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Message
from

His Excellency Mr. Charupong Ruangsuwan
Minister of Interior
the Kingdom of Thailand
on the United Nations Day of Vesak 2013

The Day of Vesak or Visakha Puja (the full moon day on the 6" month
of Thai lunar calendar) has been considered as a very significant day for all Buddhists
since it marks the Lord Buddha’s phenomenon of birth, enlightenment, and demise
(Parinibbana). All through 45 years after his enlightenment, the Lord Buddha had
been traveling continuously across India and regions nearby to deliver his teachings
(Dharma) and wisdom to all mankind. As a result, Buddhism was spreading all over
the regions, freeing a great number of people, regardless of ethnics or social ranks,
from misery and became eventually enlightened. As an expression of gratefulness to
the Lord Buddha and his Dharma supporting humanity for over 2,600 years, the 54
Session of the United Nations General Assembly adopted the resolution on
international recognition of the Day of Vesak.

As for the year 2013, this occasion becomes even more special since the
International Association of Buddhist Universities (IABU) and the International
Council of the United Nations Day of Vesak (ICDV) have contributed to celebrate this
special occasion together with the 100" Birthday Anniversary of His Holiness Somdet
Phra Nyanasamvara the Supreme Patriarch of the Kingdom of Thailand. To mark
these two special occasions, the 10" International Celebration of United Nations Day
of Vesak, “Education and Global Citizenship: A Buddhist Perspective”, will be held at
the United Nations Conference Center (UNCC), Bangkok, during 21-22 May 2013,
with over 1,500 participants from 85 countries, including the Supreme Sangha,
Buddhist leaders and Buddhist academic professionals.

On behalf of the Ministry of Interior of the Kingdom of Thailand and the
Thai people, it is my great pleasure and honor to participate in this important
commemoration. Furthermore, I would like to express my sincere thanks to all
persons and organizations contributing to this auspicious celebration. Last but not
least, I wish you all happiness g ess for this symposium.

‘_%7 ‘/ S
(Charupong  Ruangsuwan)

Minister of Interior
the Kingdom of Thailand




