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Speech on the World Visakha Puja Day of the Year 2013

“For plant growth, the soil must be well aerated. For healthy diet, the food must be properly
prepared. For progress, the public must be the primary target. For human betterment, their mind

must be concentrated. “We,” not “others,” must be pioneers of self-development.”

Social development in any society must embrace both tangible objects alongside good mind of its
inhabitants. Whenever a society develops both parts in an unbalanced manner, especially in the
circumstances where materialism overcomes mentality, people are accordingly faced with major setbacks
and ongoing crises. This unpleasant situation calls for citizen development for sustainability all over the
world. With an emphasis on the public mindset according to Buddhism, a practical method to eliminate
suffering, members in a society should fully abide by brahmavihara 4 and live their life rooted in the
majjhima-patipata, for example.

This year (2013), the anniversary of Visakha Puja Day—the full moon of the sixth lunar month—falls
on May 24. Visakha Puja Day is recognized as one of the most important international days as it celebrates
the three most significant episodes of the Buddha’s life comprising birth, enlightenment, and nibbana. The
Day has been also fully recognized by the United Nations as the "World Heritage Day" since 1999 onwards.
Today’s celebrations are thus a golden opportunity for all followers of Buddhism worldwide to recollect the
teachings of Lord Buddha, who is filled with omniscience, awakening from sin, and compassion for dharma.
The Buddha attained the Full Enlightenment—the unrivaled dharma which encompasses the ultimate truth
and universal principles. Such precepts can be timelessly integrated into any society. All of the Buddha’s
teachings are effective tools used in purifying and improving one’s mind. They are true guidelines in
developing one’s life, thereby leading to genuine happiness, peace, and stability for all global villagers in a

sustainable manner.

It is therefore a real pleasure that many countries around the world possess stable Buddhist
institutions. Particularly, Thailand is selected the focal point of the world Buddhism and all Buddhist
institutions. Around the world, Buddhists study principles of dharma both in the domains of the Buddhist
scriptures and practices. Such dharmatic preaching and learning activities have been conducted in spiritually
strong and constant manners from the past up to the present. Dharma teachings have also played significant
roles as institutions which influence the way of life as well as contributing physical and mental
development. Buddhist institutions bring about peace to the world, thereby turning out to be key variables

which are important mechanisms in developing and driving a society to become a truly quality one.

In support of the 10" International Visakha Puja Event this year, masses of academic and religious
leaders all over the world gather and convene. Likewise, on behalf of the National Institute of Development
Administration, | would like to express my genuine admiration for the occurrence of this great celebration.
From the auspicious start, during, throughout the end, | sincerely hope that the event will be going fruitful
and achieving all the desired objectives. | heartily wish that Buddhists around the world jointly assist in
perpetuating Buddhism and humbly adhere to the law of dharma so that they can live their lives

contentedly in the society.
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