
Message
H'E, Mr- Surapong Tovichakchaikul

Deputy Priue Minister and Minister of Foreign Afnairu of the !fingdom of Thailand

I wish to cornmend the lnternational Association of Buddhist Universities, the

International Council for thp Day of Vesalq the Sangha $nrprcme Council, ard

Mahachulalongkomrajavidyataya Uuiversity, for their continued lefforts in organizing a

series of international seurinars on the auspicious ocoasion of the, World Visakha Bucha

Day druiug the past ten years. The theme for this year's seminar - Etlucation and GIobaI

Citizenship : A Buddhist Perspective captres the dfmamics of eduoation in a

elobalized world and will certainly generate dissl$sious that reflest the Buddhist

approach to education and human resource development.

The celebration of Visakha Bucha Day plays an important role in remindidg all Buddhists

of Lord Buddha's life-guding principtes and His contibutionE to mankind" Buddhism,

although originated in remote antiquig still carries much relevance in nodern tirnes, as

it points the way to overcoming basic hunan sufferings - but4 old age, illness, and

death.

Thailand's hosting of inte,rnational events in obseranoe of the World Visaltha Bucha

Day 2013 will not only firrther promote the Kingdom as the worldis oenter for Buddhism,

but will also help foster closer relations among Buddhist communities in all corners of

the world,

I em confident rhat the international seminar will serye as a platform for Buddhists

worldwide to show their unity and commitment to spreading the noble teachings of Lord

Buddha to a wide,r audienoe asross the globe. I wish the organlzing committee of this

seminar succ€ss in its endeavors to celebrate the birtb, entightenment and passing of Lord

Buddha.

(Surapong Tovichakchsihd)
Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs

ofthe Kingdom of Thailand
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