NISLHBAIUWSZYNGAT W : UNIAR LazNgud)

Politic in Buddhism : Concept and Theory
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Abstract

The two objectives of the article were: 1) to investigate the system of
rules revealed in Theravada Tipitaka and the political management process of
Thailand 2) to inspect Buddhadhamma towards political applications. The results
showed that the system of rules revealed in Theravada Tipitaka can be mainly
categorized into two parts: 1) The Rule of law has more than one system such as
the Divine Right of Kings where Kings are the supreme authoritarian, and
Constitutional Monarchy which occurs from the gathering of Kings to set up
constitution. 2) Under the scope of religion, the Buddha used only Sangha System
after a huge number of monks were ordained. The unique characteristics of
Sangha System are: Sangha is the supreme authoritarian, Dhamma and Vinaya
acted as Rules of Law, seniority was respected, ability and capacity were admired,
penalty along with Vinaya were used to control monks at individual level. The
political management process of Thailand was developed continuously and
underwent changed as time progressed. Consequently, it was adjusted under the
authoritarian in each period. Only a few periods that peoplelis happiness and
well-being were the priority, for example, “Father-Children” Rule of Law in
Sukhothai Period. Examples of Buddhadhamma, which play an important role
in political application, were, Aparihaniyadhamma 7 (conditions of welfare),
Raja-sangahavatthu4 (virtues making for national unity), and R,jadhammalO

(virtues of rulers).
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