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Message
from
H.E. Siriwat Kajornprasart
Deputy Minister of Agriculture and Cooperatives, Thailand

Visakha Puja Day falls on the full moon day of the sixth lunar month, marking the three
significant incidents in the life of the Lord Buddha, i.e. his birth, his enlightenment, and his entry
into patinibbana (passing away). Attaining the enlightenment on Ariyasacca or the Four Noble
Truths, the Lord Buddha was free from desire and depression. He graciously taught all living
creatures, gods, and men. The Enlightened One’s 3 virtues are infinite uscful for humanity.
Accepted by Buddhists and the world; he has been named “the Great Spiritual Leader.” The
United Nation has also recognized it and declared the Visakha Puja Day as an International Day
and makes appropriate arrangements for international observance of Visakha Puja Day in every

May. All Buddhists should pay homage to the great patronage of the Enlightened One.

Therefore, gathering of the worldwide Buddhists to celebrate the World Visakha Puja Day
B.E. 2556 (2013) in the 10" Conference of the United Nations Day of Vesak hosted by Thailand
is a propitious opportunity for us to rccall the significant of . Buddhism, and apply the wisd

Doctrines to our life benefiting to ourselves and socicty.

On behalf of the Government of the Kingdom of Thailand, I am very gratcful and honored
to patticipate in this important event. T would like to express my appreciation to the Sangha
Supreme Council of Thailand, Thai Bhikkhus, and all agencies in both public and private sectors
for mutual implementation of the activities to be suceessful. May all flourish in the Lord

Buddha’s Doctrines, and collaborate in maintaining Buddhism to be everlasting.

(M. Siriwat Kajomprasart)
Deputy Minister of Agriculture and Cooperatives



