence not to give up until
we reach the peak.

Work on one’s own mind, that is, changing attitude toward that which happens inside or outside of us, an
effort common to those who approach the teachings of the Buddha, is one of the aspects that denotes the
implanting of the Dharma in a new country. Spiritual work as the work of a good artisan requires attention,
perseverance, love and care for whatever one does. It has nothing to do with superficial external changes,
for it is an internal change. Openness and willingness take the place of old habits of attachment and
possessiveness to overcome mental unrest and egoistic isolation and to confront oneself with daily life in a
serene way. This confrontation shows us clearly the real level of our work with the mind and on its thought
process.May all our prayers and action spread the teachings of Sakyamuni Buddha and may they result in a
blossoming of compassion and loving kindness which alone will bring peace, love and happiness all over our
troubled world.

Prof. dr. Maria Angela Fala
Vice President
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Inner Trip
REIYUKAI International

Congratulatory Message

To the 9th United Nations Day of Vesak International Conference and Celebrations

Masakazu MATSUMOTO
Vice President of the Inner Trip Reiyukai International
Vice President of the International Council of the United Nations Day of Vesak

I would like to offer my hearty congratulations on the 9th United Nations Day of Vesak
International Conference and Celebrations.

I hear that, as it is just 2600 years since Buddha achieved Enlightenment, His
Enlightenment is commemorated in this year's celebrations and it is also deeply
involved with the theme of the conference. When we consider that the Vesak Day is
essentially the day to commemorate Buddha's birth, enlightenment and passing away,

this year's celebrations should naturally be very significant ones.

Buddha's enlightenment is the very origin of Buddhism. Without this great
achievement, Buddhism couldn't have existed in this world. All of Buddha's teachings
were born from the enlightenment, and spread through his sermons. Buddha
preached the teachings to people in various places in India, which took root in their
mind like the seeds sown in a field, shot up as sprouts, and have been blooming as a
world religion called Buddhism for 2600 years. We cannot thank Buddha enough for

the teachings he gave us.

On this occasion, we should consider the significance of His Enlightenment, the origin of
Buddhism, ask what it can mean for modern people, and make every endeavor to come,

if only a little, nearer to the enlightenment.

I extend my best wishes to the fruitful accomplishments and success of the 9th United

Nations Day of Vesak International Conference and Celebrations.

P e _————,

3 4
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This year is memorial year with the celebration of 2,600 years of the
Buddha’s enlightenment. We should regard this extremely big disaster as

a hardship given to Buddhists and should respect the spirit of Buddha.

The precepts of Buddhist laws showing the spirit of Buddha is “neutral way”,
in another words, “The law of nature and the value of life.”

Thank you very much.

Rev. Noriaki Kunitomo
President
World Zen Buddhist Association
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HAREAZHEER (WZBA)

World Zen Buddhist Association
60 Susukinobabacho,SagaTenryu-ji, Ukyo-ku, Kyoto 616-8035 Japan
(075) 861-3249 FAX(075)861-3249
youmeiin@kyoto.zaq.jp

May 31, 2555(CE 2012)

Congratulatory Message : 2,600 years of the Buddha’s Enlightenment and
The United Nations Day of Vesak Celebrations

Dear all of Buddhist people in the world

First of all, I would like offer His Majesty the King of Thailand, The Royal
Thai Government, The people work United Nations and
Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University of Thailand my
congratulations on 2,600 years of the Buddha’s Enlightenment and the
United Nations Day of Vesak Celebrations. It is a great honor to be here

and make a speech at this auspicious occasion.

I would like to express my deepest gratitude towards the royal Thai
government of Thailand, all parties and organizations, and all the people
of Thailand and other country in the world for kindly helping us during the
difficulties we experienced when the massive earthquake and tsunami hit
East Japan last year on March 11th,

We are very sorry about the serious damage caused by the flood in Thailand
and other country last fall. We, Japanese people would like express our
sincere sympathy to you.

In old Japanese proverb say “Turn a misfortune into a blessing.”
This meaning is that if we face a misfortune, it means we are given a chance
to overcome that misfortune and make a recover and a chance to make

a better; therefore it is a blessing situation.
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PERSATUAN PENGANUT BUDDHA LOKA MITTA MALAYSIA

(LOKA MITTA BUDDHIST FELLOWSHIP MALAYSIA)
(Registration No. 1138-10-SEL)

R L No. 22, Jalan 18/44, 40200 Shah Alam, Selangor Darul Ehsan, Malaysia. )

WUBBHENT ITLLGWSHIF Tel: +603-5541 1613 & +6012-391 5539 Fax: +603-8075 7240 Email: lokamittamsia@gmail.com

MALAVSIA

Date: 15 April 2012 (BE 2555)

MESSAGE
FROM

MR. GOH SENG CHAI, rsx pss
President,
Loka Mitta Buddhist Fellowship Malaysia
Assistant Secretary-General,
International Council of United Nations Day of Vesak

On behalf of the Buddhists in Malaysia and in particular Loka Mitta Buddhist Fellowship Malaysia,
I extend to you our best wishes and warmest greetings to everyone on this auspicious occasion when
Buddhist leaders from all over the world assemble at the Campus of Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya
University (MCU), Wang Noi, Ayutthaya, UN Convention Center of Bangkok and Buddhamonthon
in this beautiful Kingdom of Thailand to celebrate the 9™ United Nations Day of Vesak 2555. We take this
opportunity to wish everyone a Happy and Joyous Vesak 2012.

In conjunction with this auspicious occasion, we are also celebrating the 80" Birthday of Her
Majesty the Queen and the 60" Birthday of HRH the Crown Prince of the Royal Kingdom of Thailand.
Hence, we also take this opportunity to wish Her Majesty the Queen and HRH the Crown Prince of the
Royal Kingdom of Thailand Happy Birthday and A Healthy Long Life.

The members of Loka Mitta Buddhist Fellowship Malaysia express great appreciation to the United
Nations for recognizing Vesak as the Holy Day for the Buddhists and providing the Buddhist leaders
throughout the world the opportunity to celebrate at one single place the occasion as an International
Day of Vesak.

In addition we also like to thank the Supreme Sangha Council of Thailand and the Royal Thai
Government for giving their blessings and support to Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University (MCU)
again to enable MCU to organize this 9™ United Nations Day of Vesak on 31 May — 2 June 2012/2555BE
with the Theme: The Buddha’s Enlightenment for the Well-Being of Humanity.

Vesak is a very important day for the Buddhists. It is not just a day for the Buddhist to get
together to meet and celebrate the United Nations Day of Vesak but it is also the day for us Buddhists to
remember the Teachings of our Great Master, The Buddha. Today the world is facing with various
kinds of global problems such as suicides, drugs among the young , wars, political conflicts and many
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other issues due to lack of practice of the Buddha Dhamma. It is time for us to reflect on our individual
weaknesses such as ego and jealousy. It is high time to practice the Dhamma of the Lord Buddha in
order to improve ourselves spiritually.

MCU has spent an enormous amount of money in organizing such a mammoth event and we pray
that all the delegates and participants of this 9" United Day of Vesak will be enlightened by the
distinguished speakers who have assembled here from all over the world at this conference.

In conclusion I wish this occasion a great success! With Buddha-Dhamma as the guiding force,
let us all work together to help this world become a better place to live in.

Sukhi Hotu!

With the blessings of the noble Triple Gem, may all Beings be well and happy.

-

) aagfl—

Goh Seng Chai, rjx, res

President, Loka Mitta Buddhist Fellowship Malaysia

Assistant Secretary-General, International Council of United Nations Day of Vesak (ICUNDV)
Consultant, Young Buddhist Association of Malaysia (YBAM)

Member of Advisory Board, International Association of Buddhist Universities (IABU)

Lay Advisor, Setenang Buddhist Society Selangor & Kuala Lumpur.

Lay Advisor, Selangor Khamgar Druk Dharmakara Buddhist Association

Consultant and Special Advisor to Buddhist Federation of Australia

Consultant and Special Advisor to United Vietnamese Buddhist Congregation of Australia &
New Zealand
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4 KECHARA

A Tsem Tulku Buddhist Organisation

Date: 1% May 2012

Congratulatory Message

I am deeply honoured to extend my congratulatory message on this auspicious occasion of 9™ United
Nations Day of Vesak. I would like to convey my best wishes and warmest greetings to The Royal Thai
Government and Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University (MCU), the host and the principal organizer of
this conference respectively.

I would also like to sincerely express my deepest gratitude for the opportunity to participate and to
celebrate this grand occasion with so many Buddhist monks, nuns and high scholars from all over the
world.

2600 years ago, a man overcame his demons to attain ultimate liberation. It was compassion that led him
to renounce his worldly comforts, and his compassion that led him to push on in the path to enlightenment.
He is our highly revered Buddha Shakyamuni. If not for him, we would never have heard the word
‘Dharma’. The veil of darkness in our minds would not have been lifted and in fact, this celebration would
not have taken place at all!

To me, Vesak Day is the celebration of Buddha’s perseverance and compassion. His perseverance in a time
when Dharma was absent set into motion a chain of events that would bring similar happiness to countless
others. Now, nearly three millennia later, in a world where conflict prevails,Buddha’s message would be lost
if not for monasteries that uphold Shakyamuni’s tradition, and events like this that educate the world on
the meaning of peace and right living.

The universality of Buddha Shakyamuni, and the impact his journey has had on billions of people all over
the world truly was for the well-being of humanity, and his image has become synonymous with peace and
compassion, transcending backgrounds and cultures.

So I congratulate the UNDV Committee on their successful peace directive, and their commitment to
upholding Buddha’s traditions. They are a beacon of harmony and understanding, just as Buddha
Shakyamuni was in his own time 2600 years ago. It is my fondest wish that this conference grows, to bring
Dharma where it has been lost, and to strengthen the Dharma where it has taken root.

An event of such magnitude would not have been possible without the commitment and dedication of many
volunteers who played an instrumental role in overseeing this entire event with great care, devotion,
dedication, and perseverance. Thank you all.

We are all here together to celebrate the 9" International Celebration on the Occasion of United Nations
Day of Vesak 2012/2555, and to join in the noble motive of spreading Lord Buddha's teaching to all the ten
directions. May the Buddha Dharma flourish and benefit all who hear it.

I extend my respectful greetings and best wishes to Her Majesty The Queen in conjunction of Her Majesty’s
80" birthday anniversary and to His Royal Highness The Crown Prince on the occasion of HRH 60"
birthday.

The next few days of this conference marks another great milestone and stands testimony to supreme
achievements and I hope we will experience many more moments of celebration such as this.

With blessings of the Buddha Dharma, I wish this conference utmost success.

5@/;/
Dato’ Ruby Khong

President
Kechara Soup Kitchen
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Buddhist University of Mongolia

Date: 1 May, 2012

Congratulatory message

Ulaanbaatar-51/261, Mongolia

United Nations Day of Vesak Celebrations and Buddhist Conference

I am pleased to send a message of greetings to the 9" International Celebration on the Occasion of
United Nations Day of Vesak 2012 to be held at Bangkok from 31 May — 2 June 2012. Hereby, I would
like to express my gratitude to the Royal Thai Government for again supporting this year’s celebration
and the President of the International Council of the UN day of Vesak and Rector of the MCU for hosting
and organizing this auspicious event, and all those who have made this conference successful through

their support and uttering efforts.

We are delighted that the focus of this Vesak theme is The Buddha’s Enlightenment for the Well-Being of
Humanity. We do believe that the conference will surely enhance the bonds of friendship between
Buddhists from different culture and regions and allow a fruitful exchange of ideas and strengthen
understanding among Buddhists toward working together for the peace and harmony.

Yours in the Dharma,

' Pr. Dolgér Tsedev’ MWZ‘/
I !
- Buddhist University of Mongolia

Ulaanbaatar-51/261

\ Mongolia i

1 -
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JAITYOUJINH XU
DASHI CHOILING MONASTERY

2012 onwi R&apsiyB)enep Ne 46 Tel: 976-11-350047 P.O.Box - 740
Fax: 976-11-350047 Ulaanbaatar - 46
E-mail: dashichoiling@mbox.mn Mongolia

Dear the Most Venerable Prof. Dr. Phra Dharmakosajarn
Rector, Mahachualalongkornrajavidyalaya University
President, International Association of Buddhist Universities

President, International Council for Day of Vesak

I am very glad to participate in 9" International Celebration on the Occasion of United Nations Day of
Vesak and represent Mongolian Buddhists. Celebrating day of Vesak is not only a noble event for
Buddhists, but it is also a fortunate celebration for all over the world. It is also very helpful to make
understand Buddha’s teachings and to spread Buddha’s compassion in the everywhere.

Since day of Vesak celebrating, the Birth, Enlightenment and Passing away of the Sakyamuni Buddha,
was recognized by the United Nations General Assembly resolution of 1999, Mongolian Buddhists have
celebrated the day of Vesak at 15" of the first month of summer in every year. On this occasion,
Mongolian Buddhist monasteries organize various activities among youth and believers in our country.
Besides, our Buddhist monasteries are aiming to train young Mongolians in Buddha’s teachings, being
humanistic and compassion.

Finally, we are truly pleased to celebrate the day of Vesak with the principal organizer and host the Royal
Thai Government and Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University (MCU) and International Council for day
of Vesak (ICDV).

Yours in the Dhamma,

i

SALNOWITRE Al t
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NATIONAL UNIVERSITY OF MONGOLIA
16 April, 2012
CONGRATULATORY MESSAGE TO THE VESAK CELEBRATION 2012

We - Buddhist scholars, teachers, researchers and students of the National University
of Mongolia gratitude and congratulate all organizations and participants of the International
Conference and Celebration of the United Nations Day of Vesak — the thrice-sacred day,
celebrating the Birth, Enlightenment and Passing away of Buddha Gautama. The delegates
from our organization is participating the Vesak celebration since 2007 and all participations
are very helpful to the Buddhist Studies at the National University of Mongolia, especially to
educate Mongolian future generations being friendly, humble, diligent, meritorious and
compassionate one.

We are very pleased and happy to participate this 2012 Year Celebration - a special
occasion celebrating 2600 Sambuddha Jayanti, the 80" Birthday Anniversary of Her majesty
the Queen and the 60" Birthday of His Royal Highness the Crown Prince and the 9™
International Conference of United Nations Day of Vesak and the 2™ International Association
of Buddhist Universities Academic Conference.

The main theme of this year conference - “Buddha’s Enlightenment for the Well-
Being of Humanity” touch almost all the domains of Buddhist Studies covering religion,
philosophy, literature, history and different schools of thoughts, etc. those are inseparable
part of the spiritual life of contemporary Mongolian Buddhists. Buddhist Culture has left its
footprint not only for Mongolian culture but also for Eastern and Western cultural history,
inherited historical valuable memorials and cultural heritage to the spiritual life of World
People: In many countries it became the national religion; in others it produced great
intellectual stimulation, and eventually, rejuvenation. It brought the uniquely rich and creative
cultures of most Asian countries, including Mongolia, into contact with each other and over a
period of more than a thousand years, gave rise to a great spiritual and cultural community
throughout the World.

We believe the papers of this year conference will play very important role for
inheriting beneficial things to the next generations continuously, enrich the previous Buddhist
Studies in Mongolia by new facts, records or views and reminds. Teachers, scholars,
researchers and students of the National University of Mongolia will collaborate accurately in
further, for making certain contribution to the Buddhist Studies.

We wish every success to all organizations and participants of 2012 Vesak
Celebration in their efforts and creative energies for Buddhist Studies and their distribution.

Let Lord Buddha teachings be well known and generally used all over the World
forever.

Professor ................... Dr. M.Gantuya

National University of Mongolia,
Chair of Buddhist and Sanskrit Studies and
Head of the Department of Religion Studies
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The 9" United Nations Day of Vesak Celebrations CE 2012/BE 2555
Congratulatory message from Buddhist Federation of Norway

Egil Lothe

Oslo 10.05.2012

Norway is a country at the northern edge of Europe with a small population of five million. It is a country
where Buddhism is a new religion with a history of less than four decades. Of its inhabitants less than
30.000 can be counted as Buddhists. This minority of less than one percentage of the total population
has nevertheless made considerable progress during the last few decades. New temples are coming up
in many parts of the country and a sense of unity is growing between Buddhist communities with roots
in many parts of the world.

The Buddhist Federation of Norway has since its inception in 1979 worked hard to develop the Buddhist
presence in our country and to advance understanding and acceptance of the Teachings of Lord
Buddha. Making a religion put down roots in new soil is demanding work requiring dedication, patience
and skilfulness.

Being encouraged by our elder brothers and sisters in the Dharma in the lands where Buddhism has
been established for a long time is therefore invaluable. In this connection the annual United Nations
Day of Vesak Celebrations stand out as particularly important. Supported by the generosity of successive
Thai governments the organisers have invited Buddhists from all parts of the globe graciously covering
their costs of travelling to Thailand. This generous gift repeated year after year is indeed an outstanding
example of Buddhist generosity.

Coming together as we do here in Thailand we are encouraged and inspired by the warmth and
hospitality of our Thai hosts. According to the Buddhist era the conference this year also mark that 26
centuries have passed since the Enlightenment of our Lord Buddha. The great efforts of the conveners
of this conference as well as the contributions of the distinguished Buddhist scholars who have
assembled here make this celebration the greatest international Buddhist gathering of this year.
Including Buddhist representatives from all over the world in this event is surely a contribution to the
growth of Buddhism worldwide.

The Teachings of the Buddha offer a most profound understanding of fundamental truth. Making the
words of the Buddha more easily available through a Common Buddhist Text as done by the organisers
is therefore also a very significant contribution by the Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University in
disseminating the Teachings of the Buddha worldwide.

The organisers and supporters of the 9" United Nations Day of Vesak Celebrations therefore deserve our
most sincere gratitude.

Yours in the Dharma

(sign.)
Egil Lothe
President Buddhist Federation of Norway
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faya i dg fieme
. World Peace Buddhist School

The Most Venerable Assist. Prof.
Dr. Phramaha Hansa Dhammahaso

Congratulatory Message-United Nations Day of Vesak Celebration & Buddhist Conference
2011/B.E 2554

Dear the Most Venerable Assist. Prof. Dr. Phramaha Hansa Dhammahaso,

I feel honored to have an opportunity to congratulate you for your continuous efforts in organizing the
Vesak celebration, the thrice sacred day: celebrating the birth, enlightenment and passing away of the
Gautam Buddha, which has been recognized by the United Nations General Assembly resolution of 1999.
I would like to express my solidarity in fulfilling the theme of this 2012 celebrations: the Buddha's
Enlightenment for the Well-Being of Humanity. I personally, believe that this will enhance and
strengthen bonds of friendship with love, compassion, unity and cooperation and give mileages of
improvement and understanding among the different Buddhist Sects without any barriers in different
regions of the World. This indeed is an important step towards true peace, harmony, serenity and
prosperity of all mankind and for blessings to human and purification of all mankind to guide the society
in which we live.

Buddha's message, enunciated 2556 years ago, is still scientific as well as practical and there is no other
alternative to the teachings of Buddha. Especially Pancha Shila, as a basic fundamental principle to
respect each other and meditation "Vipasana" a principle to know and learn about oneself, resulting fresh
and energetic mind. Lack of understanding to this matchless message and the failure on our part to
follow the path discovered by the Gautam Buddha are the basic causes, which have driven men from
sanity to insanity, unity to disunity and from peace to war and disaster. There shall be no room
whatsoever for global turmoil arise as a result of differences in main ideology if the four fold noble virtues
of Metta (unselfishness), Karuna (Compassion), Mudita (altruistic joy) and Upekkha (well balance a
mental state) taught by Buddha are implement and practiced. It is high time to push back the sectarian
differences within Buddhism in the names of Theravada, Vajrayana and Mahayana and put into the
efforts to come together to revert to the original teachings of Gautam Buddha. The United Nations office
in Kathmandu, Nepal has recognized the full moon day of Vesak and announced public holiday as in the

previous years.

Finally, I would like to wish this Vesak Celebration a great success in awakening the society and help all
to revere and follow Gautam Buddha’s noble ideas and achievements. May the realistic and scientific
doctrines of Buddhism spread and reach every heart and may its influence strengthen the whole world to
become a better place to live in eternal peace, contentment and harmonious living with self satisfaction
and a liberal heart.

Yours in the Dhamma,

Bhikshu Nigrodha
Principal, World Peace Buddhist School
Secretary, Vishwa Shanti Vihara
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Congratulatory Message- United Nations Day of Vesak- 2012, Bangkok

The presence of Buddha is bliss for us. The prevailing of His Dhamma, the teachings is
supreme bliss for all mankind. The realization of His teachings is salvation for all kinds
of sufferings.

Today we're here for the Buddha and his teaching. Thus the celebration and conference
should be salvation from all kinds of sufferings making the gateway for all human being
based on peace, harmony, loving kindness, and unity for well being of Humanity.

Getting together and sharing loving kindness and merits to each other is highly
appreciated. It's high time to utilize Buddha's enlightenment for the well being of
humanity all over the world. We wish this very celebration and conference may be able
to empower us extending our energy to eliminate defilements of all and enlighten all
delivering the dhamma, Buddha's enlightenment.

We must be grateful to you for giving us the platform for getting together and sharing
each others' wisdom for well being of human kind.

We wish your entire effort for well being of humankind may be fulfilled and this very
celebration and conference may successfully performed bringing peace harmony and
unity among us and all over the world.

We think it's our duty to express our sincere thanks to most ven'ble Dr.
Prof.Dhammakosajarn, Mahachulalongkon University and Royal Thai Government as
they have been organizing such a fruitful event and giving a chance to take a part in it.

Be happy and let others happy. Be blessed by Triple Gem and let others be blessed by
Triple Gem.

Your's in Dhamma.

Ven'ble Dharmamurti Maha Thero, Acting abbot- Ananda Kuti Vihar,
Secretary : Ananda Kuti Vihar , All Nepal Bhikkhus Association.
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ZEN RIVER

Zen River Temple
Oldorpsterweg 1
9981 NL Uithuizen
Netherlands

April 26, 2012

The Buddha's Enlightenment for the Well-Being of Humanity

On the day of his enlightenment Sakyamuni Buddha exclaimed "How wonderful,
how wonderful, all sentient beings have the same wisdom and virtue as the
Tathagata; it is only because of their topsy turvy thinking that they fail to realize
it." This tremendously hopeful message is recorded in the Avatamsaka Sutra and a
great inspiration for all of us who feel called to work towards the well-being of
humanity. Apparently wisdom and virtue are the very essence of our being and
through practice and working together we can allow these qualities to become
manifest in our lives.

Fortunately the Buddhas and Ancestors left a body of teaching that can help
removing the clouds of delusion that beset us. And diligent practice allows
everyone to not only cut through individual conditioning but also to break down
the barriers that divide people and nations. In our modern troubled world that
seems to be more relevant than ever. Although nowadays technology connects
people globally at the speed of light, direct face to face contact remains
indispensable for fostering wisdom and compassion. And even that will not suffice.
Only when we are united in our aspirations can real change on a larger scale occur.
The United Nations Day of Vesak Celebration events offer a precious opportunity
for the representatives of the various Buddhist denominations to share what we all
already have in common, the enlightened vision of the Buddha, and to work
together towards manifesting this vision in our lives. Therefore I would like to
thank and congratulate the organizers and all participants heartily for making this
international Vesak celebration possible.

May the wisdom and virtue of the Buddha be a shining example for everyone.

Tooe Cor™”

Tenkei Coppens
abbot of Zen River Temple
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Light of Dharma Buddhist Community of Paraguay
Centenario 2151, Barrio San Vicente, Asuncion, 1209 Paraguay
Tel. +595-981-583258
URL http://www.nsparaguay.org

May 10, 2012.
2012 Vesak Day Congratulatory Message

I wish congratulate the Supreme Sangha Council of Thailand, Royal Thai Government, MCU
University, organizers, supporters and volunteers of the 9" United Nations Day of Vesak
Conference, for this great gathering of Dharma brothers from around the world.

Vesak celebrates the most important events in Shakyamuni Buddha's life. They are His birth,
His enlightenment and His passing away. This year's theme is the Buddha’s Enlightenment for
the Well-Being of Humanity. Birth and passing away are circumstances that all sentient
beings experience, and Shakyamuni Buddha's enlightenment show us that every human

being can attain that supreme bliss also.

In a world with calamities, wars, conflicts, ignorance, lusts, worldly attachments, violence,
economic recession, tsunamis, earthquakes, global warning, climate change and suffering of
humans and animals, the teaching of the Dharma brings all of us the joy of hope.

I, in name of Light of Dharma Buddhist Community of Paraguay, from the other side of the
world am happy to be here and bring you our wishes of prosperity, contentment, peace,
compassion, joy, wisdom, purity, amity, unity, fraternity, understanding, tolerance and
cooperation.

May we all be inspired by the spirit of this gathering and Buddha Dharma. May we return to
our communities with determination to improve the practice of discipline, concentration and
insight meditation for the sake of others; to develop peace of mind and wisdom, to help other
people make the same, and make the inner change needed to make this world a better
world, a world of happiness for all sentient beings.

Lord Buddha bless you!

.f’
i

Han Shan Alzaa

(Miguel Angel de Alzaa)

President

Light of Dharma Buddhist Community of Paraguay

Ph. +595-981-583258
Email: sangha@nsparaguay.org
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Jodo Shinshu Buddhist Association from Romania

May 2™ 2012

Dear brothers and sisters in the Dharma,

It is very important to use Wesak celebrations to contemplate on the reason for the Buddha’s
appearance in the world and the goal of Buddhism.
The Buddhist path is not a method of relaxation nor a recipe for momentary happiness, but a
road to Buddhahood or complete Freedom for us and all beings.
Those who walk the Buddhist path must have the aspiration to attain Enlightenment
themselves. Without this aspiration there is no Buddhism. If we don't want or don't feel the
urgency of complete freedom from the many sufferings of repeated births, then Buddhism
remains only an object of study, an interesting lecture of mythology or an intellectual delight.

The theme for the 2012 Wesak celebrations is 7The Buddha’s Enlightenment for the Well-
Being of Humanity. But there will be no true well being and peace for us, if we do not
practice Buddhism in accordance with its Founder’s intention.

Walking the path to Freedom from birth and death is not a hobby or an interesting cultural
topic, but the only real activity in our lives. If the freedom from the repeated births and
deaths remains important for us, then we are indeed disciples of the Buddha and we
successfully celebrate Wesak in its true spirit.

We must also be aware of the great responsibility we carry on our shoulders as Buddhists,
that is to preserve the Dharma and transmit it to future generations. And in doing this we
must never alter or distort the Dharma so as to accommodate it to the various non-Buddhist
ideas and opinions of this delusory world. Truly, there is no medicine like the Dharma and no
Doctor like the Buddha.

I am sending my congratulations to the organizer, the Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya
University (MCU) of Thailand and to all participants from various countries and Buddhist
communities. May we always act as guardians of the Dharma and help it spread all over the
world, for the benefit of the many.

Namo Amida Bu

Signature: ,,ML_H :

Name and position: Rev. Josho Adrian Cirlea
Head Priest and representative of Jodo Shinshu Buddhist Association from Romania
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Congratulatory Message
9™ united Nations Day of Vesak Celebration 2012
Theme: * The Buddha’s Enlightenment For The Well Being of Humanity”

Organised by Thai Government and Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University

On this day, should we rejoice because a Great Being was born and had successfully gained
Enlightenment for the happiness of all beings or should we feel sad because the Buddha had
attained Parinibbana. We love the Buddha and miss Him too, but, in this respect, we choose
to walk the middle path to congratulate the organizers for putting together this event. Great
amount of effort, energy, time and money are spent in doing this. As such, on this day, we
wish that there will be a wider and effective dissemination of the Dhamma to every corner
of the world with effective utilization of technologies and updated human software.

To all

A HAPPY VESAK!

(Ven) Seck Kwang Phing
Secretary-General

Singapore Buddhist Federation
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DIAMOND WAY BUDDHISM

J

Diamond Way Buddhism Association - Karma Kagyu, Slovakia
17/04/2012

Buddhism for modern people in everyday life,
Diamond Way Buddhism entered Slovakia

20 years ago, there was not much possibility to meet with Buddha'’s teaching in
Slovakia. There were just few small Zen Buddhist groups, being among the first ones. In
1996, we were young idealistic friends from Karate club, who had close bonds and shared the
similar view, and who have discovered the teachings of Diamond Way Buddhism, which
perfectly fitted to what they wished for their development. Teachers like Lama Ole Nydahl,
17" Gjalwa Karmapa, Lopon Tsechu Rinpoche and others showed us perfect and unshakable
example of recognized mind, which powerfully manifests spontaneous joy, fearlessness,
wisdom and compassion to all beings and in every situation. We have obtained practical
means, powerful methods of Guruyoga meditation, together with the Foundational “Ngéndro”
Practices, which gave us tools for discovering timeless values and unlimited qualities of the
mind. The way how it happens here, is by integrating the practice into everyday life. We are
lay practitioners, who stay in the middle of the society with the families, partners and jobs.
Meditation practice used in our centers leads to the view of seeing everything on the highest
possible level, which brings continuously more and more meaning, joy and freedom into
everyday life situations. Nowadays, our highly developed humanistic culture in the West, is an
excellent frame for Buddha's teachings, which allows us to discover unconditioned timeless
happiness beyond the experiences of old age, sickness, loss and death.

In order to make it possible, that those who have the potential to work with Buddha’s
highest teachings could meet with these methods, first Diamond Way meditation centers and
groups in Slovakia were founded in 1998 as part of international network of centers founded
by Lama Ole Nydahl and guided by H.H. 17th Karmapa Trinlay Thaye Dorje. These centers
are based on friendship; they don’t have any hierarchy or any organizational structure. Their
members also take part in voluntary work in the running and building of the centers, projects
and activities. Our centers are not influenced by culture and politics, and are focused on
using Buddha’s teachings in everyday life. Nowadays we have centers and groups in 13 cities
in Slovakia, which are the part of more than 600 centers worldwide. It is the result of the
activity of H.H. the 16. Gyalwa Karmapa Rangjung Rigpe Dorje, great Tibetan meditation
master of Karma Kagyu lineage, who saved the teachings from destruction in Tibet and in
1972 asked Lama Ole Nydahl and Hannah to bring the richness of these methods to the
West. 40 years of this activity turned into a great success and brought Buddhism to
thousands of fresh idealistic minds.

In Slovakia, where majority of inhabitants are Christians, we don’t expect great
masses of people becoming Buddhists in the future. We go rather for the quality in our
centers, where the friends can really open up, inspire each other and develop all the human
qualities for benefiting others. We are very proud that we can take part in this historical
process of transforming the teachings about the nature of mind into our culture and country
and we enjoy this development. 2600 years after Buddha's enlightenment, thanks to the
unbroken linage of transmission, our great teachers bring this example as something fresh
and living, which inspire us to do our best to become the same.

Jan Kysucky, vice-president of the Association

KARMA KAGYU LINEAGE

106

(e




Nalanda Portugal
http://www.portugal.nalanda.org.br/

R. Jodo de Mendonga, N. 31, 1o Esq. A.
3800-200 Aveiro
Portugal

May 8, 2012

Message for the United Nations Day of Vesak Celebrations & Buddhist Conference
2012, Thailand

It is a great honor to participate in the 9" United Nations Day of Vesak in
Thailand.

The opportunity of having a representative from the recently formed group in
Portugal for studying and practicing Theravada Buddhism, in the Thai Forest
Tradition, to learn in the source of this tradition is wonderful. We hope it could
contribute to the transmission of the teachings of the Buddha and for the peace
and clarity in many people hearts in these difficult moments of economic crisis.

I would like to congratulate the Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University for

organizing this important event and giving the opportunity for people from so
many places to participate and interact.

I also wish to thank the blessings of the Supreme Sangha Council and the Royal
Thai Government.

Yours is the Dhamma

"(But) [)u ux@f.o

Luis Descalco
(Nalanda Portugal coordinator)
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Dharmagiri
DPO Box 270 Underberg 3257 KZN South Africa
www.dharmagiri.org / www.khuphuka.org +27 (0) 33 7011138 office@dharmagiri.org

May 31st - June 2nd 2012

Congratulatory Message on the Occasion of the 9th United Nations Day of Wesak Celebrations
(2012/ B.E 2555) On behalf of Dharmagiri and the Buddhist Community of South Africa, we most sincerely
congratulate the Supreme Sangha Council and The Royal Thai Government for hosting the International Council
of United Nations Day of Vesak.

Message
The Buddha's Enlightenment for the Well-Being of Humanity

The Buddha Sakyamuni realised enlightenment more than two and a half thousand years ago. That we are
here today celebrating the thrice sacred occasion of his birth, enlightenment and death is testimony to the
preciousness of the realisation he made and the teaching he gave humanity. To settle and still the heart in
meditation, with all the many tools the Lord Buddha has given us, is a doorway to opening the heart and mind
beyond our human conditioning and beyond our delusions. Practicing this, we can invite wisdom into our
hearts and compassion into our actions, and a ground of true ethics into our lives. This is, indeed, for the well
being of all humanity. When just one human being begins to see more clearly through the inner practice of
meditation, the effects they can bring around them in their lives can be tremendous - learning to live more
skilfully with themselves, with others and with our environment. This is very much needed in current times.

At Dharmagiri we sincerely value the link between inner meditation, a practice of silence and contemplation,
and the effects that can bring to those around. Indeed this link is crucial. The Buddha taught us about
interdependence. Through working with others we can continually expand the heart beyond known boundaries,
seeing through the delusion of separate self, and seeing through this delusion we naturally act more ethically.
This brings blessings into the world. So at Dharmagiri we hold silent retreats, the effects of which people take
back and practice with in their daily lives. Our Outreach projects also consciously strive to help others in our
local area - working to break down barriers between human beings including those of race, poverty, gender,
education - and resultant difficulties, especially AIDS. All this has come from a heart of recognising
interconnection - a realisation that comes through meditation and carries its effects into the world.

Ajahn Chah said ‘Buddhism is a religion of the Heart, only this. One who practices to develop the Heart is one
who practices Buddhism’

May each of us strive to bring to its full fruition the beautiful opportunity the Lord Buddha realised and shared
with the world - that of awakening the heart and bringing the wisdom and compassion thus realised into how
we live our lives, each moment, in the world.

With deep appreciation for this opportunity to honour the Buddhas teaching, and to represent my community

Marlene Matheson - Director of Dharmagiri

Dharmagiri & Dharmagiri Outreach
Non Profit Organisation 028 378 ~ Public Benefit Organisation 18/11/13/1926

Association Incorporated Under Section 21 Non Profit Organisation & Public Benefit Organisation within South Africa.
Promoting Buddhist Teaching & Practice & Rural Outreach

Directors: H.R Weinberg - Marlene Matheson - L.M. Weinberg - JP Meyer
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The Swaziland Vipassana Association
Southern Africa

To the Compassionate Master

The Supreme Sangha Council

The Royal Thai Government

The Venerable Organizers and Dignitaries.

We wish to heartily congratulate you on being awarded the hosting of this 9™ United Nations
Day of Vesak conference.

This 9" occasion coincides with the auspicious date of Vesak 2555 .

The Swaziland Vippassana association is greatly honored by your generous invitation to attend
this conference. Now delegates from all over the world can come together to meet and share
ideas.

We are sincerely grateful that our organization is represented.

We wish you all the success in the smooth running of the event .

May all of Humanity be happy and well.
Yours in the Dhamma

Swaziland Vipassana Association
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Dongguk University, Gyeongju
707 Seokjang-dong, Gyeongju 780-714 Korea (S) http://web.dongguk.ac.kr

8 May 2012
Dear Venerable Rector Dhammakosajarn,
Greetings of peace and compassion from Gyeongju, Korea. [ believe this finds you well.

It is my great pleasure to write a congratulatory message regarding United Nations Day of Vesak Celebration &
Buddhist Conference 2012/B.E 2555, which has been organized by your university.

It is remarkable that the thrice-sacred day of Vesak, celebrating the Birth, Enlightenment and Passing away of
the Sakyamuni Buddha, was recognized by the United Nations in its General Assembly resolution of 1999. It is
noticeable that the first event was celebrated at the United Nations Headquarters in New York, 2001. However,
since 2004, the main celebrations were held in Bangkok, Thailand, with an exception of the 2008 event in Hanoi,
Vietnam. | appreciate that the Royal Thai Government has been the host and Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya
University (MCU) the principal organizer with the blessings of the Supreme Sangha Council of Thailand. This
year, the celebration of the 9" United Nations Day of Vesak will be held in Ayutthaya and Bangkok, Thailand,
from 31 May - 2 June 2012. As in previous years, MCU will be the main organizer of the various events with
the theme “The Buddha’s Enlightenment for the Well-Being of Humanity.” I think it is a timely subject for all
people around world.

On behalf of Buddhists in Korea, as well as my university community, I would like to extend heartfelt
congratulation for your eminent leadership and achievement to plan and manage the remarkable events.
Moreover, I also like to convey the expression of congratulations from the United Religions Initiative, which
has tried to be a religious UN, as a global interfaith organization since 2000. Commemorating and honoring the
auspicious occasions of Sambuddha-jayanti (2600 years anniversary of Buddha’s Enlightenment), I believe that
this year celebration with academic conference and other events would be more meaningful and successful than
the previous ones.

In addition, I would like to invite you and other friends to the General Conference of World Fellowship of
Buddhists and World Buddhist University in Yeosu, Korea, 11-16 June 2012, in conjunction with the World
Expo 12 May — 12 August 2012. I feel that we should get together for sharing Buddhist wisdom and experiences
with other members of the global community for world peace and prosperity.

May the Wheel of Buddha-Dharma turn around the world forever! May peace prevail on Earth!

Jinwol Y. #. Lee

Ven. Jinwol (Young Ho Lee, Ph. D.)

Chair Professor of Department of Seon Studies and Director of Institute of Seon
Presidential Advisor for International Affairs of Jogye Order of Korean Buddhism
EXCO Member of World Fellowship of Buddhists

Global Council Trustee of United Religions Initiative and Secretary General of URI Asia

Tel: +82-10-2642-8260  Fax: +82-54-770-2396  E-mail: jinwol@dongguk.edu
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Sri Lanka International Buddhist Academy (SIBA)
Pallekele, Kundasale 20168, Sri Lanka

Message from Rector - SIBA

It is with great pleasure that I write this message on the occasion of the 9" International
Celebration and Conference of United Nations Day of Vesak and the 2" Academic
Conference of the International Association of Buddhist Universities, organized and
sponsored by the Mahachulalongkornrajavidayalaya University (MCU), Thailand. I am
extremely happy to learn the three days of great assembly of international scholars, leaders,
and practitioners of our generation, who have been rendering tremendous services for the
enhancement and enrichment of both Buddhism and Buddhist Studies in their localities
throughout the world. As this year’s celebration coincides the commemoration of 2600 years
of Buddha’s enlightenment, the planned international symposium on 7he Buddha’s
Enlightenment for the Well-being of Humanity becomes timely, and it goes hand in hand with
the conference theme of IABU, Buddhist philosophy and praxis. 1t is, therefore, the duty of
our generation of scholars, researchers, and Buddhist leaders who meet at this celebration to
endeavour in helping the world fully grasped the enlightened message of the compassionate
Buddha, enabling them practice that message to experience peace and happiness within and
without while also ensuring the wellbeing of all.

On behalf of the Sri Lanka International Buddhist Academy, an affiliated institute of MCU, I
take this opportunity to extend my warm wishes to the Most Venerable Prof. Dr. Phra
Dharmakosajarn and his active and committed staff, and also the delegates who come to
Thailand for presenting their research findings, sharing their views and experiences,
exchanging holy blessings, and also developing friendship and mutual cooperation, for a
fruitful and wonderful religious celebration and academic exercise.

Prof. G.A. Somaratne
Rector - SIBA
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== Dhamma Society

DHAMMA SOCIETY SWEDEN
Riddargatan 72
SE - 114 57 Stockholm
dhammasociety.sweden@telia.com
4 May 2012

CONGRATULATORY MESSAGE
on the occasion of

THE 9th INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE AND CELEBRATIONS
of the
UNITED NATIONS DAY OF VESAK
2012 / B.E. 2555

Venerable Sangha Leaders
Dear Friends in the Dhamma

We, the undersigned representatives of the Dhamma Society Sweden, are very honored and
much obliged for having been invited to this important and most significant gathering on
occasion of year 2012 Vesak Day. The theme for the 2012 celebrations — Buddha's
Enlightenment for the Well-Being of Humanity - is indeed very appropriate more than
ever now in this time of stress and tension in many parts of this our world.

The main task of the Dhamma Society Sweden is to propagate the word of Buddha through
the introduction of the First World Pali Tipitaka in Roman Script to the Swedish society. We
feel it is very important that the wisdom of Buddha be known in Sweden by more and more
people to help and support our society to strive for a better world.

We are very pleased and proud that we have been given the opportunity of participating in
the Celebrations and Conference. By means of the seminars and dialogues with other
participants we hope that we may learn and bring back to our country some of the wisdom
we will witness.

We wish also to take the opportunity of sending our deepest felt congratulations to Her
Majesty the Queen and to His Royal Highness the Crown Prince in regard of their respective
Birthday Anniversaries. May the Triple Gem bless Their Majesties.

Sincerely yours, in the Dhamma

DHAMMA SOCIETY SWEDEN

Johan af Klint Jan Wihlborg
Chairman Chancellor
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Message from President of Bangkok University

on the 9" World Vesak Day

Visakha Buja Day or Vesak Day marks the commemorations of three significant incidents in
the life of the Lord Buddha: the Buddha’s Birth, the Enlightenment of the Buddha, and the Death or
Nibbana. It is regarded by the Buddhists around the world as one of the holiest days in Buddhism.
Many devoted Buddhists would gather and perform the worship in order to recollect and reflect on
the wisdom, purity, and profound compassion of the Lord Buddha as they believe that good deeds,
good thoughts and good actions will bring them happiness and prosperity. Visakha Buja Day or Vesak
Day has been observed for the past 2,600 years.

This year, Thailand is the host of the 9" World Vesak Day and will be hosting many
international activities organized to commemorate the 2600™ year of Buddha’s Enlightenment, the
80" Birthday Anniversary of Her Majesty Queen Sirikit and the 60" Birthday Anniversary of His Royal
Highness Crown Prince Maha Vajiralongkorn of Thailand. It is a great occasion for the Buddhists
worldwide to come together to participate in many activities such as academic conferences,
ceremonial traditions and rituals and also to share and incorporate the teaching and the words of
wisdom of the Lord Buddha into their ways of living individually and collectively as a way to mirror
their immense gratitude to the Lord Buddha.

“For this auspicious and joyous day, | would like to call upon the Triple Jewels and all deities
including the grace of His Majesty the King and Her Majesty the Queen of Thailand to bestow upon
and bless you and all Buddhists with happiness, wisdom, purity and compassion, for us to continue
our faith in Buddhism for years to come.

W
Mathana Santiwat, Ph.D

President of Bangkok University
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Message on Visakha Puja Day
By
Pornchai Mongkhonvanit
President, Siam University

I wish you all a very auspicious Visak.

Visak is the day of victory and the day of Peace for humankind. This
auspicious victory is the victory over greed and passion. This is not the kind
of victory that may bring conflict; dissatisfaction and war. This victory is
therefore the real; self sufficient that leads to sustainable peace for the
individual community and society who learn, understand and put into
practice.

The essence of Buddhist teaching is self liberating from craving which
is the real cause of suffering. Therefore, the real and sustainable peace must
stem from liberated mind of the people.

According to the teaching of Buddhadasa Bhikkhu, an important
Buddhist guru of Thailand, the world peace can be realize only when each
religion of the world joins hand in working and collaborating among each
other towards eliminating the selfishness of the people.

Therefore, on this special occasion celebrating the Visakha Puja Day to
mark the 2600 year of the Buddha enlightenment, I would like to extend the
best regards on behalf of Siam University to all of you. Let us work together
towards the real and sustainable world Peace starting with the real
understanding and willingness to change positively within ourselves.

Thank you.

[P Bk

Pornchai Mongkhonvanit
President, Siam University
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Congratulatons Message
on the occasion of Visakha Puja, the world international Day, B.E. 2555
from Chulakasem Chinnapha, M.D., the Rector of Saint John's University.

As the International Association of Buddhist Universities (IABU) and the International
Committee of the Day of Visak (ICDV) will organize the World Visakha Pula Day B.E.
2555, under the topic: “Lord Buddha's Enlightenment for the Benefits of Humanity” to
celebrate Her Majesty the Queen's 80 years old and His Royal Highness the Crown Prince's
60 years old.

Besides, the Visakha PuJa is an importaut day in Buddhism; namely, the miraculous
day on which Buddhists commemorate the Birth, the Enlightenment and the Passing away of
Lord Buddha. The B.E. 2555 is special as it is “the Birth of Enlightenment Year” _ the
2600th anniversary of Lord Buddha's Enlightenment.

On this auspicious day of World Visakha Puja, I would like to send my congratulations
and best wishes to all Buddhists and the ICDV for the success of the project.

Chulakasem Chinnapha M.D.
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VISAKHA PUJA INTERNATIONAL DAY MESSAGE
(BUDDHA JAYANTI : 2600 YEARS OF BUDDHA’S ENLIGHTENMENT)
BY
PRANEE VONGCHAVALITKUL

PRESIDENT, VONGCHAVALITKUL UNIVERSITY
PRESIDENT, NAKHON RATCHASIMA BUDDHIST ASSEMBLY FOR NATIONAL SECURITY

It is the greatest mer{[toricus action for not only Thai people but also those
around the world to know and follow the teaching contents of the great religion
called Buddhism as the result of the Lord Buddha's enlightenment 2600 years
before. As we know the Lord Buddha or Siddhartha was born in 563 BC to King
Suddhodhana, the king of Lumbini in Nepal and his wife Mayadevi. At the age of
16, he married a girl named Yashodhara and after a few years they had a son who
was named Rahul. One night he renounced his wife, family and kingdom and went
in search of Bodhi, the celestial knowledge. He wanted to end the human
sufferings of old age, sickness and death. One day he sat for meditation under a
sacred treed called Bodhi Briksha and gained enlightenment at the age of 35.
Thereafter he preached extreme penance and austerity to attain Nirvana which
became known as Buddhism.

According to Buddhism, at the time of his awakening he realized complete
insight into the cause of suffering, and the steps necessary to eliminate it. These
discoveries became known as the Four Noble Truths, which are at the heart of
Buddhist teaching. Through mastery of these truths, a state of supreme liberation,
or Nirvana, is believed to be possible for any being. The Buddha described Nirvana
as the perfect peace of a mind that's free from ignorance, greed, hatred and other
afflictive states,or defilements (kilesas). Nirvana is also regarded as the end of the
world, in that no personal identity or boundaries of the mind remain.

On the auspicious day of Visakha Puja or 2600 years of the Lord Buddha’s
enlightenment, administrators, academic and non-academic staff including all the
students of Vongchavalitkul University devote to the Lord Buddha’s Teaching by
practicing the five precepts, and may the Buddhism exist in the world and in
Thailand forever.

e o e
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A Message from the President of Phranakhon Rajabhat University

It is well known among the Buddhists around the world that this year the
United Nation Day of Vesak falls on 4 June 2012. It is also the most auspicious year
as “Buddha Jayanti”, the 2,600" anniversary of the Buddha’s enlightenment, the
winning of all the passion.

As in the passing years, Thailand has been honored by the Board of
Directors of the International Buddhist University (IABU) and the Board of Directors
of the International Day of Vesak (ICUNDV) to host the seminar. This year the
seminar will be on “The Wisdom of the Buddha Attained Enlightenment for the
Benefit of all Mankind”, between 31 May and 1-2 June 2012 at
Mahachulalongkornrajavidalaya University, Phra Nakhon Si Aayutthaya. Apart from
the “Buddha Jayanti” celebration, it will also cere“Buddha Jayanti”, celebrate Her
Majesty Queen Sirikit’s 80" and His Royal Highness Crown Prince Maha
Vajiralongkorn's 60" birthday anniversaries. There will be about 5,000 academic
and religious leaders from 84 countries around the world attended.

As though, the time of 2600 years is past, no one deny that enlightenment
wisdom, the heart of Buddhism is “to do good, to abstain from evil, and to keep
serene mind” for the proper benefit of all mankind. The teaching of the Buddha
Dhamma is an ultimate noble practice for all Buddhists to purify their minds with
clarification and luminosity, to live together with love and sympathy, and to hinder
or stop greed, anger, and fascination which are factors leading to oppression, harm,
-and destruction to the others. Therefore, the United Nation Day of Vesak is a
significant day for Buddhists to pay tribute to the Buddha as recognition of his
ultimate virtues.

On behalf of Phranakhon Rajabhat University, | would like to humbly
express my appreciation to the Most Venerable Professor Doctor Phra
Dharmakosacharn for the honor graciously given to Phranakhon Rajabhat University
to participate in the United Nation Day of Vesak. May the merit of the power of
faith of all parties involved in this ceremony reflect the achievement of the
expected goals, and spiritually bind Buddhists all over the world forever.

IS

Preang Kitratporn, Ph.D.)
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The World Fellowship of Buddhist Youth
Congratulatory Message on the Occasion of the
9" International Buddhist Conference on the United Nations Day of Vesak 2012/2555 B.E.
and in commemoration of the 2600™ anniversary of the Lord Buddha’s Enlightenment
May 31 —June 2, B.E. 2555 (2012)

At MCU, Ayudhaya and UNCC, Bangkok, Thailand

The United Nations Day of Vesak is an extraordinary event when world Buddhists celebrate the birth,
enlightenment and passing to Nibbana of the Lord Buddha - the day we celebrate the great
discovery of wisdom, purity and peace. And it is today that Buddhists from around the world join
hands to pass on the message that Buddhism is the middle path to sustain peace in our global
community.

The year 2012 is a very significant year for all Buddhists. This year marks the 2,600" anniversary of
our Lord Buddha’s Enlightenment. This auspicious event should be commemorated by performing as
many good deeds as possible.

On behalf of the World Fellowship of Buddhist Youth, | would like to extend my heartfelt gratitude to
the International Association of Buddhist Universities (IABU) and the International Council Day of
Vesak (ICDV), led by The Most Venerable Professor Dr. Phra Dharmakosajarn, and supported by the
Thai Government who has made possible this gathering for the past 8 consecutive years. | would like
to extend my warmest welcome to all Buddhists leaders who have traveled here from throughout
the world who have once again gathered together on this auspicious occasion in Thailand.

May the Triple Gem bless the 9" International Buddhist Conference on the United Nations Day of
Vesak held in conjunction with the commemoration of the 2,600th anniversary of the Lord Buddha's
Enlightenment.

FPornchas ﬁhy-’-?
Dr. Pornchai Pinyapong

President of the World Fellowship of Buddhist Youth
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DIMC UAE
(Dhammakaya International Meditation Centre,
United Arab Emirates)
No.5, St. 83a, Al Wargaa 2, Dubai, U.A.E.
Email: dimc uae@hotmail.com

29/04/2012

Congratulatory Message - United Nations Day of Vesak
Celebrations & Buddhist Conference 2012/B.E 2555

It gives me great honor to present this congratulatory message on the occasion of The United
Nations Day of Vesak Celebrations and Buddhist Conference 2012.

Since 2004, the International Council for the United Nations Day Of Vesak, lead by the most
Venerable Professor Dr. Dharmakosajarn has successfully organized these events and Conferences
that has brought Buddhist Societies and leaders from all over the world together, irrespective of
monastic fraternities, or “nikayas” on a common platform to find a solution to World Peace.

The theme for this year’s Celebration, “The Lord Buddha’s Enlightenment for the well-being of
humanity, is indeed very appropriate in this challenging time. The Lord Buddha is the first
individual to have discovered the ultimate knowledge which can lead all beings out of suffering.
Our Lord Buddha is the Supreme Teacher. His boundless compassion moves Him to teach sentient
beings to end suffering and attain the everlasting bliss of Nibbana.

On behalf of all residents and expatriates of the United Arab Emirates, “Kalayanamitras” and staff
of The Dhammakaya International Meditation Centre of Dubai, United Arab Emirates in particular,
I take this opportunity to thank The Most Venerable Professor Dr. Dharmakosajarn, President of
The International Council of United Nations Day of Vesak and its International Committee. I also
wish to thank the International Association of Buddhist Universities, the Supreme Sangha Council
of Thailand, the Royal Thai Government, The Thai National Office of Buddhism and
Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University for hosting and organizing this auspicious event.

Last but not least, I wish the United Nations Day of Vesak Celebrations & Buddhist Conference
2012 great success and hope that all the objectives are achieved.

Yours in Dhamma,

.//\/‘
Mr. Lye Ket Yong

Kalayanamitras President
DIMC UAE
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ﬁ\ THE UNIVERSITY OF
WINCHESTER

Winchester Centre of Religions for Reconciliation and Peace
University of Winchester
Sparkford Road
S022 4NR
U.K.

09/05/2012

The 9th United Nations Day of Vesak Celebrations2012/B.E 2555
Congratulatory message from the Winchester Centre of Religions for
Reconciliation and Peace

The thrice sacred day of Vesakcelebrating the birth, enlightenment and passing away of the
Buddha is a special time for Buddhists all over the world, and an opportunity to remember
and reflect on the wisdom and teachings of the Buddha.

Given the turbulent events which have occurred throughout the world over the last year
again great credit must go to the organisers for ensuring that the theme for the 2012
celebrations, ‘The Buddha's Enlightenment for the Well-Being of Humanity’, ishighly relevant
and thought provoking. Even a cursory glance at our daily newspapers and television brings
home to us the horrific violence, oppression, injustice and poverty that many human beings
experience on a daily basis. Whilst most religions possess rich resources for enhancing the
well-being of humanity, the wisdom and knowledge required for this kind of difficult and vital
work is very clearly exemplified in the Buddha'’s life and teachings. On a personal level
cultivating the positive qualities espoused by the Buddha such as kindness, compassion, love
and selflessness can bring about a profound change in the way we see and treat our fellow
human beings. On a political level decisions and policies founded on a more compassionate,
empathetic philosophy can ultimately lead to a more caring and peaceful world. The life,
achievements and teachings of the Buddha should be seen as a great inspiration to us all,
and the Buddha as an embodiment of the virtues required for alleviating violence and
injustice and building peace and security throughout the world.

On this the 9th International Celebration on the Occasion of United Nations Day of Vesak
2012/2555 | would like to extend my sincere thanks and warm congratulations to the
International Councilfor Day of Vesak (ICDV), the Royal Thai Government, and particularlyto
everyone at Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University (MCU) for their hard work in making
this such an excellent occasion, and for their great kindness and hospitality.

On this day let Buddhists throughout the world pledge to work tirelessly to overcome
suffering and violence wherever it exists in the world today.

In loving kindness,

i

Dr Mark Owen
Director — Winchester Centre of Religions for Reconciliation and Peace
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Oxford Centre for Buddhist Studies N

a project of The Society for the Wider Understanding of the Buddhist Tradition

Wolfson College, Linton Road Oxford OX2 6UD
01865 274 098

www.ocbs.org

20/14/2012

Message from
Geoffrey Bamford
of Oxford Centre for Buddhist Studies (OCBS)
on the occasion of the United Nations Day of Vesak 2012

Among the world’s great traditional systems of thought and ways of life, the pan-Asian
Buddhist tradition is arguably the most important. It is central to any understanding of
human culture, social history and contemporary reality. Across the world, people are
taking a fresh look at it and are stimulated to confront today’s challenges and to seize
tomorrow’s opportunities. So, any initiative is good that helps people to appreciate:

¢ the Buddha’s teachings, e.g. that:

+ people are responsible for their destinies: we can all take charge of our
own lives;

+ we can adopt moral and psychological disciplines which, if we are sincere,
will in time come naturally to us and will certainly improve the quality of
experience for ourselves and those around us;

+ confrontation and conflict lead neither to progress nor to happiness, and
we can train ourselves to minimise them in all our interactions;

+ every person, having the same moral and spiritual potential, is worthy of
equal respect, and by training ourselves to live in that truth we shall
improve our and others’ lives; and

+ we normally fool ourselves that reality corresponds to the neat categories of
language, but we can train ourselves to see what seemed to be fixed entities
as ever-changing processes, and this will help us live better; and

+ the thinking, habits and institutions associated with the Buddhist tradition, e.g.:

+ the Buddhist ethic that evaluates action by the quality of experience
associated with it;

+ the many illustrations, starting with Asoka, of how skilful means can turn
compassion into a basis for successful policy;

+ the various ways in which the Buddhist impulse has historically reflected
and reinforced tendencies towards social mobility and a social justice; and

+ Buddhist practices to enhance well-being: mindfulness is today a focus of
growing interest and activity.

An important initiative of this sort has been the institution of annual conferences
to celebrate the United Nations Day of Vesak (UNDV). The conferences,
generously supported by the Royal Government of Thailand and in particular by
Mahachula University, have served to bring together different strands of the
tradition, from all across Asia and also from countries where Buddhism is a
relatively recent implant. East has met West, North has met South, and valuable
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new networks have been forged. The UNDV leadership and secretariat are
wholeheartedly to be commended for their successful efforts. All of us involved in
Buddhist Studies here in Oxford endorse the message of this year’s conference, that
the Buddha’s Enlightenment is for the Well-Being of Humanity, and wish the
conference well. May the UNDV conferences continue to provide critical support
as human culture adapts to the crises of the 21% century!

SIGNATURE

NAME AND POSITION

Geoffrey Bamford: Co-Founder and Trustee of the OCBS

Founder of the Oxford Mindfulness Centre (OMC)
Founder and Trustee of the Society for the Wider Understanding of the Buddhist Tradition (So-Wide)
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Oxford Centre for Buddhist Studies
Wolfson College
Linton Road
Oxford
OX2 6UD

May 3" 2012

With warmest wishes for the success of the conference and the happiness of
all the participants. On behalf of all participants | would like to thank all the
organizers and the hard-working volunteers who help to make this event run
smoothly and so create this auspicious opportunity for us. Sometimes the
effects of the conference are felt long afterwards, when you think about
people you have met, the atmosphere of friendliness and the new insights
and knowledge gained by the talks. This is all dependent upon many things:
the work of volunteers, of organizers who prepare in advance, of the
participants, who work to present talks, and those who are willing simply to
listen with friendly and alert critical attention. | hope the conference brings a
space for all of these, with happiness and new understanding for all those

involved, and others with whom they have contact, too.

Sarah Shaw
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Buddhist Educational Fellowship
PO Box 298, Kyiv 01034 Ukraine

May 7th 2012

Congratulatory Massage
from
Litoshyn Igor, leader of the Poltava group

I would like to congratulate on the occasion of United Nations Day of Vesak
Celebrations 2012 the representatives of The Royal Thai Government, Supreme Sangha
Council, International Council for the Day of Vesak (ICDV), International Association of
Buddhist Universities(IABU), Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University as well as all
participants of the Buddhist Conference 2012.

I am glad that the 9" International Conference and Celebrations of the United
Nations Day of Vesak will be held in Thailand under the theme of “Buddha”s Enlightenment
for the Well-Being of Humanity".

After the Enlightenment until the Final Passing Away at the age of eighty, Buddha put
all his time to enlighten others. Over forty-five years he has been teaching reality of
existence, the nature of human suffering and the way of ceasing it in a state of utmost bliss
and happiness, peace and tranquility, which he termed Nibbana - a state of deathlessness.

What the Buddha gave humanity as his primary and most important gift in this Path
of Spiritual Perfection. It was not a message he brought from a divine origin or a supernatural
power. He did not present himself as a saviour whose grace was needed for humans to attain
eternal happiness. As a human, himself, he placed before his fellow humans what each man
or woman could achieve by dint of individual effort in self-cultivation.

His Teaching illuminates the Way for mankind to cross from a world of darkness,
hatred and suffering, to a new world of light, love, happiness and security.

May all beings be happy and well!

Your sincerely in the Dhamma,

Litoshyn Igor,

leader of the Poltava group
Buddhist Educational Fellowship
Ukraine
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OSU

Oregon State

U NIVERSITY
208 Hovland Hall ¢ Corvallis, OR 97331-3902

Telephone 541-737-2955 * Fax 541-737-2571
14/3/2012

It brings me great happiness to congratulate the organizers (MCU), sponsors (The
Royal Thai Government), and the Supreme Sangha Council for their blessing of the

9" International Celebration on the Occasion of United Nations Day of Vesak
2012/2555. | am sure it will be yet another excellent celebration and conference,
whose theme, "The Buddha's Enlightenment for the Well-Being of Humanity"
embodies the very heart of the Buddha's teachings. As a faculty member at both
Maitripa College in Portland, OR USA and Oregon State University, USA, | am
most happy to support and participate in this wonderful event.

James Blumenthal, Ph.D.
Associate Professor of Buddhist Philosophy
Maitripa College and Oregon State University
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The Los Angeles Buddhist Union
& A OB oK B S &

7833 Emerson Place, Rosemead. CA 91770 USA Tel: (626) 280-1213

Congratulatory Message April 1,2012

Dear venerables and distinguished guests,

On behalf of the Los Angeles Buddhist Union, | express my gratitude to the
organizing committee of the United Nations Day of Vesak (UNDV)
celebration and seminar to discuss “The Buddhist Perspective of the
Buddha's Enlightenment for the Well-Being of Humanity.”

The teaching of the Buddha value wisdom and compassion, and it teaches
people to develop the understanding of consequences of our actions,
respect for others, and care for the environment. It also teaches us to apply
the teaching towards proper results. By practicing loving-kindness, we can
promote peaceful co-existence. We see the growing imbalance and
spiritual needs of the 21st century.

| wish the noble efforts of the UNDV organizing committee to develop
awareness of our responsibility and contribution to be successful.

May the message of the Buddha reach all beings throughout the universe.

64427/ Clr
Godakalana Gunaratana
Bhante Chao Chu

President, Los Angeles Buddhist Union

INCORPORATED IN THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA AS A NON-PROFIT, TAX-EXEMPT
ORGANIZATION FOR RELIGIOUS, EDUCATIONAL, AND CHARITABLE PURPOSES
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CALIFORNIA STATE UNIVERSITY, LONG BEACH

May 9™. 2012

Message to the United Nations’ Day of Vesak Celebrations and

Buddhist Conference 2012/B.E. 25555

Metta greetings from California State University Long Beach, School of Social Work. Besides providing
high quality education with compassion, the mission of California State University Long Beach, School of
Social Work is to engage in activities to promote social justice, to enhance the quality of life for all
persons, to advocate for the elimination of poverty, oppression and discrimination, and to take
leadership roles in the development of effective service delivery systems. With regards to these, | see
much kinship between the ideals of our School of Social Work and Buddhist values.

As | work to bring perspectives from Buddhist Wisdom and Psychology to Social Work education, | am
extremely grateful for the conference and would like to take this opportunity to express my gratitude to
the organizers of this event, the gracious Royal Thai Government, and Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya
University (MCU), for making possible this gathering of Buddhists and their friends to discuss and
exchange ideas on how Buddhist Wisdom can be used for the welfare and benefit of sentient beings
everywhere.

May all beings big and small, seen and unseen be safe, healthy, and happy. May their lives unfold with
ease.

With warmest regards, ..Q

P. Philip Tan, Ph.D.

Associate Professor
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May 2012

Congratulations

On behalf of the Graduate Theological Union in Berkeley, California,
I offer our heartfelt appreciation to the Royal Thai Government for hosting
the Ninth United Nations Day of Vesak 2012/2555. Vesak Celebrations
recall the birth, enlightenment, and passing of Lord Buddha. But perhaps
more importantly these celebrations are reminders that Siddhartha
Gautama discovered a heretofore unknown spiritual landscape, which in
turn generated a paradigm shift in thinking, being, and doing. The theme
for our current celebration, “Buddha’s Enlightenment for the Well-Being of
Humanity” provides an opportunity to further creatively map the
implications of Lord Buddha's experience and discovery of a multi-
centered and ever shifting reality.

I commend the International Council for Day of Vesak for once
again recommending that the International Celebration on the Occasion of
United Nations Day of Vesak be held in Buddhist Thailand. With the
blessings of the Supreme Sangha Council, the leaders and staff of
Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University have assumed a major
responsibility in providing a forum for celebrating Lord Buddha's
embracing compassion born from wisdom.

Sincerely,

{?{r\v\.w(d{' "7 /(/4,{, PP - B

(Shaku) Ronald Y Nakasone, PhD
Professor of Buddhist Aesthetics and Culture
Core Doctoral Faculty
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Buddhajayanti: The Celebration of 2600 Years of

the Buddha’s Enlightenment

9" International Conference and Celebration of United Nations Day of Vesak

Theme: The Buddha’s Enlightenment for the Well-being of Humanity
Venue: MCU Campus Wang Noi, UN Convention Center Bangkok and Buddhamonthon

Program: 31 May - 2 June 2012

Wednesday, 30 May 2012

All Day Arrival of participants at Airport Reception, Registration at
the Hotel Lobby
19:00 hours Dinner at the Hotel

Thursday, 31 May

2012 - MCU Conference Hall, Ayutthaya

08:00 hours

Arrival of participants at MCU Conference Hall

08:30 hours

Buddhist leaders enter the Conference Hall

09:00 — 09:30 hours

e Arrival of His Holiness Somdet Phra
Maharatchamangalacharn

e His Holiness is attended and escorted by the Organizing
Committee

e His Holiness leads the congregation in Paying Homage to
the Triple Gem

e Report by Most Ven. Prof. Dr. Phra Dharmakosajarn, the
Most Ven. Prof. Rector of Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya
University and Member of the Supreme Sangha Council

e Speech by His Holiness

09:30 — 10:00 hours

Welcome Address by Most Ven. Prof. Dr. Phra Dharmakosajarn,
Rector of Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University and
President of the International Council for Day of Vesak (ICDV)

11:00 hours

Arrival of HRH Princess Chulabhorn Walailak Akra Rajakumari

e HRH Princess Chulabhorn is attended and escorted by Deputy
Prime Minister Yongyut Wichaidit and organizing Committee
HRH Princess Chulabhorn pays Homage to the Triple Gem
Report by Deputy Prime Minister Yongyut Wichaidit
Inauguration speech by HRH Princess Chulabhorn
HRH Princess Chulabhorn departs

11:30 hours

Luncheon

13:00 hours

Speech by Deputy Prime Minister Yongyut Wichaidit

14.00-14.45 hours

Messages from Supreme Patriarch and Buddhist Leaders from different
traditions
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14:45 — 15:30 hours

Keynote Speech on The Buddha’s Enlightenment for the Well-being
of Humanity: Ven. Phra Bhavanaviteht, UK

15:30 — 17:00 hours

Symposium Session 1: Buddhist Wisdom and Reconciliation

1. Rev. Noriaki Kunitomo, Japan
Prof. Vanchai Vatanasapt, Thailand
Prof. Kamaleswar Bhattacharya, France

2.
3.
4. Dr. Phil Tan, USA

17:00 — 17:30 hours

Group Photograph

18:00 hours

Dinner at MCU

19:00 — 21:00 hours

Cultural Performance

Friday, 1 June 201

2-MCU

Main Campus, Ayutthaya

08:00 hours

Arrival of participants at MCU Conference Hall

08:30 - 09:10 hours

Speeches / Messages from Buddhist Leaders

09:10 — 09:30 hours

Guest Speaker on Buddhist Wisdom and Human Transformation:
Venerable Dr. Sheng Kai, China

09:30 — 11:30 hours

Symposium Session 2: Buddhist Wisdom and Environment

1. Prof. Dr. Donald K Swearer, USA

2. Prof.Dr. Damien Keown, UK

3. Ven. Dr. Thich Tam Duc, Vietnam

4. Prof. Dr. Chamnong Adivadhanasit, Thailand

11:30 hours

Luncheon

13:00 — 13:30 hours

Speeches / Messages from Buddhist Leaders

13:30 — 13:50 hours

Guest Speaker on Buddhist Wisdom and Human Transformation:
Dr.Art-ong Jumsai Na Ayudhaya, Thailand

13:50 — 15:00 hours

Speeches / Messages from Buddhist Leaders

15:00 — 17:00 hours

Symposium Session 3: Buddhist Wisdom and Human Transformation

1. Ven. Prof. Dr. Yuan Ci, China

2. Senior Prof. Sumanapala Galmangoda, Sri Lanka
3. Ven. Dr. Khammai, UK

4. Dr. Sarah Shaw, UK

18:00 hours

Dinner at Hotel
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Saturday, 2 June 2012 - UNCC / Buddhamonthon

08:00 hours All Arrival of Participants at UNCC, Bangkok
08:30 hours Arrival of Her Excellency Prime Minister of Thailand and
H.E. The President of Sri Lanka
09:00 hours e Welcome Speech by Ms Noeleen Heyzer, the Executive
Secretary of the UN ESCAP
e Message from H.E. Ban Ki-Moon, UN Secretary-General
e Message from H.E. Irina Bokova, Director-General,
UNESCO
e Address from H.E. Prime Minister of Thailand
e Address from H.E. The President of Sri Lanka
10:00 hours Congratulatory Messages from Buddhist and Political Leaders
11:30 hours Luncheon
12:30 hours Group Photo

13:30 — 14:00 hours

Congratulatory Messages from Buddhist and Political Leaders

14:00 — 15:00 hours

Final Plenary Session — Recommendations from the Symposiums
and Workshop

15:00 hours e Announcing of the 2012 Bangkok Declaration
e Closing ceremony presided over by His Holiness Somdet
Phra Buddhachaya
16:00 hours Proceed to Buddhamonthon for Candle-lit Procession in
Srisakyadasapalanyana Buddha Statute’s compound,
Buddhamonthon, Nakhornpathom
17:00- hours e Chanting in honor of HMQ and HRH The Crown Prince

e Candle-lit procession
e Foundation Laying Stone
e Cultural Performance

e Dinner at Hotel

Sunday, 3 June 2012

13:00-15:00 hours

Joint EXCO Meeting of ICDV/IABU EXCO at
Wat Prayunrawongsawas, Bangkok

All Day

All participants check-out from hotel and depart
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Mahamakut Buddhist University Message
To Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University
On the occasion of Buddhajayanti:
The celebration of 2600 years of the Buddha’s Enlightenment
31 May and 1-2 June 2555/2012

ANz

At the dawn of the Vesak full moon 2600 year ago, when the Buddha achieved complete
enlightenment, the first words that came to him were:

"Seeking but not finding the House Builder, I travelled through the round of countless
births. Oh, painful is birth ever and again! House Builder, you have now been seen. You
shall not build the house again. Your rafters have been broken down; your ridge-pole is
demolished too. My mind has now attained the unformed nibbana and reached the end
of every kind of craving." (Dhammapada: 153-54.)

This very first ever utterance of the Buddha not only describes the Buddha’s doctrinal
realisation which marks the end of his Enlightenment .experience but it also depicts the
essence of his Buddhahood and his doctrines.

It has been nine consecutive years that Thailand has been chosen by world Buddhists as
a venue for celebration of United Nations Day of Vesak Celebration. This unique
gathering has been a biggest congregation of Buddhist representatives from around the
globe. For example, this year’s congregation are comprise of Buddhist represents from
84 countries who are gathering to celebrate the 2600 years of Buddha’s Enlightenment
with various activities including Buddhist academic seminars.

The theme of this year’s celebration is ‘The Buddha’s Enlightenment for the Wellbeing
of Humanity.” This truly mirrors in the Buddha’'s own first utterance quoted above. The
Buddha’s announcement of Enlightenment is in fact tells the story of not finding the
source of suffering one suffers endlessly. With his Awakening he discovered the cause of
suffering and he successfully destroyed all causes of suffering. This led him to nibbana
the ultimate mental state of wellbeing a human can accomplish. The Buddha’s doctrine,
therefore, ultimately leads humanity to a balanced physical and mental wellbeing.

I wish the conference will proceed with a success and fulfil all aims.

Acting Rector
Mahamakut Buddhist University
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Message
from
His Excellency Mr. Chumpol Silapa-archa
Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Tourism and Sports

Since the Enlightenment of Ascetic Siddhartha on the Vesak Day,
Buddhism has greatly taught humanity to live their lives peacefully by
practicing “the middle path,” referring to a way of maintaining a balance in
one’s life, with the ultimate goal to end all suffering and desire. In the
midst of today’s society, when we have to confront many challenges and
difficulties, Buddhism still remains as powerful and applicable philosophy
to follow as ever.

As this year’s Vesak Day marks the auspicious occasion of the 2,600"
anniversary of Sambuddha Jayanti, I would like to extend my sincere
congratulations to Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University and all
organizing committee who are involved in arranging the 9™ celebration of
United Nations Day of Vesak on 31 May — 2 June 2012 with the specific
aim of commemorating the 80" anniversary of Her Majesty the Queen’s
birthday and the 60" anniversary of His Royal Highness the Crown
Prince’s birthday. This event will not only help promote the perception of
great moral value of Buddhism, but vitally encourage people to follow the
doctrine to make the best out of this world and life hereafter.

Therefore, by the grace of the Holy Triple Gem, may the 9"
celebration of United Nations Day of Vesak be blessed with success, so
that it can be the resort for all Buddhists and mankind over the world, and
bring the prosperity to the religion forevermore.

e

(Chunpol Silapa-archa)
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Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Tourism and Sports &
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Message
from
His Excellency Mr Woravat Auapinyakul
Minister Attached to the Prime Minister’s Office

The Vesak day is one of the most important days in the Buddhist
tradition. It is regarded as thrice-sacred, celebrating the birth,
enlightenment and passing away of the Buddha. It is also a chance for
people to reflect on the wisdom enshrined in the message of the Great
Teacher. This holiest day for Buddhists around the world has also been
recognized by the international community through the United Nations
General Assembly resolution in 1999, underlining the fact that the
teachings of the Buddha on peace, compassion and understanding about
two and a half millennia ago remain relevant to all of us today.

As Minister taking charge of National Office of Buddhism, I am
pleased to learn that the 9™ celebration of United Nations Day of Vesak is
held in Thailand on 31 May — 2 June 2012, under the theme “The
‘Buddha’s Enlightenment for the Well-being of Humanity” and its main
purpose is to commemorate the 2600™ anniversary of Sambuddha Jayanti,
the 80" anniversary of Her Majesty the Queen’s birthday and the 60"
anniversary of His Royal Highness the Crown Prince’s birthday. I
sincerely thank the United Nations and the organisers of this significant event,
particularly Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University, for providing us
with the auspicious opportunity to pay homage to the Lord Buddha as
well as his teachings. Apart from its ceremonial aspect, I hope that this
event will result in the widening of understanding and appreciation of
Buddhism for Buddhists and non-Buddhists alike, thereby further
contributing to the continuous peace in this world, and making it a better
place to live in.

Lastly, I wish the organizers every success in their endeavors and all
participants in this event happiness, prosperity and continued good health.

<1

e —— e

(Woravat Auapinyakul)
Minister Attached to the Prime Minister’s Office
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MESSAGE FROM THE MINISTER OF PUBLIC HEALTH

On the occasion of the 9t Conference for Day of
Vesak to be held in Thailand from 31 May to 2 June 2012
(B.E.2555), I would like to express my sincere and
heartfelt greetings to all Buddhists around the world. The
concurrence of the auspicious celebrations makes this year
a special occasion. At the same time, we celebrate 2,600t
anniversary of Buddha’s Enlightenment, the 8oth Birthday
Anniversary of Her Majesty the Queen and also the 60t
Birthday of His Royal Highness the Crown Prince. I am
delighted to note that the theme of this year’s celebration
is “Buddha’s Enlightenment for the Well-Being of
Humanity”. I call on the people to learn and adopt the
Buddha’s teachings to lead their daily life in peace and
happiness.

May all participants be blessed with excellent
health, strength and wisdom and may the conference
meets with all success.

Mr. Wittaya Buranasiri
Minister of Public Health
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MESSAGE FROM THE DEPUTY MINISTER OF PUBLIC HEALTH

I am very pleased that the gth Conference for Day
of Vesak is being held in Thailand from 31 May to 2 June
2012(B.E.2555)under the theme “Buddha’s Enlightenment
for the Well-Being of Humanity”. This important event is
organized in junction with the celebrations of the 2,600th
anniversary of Buddha’s Enlightenment, the 8oth Birthday
Anniversary of Her Majesty the Queen and the 60t
Birthday of His Royal Highness the Crown Prince. I would
like to welcome all participants who come together in
Thailand at the sacred day to learn, share and contribute
to the enlightened world. I wish this year’s celebrations
every success.

Dr.Surawit Khonsomboon
Deputy Minister of Public Health
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Message from the Rector of Thammasat University

The Lord Buddha’s Enlightenment 2,600 years ago proclaimed the greatest Teachings that provide
mankind with the roadmap to achieve wisdom and happiness. HE outlined practical means to purify
the mind through the understanding of nature, realisation of the wheel of existence, and insightful
appreciation of the Fourfold Noble Truths, all of which will lead one to the achievement of the ultimate

happiness of Nirvana — the cessation of sufferings.

In a world composed of unpleasant conditions and filled with strife, the Buddha’s Enlightenment is
truly a force for the well-being of Humanity as one can practice Dhamma to promote benign

relationships between individuals, thereby creating desirable societies based on harmony.

The quest for peace and sustainability is globally recognised. Distinguished scholars and professionals
gathered at conferences enthusiastically discuss strategies and tangible initiatives to be developed to
foster a culture of peace and non-violence as well as to propose sustainable models of development,

particularly for strengthening human solidarity.

My deepest and sincerest appreciation of the Lord Buddha is for His exposition of the greatest
Teachings to guide and protect Humanity. I am especially delighted that these Teachings, timeless and
always practicable, will be discussed and praised at the 9th United Nations Day of Vesak organised in
2012, in auspicious commemoration of the Buddhajayanti — the 2600th year of the Buddha’s

Enlightenment.

I would like to congratulate the International Association of Buddhist Universities (IABU), with
special appreciation to Maha Chulalongkorn Rajavidyalaya University (MCU), for your every single
and best efforts in making this auspicious conference not only a reality but also of true relevance to the
world. In particular, the conference will show to the world that Buddhism is not merely a religion;
rather, the Truths attained and the Teachings preached by the Lord Buddha 2,600 years ago are truly

universal and prove greatly beneficial to our society, regardless of time and space.

I sincerely hope that the conference will prove to be most fruitful for all who are present here as well
as for those others who shall read and study the publications and who will benefit from the outcomes
of this conference in the future. T hope that this conference will provide a platform for Buddhists and
non-Buddhists to be able to realise and utilise the Lord Buddha’s Teachings toward the cultivation of
own characteristics and the creation of desirable values for the establishment of a society of peace and

happiness.

)]




[ wish you all the greatest success, a fruitful conference, and a deeply spiritual journey while you are
gathered here in Suvarnabhumi — part of the golden land where Buddhism has been long-established
and enriched since the Edicts of Ashoka the Great. I also hope that your values and thought shared at

this conference will contribute to the everlasting continuation of Buddhism.

Let us express our gratitude to the Lord Buddha with deepest respects.

Yours truly,

Qb ik

Prof. Somkit Lertpaithoon, Ph.D.
Rector, Thammasat University
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Message on Visakha Puja Day
By
Pornchai Mongkhonvanit
President, Siam University

I wish you all a very auspicious Visak.

Visak is the day of victory and the day of Peace for humankind. This
auspicious victory is the victory over greed and passion. This is not the kind
of victory that may bring conflict; dissatisfaction and war. This victory is
therefore the real; self sufficient that leads to sustainable peace for the
individual community and society who learn, understand and put into
practice.

The essence of Buddhist teaching is self liberating from craving which
is the real cause of suffering. Therefore, the real and sustainable peace must
stem from liberated mind of the people.

According to the teaching of Buddhadasa Bhikkhu, an important
Buddhist guru of Thailand, the world peace can be realize only when each
religion of the world joins hand in working and collaborating among each
other towards eliminating the selfishness of the people.

Therefore, on this special occasion celebrating the Visakha Puja Day to
mark the 2600 year of the Buddha enlightenment, I would like to extend the
best regards on behalf of Siam University to all of you. Let us work together
towards the real and sustainable world Peace starting with the real
understanding and willingness to change positively within ourselves.

Thank you.

[P Bogionnd

Pornchai Mongkhonvanit
President, Siam University
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Congratulatons Message
on the occasion of Visakha Puja, the world international Day, B.E. 2555
from Chulakasem Chinnapha, M.D., the Rector of Saint John's University.

As the International Association of Buddhist Universities (IABU) and the International
Committee of the Day of Visak (ICDV) will organize the World Visakha Pula Day B.E.
2555 under the topic: “Lord Buddha's Enlightenment for the Benefits of Humanity” to
celebrate Her Majesty the Queen's 80 years old and His Royal Highness the Crown Prince's
60 years old.

Besides, the Visakha PuJa is an importaut day in Buddhism; namely, the miraculous
day on which Buddhists commemorate the Birth, the Enlightenment and the Passing away of
Lord Buddha. The B.E. 2555 is special as it is “the Birth of Enlightenment Year”  the
2600th anniversary of Lord Buddha's Enlightenment.

On this auspicious day of World Visakha Puja, I would like to send my congratulations
and best wishes to all Buddhists and the ICDV for the success of the project.

Chulakasem Chinnapha M.D.
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MAHIDOL UNIVERSITY
Wiscdom of the Land

Message from the President of Mahidol University

On behalf of Mahidol University, I would like to express my sincere gratitude and
congratulations 1o all parties involved in the arrangement and implementation of the Buddha’s
Enlightenment for the Well-being of Humanity Conlerence lo commemorate Vesak Day of
2012. The theme of the confcrence gives us a unique opportunity to remind ourselves of the core
message of the Buddha, which is 1o strive Lo attain enlightenment which would ultimately lead to

a betlerment of humanity well-being and a peaceful society.

Key principles of Buddhism possess unique characicristics since they are timeless and
with wide positive applications in all matters of humanity and socicty. Such valuable herilage
must be maintained, practiced, purificd and disseminated throughout the years to come. For this
year, both the theme and content of the conlerence clearly reflect issues that are of paramount
importance to both the practice and application of Buddhism. 1 strongly believe that all
attendanits will benefit greatly from the content and networking opportunity that this conference
will surcly provide. Thanks to tremendous cfforts from the Mahachulalongkomrajavidyalaya
University in collaboration with International Association of Buddhist Universities (JABU) and
Tnternational Council of the United Nations Day of Vesak (ICUNDV) to ereate such an excellent
platform to ensure the continuity and prospetity of Buddhism and to celebrate 2600 years of
Buddha’s enlightenment.

Finally, 1 wish to thank all participants who participate in the confercnce. Your
contribution and participation plays an instrumental part in the success of the conference. I wish

the conference a great suceess.

-

Professor Rajata Rajatanavin M.D.

President
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The World Fellowship of Buddhist Youth
Congratulatory Message on the Occasion of the
9" International Buddhist Conference on the United Nations Day of Vesak 2012/2555 B.E.
and in commemoration of the 2600 anniversary of the Lord Buddha’s Enlightenment
May 31 —June 2, B.E. 2555 (2012)

At MCU, Ayudhaya and UNCC, Bangkok, Thailand

The United Nations Day of Vesak is an extraordinary event when world Buddhists celebrate the birth,
enlightenment and passing to Nibbana of the Lord Buddha - the day we celebrate the great
discovery of wisdom, purity and peace. And it is today that Buddhists from around the world join
hands to pass on the message that Buddhism is the middle path to sustain peace in our global
community.

The year 2012 is a very significant year for all Buddhists. This year marks the 2,600" annive