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Message from
H.E. Mr. Surapong Tovichakchaikul
Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Kingdom of Thailand

On the Auspicious Occasion of the International Day of Vesak B.E. 2555
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In 1999, the United Nations General Assembly at its 54" Session passed
a resolution according international recognition of the Day of Vesak. Since then, all Buddhists
around the world, including those in Thailand, have observed the International Day of Vesak.
Thailand is honoured to be able to continuously host international conferences as part of
our celebration of the International Day of Vesak since 2004.

This year is a particularly auspicious one for Thailand as we commeamorate
the Vesak Day in the year of the Buddhajayanti, the Celebration of 2600 years of Lord
Buddha’'s Enlightenment. In addition, it also coincides with the auspicious occasion of
the 80" Birthday Anniversary of Her Majesty Queen Sirikit and the 60" Birthday Anniversary
of His Royal Highness Crown Prince Maha Vajiralongkorn. To mark this special occasion
and to honour Her Majesty the Queen and His Royal Highness the Crown Prince, Thailand
is pleased to host the 9" International Symposium on “The Buddha’s Enlightenment for the
Well-being of Humanity”. It is expected that there will be over 5,000 Buddhist participants
from 84 countries, including members of the Sangha, religious leaders and academics,
attending the symposium. This felicitous occasion will induce humanity to put into practice
the timeless wisdom of the teachings of the Lord Buddha with the ultimate aim of relieving
all human beings from sufferings.

On this occasion, | wish to express my sincere appreciation to all those

involved in the International Symposium and | wish them every success.

(Surapong Tovichakchaikul

Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Kingdom of Thailand
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