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Abstract

This article aims to study the concept on animal right in the Five
Precepts and Five Ennobling Virtues based on Theravada Buddhism. It is found
that the concept on animal right in the western world originated from criticism
on human behaviors in that he likes to confirm his superiority over all kinds of
animal. This is called ‘Speciesism’. The main reasons used to support this are
that 1) human is one kind of animals evolving from the animal. He is then the
relative of other animals not their boss, 2) although human is superior over
animals on language and reason, this does not mean that he has a right to destroy
or torture other animals as he likes, 3) as human is superior over animals on
either dimension, he then ought to elevate his morality for himself as well as for
other animals, 4) both human and animals have the same mindset: love one’s
life, love happiness, and hate suffering. The five precepts in Theravada Buddhism
supporting this concept are the first one, Panatipata Veramani: to abstain from
killing, of which the three main principles are 1) the scope of live animals
(Pana) protected in this training rules (Sikkhapada) is all humans and animals,
2) the intention of this training rules is to emphasize on the nature of all live
animals that love their lives, love happiness, hate suffering, and not like the
others to destroy their lives, and 3) killing all kinds of humans and animals
either small or large ones is only regarded as lack of precept. The ennobling
virtues supporting the animal right are Metta (good wish for humans and animals)

and Karuna (sympathy, the wish that humans and animals free from suffering).
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