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Messagc from Mrs. Panita Kambhu
I'ermtnent Secrctary for Education

It gi'vcs mc very great plea*sure to wElconre all participants to the l0'r'

Anniversary (lelebration of Uuitcd Natiorr.r 
'l')ay 

of Vesak- In particularn I cougrahrlatc the

conveners of tlri.s contbrence on its highly relevant themo, which is Education and Gltrbal

(l itizcnship: A tsuddhist Pcrspcctive.

The Ministry of Education is proud of Thailirnd's education sy.stenr. It is

also conunitted to supporting the UN Secretary Gcncral's Global Education First

lnitiative. We nray he proud, but wc' should not be cornplacent. This initiative, therefore.

encourage$ us to recognize that globalization is a growing tbrcc aud phcnomenon today

throughout the world. lt is a fact of lilb which wc sflnnot aftbrd to ignorc in Thuiland.

The Secretary-General's initiative reminds us that educational priorities and impcratives

u$cd tr-r bc constaritly rcvicwctl and updated to meet the challenge of a changiug

educational climate.

Sincc ovur ninoty percent of the 'l'hai pupulation is Butjdhist, it is also

particularty appropriatc that wc should coruider how thc Buddha's tcachings (:iln guide

this proccss and contribute to the Clobal Educatiott concept. I have no doubt thflt thc

collcctivc wisdrrm of thc distinguishcd Buddhist lunlcns and scltolar.s convcning hcrc will

stinrulate am intscstiug arncl valuable dialogue

ln this oppurlunity, I would like to thank all organi:rations, sptmsors anrl

participants gathcrcd hcre toclay and conggatulirtc thc Mahachulalongkomrajaviclyalayir

IJnivemity as hosl. ol' this conlbrence. I anr sure this t:ottt'crcncc will bc succcsstul and

generate a fruitful cliscussion.

@w
(l\drs, -Panita Karnhhu)

Irermancnt Sccrctal tbr Education


