
Greetings from Payap tlnivcrsity

Assoc. Proll Dr. Penpilai Rithakannnone, Interirn Presidort

Crcptings fi'orn Payap tJniversity in Clhiang Msi onthe occasion o['the tcrrth
observan6e of international Visakabuchn Doy, and greetings to all panicipants in the
intemational activities you are undertnking with thc thcme "Fducation for Global Citizsnship:
B uddhist Pcrspcctivss."

Sincc Payap Univcr.sity i.t arr in.stihrtion of the Foundation of the Chruch of Ctrrist in
thailzurd, it seerns sppropriate that wc cxpre$s a Christian perspective or] your thenre.

Specilically, we agree th&rt aper$on is not adequately educatcd who is only equipped
with vocational skills. A second lcvcl o1'educatir:n involve.s wi$dom about the hurnzur
conclition. hoth hunratn exi.stence ond co-existcncc, including all aspect.s of culturc. Arr
integral aspect of this holistic perspective is ccrtainly rcligious. !'urthermorc. it is a
responsibility of thc cducational sector not only to learn from the religious sector but also to
contributc to the development of rcligious lcadcrs and to thc rcfinernent rrnd enhancsment of
theologicat concepts in a contemporary contcxt. 

'l'hcreforc, cducation firr citizenship in the
rnodern world should inulude intirn:rration about all major faith systerns, and should advocatc
re.spect fbr thc profound insights and dignity of religious diversity.

Sadly, we rnust recognize thc fact that thi.q vcry pcrspcctive i.*r more urgently needed
than evet. It appcars ttrat rcligious divi.qion, suspicion, intolcrance, recrimination zurd blame
are on the ri.se around ths world. Thcrclilre, Payap Univcrsity is glad to join you in support
ol-contprchcnsive zurd holistic edusation tbr global citizenship.

Best wishes tiorn yourClhri.qtian, Buddhjst and Islamic colleague.s at Payap Llniversity.
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