Statement
Of
Dr.Preecha Gunteeya, Director — General of the Religious Affairs Department
On the World Visakha Bucha Day of 2013

Visakha Bucha Day is one of the most important days in Buddhism which has been
considerably acknowledged among Buddhists worldwide, The United Nations declared
the Visakha Bucha Day as “World Heritage Day” as the doctrine of the Buddha has placed
an importance on peace which is relevant to the goal of the United Nations. It can be said
that Buddhism did emerge for the real humans peace and development with the three-
teaching of the Buddha, namely 1) do not commit bad things physically, verbally and
mentally, 2) do good things or beneficial activities physically, verbally and mentally and
3) be pure at heart. In general, humans with no regards of nations, languages and races do
nol want physical and mental suffering but happiness and there is a diversity of ways and
means to address such suffering and to be happy. Some people are happy on the pain of
others but Buddhism has taught people to seek happiness on the others’ habpiness

as the words “Be happy, never face misfortune and do not exploit or have a great malice”.

On the occasion that Thailand to host the World Visakha Bucha Day of 2013,
the Religous Afiars Department would tke to hihly praise the Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University
with Phra Phrom Bandith as the Chair to organize this event, ﬁicturing the remarkable and
beautiful image of the country. Besides, this auspicious event is to publicize the world on
the supreme power of accumulate merit of His Majesty King Bhumibol Adulyadej and
Her Majesty Queen Sirikit who continuously patronized the Buddhist prosperity and, thus,

Thailand has been entrusted as the center of thé world Buddhism,

it is hopeful that the World Visakha Bucha Day event under the theme “Education
and Global Citizenship: A Buddhism Perspective” will be every success, rendering the high
appreciation to all followers of Thailand as well as fostering the stability of the nation,

religions and the King,

L

(Or.Preecha Gunteeya)

Director — General
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