
Congratulatory Message on World Vesak Day 2013

It gives me great honor to present this congratulatory message on the occasion of
World Vesak Day2013. ladmire the organizers for celebrating this historic and
eventful day which reminds us of the purposeful life, teachings and contribution of
Lord Buddha towards all mankind.

The main theme for this year's Cefebration, "Education and Gfobaf Citizenship:
A Buddhist Perspective", is indeed very appropriate in this challenging time. ldeally,
education is the principal tool of human growth, essential for transforming the
unlettered child into a mature and responsible adult. Education gives us knowledge of
the world around us. lt develops in us a perspective of looking at life. lt helps us build
opinions and have points of view on things in life. But education in general does little
to fulfill the higher end of learning; that is, the illumination of the mind with the light of
truth and goodness, while Buddhist teachings help in the spiritual groMh of a person.
The principles of the Dharma aid to improve the mental health of a person. Vesak Day
is an opportunity to celebrate and reflect on the contribution of Buddhist thought to the
world.

I personally, believe that this conference will enhan@ and strengthen the bonds of
friendships among the different Buddhist Sects. lt is our hope that this conference will
make a valuable contribution to world society.

With blessings of the Buddha Dharma, I wish this conference utmost suc@ss.

Dr. Saranpat Satiranggoon
President of

The University of Central Thailand
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