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Preface

Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University (MCU), of which I have 
the honor of serving as its rector, has been privileged again to witness and play a crucial 
role in developing and hosting multiple United Nations Day of Vesak celebrations 
and academic conference for many years, between 2004-2007, and from 2009-2013.  
For in 2013, we are all very grateful to the Royal Thai Government for its constant 
support, and thank the Thai Supreme Sangha Council for its blessings, guidance and 
support.

We are grateful to the United Nations for recognizing our thrice-sacred 
Buddhist holy-day.   It has been 2556 years since the death of our Great Teacher, 
and we have gathered here from across the globe, from many nations, to again celebrate 
the 10th of United Nations Day of Vesak and auspicious the celebration of the 100th

of birthday anniversary of His Holiness Somet Phra Nyanasamvara the Supreme 
Patriarch of Thailand.

For the academic affairs this year, there are two panels we invited famous 
speakers to discuss concerning Buddhist perspective: Education and Global Citizenship: 
a Buddhist Perspective and Contribution of Buddhist Sangha to Promote Education 
and Humanity. Because of this, all papers would be published and convey to those 
who are participating Vesak 2013 under the International Council for Day of Vesak  
(ICDV), in order to share knowledge and experiences among Buddhists around 
the world.
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This publication could not have been possible without the persistence, hard 
work, and dedication of MCU’s scholars and staff.  I wish to thank all members of the 
International Council for Day of Vesak  (ICDV) and the Editorial Committee for their 
devotion.  I am also grateful to our additional donors, sponsors and volunteers with 
the conference.  We have done our best to bring you the ideals of the Buddhist world. 

(The Most Venerable Prof. Dr. Phra Brahmapundit)
Rector, Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University

President, International Council for Day of Vesak
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Introduction

 The idea of a United Nations Day of Vesak fi rst arose in 1999 when 

representatives from 34 countries proposed to the General Assembly of 

the United Nations that the full moon day in the month of May be recognized 

and observed at the United Nations Headquarters and its Regional Offi  ces as 

the United Nations Day of Vesak. The General Assembly so resolved (Agenda 

Item 174 of Session No. 54) and accordingly the UN Day of Vesak was instituted 

in the year 2000 with the support of all Buddhist traditions. Every year since 

the resolution was passed by the General Assembly of the United Nations, 

the thrice-sacred day of Vesak (Vesak Day commemorates the Birth, 

Enlightenment, and Passing Away of the Buddha) has been internationally 

celebrated by Buddhists around the world, and a brief description of the Vesak 

Days to date follows: 

The First UN Day of Vesak Celebrations

 On 25 May 2004, Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University and ICDV 

held the World Buddhist Leaders Conference on the International Recognition of 

the Day of Vesak at Buddhamonthon, Nakhon Pathom Province, in the Kingdom 

of Thailand. The conference emphasized that Buddhism should be studied, 

practiced, propagated, and protected, and that joint Vesak Day celebrations 

should be held at the United Nations Headquarters and at UN regional offi  ces.
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The Second UN Day of Vesak Celebrations

 During the period of 18-21 May 2005, Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University and ICDV hosted the 2nd 

International Buddhist Conference on the United Nations Day of Vesak at the Buddhamonthon Conference Hall, Nakhon 

Pathom Province, in the Kingdom of Thailand. The conference was largely concerned with promoting and supporting 

sustainable development. The conference members reached a resolution that stated that Buddhamonthon should be 

recognized as the center of world Buddhism, and it should play a leading role in coordinating Buddhist institutions and 

in promoting and sharing Dhamma resources.

The Third UN Vesak Day Celebrations

 During the period of 7–10 May 2006, Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University and ICDV, in conjunction with 

the Sangha Supreme Council and the Thai Government, hosted the 3rd International Buddhist Conference on the United 

Nations Day of Vesak at Buddhamonthon, Nakhon Pathom Province, and at the United Nations Conference Centre in 

Bangkok. The themes of conference included world peace, cooperation between all schools of Buddhism, sustainable 

development, and the suffi  ciency-economy theories of His Majesty King Bhumibol. The 2006 Vesak Day celebrations also 

marked the auspicious occasion of the 60th Anniversary of the accession to the throne of His Majesty King Bhumibol 

Adulyadej.

The Fourth UN Vesak Day Celebrations

 During the period 26 – 29 May 2007, Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University, in conjunction with ICDV and 

the Sangha Supreme Council hosted the 4th International Buddhist Conference on the United Nations Day of Vesak at 

Buddhamonthon, and at the United Nations Conference Centre in Bangkok. The conference theme was Buddhism and 

good governance, and the conference also marked the auspicious occasion of His Majesty King Bhumibol Adulyadej’s 

80th Birthday. 
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The Fifth UN Day of Vesak Celebrations

 During the period 14-17 May 2008, the 5th International Buddhist Conference on the United Nations Day of Vesak 

was organized at the National Convention Centre in Hanoi, Vietnam. The main theme of the conference was Buddhist 

contributions to building a just, democratic and civilized society. 

The Sixth UN Day of Vesak Celebrations 

 During the period 4–6 May 2009, Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University, in conjunction with ICDV and 

the Sangha Supreme Council hosted the 6th International Buddhist Conference on the United Nations Day of Vesak at 

Buddhamonthon, Nakhon Pathom Province, and at the United Nations Conference Centre in Bangkok, Thailand. The main 

theme of the conference was “The Buddhist Approach to Economic Crisis”.  

The Seventh UN Day of Vesak Celebrations

 During the period 23-25 May 2010, Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University, in conjunction with ICDV and 

the Sangha Supreme Council, and with some patronage from the ITRI of Japan, hosted the 7th International Buddhist 

Conference on the United Nations Day of Vesak at the MCU Main Campus, Wang Noi, Ayutthaya Province, at the United 

Nations Conference Centre in Bangkok, and at Buddhamonthon, Nakhon Pathom Province, in the Kingdom of Thailand. 

The main theme of the conference was “Global Recovery: The Buddhist Perspective.”  

The Eighth UN Day of Vesak Celebrations

 During the period 11-14 May 2011, Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University, in conjunction with ICDV and 

the Sangha Supreme Council hosted the 8th International Buddhist Conference on the United Nations Day of Vesak 

at MCU Main Campus, Wang Noi, Ayutthaya Province, at the United Nations Conference Centre in Bangkok, and 

at Buddhamonthon, Nakhon Pathom Province, in the Kingdom of Thailand. The main theme of the conference was 

“Buddhist Virtues in Socio-Economic Development.”





Part  2
Buddhajayanti: the Celebration of 2600 Years 

of the Buddha’s Enlightenment
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The Celebration of 2600 years of the Buddha’s Enlightenment
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The 9th International Buddhist Conference 

on the United Nations Day of Vesak Celebrations

The 9th International Buddhist Conference on the United Nations Day of Vesak was held over the period 
31 May – 2 June 2 2012, at three locations in Thailand: at the MCU Main Campus, Wang Noi, Ayutthaya 
Province, at the United Nations Conference Centre in Bangkok, and at Buddhamonthon,   The conference 
took place as a result of a meeting of the board of the International Council for the Day of Vesak (ICDV) held 
over the period 8-9 October 2011 at Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University at which it was decided that 
Thailand would host the 9th International Buddhist Conference on the United Nations Day of Vesak 2012. 
The International Council for the Day of Vesak (ICDV) decided that the United Nations Day of Vesak 
celebrations in 2012 would also mark the special occasion of Buddhajayanti: the 2600 years of the Buddha’s 
Enlightenment; the 80th Birthday of Her Majesty the Queen; and the 60th Birthday of His Royal Highness 
the Crown Prince Vajiralongkorn of Thailand.

The main theme of the 9th International Buddhist Conference on United Nations Day of Vesak 2012 was 
“The Buddha’s Enlightenment for the Well-Being of Humanity.” The conference also featured symposiums 
on the themes of (1) Buddhist Wisdom and Reconciliation, (2) Buddhist Wisdom and Environment and 
(3) Buddhist Wisdom and Human Transformation. 
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News & Events
9 October 2011

 The Most Ven. Prof. Dr. Phra Dharmakosajarn, Rector of 
Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University and president of the 
International Council for the Day of Vesak (ICDV), said that a total of 
5,000 people from 85 countries had attended the 8th United Nations Day 
of Vesak held in Thailand over the period 12-14 May 2011.  The 2011 
Conference had “Buddhist Virtues in Socio-Economic Development” 
as its main theme, and the conference also marked the auspicious 
occasion of the 84th Birthday of His Majesty King Bhumibol Adulayadej 
of Thailand. The joint statement from that meeting declared that no 
country had been chosen to host the celebration of the 9th United Nations 
Day of Vesak 2012, and that the 2012 celebration Vesak would be of 
major importance as it was to commemorate the 2600 years of the 
Buddha’s Enlightenment.

Over the period 8-9 October 2011, the board of the International 
Council for the Day of Vesak chose Thailand to be host for the 
celebration of the 9th United Nations Day of Vesak 2012. The International 
Council for the Day of Vesak (ICDV) decided that the 2012 (B.E. 2555) 
United Nations Day of Vesak celebrations would be a special occasion 
celebrating Buddhajayanti: the 2600 years of the Buddha’s 
Enlightenment, the 80th Birthday of Her Majesty the Queen and 
the 60th Birthday of His Royal Highness the Crown Prince.
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The main purposes of the 9th United Nations Day of Vesak 2012 were 
to celebrate the 2600 years of the Buddha’s Enlightenment under 
the main theme of  “The Buddha’s Enlightenment for the Well-Being 
of Humanity” The event was planned to be held in Ayutthaya and 
Bangkok, Thailand, from 31 May to 2 June 2012. The schedule was 
decided upon as follows.

On 31 May 2012, the opening ceremony will be at Mahachula
longkornrajavidyalaya University, Wang Noi, Ayutthaya, Thailand.

On 1 June 2012, academic seminars will be held at 
Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University, Wang Noi, Ayutthaya, 
with the three sub-themes: (1) Buddhist Wisdom and Reconciliation, 
(2) Buddhist Wisdom and Environment and (3) Buddhist Wisdom and 
Human Transformation. 

On 2 June 2012, there will be speeches and congratulatory 
messages from leading scholars and Buddhist leaders from all of 
the Buddhist traditions around the world at the United Nations Conference 
Centre, Bangkok, Thailand. In the evening, the leading scholars and 
Buddhist leaders will participate in a candlelit procession at 
Buddhamonthon, Nakhon Pathom province.
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February, 2012

The International Council for the Day of Vesak (ICDV), 
chaired by the Most Ven. Prof. Dr. Phra Dharmakosajarn, Rector of 
Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University and President of the 
International Council for the Day of Vesak (ICDV), had a preparatory 
meeting for the 9th International Buddhist Conference on the United 
Nations Day of Vesak 2012. The conference and celebrations were 
expected to draw a gathering of 5,000 people, including leading 
scholars and Buddhist leaders from all of the Buddhist traditions around 
the world.

The main highlights of the 9th United Nations Day of Vesak 
Celebrations were declared to be: 

1. The special occasion of Buddhajayanti: the 2600 years of the 
Buddha’s Enlightenment.

2. The 80th Birthday Anniversary of Her Majesty the Queen and 
the 60th Birthday of His Royal Highness the Crown Prince.

3. Partnership and cooperation among Buddhist communities 
and Buddhist organizations from ASEAN to the international level in 
accordance with government policy

4. Collaboration with the option of utilizing religion for the benefit 
of mankind.
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It was also decided that the opening ceremony and the international 
seminars would run from 31 May to 1 June 2012 at Mahachulalongkorn-
rajavidyalaya University. Furthermore, the closing ceremony was to be 
on 2 June 2012 at the United Nations Conference Centre in Bangkok. 
After that, the celebrations would move to Buddhamonthon, Nakhon 
Pathom Province, where a candle-lit procession would take place.

In addition, the Supreme Sangha Council had approved the 
commemoration of the 2600 years of the Buddha’s Enlightenment. 
Therefore, Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University (MCU) was to 
be host for this event, with support from the Supreme Sangha Council 
and the Thai government. 

29 March 2012

The Most Ven. Prof. Dr. Phra Dharmakosajarn, Rector of 
Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University and President of the 
International Council for the Day of Vesak (ICDV), participated in 
a preparatory committee meeting for the conference on Buddhajayanti: 
the 2600 years of the Buddha’s Enlightenment, at Government House. 
The meeting was held to decide on the Buddhajayanti flag, an action 
plan, and to settle other related activities.

The meeting was chaired by Mr. Yongyuth Wichaidit, the Deputy 
Prime Minister, and His Holiness Somdet Phra Wannarat also attended, 
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as did Mr. Niwatthamrong Boonsongpaisarn, the Minister to the Office of the Prime Minister, Prof. 
Dr. Thongthong Chandrangsu, the Prime Minister Office’s Permanent Secretary, and Mr. Nopparat 
Benjawatananun, the Director of the National Office of Buddhism, and representatives from government 
agencies and private organizations.

Mr.Yongyuth said: “As a Buddhist and on behalf of the Thai government, it is a great pleasure to be 
a part of the backbone of a great event like this celebration of the Buddha‘s enlightenment. As Minister, I will 
take this opportunity to celebrate this huge event and mobilize resources across the country. Therefore, I would 
like to invite both government agencies and private organizations to participate in the event.”

The Most Ven. Prof. Dr. Phra Dharmakosajarn, Rector of Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University 
and president of the International Council for the Day of Vesak, said: “As MCU has been entrusted by 
the Government of Thailand and the Supreme Sangha Council to be host for this event, I would like to take 
this opportunity to invite Buddhists around the world to participate in our celebration of Buddhajayanti. 
The opening ceremony will be held on 31 may 2012. On 1 June 2012 are the academic seminars. The closing 
ceremony will be on 2 June 2012 at the UNCC hall. And in the evening, leading scholars and Buddhist 
leaders will go to perform chanting and participate in a candlelit procession at Buddhamonthon, Nakhon 
Pathom province.”

3 May 2012

On the afternoon of 3 May 2012, Ven. Prof. Dr. Phra Dharmakosajarn,  Rector of Mahachulalongkorn-
rajavidyalaya University and President of the International Council for the Day of Vesak, together with MCU 
executives and officers, warmly welcomed the Sri Lankan Ambassador to Thailand, Ayaratna Banda Disanayaka, 
and other Sri Lankan officers, to Thailand. The welcome was held in room no. 401, in the Rector’s Office at 
MCU, Wang Noi, Ayutthaya Province.
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The main objective of this bilateral meeting was to prepare for the welcoming of His Excellency 
Mahinda Rajapaksa, President of Sri Lanka, who was going to visit Thailand as a guest of Thai Government 
and join the 9th International Buddhist Conference on the United Nations Day of Vesak Celebrations 2012.

His Excellency President of Sri Lanka was scheduled to join the celebrations for 3 days from 31 May 
until 2 June 2012. On the morning of 2 June, the President, in the company of Her Excellency Ms. Yingluck 
Shinawatra, the Prime Minister of the Kingdom of Thailand, was to join the celebrations and deliver a speech 
at UNCC. Ms. Shinawatra was to welcome the Sri Lankan Prime Minister and also give a speech. 

After the meeting, Ven. Prof. Dr. Phra Dharmakosajarn led the Ambassador and his officers on a visit of 
Vesak Day Celebration sites. 

4 May 2012

On May 4, 2012, the Most Ven. Prof. Dr. Dharmakosajarn, Rector of Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya 
University and president of the International Council for Day of Vesak, chaired a meeting between 
Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University and the National Office of Buddhism. The meeting was held at 
the office of the Rector in Wang Noi, Ayutthaya.

The purpose of the meeting was to organize two important activities that were going to take place in 
the 9th United Nations Day of Vesak, which were:

1. A workshop for Buddhist Missionary Monks. 150 Buddhist Missionary Monks who were 
disseminating Buddhism around the world were to come and share their experiences. This activity was planned 
for May 29, 2012, at MCU Campus, Wang Noi, Ayutthaya.
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2. A meeting of the World Buddhist Leaders to be held to further 
develop the close co-operation among the Mahayana, Vajarayana and 
Theravada Buddhist traditions. This was to be done in accordance with 
the 2005 resolution that recognized Buddhamonthon as the Centre of 
World Buddhism.  Furthermore, the Thai Government was to be 
represented at this meeting by the Minister to the Office of Prime Minister. 
It was decided that this meeting of Buddhist leaders was to be held at 
the Office of the Rector, MCU Campus, Wang Noi, Ayutthaya.

222.. AA meeeting of the World Buddhist Lead
dddddeeeeeeeevvvellloppp the cllose co-operation among the Ma
TTheravaadddaa Buuddhist traditions. This was to be 
tttthhe 200055 reessoolution that recognized Buddhamo
WWWWWoorld BBuuddhhissmm.  FFuurrtthheerrmmoorree, the Thai G
rreeppreesseennttteedd at this meeting by the Minister to the 
IItt wwas deeciiiiddeedd that this meeting of Buddhist le
ttthhhhee OOOOfficee ooff thhe Rector, MCU CCammppuuss,, WWaanngg NN
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Opening Ceremony
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Arrival of Participants at MCU Conference Hall
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Arrival of His Holiness Somdet Phra Maharatchamangkalacharn
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His Holiness Somdet Phra Maharatchamangkalacharn is attended and escorted by the Organizing Committee
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His Holiness Somdet Phra Maharatchamangkalacharn led 

the congregation in paying homage to the Triple Gem
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Report by Most Ven. Prof. Dr. Phra Dharmakosajarn, Rector of Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University

and President of the International Council for the Da y of Vesak (ICDV)
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Speech by His Holiness Somdet Phra Maharatchamangkalacharn
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Welcome Address by Most Ven. Prof. Dr. Phra Dharmakosajarn
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Arrival of Her Royal Highness Princess Chulabhorn Walailak Akra Rajakumari
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Her Royal Highness Princess Chulabhorn Walailak Akra Rajakumari
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Inauguration Speech by Her Royal Highness Princess Chulabhorn Walailak Akra Rajakumari
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Messages from Buddhist Leaders
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Congratulatory Messages from Buddhist Leaders
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Messages from Buddhist Leaders
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Messages from Buddhist Leaders
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Keynote Speech by Ven. Phra Bhavanaviteht, UK

Speeches
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Speech by Hon. Deputy Prime Minister Yongyut Wichaidit, Thailand
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Speech by Hon. Gamini Lakshman Peiris, foreign minister of Sri Lanka
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Speech by Dr. Art-ong  Jumsai Na Ayudhaya, Thailand
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Symposium Session 1: 

Buddhist Wisdom and Reconciliation

 ♦ Rev. Noriaki Kunitomo, Japan
 ♦ Professor Vanchai Vatanasapt, M.D.,ONZM, Thailand
 ♦ Professor Kamaleswar Bhattacharya, France
 ♦ Dr. Phil Tan, USA

Co-moderators

 ♦ Most Venerable T. Dhammaratana
 ♦ Venerable Phra Rajavaramuni

Symposiums
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Symposium Session 2: 

Buddhist Wisdom and Environment

 ♦ Professor Dr. Donald K. Swearer, USA
 ♦ Professor Dr. Damien Keown, UK
 ♦ Venerable Dr. Thich Tam-Duc, Vietnam
 ♦ Professor Dr. Chamnong Adivadhanasit, Thailand

Co-moderators

 ♦ Professor Dr. Le Mahn That
 ♦ Associate Professor Dr. Pataraporn  Sirikanchana
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Symposium Session 3: 

Buddhist Wisdom and Human Transformation

 ♦ Venerable  Professor Dr. Yuan Ci, China
 ♦ Senior Professor Sumanapala Galmangoda, Sri Lanka
 ♦ Ven. Dr. Khammai, UK
 ♦ Dr. Sarah Shaw, UK

Co-moderators

 ♦ Associate Professor Dr. Phra Suthithammanuwat
 ♦ Bhante Chao Chu
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Exhibition 
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Group Photo
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Cultural Performances
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Part  3
United Nations  Day of Vesak Celebrations 

At United Nations Conference Centre, 

Bangkok, Thailand 
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The Celebrations at UNCC, Bangkok, Thailand



Commemorative Book

2012/2553 592012/2553

Arrival of Participants at UNCC, Bangkok
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Arrival of Her Excellency Prime Minister of Thailand and 

His Excellency President of Sri Lanka
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Speeches and Congratulatory Messages
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Message from His Excellency Ban Ki-Moon, UN Secretary-General,

Presented by Mr. Shun-ichi  Murata
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Message from Her Excellency Irina Bokova, Director-General, UNESCO,

Presented by Dr. Gwang-Jo Kim
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Address from Her Excellency Prime Minister of Thailand
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Address from H.E. The President of Sri Lanka
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Congratulatory Messages from Buddhist Leaders
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Congratulatory Messages from Buddhist Leaders
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Congratulatory Messages from Buddhist Leaders
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Congratulatory Messages from Buddhist and Political Leaders
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Chanting for Peace
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Final Plenary Session – Recommendations 

from the Symposiums and Workshop
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Bangkok Declaration of the 9th International Buddhist Conference on 

the United Nations Day of Vesak

The Buddhajayanti 2600 Celebrations of the Buddha’s Enlightenment

31 May - 2 June 2012 (B.E. 2555)

At Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University Main Campus, Wang Noi, Ayutthaya,

The United Nations Conference Centre, Bangkok 

and Buddhamonthon, Nakhon Pathom Province, 

Thailand
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The 2012 Bangkok Declaration 
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On 15th December 1999, representatives from 34 countries proposed to the General Assembly of the United Nations that 
the full moon day in the month of May be recognized and observed at the United Nations Headquarters and its Regional Offi ces 
as the United Nations Day of Vesak. The General Assembly so resolved (Agenda Item 174 of Session No. 54) and accordingly 
the UN Day of Vesak was instituted in the year 2000 with the support of all Buddhist traditions. In pursuance of that Resolution, 
we, participants from 85 countries and regions, have come together from 31 May-2 June 2012 (B.E. 2555) for the celebrations 
of Buddhajayanti the 2600 Years of the Buddha's Enlightenment; the 80th Birthday of Her Majesty the Queen; the 60th Birthday 
of His Royal Highness Prince Vajiralongkorn of Thailand; and, the 2nd Conference of the International Association of Buddhist 
Universities (IABU). This gathering was generously hosted by Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University of Thailand and 
graciously supported by the Royal Government of Thailand under the guidance of the Supreme Sangha Council of Thailand.

In meetings at the Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University Main Campus, Wang Noi, Ayutthaya; at the UNESCAP in 
Bangkok; and, at Buddhamonthon in Nakhon Pathom Province, we have explored the topic of "The Buddha's Enlightenment for 
the Well-being of Humanity", consolidating mutual understanding and cooperation between organizations and individuals from 
all Buddhist traditions. At the conclusion of our successful celebrations and meetings we have unanimously resolved as follows:

1. Recognizing the profound life-transforming impact on humanity that the Buddha's Enlightenment and his pragmatic 
teachings have had throughout the World in the last 2600 years, we shall tirelessly strive with our practice of the Noble Eightfold 
Path to share the Buddha's peaceful teaching with the world.

2. Being aware of the multifaceted nature of confl icts in the world: the role of society; the interplay of social responsibility; 
and economic development, we urge the governments in the world to be pragmatic and promote forgiveness to help bring an end 

Bangkok Declaration of the 9th International Buddhist Conference on the United Nations Day of Vesak

The Buddhajayanti 2600 Celebrations of the Buddha’s Enlightenment

31 May - 2 June 2012 (B.E. 2555)

At Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University Main Campus, Wang Noi, Ayutthaya,

The United Nations Conference Centre, Bangkok and Buddhamonthon, Nakhon Pathom Province, Thailand
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to the social and political confl icts in the world. Especially, the Buddhists of the world seek to promote peace and reconciliation 
throughout the world by the skillful application of Buddhist teachings of forgiveness, non-violence, compassion and tolerance; 
and, to work tirelessly against the human nature of unlimited desire, hatred and ignorance in order to establish a society which 
embraces the values of mankind.

3. In appreciation of the unprecedented increase in environmental disasters facing the world, we promote the greater 
awareness of interdependency between human beings and our natural environment.

4. To promote mental, ethical and cognitive transformation in society, we encourage the promotion of the meditation 
practices that have been richly preserved in all Buddhist traditions.

5. Commemorating the Buddhajayanti 2600 years of the Buddha's Enlightenment, and mindful of the unanimous support 
expressed for the establishment of The Centre of World Buddhism, we recognize and rejoice in the successful roundtable conference 
organized on 1 June 2012 at the main campus of the Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University at Wang Noi, Ayutthaya, jointly 
by Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University and the National Offi ce of Buddhism. We seek the implementation of the decision 
to establish The Centre of World Buddhism for the purposes, among others, of more effective networking for the Buddhist world, 
at Buddhamonthon; towards that ends, we also joyfully record the foundation stone laying ceremony for the Centre.

6. Mindful of the close connection that it has with the ICDV, we rejoice in the successful completion of the 2nd Conference 
of the International Association of Buddhist Universities which explored the topic of Buddhist Philosophy and Praxis, through a 
process of academic deliberation, discussions, and collaboration.

7. We continue to maintain and strengthen the progress made towards two of the ICDV fl agship projects: the compilation 
of the Common Buddhist Text and Union Catalog of Buddhist Texts.

8. We applaud the cooperation among the UNESCO, the Government of Nepal, the business sector and various Buddhist 
non-governmental organizations (NGO's) in the establishment of measures taken for the monitoring and mitigation of air pollution 
at Lumbini, the birthplace of the Buddha and a designated World Heritage site.

Done as the Declaration of the Ninth International Buddhist Conference on the United Nations Day of Vesak, this 2nd 

Day of June 2012 (B.E. 2555).
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Closing Ceremony
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Closing Ceremony Presided over by His Holiness Somdet Phra Buddhacharya
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Group Photo
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The Celebrations At Buddhamonthon, 

Nakhon Pathom Province
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Chanting and Meditation in Honor of Her Majesty the Queen and His Royal Highness the Crown Prince
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Chanting and Meditation in Honor of Her Majesty the Queen and His Royal Highness the Crown Prince
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The Candle-lit Procession
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Arrival of His Holiness Somdet Phra Maharatchamangkalacharn
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Preparatory  Meeting
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Preparatory  Meeting
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Meeting of ICDV/IABU EXCO
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Meeting of ICDV/IABU EXCO
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Meeting of ICDV/IABU EXCO
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Meeting of ICDV/IABU EXCO
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