Greetings from Payap University
Assoc. Prof. Dr. Penpilai Rithakananone, Interim President

Greetings from Payap Universily in Chiang Mai on the occasion of the tenth
observance of international Visakabucha Day, and greetings to all participants in the
international activities you are undertaking with the theme “Education for Global Citizenship:
Buddhist Perspectives.”

Since Payap University is an institution of the Foundation of the Church of Christ in
Thailand, it seems appropriate that we cxpress a Christian perspective on your theme.

Specilically, we agree that a person is not adequately educated who is only equipped
with vocational skills. A second Icvel of education involves wisdom about the human
condition, both human existence and co-existence, including all aspects of culture. An
integral aspect of this holistic perspective is certainly religious. Furthermore, it is a
responsibility of the cducational sector not only to learn from the religious sector but also to
contribute to the development of rcligious Icaders and to the refinement and enhancement of
theological concepts in a contemporary context. ‘Therefore, education for citizenship in the
modern world should include information about all major faith systems, and should advocate
respect for the profound insights and dignity of religious diversity.

Sadly, we must recognize the fact that this very perspective is more urgently needed
than ever. Tt appears that religious division, suspicion, intolerance, recrimination and blame
are on the rise around the world. Therefore, Payap University is glad to join you in support
of comprchensive and holistic education for global citizenship.

Best wishes from your Christian, Buddhist and Islamic colleagues at Payap University.
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