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Message
Minister of Energy
On the Vesak Day Buddhist Era 2556 (2013)

United Nations Day of Vesak Day is a very important day in Buddhism. This year,
Thailand has hosted the annual Vesak Day Buddhist Era 2556 (2013) titled “Education and

Global Citizenship: A Buddhist Perspectives’, and to celebrate the 100™ birthday anniversary

for His Holiness Somdet Phra Nyanasamvara Somdet Phra Sangharaja
Sakalamahasanghaparinayaka (the Supremem Patriarch of Thailand). According to the
previous year is a year of celebration, "Buddhajayanti: The Celebration of 2600 Years of
Buddha’s Enlightenment”, United Nations Day of Vesak Day is the most meaningful for all
Buddhists. It marks the birth, enlightenment and passing of the Lord Buddha.

The Buddha’s teachings (the Five Precepts, which emphasize respect for life, property
and family; responsible speech; and mindful consumption of food and drink) have taught
Buddhist to be practical and proved by all ages. The Buddha’s message on being mindful of
oneself, one’s actions and the world, and his teachings of compassion and peace, are indeed
more accessible, more widely known and have universal application by a real practiced
person. Moreover, the Buddha’s “Middle Path”, the principles for appropriate conduct based
on moderation, reasonableness, self-awareness and knowledge, also help us find the right
balance at each level of society and all kinds of activity.

Thailand hosts the International Buddhist Conference on the Vesak Day celebrations
Buddhist Era 2556 (2013)to promote the Buddhism, collecting wisdom of the Buddhist
leaders and scholars from 85 countries. The representatives from each country approach the
Conference to help strengthen society’s moral value, and to maintain the beauty of the
Buddhist tradition. Studying the Buddha’s message affects to the life of the Buddhist as a
global citizen as well.

I feel very delighted that Thailand has hosted the International Vesak Day. In order to
be declared to the global community to recognize and acknowledge the Vesak Day to
strengthen the permanent successor to Buddhism, the predominant religion. And I hope that
the willingness of all parties to further spread the Buddha’s message of peace and compassion
be a driving force to achieve the objectives of the Conference in all respects.
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Mr. Pongsak Raktapongpisal
Minister of Energy



