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Message from Mrs. Panita Kambhu
Permanent Secretary for Education

ddek bkl Wk

It gives me very great pleasure to welcome all participants to the 10"

Anniversary Celebration of Unitcd Nations Day of Vesak. Tn particular, | congratulatc the
conveners of this conference on its highly relevant theme, which is Education and Global

Citizenship: A Buddhist Perspective.

The Ministry of Lducation is proud of Thailand's education system. It is
also committed to supporting the UN Secretary Genceral’'s Global Education First
Initiative. We may be proud, but we should not be complacent. This initiative, therefore,
encourages us to recognize that globalization is a growing forcc and phenomenon today
throughout the world. It is a fact of lifc which we cannot afford to ignorc in Thailand.
The Secretary-General’s initiative reminds us that educational priorities and impcratives
nced to be constantly reviewed and updated to meet the challenge of a changing

educational climate.

Sincc over nincly percent of the Thai population is Buddhist, it is also
particularly appropriatc that wc should consider how thc Buddha'’s tcachings can guide
this process and contribute to the Global Education concept. I have no doubt that the
collective wisdom of the distinguished Buddhist lcaders and scholars convening here will
stimulate an interesting and valuable dialogue

In this opportunity, | would like to thank all organizations, sponsors and

participants gathcred here today and congratulatc the Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya
University as host of this conference. T am sure this conference will be suceesstul and
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(Mrs, Panita Kambhu)

generate a fruitful discussion.
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