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Message from President of Bangkok University

on the 9" World Vesak Day

Visakha Buja Day or Vesak Day marks the commemorations of three significant incidents in
the life of the Lord Buddha: the Buddha’s Birth, the Enlightenment of the Buddha, and the Death or
Nibbana. It is regarded by the Buddhists around the world as one of the holiest days in Buddhism.
Many devoted Buddhists would gather and perform the worship in order to recollect and reflect on
the wisdom, purity, and profound compassion of the Lord Buddha as they believe that good deeds,
good thoughts and good actions will bring them happiness and prosperity. Visakha Buja Day or Vesak
Day has been observed for the past 2,600 years.

This year, Thailand is the host of the 9™ World Vesak Day and will be hosting many
international activities organized to commemorate the 2600 year of Buddha’s Enlightenment, the
80" Birthday Anniversary of Her Majesty Queen Sirikit and the 60" Birthday Anniversary of His Royal
Highness Crown Prince Maha Vajiralongkorn of Thailand. It is a great occasion for the Buddhists
worldwide to come together to participate in many activities such as academic conferences,
ceremonial traditions and rituals and also to share and incorporate the teaching and the words of
wisdom of the Lord Buddha into their ways of living individually and collectively as a way to mirror
their immense gratitude to the Lord Buddha.

For this auspicious and joyous day, | would like to call upon the Triple Jewels and all deities
including the grace of His Majesty the King and Her Majesty the Queen of Thailand to bestow upon
and bless you and all Buddhists with happiness, wisdom, purity and compassion, for us to continue
our faith in Buddhism for years to come.

Vi IPAAT
Mathana Santiwat, Ph.D

President of Bangkok University



