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Message
from

His Excellency Mr. Phongthep Thepkanjana
Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Education

Vesak Day is one of the most meaningful days for
Buddhists all over the world. The Day commemorates the birth,
enlightenment, and attainment of Nirvana of the Lord Buddha, who is
greatly filled with wisdom, purity and compassion. Having been
enlightened, the Lord Buddha deliberately spent 45 years traveling
across India to preach his teachings and take humankind away from all
of their sorrow. Although it has been 2,600 years since his
enlightenment, the teachings still remain as powerful and applicable
philosophy to follow as ever. In recognition of the significance of Vesak
Day, the United Nations officially adopted a resolution honoring Vesak
Day to be an important day of the world.

Thailand is honoured to host the 10™ International
Celebration on the United Nations Day of Vesak during 21 — 22 May
2013. The Event ensures the wide spread of Buddhism throughout the
world and reveals the strong solidity among all Buddhists. Moreover, the
Event held this year will mark the celebration of the 100™ Birthday
Anniversary of His Holiness Somdet Phra Nyanasamvara, the Supreme
Patriarch of Thailand, on 3 October 2013.

On this auspicious occasion, I would like to extend my
sincere appreciation to the organizer and all concerned parties of the
Event. Therefore, by the grace of the Holy Triple Gem, may the 10"
International Celebration on the United Nations Day of Vesak be blessed
with success, so that it can bring inner peace and serenity to all Buddhists

forever.
A Ty

(Phongthep Thepkanjana)
Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Education



